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DECISION MEMO 

Little Pend Oreille Trail #142 
Relocation Project 

U.S.D.A. Forest Service 
Colville National Forest 

Three Rivers Ranger District 
Stevens County, Washington 

A. Project Location 
The project area is located on the south flank of Thomas Mountain, T36N, R41E, Section 
1, SE ¼, and Section 12, NE ¼, Willamette Meridian.  Located approximately 17 miles 
NE of Colville, Washington, it is in Stevens County, Washington, and entirely on the 
Three Rivers Ranger District (see figures 1 and 2). 

B. Purpose and Need 
The existing trail, Little Pend Oreille Trail #142 (also known as the Thomas Mountain 
trail) is a 48.9 mile loop trail system open to motorcycle, hiker, mountain bike, and pack 
and saddle stock. The trail system was located and constructed in the mid 1980s on 
National Forest Service lands. A private landowner adjacent to Forest Service land 
holdings informed the Forest Service in November of 2005, that the trail #142 was in 
trespass and the landowner wanted it removed. A site investigation found this to be true. 
A total amount of 2,435 linear feet of existing trail had been constructed on the private 
land. 

C. Proposed Action 
This project would relocate from private lands a portion of the Little Pend Oreille Trail 
#142 to National Forest Service lands. This requires construction of 2,435 linear feet of 
trail, with 44 linear feet of puncheon. The construction of the trail will be to the U.S.D.A. 
Standard Specification for Construction and Maintenance of  Trails (September 1996) 
with a tread width of 24 inches, and clearing limits of 8 feet (4 feet from center line) in 
width and 10 feet high. Incidental hazard trees may be cut, but would be left on the site. 
Disturbed ground would be reseeded as per the direction in the Colville National Forest 
seeding guidelines. 

D. Public Involvement 
The project has been listed in the Colville National Forest’s Projects Publication, 
Schedule of Proposed Actions, beginning April 1, 2007 until the present.  A Notice for 
Comment was placed in the Colville Statesman-Examiner, the newspaper of record, April 
11, 2007. This notice described the proposed project and location, and gave contact 
information to obtain further information, or make comments.  A 30 day comment period 
was declared which ended May 11, 2007. No input was received during the comment 
period. 
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A letter requesting consultation on this project was sent to Chairs of the Spokane Tribe, 
the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, and the Kalispell Tribe of Indians on 
July 18, 2007.  This letter fulfilled our obligation to consult under Executive Order 13175 
in relation to the project. No reply was received. 

E. 	Decision 
Through past experience and review of similar projects as well as a review of the 
proposed action, no extraordinary circumstances were found to exist that would cause the 
proposed action to have significant individual or cumulative environmental effects.  This 
action is consistent with other actions listed in FSH 1909.15, Section 31.2; Categories of 
Actions for Which a Project or Case File and Decision Memo Are Required, Category 1, 
Construction and Reconstruction of Trails. The proposed action is therefore eligible to 
be categorically excluded from preparation of an Environmental Assessment or an 
Environmental Impact Statement.  Furthermore, this project is consistent with the 
management area direction, including standards and guidelines, of the Forest Plan of the 
Colville National Forest. I have concluded that this decision may be categorically 
excluded from documentation in an environmental impact statement or environmental 
assessment as it is within the category listed above.  My conclusion is based on 
information presented in this document and the entirety of the Project Record.  

I have decided to implement this proposal described above based on the following 
findings: 

1. No extraordinary circumstances were found to exist that would cause the proposed 
action to have significant environmental effects: 

a)	 Threatened or endangered species or their critical habitat – A biological 
evaluation of the potential impacts of the project on threatened, 
endangered and sensitive species was completed on June 13, 2007.  The 
project would not adversely affect any federally listed species.  The 
project would also not adversely affect any USDA Forest Service (Region 
6) sensitive species. The proposal is consistent with the Inland Native 
Fish Strategy (INFISH). 

b) Flood plains, wetlands, municipal watersheds or impaired watersheds – 
This project would have no effect. 

c) Congressionally designated areas – The project would have no effect on 
congressionally designated areas such as wilderness, wilderness study 
areas or national recreation areas. 

d)	 Inventoried roadless areas – This project would not be located in any 
inventoried roadless areas. 
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e)	 Research natural areas – This project would not be located in any existing 
or proposed research natural area. 

f)	 Native American religious or cultural sites, archeological sites or historic 
properties or areas – The proposed action would not affect Native 
American religious or cultural sites, or historic properties or areas.  This 
project is a Programmatic Agreement Appendix B “limited potential to 
affect historic properties” undertaking and may proceed as planned, as per 
the Section 106 compliance form dated January 15, 2008.    

