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CARIBOU HISTIRY
kt
Zarly Hlstory of the Caribou ivea
Southenstorn Idaho, Wegtern Viyoming ard Northern Utsh where the preseant
Caribem Natioual Forest is now situated was a favorite humting ground
for many Iadian trides and sub~itribes and uwafartunastely fer reaidemt
tWibes the area was at the orossroads of travel routes, from the great

plains to tho west coast; frox the northwest and Canadian regions to
Lhw Spanish souwntry to the south. It was therefors the scene of many

violent clashea betwoea Indian tribes.
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The resident Indians were of the Shoshonesn Natlom; espscinlly the
Shoshoni, Bamnocks (knowa glso as ths Pannacks and Panaiti) and the
Lamhi tribes,

The records of Wygbh. bwwille, Briﬁger, Robert Stuart, Hm‘ Qm.
Rusgell, Goodhart, Fremoent, Landor, Farnham and other early white mem

who visited the area mention the presense of hunting and wor parties of
tinnry Indiam tribes within the ares, especlally the Nes Perces, Absorokas -
(Crow Indians), Blackfeet, Flathesd, Tukuarika (Sheep Saters), Bmim
Sioux, Diggers, Utes (Utehs), Arapshoes and Piutes,

Mz o pEKG e
The Indiansg in the Ceribou ecountry were not very rrosperous ags measured
by the red man's own standard of living, Some of them were cousidered
trustworthy and friendly by soms early trappers and explorers, while
other small groups were described as thiasves, cutthroats and uncouth
rascals,

Coming of the White Hen

The first white men to visit the Caribou area were the overlasd party

of We Po Hunbe There were £6 men in this party who left their 77 horges
at Hemry's Fort end erbarized, in September 1811, in 14 canoss dowm the
¥orth Fork of Snake River, then known as Hemry's Fork, past ths junction
with the South Fork of Snake River, snd on to Caldron Limm, the Twin Falls
of Snake River, where their boats wers lost and abandoned, They proceeded
on foot toward the Pzcific Coaste

Pive men of the £6 in this group; naxmely, Jossph Miller, Jacob Resner,
Edward Roblnson, Martin Cass and John Hoback, stayed at Hemry's Fort to
hunt and trap and awali the return of the lumt party the next year.

These five men, although none of them left a written record, are in all
probability the first white men to vislt the Blackfoet River, Portaeuf
River, Desr River, Salt River, Grays Leke, Bear Lake and other parts of
the Caridbou area, im 1811 and the first part of 1812, They reported
being attaaqlted by the Arspahoe Indians near South Pass, losing their
horses snd propertys Cass laf't the other four and was never hsard of
again,.
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 They eallod Bear River ™illar's Kiver® far Joe iller, They eallsd
Portneu? River, "Fall Creek™.

Robert Stuart cmmtacted the remeining four menm ia 1812 and tells us
that they deelided to zuide hin baock through the mountain passss by
way of Bear Rivers Theso feur mem were the first imown be fxrap Leaver
o the gtrsams of the Caribou Natlonal Forest.

ihe soecond zroup of white men to travel over this area was Rebert Stuart
on his trip from Astoria to Washington and back to St. Louis as o part
of the Hunt axpeditizme Stuart's diary tells us that his party wes rede
up of John Day, Benjamin Jenes, Francols Ls Clere, Awndre Valls, Robert
¥sClellan and Remsay Crooks, When they entered the Snake River sountry
from the west they were joined by ldller, Retner, Hoback aad Robinsen
in what is now Southwestern Idahe, but thess four men ggaim detached
themgelves from the maian party.

Stuart's route near and over the prasent Caribou Forost ias the first
route of white men to be described in detail in a writtem record and it
is than)fm congidered important emouzh to be deseribed herwe {(Also
308 AP je

"Sapterber 8, 1812 = Camped on south side of streax™. (Portaeuf, about
oppoaite mouth of Ross Fork)s

"September 7 = Went up south side of (Portneuf) stresm.” (famped at mouth
of ¥ink Creek).

"September 8 = To mouth of Marsh Creek, up it 5 miles to cacp.”

"September 9 = Wemt due east § miles to Portmeuf them up the Portneuf en
1m side 7 miles to en Indian camp and them 3 miles %o Dempsey Croek;

% more nmiles to Figh Ureek, Followsd north side of Fizh Creek 4 mileaj
then east over the divide; then 18 milsa eagt to Bear Rivers up Bear
River 2 miles to where wa found horpse feed," (They recarded that the
valleys had recently been burned by grass firey 42 miles travel this
day. Lot of buffalo sizn but sew noue).

"Septenber 10 = Up Bmmmiv, around Alexander Cap and on 15 miles and
carped ab Eight ¥ile Cresi.”

"September 11 - Went 25 milos up Bear River and camped Ceorgetown Cresk.
Sew antelopej trout fishing poor, suckers plemtiful,”

"Septender 12 = Went 14 miles southsast Lo forks then up Bear River 8
miles east and camped”, (Now called Camp Stuart, near Dimgle, Idaho).

PSeptember 135 « 10 miles east over hills to Thomases’ Fork near mouth
of strewmty thenm up Thomases’ Fork 15 miles snd csmped where Pruess
Crewiz entors Thomases! Fork."
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"Septesber 14 = Continuod up the fork (Ihemasos' Fork) 3 miles, then agw
gending the mowntalne on the right steered a little west of north for 18
miles more, whore we found s acasiderable branch (Crow Creek) running
due north on whieh we stopped for the nizht", {(This camp muct have been
ma the flat Just below the presemt uppsr bridge om Crow Creek).

?Jeptanier 15 = Orosced the Iranch (Crow Creek) end contimmed on for 12
miles N, ¥E to a low ridge (Yarduern Zellow Pass) which passing over we
found another ghreax (Tysee Sreek) and wamt north 15 rore (miles) ta

whers it out threagh the mountain, here ascending (Stwrp Croek)s rmleg
E, KE, broaght us to mir nightts ledzing on the last wetor cowrss (Stump) -
Croek above juburn, Wyombag)." e

"Sgptembar 16 =~ Qur sourse was 2 miles Z, NZ wwd 4 miloa BB to a large
stroan (Gult Hlver) rumming $owards the novth, vhich orossing we fousd
a doop Indisn path end follewed it for 19 more (niles) due morth and

, or the bank of the river (Salt River between upper and lower
3%5 Vallays) which runs with grest rapidity over a stemy and gravally
bed® o

Toeptewhasr 17 = leaving cur oaxp late we kept at some distence frem the
right bank of the river (Salt River for 11 miles merth em mcoouwt of
guonpy grousd (lower Star Vellsy bottons); next 5 (siles) ¥, NW whem
the path winding itz the scet we followed it 111 seeing two streams
issuing from the mountains, exsmined and found the most southerly
{Crays River) a waler sourse of considérebls magmitude, and the other
mich greater which from the opinian of thoze of last Pall's party (Mumtta
trip wastward in 1811) mmat be Med River (Sewth Pork of Snake River)e
Herw gerding Jones to see if & pastagze wes prectissbie in that direction
{esst) we turned our faces to the west, and at the end of 3 miles took
up our nightts quarters (in = low polnt) amamz scne amell cottomwoods™.
{(This camp would te cbout where the present highwey, U.8. 89 crosses
South Fork of Snake Eiver).

"Supbamber 15 = Proceeding 1} mileg west oressed fork (Salt River) we
bave followed these tmm days « o « « 4% milos northwest brousht ua to
whare wy gtopped for the alght". (This must be Rdwerd's Creek Flat on
south side of Seuth Fork of Snake River)s '

Sepherber 19 = T5 was at this canp where 20 ibsoroka (Crow Indians)
attacked the party and stole all their horses.

Septomber 20 = The loss of their harsen loft the perty on foot, They
wore headsd far Fort Henry 45 obtaln assistasce esnd proceed on sastward
The diary says "10 miles northwest %o good [Mabing place and cauped®,
Thiz was pribably Calealty Poind.

Septanbor 21 - The party procevied on foob te Ysamen Crgelks mede rafts
to vida down the river.

“Saptember 22 ~ 20 miles domn the river and camped on the low hill (now
in the Snake River Ranger Statiom pasture)."
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Soptardber 23 - The perty sontinued by rall dom the riwver theough Conanb
Valley exd through the canyon helow and on foot Yo Pork Henry and them
progesded on east by the way of Telen Vallay, Jackson Hole and Hoback
vere

There has alwsys besen much onnfugioa abouwd Stuerdis route from Fruess
Creek to the mouth of Grays River, bDub his dlary seena correct and the
route of travel is without o doubt 28 outlined on the sscarpanying mape

Ths Boever Harvest

The first extensive beaver trapping of rocord mus in 18185 to 1821, when
Demald MeoKenzie led a trapping expedition to the arsa for the Nerthwest
Fur Compeitye limcKenzle head first visitsd the ares in 1810 with the

We Ps Bunt party.

