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Benton, TN – December 2, 2009…  The Ocoee Whitewater Center and Gift Shop will 
be open Friday-Sunday from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM during the winter season. The Tanasi 
Trail system is open daily during daylight hours.  Portions of Thunder Rock Campground, 
Chilhowee Recreation Area and Parksville Campground are also open at this time. 
  
Immediately after the November rock slide on U.S. Highway 64 traffic was restricted from 
driving to the Ocoee Whitewater Center from the east and to Chilhowee Recreation Area 
from the West.   Traffic is now being allowed to the Whitewater Center and Thunder Rock 
Campground from the east (Ducktown side) and as far as State Route 30 from the west. 
Ocoee District Ranger, Monte Williams said, “Now folks can access the Whitewater Center, 
Thunder Rock Campground, Chilhowee Recreation Area, Parksville Campground and the 
various trails in the area. These are all popular recreation sites. Clear cool days, exceptional 
views, and the many hues of gray that winter offers in the mountains appeals to many 
people.  It’s a great time of year to visit the Ocoee Whitewater Center and the Forest.” 
  
The Ocoee Whitewater Center (OWC) is the site of the 1996 Olympic whitewater event.   It 
is located in the Cherokee National Forest along the banks of the Ocoee River.  The OWC 
provides a variety of land and water based recreation opportunities in a unique natural 
setting. The 30-mile Tanasi Trail System begins at the OWC and offers various degrees of 
challenge for hikers and mountain bikers.    
 

For more information contact: 
• Ocoee Whitewater Center: 423-496-0100 
• Gift shop at the OWC: 423-496-1145 
• Ocoee Ranger District: 423-338-3300 

 
 

### 
 
   

  FFoorreesstt  SSeerrvviiccee,,  UUSSDDAA    
CChheerrookkeeee  NNaattiioonnaall  FFoorreesstt  
 

 
 
 

 

NNEEWWSS  
 
 33117711  HHWWYY  6644  

BBeennttoonn,,  TTNN  3377330077--55882233  
NNeewwss  CCoonnttaacctt::    MMoonnttee  WWiilllliiaammss  
                                                          442233--333388--33330000  
  


	Ocoee Rnager District
	Ocoee Whitewater Center and Other Recreation Sites Open
	Cherokee National Forest
	NEWS


