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Summary

The Colville National Forest proposes to remodel the interior of the Republic Fire cache, Building #2305, also known as the “Stockade,” and repair and refinish the exterior of the building.  The building is a CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps), Depression-era structure and has been determined as eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (DAHP, 2008a). The project area is located on the Colville National Forest’s Republic Ranger District administrative compound within the City of Republic, in Ferry County, Washington.  
This action is needed to rectify numerous deficiencies relating to comfort, safety, security, and efficiency:  The current building has no toilet or shower facilities, is poorly protected from cold weather, and is not heated.  The exterior doors do not lock or fully enclose the building, and do not exclude animals/rodents or unauthorized people and do not provide adequate protection from theft or vandalism.  Facilities for equipment (including chainsaws) cleaning and maintenance are not up to current standards, nor are facilities up to standards for storing and using hazardous chemicals.  The stairway to the attic level is steep and hazardous.  Lighting is poor in many areas of the building and wiring is old and not up to code.  Overall thirty-two health and safety deficiencies have been identified.

In order to meet this basic need, the building needs to be fully enclosed from the elements and made secure from unauthorized persons and unwanted animals/rodents.  Plumbing, heating, showers, and restrooms, need to be installed for occupant comfort and fire staffing needs, and electrical service and lighting needs to be brought up to code.  The stairway and the attic storage area need to be made safe.  Facilities for cleaning and maintaining chainsaws and other equipment needs to be up to Forest Service standards, as do facilities for handling and storing hazardous materials.  

There were two potentially significant issues identified for this project, related to Historic Resources and Wildlife.  The potential adverse effects were evaluated, and with appropriate mitigation (see page 5), it was found there would be no meaningful adverse effects with regard to these issues (see pages 8-9 – Environmental Consequences, Historic Resources, and page 9 – Environmental Consequences, Wildlife).  Because there are no meaningful adverse effects with regards to these two potentially important issues, and because no other issues were identified, there are no “significant issues” for the purposes of this environmental analysis.
In addition to the proposed action, the Forest Service evaluated only the No Action alternative.
Based upon the effects of the alternatives, the responsible official will decide whether to implement the project, or to not implement the project.  Any measures identified to mitigate potential adverse effects would also be included in the decision. 

Introduction

Document Structure


The Forest Service has prepared this Environmental Assessment in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other relevant federal and state laws and regulations.  This Environmental Assessment discloses the direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental impacts that would result from the proposed action and alternatives.  The document is organized into four parts:  XE "FEIS:organization of " 
· Introduction: The section includes information on the history of the project proposal, the purpose of and need for the project, and the agency’s proposal for achieving that purpose and need.  This section also details how the Forest Service informed the public of the proposal and how the public responded.  
· Comparison of Alternatives, including the Proposed Action:  This section provides a more detailed description of the agency’s proposed action as well as alternative methods for achieving the stated purpose.  This discussion also includes possible mitigation measures.  Finally, this section provides a summary table of the environmental consequences associated with each alternative.  

· Environmental Consequences: This section describes the environmental effects of implementing the proposed action and other alternatives. This analysis is organized by resource area. Within each section, the affected environment is described first, followed by the effects of the No Action Alternative that provides a baseline for evaluation and comparison of the other alternatives that follow. 

· Agencies and Persons Consulted: This section provides a list of preparers and agencies consulted during the development of the environmental assessment. 

· Appendices: The appendices provide more detailed information to support the analyses presented in the environmental assessment.

Additional documentation, including more detailed analyses of project-area resources, may be found in the project planning record located at the Republic Ranger District Office in Republic, Washington.
Background


The Stockade, Building #2305, was constructed in 1936 by the Civilian Conservation Corps.  The building is approximately 4,000 square feet in size.  Since its construction, the building has been utilized for a wide variety of activities, including storage of vehicles, equipment, and supplies; tree planting preparation; tree seedling storage (with a refrigerated tree cooler installed within the building); and the Republic Ranger District fire cache.

The building has been found to be eligible to the National Register of Historic Places (DAHP, 2008a). The Washington State Historic Preservation Office concurred with this finding on April 14, 2008.