Alexander loss was a membor of Maclenzis's party and Hess Fork was named
for him in 1819, Frencis Payette, for whom the Payette River was nened,
wns also o mezber of the MacKenzle trapping oxpedition to the Portneuf,
Zlackfoot, Bear River and other upper Sncits River drainsges.

In 1823 Finan MoDonald headed the trapplsg sxpedition, Alexander Ross
led it in 1824, and Johm Work ceme im 18313 all in the Literest of the
Pudaon Bay Company whioch $ock over the Northwest FPur Cocpany in 1821,

Jim Bridger amd a small party eploded the Bear River and north iate
Slackfoot River ia the mmmer of 1524, and in this same yoar Jedediah
Suith trappred besver on whet iz imowm as the Portneul end Blackfoot
Bﬁm;m, Toe valusble beaver pelts of this ares was inown rather widely
by 18244

Poter Sy Yeemey Opden, representing the Hudsom Bay Company, spresd his
trappers throughout the Caribot County in 1825, end the Portneuf River
was nemed in 1825 for one of Ogden's trappers known as Portneuf who was
killed by Indians while traveling along the stream to lncate lMoXay's
party of trapperi,.

D 1887 the trappers’ rendesvous was held on the south shore of Bear
Lake under the direction of Smith, Jackson and Sublette,

The fall of 1827, Peter Ugden and 16 men camped in the forks of the
Fortuouf and Snake Rivers. It was a cold, damp winter with deep snow
and they lost most of thelir horazes.

Imy 6, 1826, !oKay and hia party working for Peter Ogden returned frem
the Portuneul, Bear and Blackfoot Rivers to the main camp along the lower
Portneuf River with 440 beaver pelts, and Peter Ogden resords that he
eollected a total of 2440 beaver and headed back to Fort Vencouwer in
1328,

By 1824 the beaver harvest was luriag mem fram all over the eontinent,

¥ b serful lontreal Nortinmst Pur Campany be sondlng trap
ﬁn%% about 1812, The rich fur in ﬁa carf‘g:u ayea wms vgrﬁﬁ
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hizhly and by 1840 a parade of fur companies, irappers and troders hed
roamed the country taking the fur by trapping and by trading with the
Tndianse Thisz perisd sew the lorihwest Fur Company, the Hudson Bay fur
Company, the Amerisan Pur Compsny, Pacific Fur Company, The Southwest
Puy Company, the Missourl Fur Company, the Rocky Mountain Fur Company,
the Colhumbia Hiver Fishing end Treding Coempany, as well as independemt
trappers and small partnerships competing for the beaver, mink, tuffalo
robes, ad other valuable fur to the point of depletiom.

This deplation of beaver ard buffelo in the Caribou ares was so erident
by 183§ that Bomnevills remarked upom his return to the Blackioet River
to hunt buffale that the country wss no lomger it for white mem to
live in becouse the beaver sud tuffalo had pome. The depletion of zew
and fur, however, was not so complets as to end the wandsrings of the
trapper and huntor. The cream of the orop had been removed dut encugh
beaver rerained to make their pursult profitable,

Thite traders and trappers contimusd to enter the Caribou

George Coodhart, who married liz:zie Pattes, daughter of Joseph m,
the fermuns:t Fort Hall for the Amsriesn Pur Company, iz 1861, says in
his "Trails of Early Idaho"” that ho gid Charley Robinsom ocollscted,
from trappers and Indlans, 480 beaver, 210 mink, 300 bucksking in the
spring of 1862 on a tylp fyom Fort Hall up the South Fork of Snake
River, along Salt River; up Tinoup Creek to Grays Lake and om Blaglkw
foot River to Sods Springs. This seaned to de the total cateh of ald
the trappers im the ares over the winter trapping seasom,

Bridger, Fitspatrick and party alomg with Nathenlel Wywth and hig party
extered winter carp in the Snaks River bottoms near where Rexburg is
acw in 1882, The winter was swveres They decided to move scuth and
in Jamuary 18335 they (about 85 men ia all) moved to the mouth of the
Portneuf River where they could have feed for thelir horses.

It was at thiz winter cerp whers amother famous mountaein man made hig
appearance in this pert of the country, Dridger says Kit Carson and a
sonpanion joined them end it was whlle attempting to repossess some of
their horseg, stolem by some Indlans, that Cargon received the only
wound he had sver suffered up to thad time in a skirmish up in the low
hills on the Blackfoot River.

NHathaniel Wysth's entry into the historic arena somenhat deninates the
pagss of history for this period. He, with his party, entered the Bear
River, Portnsuf, Snake River area in 1832,

In his jourmal for July 28, 1332, He Wyeth says, "le crossed Lewis River
(8outh Fork Smake River) in a bull boat without ageident and moved west

4 nilsa where we struck into a deep ravine with a little water in it,
This ravine is bordered by high precipices on eeoh side snd i3 xmells
Thrae miles up this we encamped for the nighd, This strean is called
‘iuddyts As there are several of this name 1t is requisite te distinguish
this by the coznomen of "Muddy that falls into Le®is'®,
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This easily indentifiss this "Muddy® as the presemt Fall Creek on the
Snaks River Reangex District. ’

{n this same trip, hoe continued om up Pall Cresk up the right fork,
down Hell Cresk to Grays Lake outlet, on across Willow Creek to Blaclkw
foot River abt about the mouth of Grave Creek, to head of Portauwef and
orito the Smake River Valley. (This route is showm on map),

OsBorns Russell; one of Wyeth's employses, made ssveral trips through

tha area east of 3nake River in 1332, 1833, 1834, 1835, and left an

interssting Jourmal of his routs of travel, some of which 1s shown on
the scoompanylng map.

Blg Game and Fur Animals
It is natural that big game, game animels of all speciles, and fur
bearers were the most important resources of the inbtermountain aresa

both to the Indian and white man. To both, the game meant life itself;
food, clothing and a basis for industry.

We today are fortunate to have preserved for us in the diaries, notes

and journals of the early explorers, trappers and traders a fairly good

sccount of the abundance and species of the wildlife resources from 1811
+o 1860, ‘ ‘

The reading of many records wherein the writers desoribe long perieds of
hunger and even starvatiom; the eating of roobs,bark, rawhide, leather
goods, dogs and even caxmiballsm glves rise to the erroaecus ldea that
game was very scarce, in fact was almost entirely absemt.

We pust, however, remember that the men of those times had no way to

carry fresh meat. They travelled light; did not provide for the morrow
and were thereby subjected to periods of food scarcity. Many were rank
"tenderfeet™, babes in the woods, and guffered because of their lack of
experience and ability to rough it

I4 was not uncommen for svenm one or two men to kill a buffaloc for each
meal, somstimes two in ome day snd comsume only what they could eat at
one meal, dopemdingupon their luck and skill to kill some animal for

food for the nmext meals. This was wasteful but practicabls from their

peint of view at that tinme.

Robert Stusrt mentioms very little game om his trip in 1811 and 1812,
He was traveling fast and light. Ee was in unfriendly Indien country
and after all he and his party wers not mountain mem, They were "green=
horns", city-raised men and not too well experienced in caring for them-
gelves under the rigorous conditioms they experiemced. They reported
antelope, buffalo, grizzly bear along the Porimeuf, Bear River and Salt
River, but they were in too great a hurry to hunt.

1832 Wyeth ; manybuf'alg the Portneuf alleye
%mkain she i?v:gﬁi%g%sen‘c on tge oﬁnou?, on Dear ﬁi% i ﬁ ﬂly Bear
were apparemtly quite mmerous throughout the emtire area. oy were
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Salt Rivers Antelope wore very mumersus and were seen ®ach day along
$he route of travel. Dieer wore evideutly not too plentiful, At lesst
they 41d not get much mention ia the recordss Elk wers in gpbout the
same categorye The fact that game was encoumtered newrly every day
meena that the game populetion and distributicen was better than today.

In 1833 Captain Bomnevills desoribed the Blackfoot River walleys and
the upper Portawf Mver valley as "luffels cowxbry” amd buffele wors
20 plentiful there that he and all other sxploring and trapping proups,
o3 wall =3 the Indigns, made s practice of huaxting in this areas

In 1334, on July 9, Wyeth and party emsped at Soda Springs (he called
it Beer Springs) and met Thomes loKsy of the Budsoem Bay Companye. They
want north en July 10 to Blaskfoot River Valley and met Captaln Bonnew
ville with hia party of 23 men who were killing and drying buffale
meats Captaln William Stewart and his party jJoined the other groups
on that day and all hunted buffalo. |

Captain Btmmm laft with his 23 mem on July 11, loaded with drisd
buffale, choios meat (which usually meant the tongues axd humpa), on
his way to the Pesific Cosaste

Wyeth's party mentionad Idlling 3 grissly bear, several buffalo and
then they procecded west to Ross Fork, and them kdlled a buffalo bull
on Snake River, July l4.

