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Republic Fire Cache Remodeling


Decision Notice & Finding of No Significant Impact
Republic Fire Cache (Building #2305) Remodeling
USDA Forest Service
Republic Ranger District, Colville National Forest

Ferry County, Washington
Township 36 North, Range 33 East, Section 6
Decision and Reasons for the Decision
Background
The Colville National Forest proposes to remodel the interior of the Republic Fire cache, Building #2305, also known as the “Stockade,” and repair and refinish the exterior of the building.  The building is a CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps), Depression-era structure and has been determined as eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The project area is located on the Colville National Forest’s Republic Ranger District administrative compound within the City of Republic, in Ferry County, Washington.  

This action is needed to rectify numerous deficiencies relating to comfort, safety, security, and efficiency:  The current building has no toilet or shower facilities, is poorly protected from cold weather, and is not heated.  The exterior doors do not lock or fully enclose the building, and do not exclude animals/rodents or unauthorized people and do not provide adequate protection from theft or vandalism.  Facilities for equipment (including chainsaws) cleaning and maintenance are not up to current standards, nor are facilities up to standards for storing and using hazardous chemicals.  The stairway to the attic level is steep and hazardous.  Lighting is poor in many areas of the building, and wiring is not up to code.  Overall thirty-two health and safety deficiencies have been identified.

In order to meet this basic need, the building needs to be fully enclosed from the elements and made secure from unauthorized persons and unwanted animals/rodents.  Plumbing, heating, showers, and restrooms, need to be installed for occupant comfort and fire staffing needs, and electrical wiring and lighting needs to be brought up to code.  The stairway and the attic storage area need to be made safe.  Facilities for cleaning and maintaining chainsaws and other equipment needs to be up to Forest Service standards, as do facilities for handling and storing hazardous materials.

An EA (environmental assessment) has been prepared which evaluated and disclosed the environmental impacts associated with the proposal.  The EA (Environmental Assessment, Republic Fire Cache Remodeling, February 2009), is incorporated by reference, and is available on the Colville National Forest website (http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/colville/projects/nepa/) or may be requested from the Republic Ranger District, 650 East Delaware Ave., Republic WA  99166, (509) 775-7400.
Decision

Based upon my review of the Environmental Assessment, I have decided to implement the proposed action, which is to renovate the interior of the Stockade (Building #2305) to meet safety, security, comfort and efficiency needs, while retaining the original CCC-era historic appearance and character of the building.

Within the interior of the building, nearly all non-original structures would be removed, and a new fire cache facility would be constructed (see also Architectural Drawings in EA Appendix A).

· Existing plywood fire cache, storage cubicles, and the “jelly roll” work bench (used for preparing tree seedlings for planting) would be demolished and removed.

· New walls, man-doors, and power-operated garage doors would be constructed inside the existing north and south exterior walls and doors.

· Interior rooms and spaces would be constructed for storage, saw cleaning, shop, office, bathrooms/showers, laundry, wellness/exercise, and fire engine parking.

· The stairway to the attic storage area would be replaced.

· The attic storage area would be enclosed.

· Waterlines would be placed within the building interior (connected to the building’s existing water service about five feet outside the building, five feet deep), to provide water for bathrooms/showers and laundry rooms.

· An upsized water line may need to be installed, which would require about fifty feet of five foot deep trench to the existing water line off the northwest corner of the building.

· A buried sewer line would be added, from the building interior to the existing sewer line located approximately fifty feet south of the building.  Depth of sewer line would be up to six feet.

· Electrical facilities, heating, and lighting would be added or upgraded in the building interior.   A buried electrical line would be added, approximately eighteen inches deep, extending from the northeast corner of the building approximately twenty feet to air quality monitoring equipment located outside the building.

· Telecommunications lines would be added.  Fiber-optic lines would be added, utilizing the existing buried conduit from the Republic Ranger Station to the Stockade building.

Exterior walls, posts, doors, and windows would be repaired as needed; and the exterior would be repainted.

The following mitigation measures are to be included in the project:  

Heritage Resources

Windows and person doors constructed behind the existing sliding doors on the north and south elevations would be wood.  In addition, walls constructed behind these sliding doors would be clad in a material that is compatible with the historic character of Building #2305, and all elements; including the walls, windows, person doors, and garage doors would be finished in neutral color compatible with the exterior of the historic building.  

Copies of any cultural resource reports or monitoring information developed as a result of this project would be provided to DAHP (Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation).  

