
 

                                                  
  
    
  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

 

BE FIREWISE 
News Contact: 423.476.9729 

  
 
CLEVELAND,TN – March 20, 2008..   For many Americans the dream of living in the “country” is 
very real.  The lure of the woods is very appealing in this age of hustle and bustle.  Each year 
many people throughout the nation build homes in forested areas that could place them in a 
critical situation in the event of a wildfire.  These homes have something in common with the 
forest that surrounds them; they can both be highly flammable. 
    
The following FFiirreewwiissee tips can help you protect your home from wildfire: 

 
 
Remove lower tree branches, those that may overhang the roof, and dead branches. 
 
Take advantage of passive firebreaks such as green lawns, sidewalks, and driveways around 
your property. 
 
Rake, clear and remove surface fuel, such as brush, limbs and pine needles, a minimum of 30 
feet from structures – the more the better.  Make it lean, clean and green. 
 
 Do not stack firewood next to buildings. Regularly check the roof for combustible materials and 
clean the gutters of debris. 
 
Make sure a wood burning stove/fireplace and its chimney meet safety standards. 
 
Post your local firefighting agency’s phone number in a visible place. 
 
Have tools readily available: shovel, rake, axe, saw, ladder, 2 gallon bucket, etc. 
 
Have an adequate water supply.  Water sources need to be accessible to firefighters. 
 
Provide adequate access for fire equipment. 
 
 When building a home, use noncombustible roofing materials. 
 
 
For detailed information on protecting your home visit the Firewise web site at www.firewise.org. 
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