July 27, 1832, Wyseth caxped on Willow Creek somswhere socuth of present
day Bone, Idshe end remarked in his jourmal, "Plenty of buffale here
mé mosquitoss too”,

It iz fortunate that Oshorne Russell was amomg the sarly treppers who
mede Southeast Idaho thelr hesdquarters, 1f pot their homs, He was
with VWyeth im 1832 and we find that he was st Port Hall as late aa
1845, He was s restless individual and loved to explore and hunt mnd
1ef't a vivid written resgorde He visited all of the ersa now in the
Caribon Forest and ons of his trips is shown on the mep of early travel
roctose ‘ ‘

‘Russell wrote the first posm written in Idaho when he was samped en the
slopes of what iz now ealled it, Putnam, probably on the upper Buckslkin
Msadows now in the Portmmuf divisiom of the Caribou Porest. Russell's
poen was entitled "The BunterYs Farewell” and his mentlon of the “ewes"
snd "tinid lasdbs® refors to the noumtein shaep which ware evidently
plextiful in this area up to 1840, The poem alss gives the ides that
Yiz zams was becordng sosvee Irom the prefessional lunters' viewpoist.

%o know that from 1818 to 1845 the bhuffalo wers literally slanghtered
in this area and Rusgell's poem mimiions of this lesds to the conclusion
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that he wns recording facts in poetry,

Aise, yo hoary loy-mantled towers

That ofttires plerce the onward fleeting mists,
Hhogse feet sre washed by gentle summer showers,
While Phosbus' rays play on your sparkling creatsy
The smooth green wales you seen prepared to guard,
Besst with groves of ever-verdant pines,

Would Purnish themes for Albion's noble bard,

Far ‘bove a hunter's rude unvaruished rhyme.

Misa, yo £locks that skirt the mountein's brow,
find sport on banks of everlasting mow,

Ye timid lambs end sirpls, harmless ewes,

%ho fearless view the dresd abyss below,

0f't have I watched your seeming med career
While 1lightly ¢ripping oter the diamal heights,
Or ocliffs o'erhanging yawning caverns drear,
Where none elge tread save fowls of alry f£light,

0ft have I climbed these rough stupendous rocks

In search of food ‘mongst Nature's well-fed herds,
Until I gained the rugged mountain's top,

¥here Boreas reigned or feathered monarch goared.
On some rude crag projecting from the ground

I've sat awhile, my waried limbs to rest,

And scanned the unsuspecting flocks around

With anxious care selecting cut the Deste.

The prize obtalned, with slow and heavy step,
Paced down the gtesp and narrow winding path,

To gsome smooth vale where orystal streamlets net.
And skillful hand prepared & rich repasty

Then hunters' joks and merry humor'd apert
Beguiled the tine, and livened aevery face;

The hours flew fast and seemed like moments, short,
t741 twinkling plants told of midaightt's pace.

But now these scenes of cheerful mirth are domne,
The antlered herd are dwindling fast,

The mmorous trails so doep by bison worn,

How teer with weeds or overgrown with grassj

A few gaunt wolves are scattersd o'er the place,
Where herds, since tizme unknowm to man, have fed,
With lomely howls, and aluzgish, omward pace,

Tell their sad fate and where their bones are laid,

Ye rugzed mounts, ye vales, ye streams and trees,
To you  hunter bids his last ferewell,

I'm bound for shores of distant western seas,

To view the farefamed Mltromah's fertils vale;

I leave these regions, once femed hunting grounds,
Which I, perhaps, again shall ase no more,

And follow dowm, led by the setting sum,

Or distant sound of proud Columbia's roar.



-

It is lubsresting to note thal racsis Zrymabinger, agent ab Ford Hall for
fndson Bry Coumpeny i:m 1838, stated In his report to the company that the
sountry was ruined; the beaver were gone sz well as buffalo zebting scerce,
and his report stated that the total catoh of beaver ssserbled at Fort
Hall was 3300.

The preseuxt populantion of beaver ia this same area is estinated to be 15,000
and the satolh under state supervision was about 4000 in 1544, =and the same
in 1%45.

As nsar as old recorda disslose, the bsaver population mmist be about ag
great at the presest time (1945) in the Caribou area as they were durinsg
the 1820's and greater than during the 1l330's, after which bdeaver became
more ssarce with each passing decade until they wore practically eliminsted
from the area by 1500,

Buffalo gradually disappeared from the country before 1380,

George Goodhart (1842-1527) in his "Trails of Barly Idaho” does not membtion
buffalo as being presest in any of the area in Scutheastern Idsho. In fact,
he states that the Damnock Indians hunted buffalo im 1860, stating that 8
Indians left Fort Hall and proceeded to the Sweetwater River as for as
Independ enge Rock before they were able to kill 10 buffale each, which they
brought back to Fort Hall.

Goodhart reported killimg deer (white tail) in 2ink Cresk, Dazneok Crosk;
antelope on Birch Creek, South Fork Smake River, aud elk in Crystal Creek,
He reported seeing a thousand elk calves on a trip from Camas Prairie 4o
Areds

Frem all that san be learned deer, elk, antelope, mountain sheep beowme
scarce im the 1370's and continued to diminigh in mmbers until 1950 ia the
Caribou Forest aree with the corplote elimination of meoumtein shesp, antelope,
&l ffaloa

Doer and el have increased aslnoe 1930 and now we have an egtirsted 2600 doer
and 1200 elk on the forest,

In 1544, 52 hoad of antelope were seen in Dry Valley on the forest, bubt none
wero seen during 1945. Vhere they caze from and where they went has never
beon ascertained,

#olves, coyotes, lynx, bob oats, browm and black bear, zrizzly beer, wolverine
and pwia ware precent in comsiderable mumbers om the Caribou Forest until
after 1900,

The last grizzly bear were seen in 19203 wolverene were unreported after 1925,
and wolves have been practioally eliminated zines 1330,

It 18 interest t5 note that the Fall Creck Zasin Cattle Associatiom withe
drew thelr §$50.00 bounty on wolves in 1938, and an old report shows they pald
$400,00, in ¥ay 1921, for & wolf~pup scalps,
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Another aew iten in the "Caribou Hobes" for lMarsh 31, 1922 gbates that,
"illiam Cozzens returned fran ths Johngom Ureek country a few daoyvs

830 o o o D8 brouzht with him the pelts of 7 wolves « « « on the swvening
sl Harch 28, Mr. Cozzens stated wolvea aittscked cattle belomzing te Auwtin
Brose at tho ranch on Blackfoot River and killed 2 calves in the foed lot”.
And agadn in the “Caribou Notss® for September 1822, Cozzens brought im

4 woll pelis from the Ivary Peal areae

Hows items in the "Caridou Netes" glve amme interesting items sbout big
gaxse For instancs ia 1920, "Seven deer which were sean appeared to be in
excallent shape (in Montpelier Canyom, sesn by Strong & Sanford)s Thers
wors elzht desr in this bumeh last £all¥, and in 1921 a news itex says,
"The last Idaho Legislature cpened the deor season in Besr Lake County for
1921=1923, Ouly about 3 bunches of deer are Imowa to rum In this countyp
eae bunsh of 8 or 9 head having mads their headquarters in the mountaing
for the past several years only about § miles fram the town of Montpelier®.

n a "Caribou Notes" in 1326 the following item sppears, "A mumber of wood
haulers report having seen several bunches of desr in Home Cenyou and
vieinity. Thers is no doubt that our deer herd is incremsing and the
distriet ranger estinstss fully 100 head nmow range on the south end of the
Caribou Porest”.

It i3 interesting to mote that sterting ix 1521 with 8 head of decy and
figuring the sanvmal acreage at 30% shows that this 8 head would produce a
hord of more than 4000 deer by 1845 end that the 1945 deer herd in this
args are now,i’45, sstimated to be 3500 head based upon the 1545 spring
count,

. Lee Twitchell, present (1945) Idaho agent for the Fish emd Wildlife Service,

trapped the last wolves in Caribou and Fall Creek Basinm in 1929, There have
been faw reported siase that tlme.