Management of administrative sites is not subject to the Colville National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (USDA Forest Service, 1988). The only discussions in the Colville Forest Plan relating to administrative sites are references to administrative sites being withdrawn from mineral entry and unsuitable for timber production.  There are no standards and guidelines applicable to administrative sites, nor are administrative sites included in any Forest Plan Management Area prescriptions.

Purpose & Need for Action


The purpose for remodeling the fire cache is to rectify numerous deficiencies relating to comfort, safety, security, and efficiency:  The current building has no toilet or shower facilities, is poorly protected from cold weather, and is not heated.  The exterior doors do not lock or fully enclose the building, and do not exclude animals/rodents or unauthorized people and do not provide adequate protection from theft or vandalism.  Facilities for cleaning and maintaining equipment (including chainsaws) are not up to current standards, nor are facilities up to standards for storing and using hazardous chemicals.  The stairway to the upper level is steep and hazardous.  Lighting is poor in many areas of the building.  Overall, thirty-two health and safety deficiencies have been identified.

In order to meet this basic need, the building needs to be fully enclosed from the elements and made secure from unauthorized persons and unwanted animals/rodents.  Plumbing, heating, showers, and restrooms, need to be installed for occupant comfort and fire staffing needs, and electrical service and lighting needs to be brought up to code.  The stairway and the attic storage area need to be made safe.  Facilities for cleaning and maintaining chainsaws and other equipment needs to be up to Forest Service standards, as do facilities for handling and storing hazardous materials.
Proposed Action


The action proposed by the Forest Service to meet the purpose and need is to renovate the interior of Building #2305 to meet the identified needs, while retaining the original Depression-era historic appearance and character of the building.  A detailed description of the proposed remodeling is on page 4.
Decision Framework


Given the purpose and need, the deciding official reviews the proposed action and the other alternatives in order to make the following decisions: Whether to implement the project, or to not implement the project.  Any measures identified to mitigate potential adverse effects would also be included in the decision.
Public Involvement


The proposal was provided to the public and other agencies for comment for 30-days, beginning with the publication of a legal notice in the Republic News-Miner newspaper on November 20, 2008.  No comments were received.

The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation were invited to consult, with a letter sent on November 12, 2008.  No response was received.
Issues


There were two potentially significant issues identified for this project:
Historic Resources – In the National Historic Preservation Act, the Congress finds that the historical and cultural foundations of the Nation should be preserved as a living part of our community life and development in order to give a sense of orientation to the American people.  The remodeling of this “Historic Property” could cause a change in character that would compromise this historical and cultural link to the American past.
Wildlife – There is evidence the building is used by bats (possibly Townsend’s big-eared bats, a species listed by the Regional Forester as a “sensitive” species) for small-scale roosting, but not as a maternity colony or hibernaculum.  The bat habitat provided by the building would be lost due to enclosing the building and its attic.
The potential adverse effects were evaluated, and with appropriate mitigation (see page 5), it was found there would be no meaningful adverse effects with regard to these issues (see pages 8-9 – Environmental Consequences, Historic Resources, and page 9 – Environmental Consequences, Wildlife).  Because there are no meaningful adverse effects with regards to these potentially important issues, and because no other issues were identified, there are no “significant issues” for the purposes of this environmental analysis.

Comparison of Alternatives, including the Proposed Action

This chapter describes and compares the alternatives considered for the project.  It includes a description of each alternative considered.  This section also presents the alternatives in comparative form, sharply defining the differences between each alternative and providing a clear basis for choice among options by the decision maker and the public.
Alternatives


Alternative 1 – No Action  

Under the No Action alternative, the Republic Fire Cache would not be remodeled.  No project activities would be implemented to accomplish project goals. 

Alternative 2 – The Proposed Action  
The proposed action for the Republic Fire Cache Remodeling is to renovate the interior of the Stockade (Building #2305) to meet safety, security, comfort and efficiency needs, while retaining the original CCC-era historic appearance and character of the building.  The Stockade is a National Register of Historic Places-eligible building. 
Within the interior of the building, nearly all non-original structures would be removed, and a new fire cache facility would be constructed (see also Architectural Drawings in Appendix A).
· Existing plywood fire cache, storage cubicles, and the “jelly roll” work bench (used for preparing tree seedlings for planting) would be demolished and removed.