If additional information on the project becomes available, or if any archaeological resources are uncovered during construction, work would be halted in the area of discovery and the appropriate Native American Tribes and DAHP would be contacted for further consultation.
Wildlife - Townsend’s Big-Eared Bats:
The proposed project will affect a building and could displace individual bats.  Surveys of the building found small piles of guano, indicating small-scale roosting but not maternity colony or hibernaculum.  The loss of this habitat due to enclosing the building and/or attic would be mitigated by erecting three bat boxes in the vicinity of Building #2305.
This action will substantially improve the comfort, safety, security, and efficiency for the District’s fire and fuels management program while protecting the historic character of the building.  There were no significant issues identified for the project, and with the above mitigation measures applied, there will be no meaningful adverse effects.
Other Alternatives Considered


In addition to the selected alternative, I considered only the No Action alternative. Under the No Action alternative, the Republic Fire Cache would not be remodeled, and no project activities would be implemented to accomplish project goals.  A comparison between the Proposed Action and No Action can be found in the EA on pages 5 and 6.  

Public Involvement

The proposal was provided to the public and other agencies for comment for 30-days, beginning with the publication of a legal notice in the Republic News-Miner newspaper on November 20, 2008.  No comments were received.

The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation were invited to consult, with a letter sent on November 12, 2008.  No response was received.

Several issues regarding the effects of the proposed action were initially considered.  The issues of concern included effects to the historic character of the building (which has been determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places), and potential adverse effect to bats that occasionally roost in the building.  With the application of mitigation measures, there will be no effect to the building’s historic character (EA pages 8-9), and there will be only a negligible negative effect to Townsend’s big-eared bats. (see EA page 9). 
Finding of No Significant Impact
After considering the environmental effects described in the EA, I have determined that these actions will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment considering the context and intensity of impacts (40 CFR 1508.27).  Thus, an environmental impact statement will not be prepared.  I base by finding on the following:

1. My finding of no significant environmental effects is not biased by the beneficial effects of the action.

2. There will be no significant effects on public health and safety, because the Republic District administrative compound is not officially open to the public, and it is expected that the site will be signed as a construction zone and off-limits to everyone other than construction workers.  Also, there are no hazardous substances among the materials to be removed in the demolition phase.  Materials removed will be placed in industrial dumpsters and hauled to the Ferry County Transfer Station. (see EA page 11).

3. There will be no significant effects on unique characteristics of the area, because the historic character of Building #2305 would be protected (see EA pages 8-9), and the site contains no other unique characteristics that would be affected by the proposal.  There are no: parklands (i.e., National Parks, National Monuments, National Recreation Areas, etc.); prime farmlands, range lands, or forest lands; wild and scenic rivers; or ecologically critical areas.  Wetlands and floodplains are not present in the area.  The project is not in Inventoried Roadless Area or on land tentatively identified as Potential Wilderness Area. (see EA page 11).

4. The effects on the quality of the human environment are not likely to be highly controversial. There is no known scientific controversy over the impacts of the project.
5. The effects analysis shows the effects are not uncertain, and do not involve unique or unknown risk. (see EA page 12).

6. The action is not likely to establish a precedent for future actions with significant effects, because the Colville National Forest has performed work on other Depression-era buildings in the recent past, including lead-paint abatement projects several Depression-era houses on the Republic Ranger District administrative compound. (see EA page 12).

7. The cumulative impacts are not significant because there were no meaningful cumulative effects identified. (see EA page 12).

8. The action will have no significant adverse effect on districts, sites, highways, structures, or objects listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, because Building #2305’s historic character would be preserved and maintained by the proposed action.  The State DAHP (Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation) concurred that the project as proposed would have no adverse effect on the National Register eligible property, provided that the mitigation measures stipulated by the DAHP are included in the project design. (see EA pages 8, 9, and 13).  The action will also not cause loss or destruction of significant scientific resources (none are associated with the building), or cultural resources (Tribes of the Colville Reservation were asked if there were concerns about cultural resources but did not reply; and social effects are briefly discussed in the EA on pages 11-12).
9. The action will not adversely affect any T & E (threatened or endangered) species or habitat that has been determined to be critical under the Endangered Species act of 1973, because the biological evaluation conducted for the project concluded there would be no effect to T & E species. (see EA page 9.)  Because the BE found no effect to T & E  species, consultation with US Fish and Wildlife Service is not required.
10. The action will not violate Federal, State, and local laws or requirements for the protection of the environment.  Applicable laws and regulations were considered in the EA. (see EA page 13).  The action is consistent with the Colville National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan. (See EA pages 13).

Administrative Review or Appeal Opportunities, and Implementation Date

This project is not subject to administrative review (appeal) because no comments were received during the 30-day public comment period (36 CFR 215.12(e)(1)). Therefore, implementation may begin immediately upon publication of a notice of this decision in the Newspaper of Record.  

Contact

For additional information concerning this decision, contact Colville National Forest Environmental Coordinator James L. Parker at the Republic Ranger District, 650 East Delaware Ave., Republic, WA  99166, (509) 775-7462, e-mail jlparker02@fs.fed.us.  


_/s/ Linda M. Ellett Fee _________________                                        February 6, 2009
LINDA M. ELLETT FEE                                                                  date
District Ranger

Republic Ranger District





































The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 


To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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