The "Caribou Kotea® of May 2, 1522 says, "The Dry Valley Cattlemen's Assoc-
lation pald Willlem Coszens $130,00 im bounties on eight wolves he killed
o their allotment®,

Coyotes, mink, & vory few marten, socms red and cross fox, somo bob ecata,

& fow puma ars found om the forest, and there are mors than a few Cansdien
lyax om the north snd of the forest. Bsar ars not mmercus ut ere preseat
over nost of the areae. A fow otter are reported slong the Smake River and
its tributaries but the omce crafty fisher is supposed to be entirely
abeenk,

Tort Hall

In the year 1833 Nathaniel Wyeth, a young Boston merchant, pursusded his
creditors and partners back in Soston that they could profit by selling
goods snd suppiles in the fur country, and he had a large smeunt of supplies
deliversd to Fort Bridger unier comtract to Smith, Jackson, Sublett emd
Compenys After the supplios arrived they wors refused and Wywth found hime
self im a seriocus predicement. Ie was resourceful, however, and declded to
procoed west and enter the tradin: business,
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At Damns Fork, July 1, 1834 he wroto g lebter %o Yessrs. Tucker asd
Willlams, two of his pariners, ™. . . I proposs to establish 1% (Fort
Hall) on a River ecalled Portmouf on Snake or Lewis River?,

July 9th ha camped at Beer Springs (Seda Springs), procesded north to
Blackfoot River, whers the party hunted buffalo and bear om July 1Cth,
Then procesded west across the heed of the Portneuf River to Roas Pork,
and on north and west to lewls River (Swake River) om July 14, 1334,
They travelled dowm the east shore of the river to a spot where they
¥11lod a buffalo bull, =nd decided that the place was whers he would
bulld his faorte

July 15, eomnsiructlon of the bulldings and stockede wmy startsd. It waa
rushed to camplstion snd the Ye 8. flag was raised owver the Fort cm
fugust 8, 1834 This was an unofficial flag iuprovised for the occasion.

The Fort wes named Fort Hall in honor of Hamry Eall, head of the Boston
Pur Compeny, and Wyeth mxys the Fort was 500 feet south of the bank of
Levls River (Snake Riverje KEe glves its locaticm as Latitude 43 degrees,
14 mimutesy Longitude 113 degrees and 35 minutes west.

Hyeth soezs to have been sarecleas about his record of the sxact logstiom
bagause later, Jutober 6, 1834, he wrote fyam Columbia River to Junes

HWe Pomno, isq. (Boston), "I have built the Fort (Fert Hall) that I
mentioned on lowls Rivar, Longe 112 degrees 20 mimutes wy, latte 43
degress 14 minutes n."

On the sane day he wrote to his brother, Leonard, "I have bullt a fort as

I mentidned inm my last (letter) om Snake or lewis River in Latt. 43 degrees
14 ml. ne longe 113 doge 30 min. v, and he wrote this last looation oa
the sene day to three other peopls in the essgt,

Js Co Fremomt visited Fort Hell ia 1843 mnd pave the following locatien,
leng. 112% 29' 54" west, Lats 45° 1' 30" north" and determined that i%
was 4500 feet above zea level.

The exuot location as ldoxtified by Ezra Moeker in 1508 waus surveyed by
We Po Hewenor and found to be om the section line between Secs § & 8,
758, RE3E Bolise Meridinn, The momument marking the site is 27 foet west
of the sectiom line. Lot 1, Secs 8 and Tot 4 in Secs. 5, have beon set
asida to pressrve the zite of ths old fort.

Fort Hall wes the physical and apiritual gymbol of ampire in the Cregom
sountrye - ‘ :

Jason Leo preached the first sermon hers July 25, 1334,

As far aa kaown the soll of Idaho was first analyzed at Fort Hall im 1848
and Je C. Fremonmt reports these results: sillos, 68.55%; Alwxina, 7.45%

carbammate of lime, 845173 oarbonate of mmgmesia, 5.09%; eaxids of iren,
14407%) organis and vopstable matter, <.747; water axd loss, 4.28%
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Dire Zareus shiftman, Homry Speulding end thelr wives and William He Gray
and Jilss Goodysar rsached Fort Hall with the [lrst wegon, on Aurust 3,
183de They broks tne Iremt wheels of thelr wagsn July 23 snd made a ocart
out of the rear wheols somewhere esst of Soda Springs where they arvived
July $0» They wore the Cirst white women to pemetrabe the ares, wmul they
brought the firast ecattle ard the first gesd for farming.

Fart Hall was the logal polnt for the sarly trailla; magnet for tha first

izmdgrents, snd the alrateglc poimt for the first wagom roads. The Fort

fgﬁlmm by Wyeth to the liudsocn Day Company in 1357 and they abandoned it
2 16654

In 1340, whan the fur trade was on the decline, Joe Mwek, Robert ¥ewell,
Willlem Cralg, C. M. Wnlker aud Calod Wilking decided to move on wesh and
tiray laft Ford Hall, August 5, with three light wagons which had besn
sbandenied by soms missionsrisse These men becams the first 4o extend the
wagon trall on wost of the fardt to Fort Walla Walla om the Columbine

Borth and a little east of Fort Ball, about 5 miles, Colonel Loring left
g:i soupsniss of mounted riflemen ia 1849 and they bulli the canbonment
A0

In 1358 and 1380, Us 3. troops and Oregon volumteers were stationed at
Fart Hall to protect iLxmigrants on the old Oregom Traile

Wagon Treils

Tt is gemerally comsidered that 1843 was the real beglaning of the west=
ward emigration movement, and this year saw the "Oregon fever” infect
thoussnds of peopls in the east.

It was in Hay 1843 that such men as the 8 Applegate brothers Walde,
Nesmith, Burmett, H1ll, Martia, YeCarner, Ford, and Kelzer, with thelr
faxilies, alomg with 875 others left Indepemdence Rock and moved westward
to opem the Oregon Trail to the present site of "The Dalles” on the
Coluxbia River. They reached Fort Hall the last part of August and pushed
on westward the first dey of September.

The emigration in 1844 was twice az large, and im 1848, 3000 pecple passed
wegstward over the new road,

™ 1346 the smigratiom dropped down to 1500 becauge of the Mexican War but
inoreased to 4500 in 1847,

The yeer 1343 sew a deoline in travel past Fort Hall to 1000 and the Cali~
formia Cold GZush in 1849 diverted all but 500 who passed through the fort
on the Portneul. )

There was a revivel to 5000 again ia 1550, end 1351 sew 2500 on the march.
The big yeer was 1852 vhen a total of 15000 people plodded westward over
the now worn Oregon Trails Only 8000 moved westwerd over the roed in 1853,
snd then the migration declined rapidly.
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Thess estirates toetaling more then 43000 were ziven by Mrs Laslis Scotd in
13204

Thiz wvagt migration gurged through the interncuntaln area sxnd nones choea

to sebttls in the areas They left only thelr dead and the deep ruts of the
pra:lria schooners in the fertile valleys of the Snake River coumtry (The
Lander Trail).

The westward micration up to 1856 had progressed with no assistance from
the Unlted Statea govermment other than some protesction from Indian dew
predationgs It was in this year that the Congress gaam an appropriatiom
for "Papific wagom roads®, and gpecifically for the "Fort Kearney = South
Pass and Eomey lake wagen road.”

Calonel Fredrick W. Lander was sppointed superintendent of an expedition
in 1857 to survey, locate aznd bulld the esction of the road from South
Pags to the oity of Rooks, south of Twia Fallss This road became known
as the Lander Trail or lander Cut-off,

It is significant that the Lander trail was the first rosd through the
Caribou Forest area upon which federsl funds were appropriated, end thet
parts of this rosd are to thls day a part of the forest rosd system om
the Caribou National Forest.

It 45 also significant that this route was known as the grasing route over
which the fmmizrants were assured plenty of grass for thelr livestock, and
perts of the route comntimue to this day as a stook driveway.

The map and notes mode by lanmder and his men are exceptionally aceursie
and it is fartunate that a copy has boen secured for inclusion in the
higtory of the Caribou National Foreat.

The attached forest base map shols the exact location of this famous
roed which can be gasily 3dentified on the ground throughout almoet all of
its lemgth thyrough Eastern Idaho and Western Wyoming.
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The maps of the Lt. George M. Wheoler expedition show many of the old
pioueer roads as they existed in 1878,

Harry Richard's Road, Soda Springs to Engle Rocky was opened in the
211 of 1063, » HRS open

These quadrat sheets are included here to supplement the record of thedr
location as deternmined by these intrepld engineers.

The Salt Lake = Fort Eall rosd was surveyed and openad to travel im 1849
by Captein Stensbury and was the main route of travel boiwsen these two

points for many yoarse

The Davis rosd from ¥enitpelier to Star Valley up lMentpelier Canyom and
dowm Crow Creek is loown to have existed in 1878 and this route combluned
to bs the enly wagon road into Star Valley for meny ywarse.

The Bubblett resd (see map of Lt. Wheeler expeditionm, 1878).