· New walls, man-doors, and power-operated garage doors would be constructed inside the existing north and south exterior walls and doors.

· Interior rooms and spaces would be constructed for storage, saw cleaning, shop, office, bathrooms/showers, laundry, wellness/exercise, and fire engine parking.

· The stairway to the attic storage area would be replaced.

· The attic storage area would be enclosed.

· Waterlines would be placed within the building interior (connected to the building’s existing water service about five feet outside the building, five feet deep), to provide water for bathrooms/showers and laundry rooms.

· An upsized water line may need to be installed, which would require about fifty feet of five foot deep trench to the existing water line off the northwest corner of the building.

· A buried sewer line would be added, from the building interior to the existing sewer line located approximately fifty feet south of the building.  Depth of sewer line would be up to six feet.

· Electrical facilities, heating, and lighting would be added or upgraded in the building interior.   A buried electrical line would be added, approximately eighteen inches deep, extending from the northeast corner of the building approximately twenty feet to air quality monitoring equipment located outside the building.

· Telecommunications lines would be added.  Fiber-optic lines would be added, utilizing the existing buried conduit from the Republic Ranger Station to the Stockade building.

Exterior walls, posts, doors, and windows would be repaired as needed; and the exterior would be repainted.
Mitigation Measures


The State of Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, in its concurrence that the proposed action would have no adverse effect, conditioned its finding on the following mitigation (DAHP, 2008b):  
Heritage Resources

Windows and person doors constructed behind the existing sliding doors on the north and south elevations would be wood.  In addition, walls constructed behind these sliding doors would be clad in a material that is compatible with the historic character of Building #2305, and all elements; including the walls, windows, person doors, and garage doors would be finished in neutral color compatible with the exterior of the historic building.  

Copies of any cultural resource reports or monitoring information developed as a result of this project would be provided to DAHP.  

If additional information on the project becomes available, or if any archaeological resources are uncovered during construction, work would be halted in the area of discovery and the appropriate Native American Tribes and DAHP would be contacted for further consultation.
The Colville National Forest west zone Wildlife Biologist concluded there would be negligible negative effect that would not lead in a trend towards Federal listing or loss of viability for Townsend’s big-eared bats, provided the following mitigation is implemented.  

Wildlife - Townsend’s Big-Eared Bats:
The proposed project will affect a building and could displace individual bats.  Surveys of the building found small piles of guano, indicating small-scale roosting but not maternity colony or hibernaculum.  The loss of this habitat due to enclosing the building and/or attic would be mitigated by erecting three bat boxes in the vicinity of Building #2305.
Alternative Comparison


This section provides a summary of the effects of implementing each alternative.  Information in the table is focused on activities and effects where different levels of effects or outputs can be distinguished quantitatively or qualitatively among alternatives.  

Table 1. Alternative Comparison.

	Comparison Element
	No Action
	Proposed Action

	Meets the underlying purpose and need for remodeling the fire cache: to rectify numerous deficiencies relating to comfort, safety, security, and efficiency.
	Does not meet underlying purpose and need.  The building would continue to be used for a time with unsafe conditions, but at some point, use of the building would have to be discontinued.
	Meets the underlying purpose and need.  Deficiencies relating to comfort, safety, security, and efficiency would be addressed.


Environmental Consequences

This section summarizes the physical, biological, social and economic environments of the affected project area and the potential changes to those environments due to implementation of the alternatives.  It also presents the scientific and analytical basis for the comparison of alternatives presented in the chart above.

Fire and Fuels Administration


The effects with regards to the administration of fire and fuels management are described by comparing the effect of taking no action with the effects (benefits) of the proposed action (see Table 1 below).

Table 1 - Effects to Fire and Fuels Administration

	Proposed Work Item
	Effect of taking No Action
	Effects of the Proposed Action

	New walls, man-doors, and power-operated garage doors would be constructed inside the existing north and south exterior walls and doors.


	The building would be left open as existing doors do not close. This access issue lends to numerous problems such as rodents, bats, birds, (etc.) entering building; potential for vandalism and/or burglary, and poor working conditions during inclement weather because the doors do not close and there is no heat.
	The building would become better secured so vandalism and burglaries would be much less likely.  Potential for animals entering the building would be reduced or eliminated, thus better protecting equipment and supplies from damage, and better providing a healthy work environment. Working conditions would be greatly improved as the area would be fully enclosed to retain heat. 

