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U.S. Forest Service Signs Land Stewardship Agreement with National Wild Turkey 

Federation 

(Columbia, S.C., March 19, 2007) – The Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests 

(FMS NFs) recently signed a 10-year land stewardship agreement with the National Wild 

Turkey Federation (NWTF) that will allow for the development of cooperative wildlife 

habitat improvement projects designed to protect, improve, restore, and maintain habitat 

for a variety of upland wildlife species, including the wild turkey. The stewardship 

agreement area includes all 629,695 acres of the FMS NFs.   

  

“The Forest Service has had an extremely successful long-term relationship with our 

partners at NWTF,” Regional Forester Charles L. Myers, who oversees the agency’s  

-more- 



 
 
2-2-2 

U.S. Forest Service Signs Land Stewardship Agreement with National Wild Turkey 

Federation 

Southern Region.  “This long-term agreement, the second of its kind within the Forest 

Service and the first within the Southern Region, will allow for even stronger, 

cooperative efforts between our two organizations to enhance and restore the wild turkey 

and its associated wildlife resources.” 

 

"The U.S. Forest Service has been one of our partners from the earliest days of the 

NWTF," said Bryan Burhans, NWTF national director of land management programs.  

“Both organizations share an interest in improving the condition and function of the 

landscape on the Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests, not only for wildlife 

concerns, but also for landscape and stand diversity. A healthy landscape provides a 

variety of benefits not only for the wild turkey, but also for associated wildlife species, 

including threatened and endangered species.” 

 

The FMS NFs and the NWTF have previously accomplished a variety of habitat 

improvement projects in South Carolina ranging from fuel reduction projects to noxious 

weed treatments to prescribed burns. The stewardship projects implemented under this 

agreement may include hazardous fuel treatments, prescribed fire, vegetation 

management to enhance overall habitat conditions, noxious weed control, forage seeding, 

road management, and recreational facility management, where they are used to enhance 

the public’s use and enjoyment of wild turkey and associated wildlife resources. 
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Myers said the agreement will produce projects important to both organizations. 

“The stewardship projects in this agreement will enhance the mission of both 

organizations by improving and creating high-quality habitat areas on a landscape scale,” 

he said. 

 

This agreement also will provide an opportunity for both groups to seek additional 

funding including the use of retained receipts from other approved stewardship contracts 

to expand partnership opportunities, and to garner new and additional support from 

partners, including the timber industry, agencies, NWTF members and volunteers.   

 

For more information on the Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests, please 

visit our website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/fms 

 

For more information on the National Wild Turkey Federation, call (800) THE-

NWTF or visit our website at http://www.nwtf.org 
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