The “*Carriboo City" road-

According to Jesse lioore, the first work on the road from Grays Lake vo
"oarriboo City? or Iowa Bar mining camp via Norgen Meadows head of Tinoup
and Jeoklonife Crosks was done by VWm. Clemings in 1672 who wasz in charge
of omstruction, In the sumer of 1889, Wm., Winschell secured the oone

tragt to haul supplies to the mines over this road and he built the
"Winschell Dugway" this same ysare The first use of this route was by
pack hores train before 1372, The first mail carrier over this road was
Hajor leore, father of Jesse Moore now living (1945) et Scda Springse

Topographio NHemes snd Thelr Origin

The original names of sireams, mountains and other topographic fexiures
are listed here so that they may not become lost as time goes forward,

According to F. W, lLander the following names existed ia 1358:

1. Stuxp Creek (nared for J, H, Stump) was known as Smoky Creek,
(F. W. lander 1858) and as Scott's Fork (1870 = Goodhart).

2, Tygee Creek = Red Willow Creek (Fe W. Lander 1858)s

3, Bouldsr Creek = Kimni Ximnieks Creek (F. W. Lander 1853).

4s Lenes Cresk = Flat Valley Cresk (Lender 1858),

5« Crow Cresk = West Pork of Sslt River (Lander 1858).

6+ Grays Lakm = Johm Grey's Lake (Lander 1858) and known as John
Days Leks in 19506,

7. Montpeller Creek = Tullcks Fork (lamder 1358) Davis Creek
(‘i’éhmler 1373)0
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8+ Georgetown Creek - Tolo Fork (Lander 1868), later Jmown as
Twin Croals.
Se¢ Salt River = Has not changed, at least since 1358,

10s Blagkfaeot River = First mestioned by Wyeth ia 1332,

1ls Thomas Fork - Hamed for Thompson who was a membey of Ashlay's
parbye

12, Soda Springs « Called Beer Springs ia 1832 by Wyeth,

13, Besr Lake = Knmowa as Bear River Lake in 1827 (Bridger).

4. Tincup Cresk = Enown es such 1860. Previously ealled Cardnerts

15, Fall Creek = Called juddy (Wyeth 1832).

18, South Fork of Snake River = lLawias River {Capte Lewls (13808);
Mpd River (Humt 1810).

17 Portneul River = Nemed in 1825 for Portmenf, a trapper in e
ploy of Peter S. Ogdens. Called Fall Crsek ia 1811 by Joe
#M1ler of tho Hud expedition.

18, Bear River - Knowa in 1311 as :Hller's River for Joe Hiller

of Hunt's sxpedition.

19, Alexsnder, Idaho, Alexander Cap = Hasmed for Charles Alexander
who laber moved to Bolse River for whem Alexander Flat om the
Bolse Farost ls named,

20, Pruess Creek ~ Hamed for Willlax Pruszs who was s menber of
Fremamt!s party in 1342,

2ls Topomce Creek = Named for Alexander Topence im 1863,

22+ Robbers Roost = Named in 1865 because of stage holdup led by
Jim Lockhart, Frank Willians the stage driver and acseomplice
of Lockhart was hanged at lMalad for his part in the robdery
of $60,000 in gold and killing of three passengers.

23+ Rosas Pork = Namsd for Alexander Rossz im 1819,

24e Coodhart Creek = Named for George Goodhart who camped ¢ the
streaz in 18605 later homesteaded there,

28+ Deupssy Creek = Hamed for Eob Dempsey, 2 squaw maa, who lived
there in 1860,

28. Gibson Jack Creek - Named iz 1861 for an Indian,canlled Gibsom
Juck, raised by Jack Gibson who with Joo Meek (a cousin of
President Polk) bullt Meek's farry on Snake River im 1360,

27, Imman Creek - Named for the Dmman Mining Company.

28, Hariness Creek - Named about 1880 for leary O. Earkness, lounder
of licCammom, Idahoe

29, X¥ichaud Creek = Nemed for Michaud LeClaire who was a carrisy for
the Hudson's Bay Compeny at Fort Halle

30, Kimport Peak = Probably named for Harry Xlaport, e rallroad fore-
nen &t Poeatello in 1904.

3le Mink Creek was kncwm by the same name in 1504,

32, Villigmsburg in Lanes Creek = Named for Thomas Re Williams, who
resizned as postmaster there in 1504; succesded by Wim. Je Kunze

33, 014 Salt Works, Stump Creek -~ Lnown as the Onelda Salt Works ia
1858 (W“)Q

34. 3Brockman Creek = Nemsd for Dan Brockman, a negro, who setiled
there in 1835. Ee was a former slave of Charles Martia, an
early Idaho Falls cettls men, DIreockman sold cut, and with
Ed Hemry went to Alasks.

38. Henry Peak = Named for Ed Hemry who settled at Henry, Idaho.

38. Poker Peak = jamed by Thomans, Doc end Joe Rewberry (brothers)
in 1800,
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Lanes {reek = Hamed for Jo We lane whose grava is on Lanes Creelke
Poontallo = Ionsd for Chisl Pocatello ( sonabises spelled "Pokatello®)
of the Dmmnock Indion tribe who aigned the Fort Lridger treaty with
the Us 3e, duly 30, 1563,

Yoanan Creek - Mike Yeaman and his wife, Sarah, and family settled
an Yeaman Creek 1888,

Fourth of July 2idge = Named to commemorats a Fourth of July party
in 1900 by Sim and Joe Baty, Charles end Cyrus Grow, Zarl snd Ray
Andorson, John Lalrd, Jack Petersoa smd Jack Berry; all shsep
herders on the Caribou Foreste

Blaakiall Canyom = YNamed by Joha Fs Jones on aceount of presence
of mule deer.

Deadman Cresk (Soake River Ramger Distriet) « Nemed inm 1501 because
of the demth of a French gheepherder employed by Joe Alchant, He
was buried at the corral acuthwest of the top of Big Elk Hounbain,
Bear Creek (3neke River Distrist) = Hamed by Mike Yeamsn and Themag

Haialine (first ocwmer of the present H, Hill rench) who killed 2
bear at the mouth of the creek in 1880 1In 1508 Bear Creek wasz
called Pyramid Creek on the original proclamation mape

Gibson Creoek = ¥amed for Robert {ibasmm, one of the firet cattlemen
to rum cattle in Fall Creek about 1885, He fenced the present arsa
of the Fall Creex Ranger Statiom pasture for his headquarbter-,
Bates Canytm =~ loved for Dan Bates, a trapper, hired by the Fall
Creek cattlemen to trap wolwaes in 1898,

Haskin Creek = Named for "Fatty" Haskin who grased shwep in Fall
Creek Sesin when the forest was created in 1907,

Russell Creek = Hamed for the Russell fanily who lived at its meuth
1508

Commdsgary Rldge = Xemed becauss a sheep wagen owned by Henry Le
Finch was abandonsd and left thers iam 1905,

Sewmill Canyom (Snake River District) ~ Named bescause of a sawnill
plased there by Jack Dehlin im 1820,

Tex Crock = Ysned for Tex Turmer reportsdly imported from Texas by
logal astilo rustlers to kill "0ld Duteh John" in 1892, He was
suppesedly shot and killed by Turmer who later was reportsd killed
ia 1898, in Leosit River, for rustlimg horaes.

Bommaville Peak = Naned for Captain MYeriwsather Sounsville,

“eade's Peak = Named for Gemersl Mesde who led troops ia the area
to punigh Iadign marauders.
Caribou Yountain = Omce known as M¥t. Pisgeh and as "Carriboo wm”
YWoCoy Creek = Hamed for F. MeCoy, one of the discoveres of gold ia
Caribou Basian in Septecber 1870,
Haderlie Canyon - Hamed for L. He Haderlise

Goodenough Canyom = Named for John Goodemough who took up coded
Indian laxxl en the bench alomg the creek inm 1503,
Rich Creek = lNgmed for Rosecoe C. Riche

Angus Creek -~ Named for Angua Stockimg who homestesded on the drain=-
850

Droney Peak and Draney Creek = Named for Smmuel Draney, older brother
of Rangzer Jesse B, Draney.
Dellats Zasin - Hnned for a "shady lady" named Della who had a cabin
there during the ;old rush in 1878.
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6le Zmlad Hiver = Stansbury tells us in 1843 1t was callod "alade
Creck” because gome trappers whe ate bsaver eausht on the ersek
begnra sick and called it "alade Srwsek" &y Fremch Por 3isk
Croake

62, Johnson Creel {I2) and Johason Baager Station = Hawed for Forest
Banger Jomes H, Jobhnsom, first remger on the Jeorgetown Ranmger
Platrich in 19071513,

63+ Visat Zob Smith and Zob Smith Croelks ~ Named for an Indianm who had
& remoh ab the mouth of these Creeis aloag the Portneul Rivess

G4s 014 Caribou City = Inown as Iowa Dar in 1889, It was lnowm as
"Corriboo City” many years later, and after 1320 as "Caribou City®.