	Interior rooms and spaces would be constructed for:


	
	

	
	Storage
	Area is not sufficient for crews. Animals (e.g. rodents, cats, and birds) have easy access to food and clothing areas which is an extreme health issue. 
	The storage area would be increased but also secured against rodents, birds, and vandalism/burglary.

	
	Saw Cleaning
	Existing saw cleaning area is outside and in the weather. There is no area to collect excess oil, gas, and sludge when cleaning saws.
	There would be a better work area inside the build with proper disposal areas and better working conditions.

	
	Shop
	The area is not sufficient for crews. Animals (e.g., rodents, cats, and birds) have easy access to food and clothing areas which is an extreme health issue.
	The shop area would not only be increased to house crews’ gear and equipment in one area, but also secured against animals and vandalism/ burglary.

	
	Office
	No office area exists at this time. Temporary crews are all in the main office where there is not enough room and computer space for everyone.
	This would give fire crews needed space to work away from main office and avoid congestion. They would also have better computer access. 

	
	Bathrooms
	None exist in either the existing fire cache or the Wellness/Exercise room.  There are no cleaning facilities close to building
	This would enable crews to clean-up after working in saw area or shop handling hazardous materials. This would also promote good hygiene. 

	
	Showers
	None exist at this time.  Crews temporarily brought in from off-District currently have no on-site shower facility, so they either use off-site facilities (such as with a contract with the local school), they use the District bunkhouse (which is not designed to handle the additional people), or temporary showers are brought in (at considerable cost). 
	This would enable crews to shower after physical training. They would not have to put on clothes after sweating and showering also promotes good hygiene.  Crews temporarily brought in from off-District would have a shower facility. 

	
	Laundry
	Clothes in need of laundering are taken to town.
	Dirty nomex clothes and other items could be washed right on site and would cut cost from having to use laundry facilities in town.

	
	Wellness/Exercise
	Current room is away from the fire cache building, with no nearby shower, washroom, or bathroom facilities. 
	The exercise room would have immediate access and proximity to the showers, washrooms, etc.

	
	Fire Engine Parking
	There are no heated garage bays at all in current fire cache. Currently the District has to shuffle areas around to accommodate the engines in a heated area as to not freeze and damage plumbing and equipment on engine.
	This would alleviate the problem of freezing plumbing and damaged equipment on engines. Crews would also be able to work in same area as their tools and equipment.

	The stairway to the attic storage area would be replaced.


	The stair case to the attic is very steep and narrow.  Someone carrying anything up or down the stairs is taking a chance of tripping or falling down the stairs.
	The stairs would be brought up to code so to have safer access; steepness would be lessened, and lighting would be improved.

	The attic storage area would be enclosed.


	The attic would be left open and there is a high safety risk of someone falling over the railing or dropping something from above and landing on someone below.
	With the area enclosed, access would be limited to the staircase only. This would only allow light materials and equipment to be transported upstairs. The enclosed area would also alleviate the concern for someone falling off the platform or dropping something to the area below.

	Electrical facilities, heating, and lighting would be added or upgraded in the building interior.   
	The electrical system needs to be updated. There are lights bulbs that are always burning out that are extremely high and difficult to change. There is also conduit that is just hanging or wired-up.
	The electrical system would be brought up to code. Lighting would be brought up to specifications and lowered to make repairs and maintenance easier. Hanging conduit and faulty wiring would be eliminated.

	Telecommunications lines would be added.  
	There is only one phone line and no computer access in the fire cache.
	There would be more phone lines available for the entire fire cache building. Also lines would be added for computers to create a better working environment for crews. 


Historic Resources


The following text excerpted from “Cultural Resource Report for NEPA,
Republic Building 2305 Remodel” by Colville National Forest Archaeologist Steve Kramer, December 9, 2008.  Kramer’s report is incorporated by reference, and is included in the project file.

Introduction.  The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Revised, requires that Federal agencies evaluate historic properties for significance under Section 106.  In 2008, all structures on the Republic Ranger Station compound were evaluated for their eligibility to the NRHP (National Register of Historic Places).