2. This project complies with the National Forest Management Act (NFMA), Clean 
Water Act and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements.  The 
project is consistent with standards and guidelines in the Colville National Forest 
Land and Resource Management Plan as amended by the Regional Forester’s Forest 
Plan Amendment 1 (1993) and Amendment 2 (1995) as well as INFISH (1995).  The 
project is also tiered to the FEIS for the Colville National Forest Land and Resource 
Management Plan.   

3. The proposed action would take place in Forest Plan Management Area (MA) 5, 
Scenic/Timber; and Management Area (MA) 7, Wood/Forage.  The management goal 
in MA5 is to provide a natural appearing foreground, middle and background along 
major scenic travel routes while providing wood products.  The management goal in 
MA 7 is to manage to achieve optimum production of timber products while 
protecting basic resources. Recreation facilities would be compatible for the 
Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) within these MAs.  

4. The project is consistent with the Environmental Assessment for Integrated 
Noxious Weed Treatment, Colville National Forest and the Regional Forester’s 2005 
Record of Decision and Forest Plan amendment for Preventing and Managing 
Invasive Plants. Disturbed areas would be seeded with Washington State certified 
weed-free seed. 

5. The Environmental Justice (Executive Order 12898) Order requires consideration 
of whether projects would disproportionately impact minority or low-income 
populations. This decision complies with this Act.  Public involvement occurred for 
this project, the results of which I have considered in this decision-making.  Public 
involvement did not identify any adversely impacted local minority or low-income 
populations. This decision is not expected to adversely impact minority or low-
income populations. 

National Forest Management Act of October 22, 1976 (NFMA):  Provisions of 
NFMA applicable to all projects require the following: (a) resource plans and permits, 
contracts and other instruments shall be consistent with the land management plan; (b) 
ensure consideration of the economic and environmental aspects of management, to 
provide for outdoor recreation, range, timber, watershed, wildlife, and fish; and (c) 
provide for diversity of plant and animal communities.  This project is consistent with the 
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Forest Plan and its amendments (provision a).  Provisions (b) and (c) are addressed in the 
Decision Memo and biological evaluation report in the project file. Therefore, project 
actions are consistent with these provisions of NFMA. 

This project has been found to be in conformance with the requirements of 36 CFR 
219.27(a). This action does not pose a violation of Federal, State or local law 
requirements imposed for the protection of the environment, as outlined in the NRCS 
Environmental Evaluation.  It does not individually or cumulatively have a significant 
effect (40 CFR 1508.4) on the quality of the human environment.   

This is not a major Federal action.  It will have limited context and intensity (40 CFR 
1508.27), individually or cumulatively, to the biological, physical, social or economic 
components of the human environment.  It will have no adverse effect upon public health 
or safety; consumers, civil rights, minority groups and women; prime farmland, 
rangeland and forest land; wetlands and floodplains; significant scientific, cultural or 
historic resources; roadless areas; old growth forest options; or to designated Wilderness. 

F. Implementation Date 
Implementation of this decision will begin immediately. 

G. Appeals Opportunities 
Pursuant to 36 CFR 215.12(f) the action is not subject to appeal because no comment or 
other expression of interest or concern was received during the 30-day comment period.  
The project file is available for public review at the Three Rivers Ranger District office, 
3255 West 11th, Kettle Falls, WA 99141. 

H. Contact Person 
For further information regarding this decision contact the Three Rivers District Ranger.  
Specific questions concerning the project should be addressed to Carmen Nielsen, 
Recreation Specialist, phone 509-738-7700. 

/s/ Fredrick L Way January 30, 2008 

FREDRICK  L.  WAY      Date  
District Ranger 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 

status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because 
all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited 

bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 

(202)720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
Figure 1:  Little Pend Oreille Trail 142 relocation project vicinity map 

Page 4 of 5 



Little Pend Oreille Trail #142 Relocation  Decision Memo 

Highway 20 

Figure 2:  Map of Little Pend Oreille Trail 142 relocation project area 

Washington State  
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