65+ Boout Hountein ~ Unatdl ebout 1920 knowm as "Scabdb Heunbain®, 30
asmed bLecause of sheep held wp there for dipping to eliminate
socabiea at the old MoCammon dipping vatse

€8¢ MHoCamnonr = Named by He O« Harknesa for Geaeral Jamea Xe MeCammon
undeyr whom Captaim Harkness gserved in-the Civil Ware Cencral
YoCermmon vigited Harlowes sxd he doclded to change the nwe of
Portaeuf Station (an old staze road) to YcCammone

87, Howking Basin ~ Hared for es early setiler, Joserh Hawking,

68 Potter Creck « Namad for an early settler, Franclsz Potbter.

Plonsger Graves

The nost intersating graves are the three graves on lanes Cresk along
the Lander Trail. i

These three graves are ox the level top of a amall grassy ridge whers
the old lander Rosd amerges from the Lanes Creek Canyon and orosses
lanes Creecke

411 three graves are marked by rectanpular pilea of flat sandatone,
with head and foot stomes set in the rich black earth. The zraves are
about ten feet apart in a row extending north and soutk with the headw
stones in a line to the east,

The two graves at each and af the row have 2o maricings on the head or
foot stones, bubt the heed stone and Ifoot gstone on the center grave boeth
beay insoriptioms.

The hend stome is clearly mariked:

”Jm Ve lane
Died
July 18, 1859 AD = 50 ya.
2 mae”
(The third and fourth lines ars interproted to mean = (age) 50 yeers
and 2 monmths)e

The foot stone bears the imseriptiom “J. We Le®e

Both the head and foot stome are expertly shaped and the inscriptioms
ars cut in the manmer of an accouplished artist,
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An wmarked alab of pendsbons was fourd in 1945 by Asslatant Reglomal
Forester, John il Zinney, anmg the sandstons slabs covering the Lane
grave which had "De lichola™ deeply sut on ome of tha flat sides. Did
thiz stono gome from ons of the now wwarked greves? ¥Was it the work
of medlars lerg after the orizinal burial? Who wows?

Local tredition zives several versioms of the szhtory of these graves,
md they only edd confusion and deepen the mystery, beocause there is no
doubt Yhat the desth, burial and identity of thass three nen is an unw
solved myaberys

{ns verslon 1a that Cemoral J. W. Lone was iz cormand of a protection
compeny of soldieys patrolling the newly sonstructed landsr Trail azd
that they sdvanced wesltward on the roed the evening of July 18, 1859,
s with the “General®™ im the lead of the group they approeched the brow
of the 20«foot high bank alemg willow-lined "Lanes Croek” where a group
of hostile Indians lay in aobush awaiting any trevelers who mizht de
moving westwasd on the new road.

The nounted men wors uamare of the hiddsn Indiang uxtil s fugillade of
arrows eaxd misket balls hit the advasce line of mem killing "General Lone"
sud two af his mean.

The three men are mupposed to have been buried by thelr compenioms where
they foll and thers i3 no explanation of any resulting battle with the
red men who are orsdited with stealthily sscaping through the willows
along the oresk during the comfusion,

This vorsion of the affair geems very improbable becuuse the willows now
pregent would not of fer adequate protection for the unsean escape of even
one sttacker. The gountry is smooth, opmm grasslend and the gpecies of
willows growing nlomg the creek are probably the same ns existed in 1869
end pever grow to aay apprecisble haight., The willows surely would aot
have offersd protection sufficlent to hide horses sc the attaockers would
have to hive beam-ou foot, which would leave thanm ab the mercy of mounted
wnd armad seme

It seems unlikely that a plammed attack would have been made st this ex-
possd spot by Indians, when much more suitable cover and terrain existed
only a miles or so east of the spot whers the rosd iraversed a canyom floor
with pine tinmbar covering both the bottom and slopes of the defile.

Mr. Mller S. Benedlot, Forest Supervisor of the Caribou Netiongl Porest,
docided, in 1536, {0 slear up the nmystery of Ceneral lane end the twd men
interred or either side of him in s0 for as any poasibility existed that
the dead were smployed by the govermmemt or nembers of any milidary foree.
ire Benedict wrote the following lotter:

Wer Department ' July 17, 1936
{through The Torester)
W’&mngm; DG C.

Gentlemens

¥ill you kindly lot me lmow if you have any record
of "Genersl" J. W. lane, supposedly im charge of a military
scouting foras on the Lander Trall inm 1353=50,
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loeal tradition has 4% that General Lane was Ellled

by the Iadiansg, ami was buried where ha £alls The gravestone
is marked as Dollowss

Js We Lome
July 18, 1859 6O Us Se
2us

The grave 1z ia bad shape snd we wish to femce the
plot, otc. besides erecting a suitabls msrker,

Reapectfully yours,
/3/ Lis S« Bemeodiet
¥s 8¢ Benedict Forest Supervisor

The setlng Secretary of Agrioculture, R. G Tugwell, traasmitied the rew
quest to the Secretary of Wawr:

Avguak 4, 1938

‘the Honarsble,
The Seorstary of War

Dear Mr+ Seoretarys
I will appreclate advice conceraing any record you
mey have of "Cemeral® J. W. lane, supposedly in charge of
a militery scouting foree on the lander Trall im 185859,
Loeal treditiom has it that General Lane was iilled
by ths Indians, and was buried where he fell, The grave=
stous 1z marted as followss
Je We lane
July 18, 1859 60 U. S
2XS
Bis grave 1z in the Caribou National Forest, im
Idahos It is in bad shape mnd I wish to Pfemoe the plot,
stos besidea ersotive a sultabls mariker,
Sincerely,
/ 3/ Be G Tugwell

Acting Secretary



Tha Secretary of War, Harry . Woodring answered as Iollows op August 13:

The Honorabls,
The Secretary of Agriculture.

Dear ¥r. Secratary:

I havs your letter of August 4, 1936, in which you
requasted information relative to the dervice of J. W. Lane,
gaid to heve been in cherge of a military scouting forens on
the Lendey Trail in 1858-59,

¥o record has baen found ¢f the service ag a come
miagsioned officar or an enliatsd man of a man named J, W. Lane
durinz ths period in question.

However, an investigation is being made to determine
whether 0r not the man in guestion sorved as a civilian em-
ployze, and I will write you further ail an early date.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Rarry H. Voodring
Aeting Seeretary of ¥ar.

and again on August 28:

The Honorable, '
Ths Ssecrstary of Agriculiure.’

Dear My. Secrstary:

This is in further reply to your communication of
August 4, 1936, in which you requested information relative
to the gsrvice of J, %, Lane, sald to have served with a
military seouting forece on the Landsr Trail in 1858-59.

A search of all records on file in thig Department
liksly to afford the information desired has failsd to eli-
eit any record of the service during the psriocd in question
of a man nanmed Je He Lanse,

It is possidble that information relative to 7. W.
Iane may be obtained from the Commeissioner of Indian Affairs,
Department of the Interior, and your letter has been forwarded
to that official for considerstion.

Sincersly yours,

/s/ Barry H. Woodring
Acting Secretary of War.
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Suopbembor 21, the Assistant Zacretary of ths Intarior wrote to ths
Seeretary of Agzriculi:

Thes Honorabla,
The Secretary of Agriculture.

Dear ¥r. Seeretery:

3a reference from the Office of the adjuiant Csperal

we ars in recalpl of your laty a$ of August 4 regusasting in~
formation concerning "General” J. ¥W. lLane, supposedly in

charge of r mwilitary scouting force on the Lender Trail in

It will be necassary for us 4o have a search made in
old files for this data, and as soon as the ssarch is com-
plated you will be advised of the rasull,

“‘“carelj yours,

/8/ Oscar L. Chapman.
Assistant Seeretary.

On Qctober 6, he azain wrote to the Secrstary of Agriculture:

The Honorable,
The 3scretary of Agriculture.

My dear Mr. Secrebtary:

Ia further reference to your letter requesting in-
formatia: concerning "General™ J. W. Iane, we have had @
therough search mads in cur files.

%e do not find therein any reference to k¥r. lans,
with the exception of ths fact that there 1s an srticle
entitled "The Choctaw Nation,"” by John W. Lene, 3pecial
Agent, contained in Extre Census Bullstin, The Flve
Civilized Tridbass in Indian Territory; the Cherokee,
Chickasaw, Choetew apd Jamincle ¥Mations.

A copy of this publication is in the Library of
Congress,.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Oscar L. Chapman,
sssistent Sscretary,
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Thus ended ths search of governmsnt records, without any clus a3 0 the
identity of the "J., ¥W. Lane” who lles buried under the primsval prairie
sed of Lanes Creek.

Tae mystery continued to be more of a mystery because there ssemed no
probability that J. W. Lane or the two men buried beside him werse members
of the armad services or in the employ of the government of the United
Stataes.