The National Register's standards for evaluating the significance of properties were developed to recognize the accomplishments of all peoples who have made a significant contribution to our country's history and heritage.  The criteria are designed to guide State and local governments, Federal agencies, and others in evaluating potential entries in the National Register.

Criteria for Evaluation.  The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and: 

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

B. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

D. That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Building #2305 was constructed in 1936 by the Civilian Conservation Corps.  The building has been found to be eligible to the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C (above).  The Washington State Historic Preservation Office concurred with this finding on April 14, 2008 (DAHP, 2008a).

No Action

If no action were taken, Building #2305 would continue in its current state. Minor deterioration due to weathering will have no effect on the building’s National Register eligibility.

 Proposed Action
Actions that would modify interior components of the building will have no adverse effect to those characteristics of the structure that make it eligible to the NRHP. The Washington State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) concurs with this finding by letter dated December 4, 2008 (DAHP, 2008b). 

Actions that would repair or repaint the exterior will have No Adverse Effect to those characteristics of the structure that make it eligible to the NRHP. The Washington State Historic Preservation Office concurs with this finding by letter dated December 4, 2008 (DAHP, 2008b). 

Actions that will be ground disturbing in nature (buried lines for electric, water, and sewer) will be monitored during implementation under conditions provided for in the Programmatic Agreement
 under Appendix B of that agreement.  This monitoring will have No Effect to those characteristics of the structure that make it eligible to the NRHP.

Wildlife


The following text is excerpted from “Biological Evaluation and Effects to Management Indicator Species Write-up for the Republic Fire Cache Remodel Project on the Republic Ranger District, Colville National Forest” by Colville National Forest west zone Wildlife Biologist Chris Loggers, Colville National Forest Botanist Kathy Ahlenslager, and Colville National Forest west zone Fisheries Biologist Karen Honeycutt, January 13, 2009.  Their report is incorporated by reference, and is included in the project file.

Introduction: Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, as amended, requires federal agencies to "ensure" that actions authorized, funded, or carried out by them are not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of Endangered, Threatened, or Proposed species, or result in the destruction or adverse modification of their critical habitats.  Also, the Forest Service has established direction (Forest Service Manual 2670) to guide habitat management for Endangered, Threatened, Proposed, and Sensitive species to ensure that these species receive full consideration in the decision making process.  That direction establishes the process, objectives, and standards for conducting a BE (Biological Evaluation).

The BE analyzed the effects of the proposed Republic Fire Cache Remodeling project to plant  and vertebrate and invertebrate animal species listed as Endangered, Threatened, or Proposed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and as Sensitive by the Regional Forester, Pacific Northwest Region, USDA-Forest Service.  It also includes effects to wildlife management indicator species (MIS) listed under the Colville National Forest’s Forest Plan.

Effects to Species:  The proposed project will have a negligible negative effect to Townsend’s big-eared bats and will not lead in a trend towards Federal listing or loss of viability.  The proposed project will have no effect to any other threatened, endangered, or sensitive species; management indicator species; or species of special concern.

Other Resources


Cultural Resources and Native American Religious Sites
There are no known Native American religious sites within the affected area.  The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation were invited to consult on this project (November 12, 2008), but they did not respond.

Recreation

Building #2305 is not a recreational facility and is not open to the public.  There would be no effect to recreational resources.

Visual Quality

The exterior of the building would be repaired and repainted, such that it would retain its historic character. The overall appearance is not expected to change appreciably. 

Soil and Vegetation (including sensitive plants, and noxious weeds)

Disturbance to soil would consist of no more than approximately 120 feet of trenching for sewer, water, and electrical lines.  Approximately 20 feet of this trenching would be across a paved roadway.  The remainder would cross lawn, which would be re-established at the conclusion of pipe or conduit burial.  There would be no timbered vegetation affected, and there would be no meaningful effect to any type of vegetation.

There are no sensitive plants in the area that could be affected.

Noxious weeds would be unlikely to become established in exposed soil because sod would be replaced or disturbed sites would be promptly re-seeded with sod-forming grass.  Any noxious weeds that invade would be treated along with the routine weed treatments done on the rest of the Republic District administrative site.

