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Lava Lands Visitor Center and Lava River Cave  

Opening Soon 
 
 

BEND--The remodeling of Lava Lands Visitor Center is complete after two years of 
construction.  The new Lawrence A. Chitwood Exhibit Hall will be open to the public on 
May 1st.  This new exhibit is the final piece to the grand re-opening of the Lava Lands 
Visitor Center.  Last year 1,500 square feet were added to the center for the lobby, 
reception area and bookstore.  These makeovers are the first of their kind in over thirty 
years.   
 
The interpretive themes of the new exhibit hall will showcase how Central Oregon 
geology, ecology, climate and culture are interwoven.  With the assistance of various 
partnerships, the Forest Service is able to showcase the latest information on topics 
ranging from volcanic activity in the Cascade Mountains to Paleo-Indian technology.  
New activity exhibits will allow visitors to explore the bottom of Paulina Lake, test the 
weight and buoyancy of local rocks, examine the molar of a Columbian mammoth, and 
experience the sights and sounds of an active volcano. 
 
Lava Lands Visitor Center, Lava Butte and Lava River Cave 
Lava Lands will be open Wednesday through Sunday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m  

May 1st through June 30th and  
September 8th through October 15th,. 

 
Lava River Cave will open Friday, May 8th. Lava River Cave offers self-guided 
exploration of a mile-long lava tube. Lantern rentals are available for $4.00.  It takes 
approximately 1.5 hours to tour the entire cave. Lantern rentals are available until 4:00 
p.m.   
 
Both sites are open seven days a week from July 1st until September 7th from 9:00 a.m. 
until 5:00 p.m. 
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Interpretive Programs 
Interpretive programs are offered from June 20th until September 7th at Lava Lands 
Visitor Center. Check the information desk at the Center for the current schedule.  
Additional programs are provided at the following locations from June 20th through 
September 7th: 
 
  Lava Lands Visitor Center  

 Mount Bachelor--Pine Marten Lodge 
 Newberry Caldera--various locations 
 Cascades Lakes Highway--various locations 
 High Desert Museum 

 
Interpretive and educational program schedules will be posted at entrance stations, 
information desks and campground bulletin boards.  Please check the weekly schedule 
for times and locations throughout the summer.   
 
For more information call Lava Lands Visitor Center at (541) 593-2421.   
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