Some time in the late 1880's, Johnnis Kunz ssttled on Lanes Cresk and
built a log house and other bulldings on the cpposite side of Lanes Ureek
not more than 1000 feat from the three graves.

Johnnlis Kunz and his family lived here for msny years and conducted a
Aairy making chesse which was sold to people in the settlements 50 miles
to ths south along Bear River.

The land continuss t0 be owned by members of the Xunz family, but Johanie
Xunz had spent his declining years back in the Bear River communities.

During the quast for information about ths graves on Lanes Creek, Johnnie
Kunz was interviewed, Ho stated that when he settled nsar the gravss he
met a trapper who told him that hs came to the country and saw the graves
in 1369 or 70, about 10 yesars after the date on the headstone. The graves
wers just as they are today, except that the inseription on the headstone
was comparatively new and that he heard from people traveling the road
that J. ¥, Lane and the other two men were members of a crew patrolling
the road to do maintenance work whers needed and that they were killed
neayr whers thay are buried by indians hiding in the willows along the
creek,

This sean3 to be a loglieal sxplanation but even if corrset 1t leaves the
mystery just about as baffling as bafore.

%no weas J. W. Lans? Where did he come from? Who wers ths men burlied be-
side him as if to protect him for eternity? Why was J. W. Lane's grave
g0 carefully marked while his companions in death were interred without
iientification to remain forever unknown?

The secrets of the grave are sursly well preserved, and time coantinues to
despen *the mystery of the graves cn lLenes Creek.

¥orest Ranger Jesse Dransy and & troup of Boy Scouts from Freedom, Wyoming
constructed a durable fence around the thres graves in 1944 and the Forsst
Service has set up the maintenance of these gravss as a continuing project.

Thers ars a few graves, nearly all without permanent markers, at isolated
gpots on and nsar the foresi. '
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The unmarked grave of a French shespherder is locatsd just southwest of
the old Joe Alchant shesp corral at ths top of Big #lk ¥Mountain. The
hoprdsr shot himself aceidentally in 1901 while climbing over the log
corral,

#v2 unmarked graves were found in Cetober 1944, by Ranger Draney and
Assiztent Supsrvisor Mellutt, above the road and northwest of the ruln of
Anderson Guleh near the ghost town of “Cariboo City”,.

Charlie Robinson, a trapper, was accldentally shot and killed in 1862
while riding with George Coodhart, and was dburied at the southsast end
of the Thrse Mile Enoll on the west 3ids of the Conda railroed tracks
noxrth of Soda Springs.

Captaia John Grant, the last factor of the Hudson's Bay Company at Fort
Hall, died in August 1862 at the age of 95 years, and was buried near
the Steamboat (Soda) Springs on Bear River. Mis bones wers removed in
192, at the tims the spot was to bz covered by dbackwater of the Wilson
Power reserveoir and reinterred in the Soda Springs' cemetary. The
Pionesr League of Caribou county erscted and inscribed a suitable
nonument. He 1s, as far as known, the only Hudson's Bay facior buried
in Idaho.

"Caribou” -~ Origin of the name.

The origin of ths name Caribou has besn clouded with conzidserable une-
gortainty.

July 2, 1908, Clyds Leavitt sent the following to John T. Wedemszysr,
the first Supervisor of the Caribou National Forest:

"The enclesed 1z a brief stotement of the significance of the
name adopted for your forest. If you ecan extend or correct
this statement please send 1t, as revised, to the Forester”,

The statement was as follows:

"Caribou - Named from the Caribou or North American reindeer;
of Indian origin.” '

Supervisor Wedesmeyer replied on September 9, 1908:

"The statement enclosed with your letier as to the explanationm
for the word 'faribou! adopted as the name for this forest is,
I think, not ths proper and original meaning of the word that

this forest range was always called.

I have investigated, especially since recelving ths circular,
and find that in the old maps of Idaho in the Britannica
encyclopedia, Werner & Co. of Chicago and New York, edition
of 1898, Vol. 12, page 636, this mountain rangs 1is known as
'Carriboo Mts.! and the old post office i3 also spelled

'Garrivoo’,
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I have hoard this metbar discussed evar since havs been in
charge of this forest and from what I can learn from the
old timers I find that years ago a Frenchman by thse name of
John Carribco came ia to tha country and prospectasd and did
sams mining in the loczlity of Crays Lake and that une
doubt2dly the post office was named after him and also that
rang2 of mouniaoing,

I enclose a newspuper clipping that appeared in tha Sodg
Springs Chleftain of August 8, 1908, . . . I have been unable
to find wnyone that actually knew the old Frenchman,

The clipping rends - Soda Springs Chieftain:

"More or lass comment and some roasting has bsen
done by viziters and others ovar the spelling of
the word 'Caribou’ in this seetion of the country.

The Chieftain has endeavored to spell the word aa
leoecally used, but rscent maps now glve it the uni-
form spelling as the nams applies to the apimal
called the earibou.

An old map, however, glves the old post office in the
Caribou mountains ag 'Caribco’, and the same spelling
is used in the name of a hotel in this city. Weo are
informed that this spelling was copied from the nama
- of a Frenchman, John Cariboo. Since the government

has adopted the uniform word 'Caridou! it is in order
for citizens to drop the old form erd bs up to date.!
Probably Chief Inspector Reed could throw some light
on the subject as he laid out the boundaries and
probably in his reports he spelled it Caribou.' "

Barzilla Clark says - "Carriboo” was named for Jesse Fairchild, from
Carriboo British Columbia, who was one of the discoverer's of gzold ia
McCoy Creek Basin, und that James S. Miller states that soon after
Falrchild's death at Soda Springs in 1881, a monument was erected on
top of Caribou mountain and in it was Placed & tin can holding a
manuscript giving an account of Fairchild's gold discovery and death,
and that this can and manuseript was there when Clark's book was
written in 1941,

Ranger Arthur Pstsrson gives ths following information coneerning the
origin of the name "Caridou” and "Carriboo":

"The story of Jesse Fairchilds was told to me by Abs C. Anderson,
and George M. Goodhart who spent his summers arsund Soda Sprines
- for a pood many years after I was stationed here., I have also

heard this story from others who were familiar with the early

4 who %to0ld the
history of Caribou Besin including Jesse Hoore w : h
same ;zary to me in 1945. M¥r. Moore ias the son of Hajor Moore

who took an active part in the gold mining in the Caribo:
Mountain country after the discovery of gold in this region.
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As Tar as I can azsceartain the origin of the nama "Carribow? is
anthentlie, sand the story t0ld Yy thess men is as follows:

In the Tall of 1289 a man by the name of Jessse J.
Falrehilds arrived at Rocky Bar, Idaho from Carriboo
in British Columdia, Canada. Mr. Fairchilds spent the
firast night at Rocky Bar in a seloon. Hs was quits a
talker and many of his stories were disbelieved, so

in order to impress his audience he cften repsated,
"it i3 30. I will lst vou xnow I am from Carriboo”.
After this oft-repeated expression he was nicknamed
*Carriboo Jack”. )

Ag he was one of the flrst three men to discover gold
in this region it gensrally becama known as Carriboo
mountain to the miners working in aznd around it.

It was in Septamber 1870 that gold was discovered by
P. 5. Babcock, F. McCoy, and Jesse ¥. Fairchilds.

Fairchilds was attacked by a grizzly bear along 4he
Bear River south of Soda Springs on September 15, 1881.
This bear had besn wounded the previocus day by J. J.
Call and it seems that the bear was hidden in the
willows slong the bank of the strssm and that FPairchilds
got too close to use his rifle., He was taken back %o
town after the besr was shot by Mr. Call who was with
nim st the time. It was necessary to get a doetor
from Malad, therefore, he did not receive medical cars
for several hours after he was wounded. He had g bad
wound on his leg which devaloped blocd polson and he
died a week later at Soda Springs whers he is buriasd,

This verzion of the origin of the name "Carribhoo” has all ithe
earmarks of the true origin of the name as applied to the
"Carriboo™ mountain range, "Carriboo City" and "Carriboo™
mountain which appears or the early meps of tha Caribou
Naticnal Porest.

In 1922 Thomas O'Danlel, now deceased, who was raised at
Rocky Bar, told me about Fairchilds and his wild yarns of
his exploits in the mining camps of British Columbia.