Range Management
The property is not grazed nor is it part of any grazing allotment.  Remodeling Building #2305 would not affect range management.
Water Quality, Stream Channel Stability, Wetlands, Floodplains, and Fisheries

There are no streams, lakes, ponds, wetlands, or floodplains within or near the project area.  The ground around Building #2305 is essentially level, so there is no potential for sediment or construction-related pollution to reach any watercourses.  There will be no effect to any aquatic resources.

Air Quality

There may be very minor quantities of dust created during demolition of the structures inside the building.  The effects will be only occur at the time of demolition, and will not be noticeable beyond the immediate construction site.  Roads leading to and from the site are paved, so there will be no dust created by construction traffic.  The overall effects on air quality will be negligible.
Other Effects


Public Health and Safety

There would be no public health and safety hazard associated with the project.  The Republic District administrative compound is not officially open to the public, but public use is not discouraged to any appreciable degree.  Several local people who are not District employees occasionally walk through the compound.  It is expected that the site will be signed as a construction zone and off-limits to everyone other than construction workers.  There should be no appreciable safety hazard to the public.

The material to be removed during demolition is primarily wood and metal (plywood, lumber, nails, other hardware).  There are no hazardous substances among the materials to be removed in the demolition phase.  Materials removed will be placed in industrial dumpsters and hauled to the Ferry County Transfer Station.
Unique Characteristics of the Area

Other than the historic character of Building #2305 (effects discussed on pages 8-9, above), the site contain no unique characteristics that would be affected by the proposal.  There are no: parklands (i.e., National Parks, National Monuments, National Recreation Areas, etc.); prime farmlands, range lands, or forest lands; wild and scenic rivers; or ecologically critical areas.  Wetlands and floodplains are not present in the area.  The project is not in Inventoried Roadless Area or on land tentatively identified as Potential Wilderness Area.

Civil Rights, Environmental Justice, and Social Effects

Environmental Justice means that, to the greatest extent practicable and permitted by law, all populations are provided the opportunity to comment before decisions are rendered on, are allowed to share in the benefits of, are not excluded from, and are not affected in a disproportionately high and adverse manner by, government programs and activities affecting human health or the environment (USDA, 1997).  In examining the proposed action, the environmental effects, and the fact that no public comments were received, there is no indication of any disproportionately high or adverse effect to Indian tribes, low income populations, or minority populations.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits discrimination in Federal program delivery, employment, and housing.  It is the policy of the Forest Service that the Responsible Official review proposed actions for civil rights impacts, and either prepare a civil rights impact analysis and statement of its findings for any proposed policy or organizational action which may have a major civil rights impact, or document the determination that a civil rights impact analysis and a statement of findings are not needed.

Review of the proposed action, the environmental effects, and the responses to scoping indicate no impacts to women, minority groups, or low income people, and no civil rights or social impacts associated with the proposed action to remodel the Republic Fore Cache.  A Civil Rights Impact Analysis is not needed.

Because Building #2305 is not generally open to the public, one of its values to society is limited to the knowledge that representative Depression-era buildings are still present in the community.  The State Historic Preservation Office has concluded that the historic character of the building would not be affected; therefore the social importance of the building also would not be affected.  

Perhaps of greater social importance is the benefit to the local community of the Forest Service’s fire prevention and suppression efforts.  Remodeling Building #2305 will improve the District’s ability to prevent and respond to wildland fires.  On the basis of the building providing these benefits to the community, there would be a beneficial social effect from its remodeling.
Economics

The estimated cost of remodeling Building #2305 is $420,000.  Funds for the project would be provided from Forest Service funds for capital improvement and deferred maintenance of facilities.
Unavoidable Adverse Effects

There are no unavoidable adverse effects associated with the project.  Potential adverse effects were identified for Historic and Wildlife resources, but these would be avoided by applying mitigation measures (see page 5)
Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

Irreversible commitments of resources are those that cannot be regained, such as the extinction of a species or the removal of mined ore.  Irretrievable commitments are those that are lost for a period of time such as the temporary loss of timber productivity in forested areas that are kept clear for use as a power line rights-of-way or road.  There would be no irreversible or irretrievable commitments of resources associate with this project.

Cumulative Effects 
Cumulative effects are defined as: “the impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency (Federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such other actions. Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of time (40 CFR 1508.7).”  Because there are no meaningful effects to any resources, there are no effects to add, and therefore no cumulative effects.

Other Required Disclosures

· There are no highly uncertain, unique, or unknown risks identified with the proposal to remodel the Republic Fire Cache building.

· The proposal to perform construction-related work on a Depression-era building is not a precedent-setting action.  The Colville National Forest has performed work on other buildings in the recent past, including lead-paint abatement projects several Depression-era houses on the Republic Ranger District administrative compound.
· The project is consistent with the Colville Land and Resource Management Plan because management of administrative sites is not subject to the plan (See discussion under Background, pages 1-2).

· The project is consistent with the NFMA (National Forest Management Act), because: a) the action is consistent with the Colville National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan; b) economic and environmental aspects were considered, including recreation, range, timber, watershed, wildlife, and fish; and c) provision for the diversity of plant and animal communities was considered.  The project does not propose to alter vegetation, so NFMA requirements related to alteration of vegetation do not apply.
· The project is consistent with the Endangered Species Act because there would be no effect regarding threatened, endangered, or proposed species, and no meaningful effect regarding sensitive fish, plant, or wildlife species (see Environmental Consequences, Wildlife, page 9).  Consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is not required because there would be no effect to listed species.
· The project is consistent with the NHPA (National Historic Preservation Act).  The NHPA requires the agency (i.e., the Forest Service) to:

1. Take into account the effect of the undertaking (NHPA, Section 106).  The effects of the project have been disclosed.  See Environmental Consequences, Historic Resources, pages 8-9.
2. Afford the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation a reasonable opportunity to comment (NHPA, Section 106).  The Forest Archaeologist concluded there would be no adverse effect, and the State Historic Preservation Office concurred with his conclusion.  Therefore, there was no need to invite comments from the Advisory Council. 
3. Evaluate historic properties for eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places (NHPA, Section 110).  The Republic Fire Cache building was evaluated and was recommended eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  The State Historic Preservation Office concurred with this recommendation on April 14, 2008 (DAHP, 2008a).  
4. Assume responsibility for the preservation of historic properties which are owned or controlled by the agency.  Properties under the jurisdiction or control of the agency as listed or eligible for the National Register are managed and maintained in a way that considers the preservation of their historic, archaeological, architectural, and cultural values (NHPA, Section 110). The building’s historic character would be preserved and maintained by the proposed action. The State DAHP (Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation) concurred that the project as proposed would have no adverse effect on the National Register eligible property, provided that the mitigation measures stipulated by the DAHP are included in the project design (DAHP, 2008a).
· There have been no conflicts identified with local (Ferry County), State, or Federal land use plans, policies, or controls for the area concerned.
Consultation and Coordination


The Forest Service consulted the following individuals, Federal, state and local agencies, tribes and non-Forest Service persons during the development of this environmental assessment:
Interdisciplinary Team


This project’s environmental analysis was conducted without a designated interdisciplinary team.  Policy in FSH 1909.15, 12.23, allows that proposals for less complex actions may be analyzed without an interdisciplinary team.  In such cases, a knowledgeable individual may perform the analysis, which must consider all of the physical, biological, social, and economic factors pertinent to the decision.  Interdisciplinary review of the analysis will be conducted for this project.  Such interdisciplinary review satisfies the requirement for use of the interdisciplinary approach.  The project analyst is James L. Parker, Colville National Forest Environmental Coordinator.  Forest Service specialists who were consulted or provided information included:

Steve Kramer (Archeology), 
Chris Loggers (Wildlife), 
Kathy Ahlenslager (Botany)

Karen Honeycutt (Fisheries), 
Hillary Talbott-Williams (Soils)
Lou Janke (Facilities Engineer)
Brian Sines (Fire Management Officer) 
Federal, State, and Local Agencies


State of Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation was invited to consult.  They replied with a letter concurring that the project as proposed would have no adverse effect.
Tribes


The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation were invited to consult (with copy to Camille Pleasants, CCT THPO).  The Colville Tribes did not respond to the offer to consult on the project.
Others


The proposal was provided to the public and other agencies for comment for 30-days, beginning with the publication of a legal notice in the Republic News-Miner newspaper on November 20, 2008.  No comments were received.
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