Miners of the early days in Idsho often were known only by
their nicknamss and many of thelr contemporaries never sven
knew thelr full names, and in line with this custom of the
times Fairchilds was more than likely known ohly as

"Carriboo Jack" in the early days of the gold camp and 1t
seems reasonadle that in 1908 when Wedemsyer made inquiries
pecple would deduct that was derived from "John Carriboo”,
the legendary Frenchman."
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or, {(now deceased 1945), told tho same version

Porest Ranger Trank M. Dutle
L]
MarivonY in 1523,

of the origin of the nans

Thara is, of course, no doubt whatever about the original spelling of
"Carriboo’., All of the meps even as late as 1920 carried ths spelling
"Garrivoo City” for the cld ghost mining town o2 Anderacn Cresk on the
aast base of Caribou Mountain. The earlier maps ussed the spelling of
"Carriboo" for the ranze of mountains, the mining town, and the prominsnt
mountaln around which the first gold mining was developad.

In sll probability the spelling "Caribou™ was inadvertently substitutsd
for "Carriboo” by some of the early forest officers at the time the
forsst was created and that the new spelling gradually became substitubed
for all th: Teatures originally identified as "Carriboo". This is evident
by the fact that as late as 1920 the maps showed "Caribou” as the neme of

‘Caribou Basin; Caribou Mountain; Caribou County {created in 1919 from

Bannock County), and carrled "Carriboo" as the spelling of the old
mizning town. The old hotel in Soda Springs was known as "Carriboo" in
1920.

The apelling "Carriboo City" changsd to "Caribou City" when the map
edition of 1921 was published and constltuted final elimination =f the
original spel}ling of "Carriboo”.

Craation of the Cariboun National Forest.

The original "Caribou Forest Reserva" was created by proclamation of
President Theodorse Roosevelt, January 15, 1907. (3See map).

The boundary of the original Forest Reserve was selected by Imspector
F. W. Reed in 1906 and had an area of:

733,000 acres in Idaho
7,740 acres in Wyoming
Total area 740,740 acres

The neme was changed to "Caribou National Forest” by an act of Congress
dated March 4, 1904.

May 6, 1910 the second proclemation (#1028) eliminated 33,89, acres (see
map) which reduced the area of the forsst in Idaho to 693,228 acres and
7,018 acres in ¥ycming.

A recomputation January 1, 1911 showed:
Area in Idaho 695,000 acres

" " Fyoming 7,360 "
Total area 702,360 "
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Added by act of Congress, April 18, 1914, 16,030 acrss in Idaho (see man):

Arsa in Idaho 711,630 acres
w ¥ Hyomdng __1;292 )
Total area nsee

A vhird proclamation {F1534) of Augbst 21, 1919 eliminated 12,483 acres
{seo map) leaving:

Area in Idaho £99,2067 acres
Area in YWyoming 7,240 "
Total area 706,507 "

The fourth proclamation {F1533) of December 9, 1920 eddad A0,954 acres in
Idaho.

Area in Idaho 740,221 acres
T Wyeming 72240
Total area 767,461

A recomputation of June 30, 1G22 showed the aree as:

Idaho 734,714 acras
Hyoming 7,271
Total ares 7,1,935 7

Another rscomputabtion made Juns 30, 1937 gave an incrsase of 1 acra in
Idaho end a dscrsase of 2 acres in Wyonming leaving:

Area in Idako 733,681 scres
"o Yyoming 2,062 "
740,948 "

By executive order dated February 11, 1939, 142,508 acres {Portneul and
Pocatello divisions of the Cache Mational Forest) wers added to the
Caribou National Forest by transfer from the Cache Xsitional Porest,
making the total area of the forest 833,450 and added one ranger
district to the forest.

The area was recomputsd June 30, 1939 and reduced tha area in Idaho
2928 acrsose

The Hatemsn Watering Place Donation in Wyoming in 1939 added 2 seres,
leaving tha forest toital 880,530 acrss - 873,257 ecrss in Idaho; 7,273
in Wyocming.

By executive order of April 7, 1942 (effective July 1, 1942}, 129,357
acrea were added to the Caribou by the transfer of the Malad Divisioh
of the Cache MHationasl Forest which made total screage of the Caribou
¥orest 1,006,887 acres - 993,519 acres in Idaho; 9,095 acres in Utah,
and 7,273 acres in Viyoming and extended the forest into 3 states and
1l counties,.
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The first headgquarters of the forest waa at Idaho Falls, Idzho; sstablished
there in ons room, number 215, in the Crow and Changnon building at Broadway
and Shoup Streets, July 9, 1907 and the rental was 312 per month.

The supervisor's hesdquarbters was moved {in the night), Jums 2, 1911 from
Ideho Falls to Montpzlier, Idaho, occcupying three rooms in the Bank of
Montpslier building at a2 reantal of 3300 per year.

The following article of June 9, 1911 tells the story of ths movse:

"The Examiner 1s pleased to bs able to announcs that the supsr-
vigor's office of the Caribou forest veserve has bsen removed
from Idaho Falls to Montpelier. An attempt was mads two years
agd Lo remove the headquarters to this city but through ths
efforts of the Idaho Falls Commercial club, which took the
matter up with Washington officials througzh Congressman Hamer,
the removal was blocked,

However, at that time, M. 3. Snell, who was then supervisor of
the reserve, stated that it would bs only a matter of time un-
til the change was made, for the reason that Idsho Falls is so
far digtant from the ressrve az 4o make it very inconvenient
for the supervisor to properly handle the business, In fact,
it i3 fifty miles from Idaho Falls to the nearest point on the
Caribou reserve, while the southsrn boundary of the reservs
comes within a few miles of Montpelier, and then ths forest
gervice telephone line,; which covers a gocd portion of the
reserve i3 connectad here with the Bell company.

The order to remove headquarters to this city was made from
Washington last wesk, and (. Gi Bentz, who has been in ths
division office at Ogden for two years, was named gsupervisor,
Accordingly Mr. Bentz went to Idaho Falls, quistly packed the
office fixturss and shipped them to Montpslier. He has gecured
elegant offlice rooms on the second flcor of G. C. Gray's new
bank building. The office force consists of Supervisor Bentz,

Porsst Assistant E. F. McCarty and Thomas F. ¥yers, stenographar.

Mr., Bentz, whosse appointment as supervisor of the Caribou re-
gserve took effect June 1, has been in the service for 11 years,
beginning as & renge rider. He is & married man and his family
will join him here in a couple of months.

A3z soon a3 Idaho Palls learnsd that the office was to be rs-
moved from there, the Commereial club got husy and sent telegrams
to Senators Borah and Heybutm and Representative French, pro=-
testing against the removal without giving that clty a change

to be heard., .

The ¥ontpelier Commercial club =lso got busy, when it was ap-
praised of what Idaho Falls was doing, and sent & numbsr of tele-
grems to Washington protesting against the order for removal

being revoked. Inasmuch as Supervisor Bentz is here with "bag

and baggage" and has closed the lease for office rooms there

isn't any likelihood that he will have to move back to Idaho Falls.



" the supervisor's office is worth aomething toa, city, is evi-.

. denced by the fuss Idaho Falls has made over losing it. :,Vmile

a great: deal of the busginess between ths aupervisor and pat:mna

' of the reserve is transacted through correapondence, yet. during

‘- the course'of a yeer, a great meny sheep and cattle men visi

. the supervisor in person. ‘Then from time to time the forest -
:I_friders visit headquarters, and all these men will ‘spend more
- Or less money here. There are other ways by which- nontpelier
iiWill also‘ derive a banurit by having the forest headquarters

;C:_ceek, Septembexf 1870, by F. S Babcock, P
‘I’his,;i diecova:ry starf.ad 8. gold rush in 1870 )
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Placer mining in the Caridou country reached a low &bb by 1900 bul placer
mining has continued on a awall scale up to the pressent time. Barzilla
Clark veporisz that the production of gzold was reported to exgead 50 million

dollars.
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Two dredges were oporated in Upper MeCoy Crsek after 1900, bubd both proved
unsguccessful bscauss of the shallow ground and rough bed rook.

Around 1900 many progpectors dug for coal throughout the Caribou FWational
Forest and finally discovered that the coal was phosphate.

The Caribou Forest is credited with having at least five billion tons of
high grads phosphate ore in plaees. An exhaustive study by Dr. Mansfield
of the U. 3. Bureau of Mines substantiates ths faet that the Caribon phos-
phate beds are the largest known to exist in the world.

Thare has been considerable mining of phosphate in the area, mostly neax
Montpalier, vhere the Waterlco mines, open pit devslopments, and Conda
phosphate mines have been under production for more than 30 years. These
mines supply rew phosphate rock for the Anaconda phosphate fertilizer
plant at Anaconda, Montana and for the Simplot fertilizer plant bullt at
Pocatelleo in 1945.
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dueh of tho forest ares In 521t Aiver Oralnags ig underlisid with 2alt aond
some mining of salt wasg dons on Crow Creek arcund 1500, There ars many
salt springs in Crow Cresk, Iygse and Stump Crsek where saturated sall
wabter flows to the surface end the salt, 98% purs, crystallizes on thse
surfacs.

The (neida Salt Workas, on Stump Creek, was esbublished 1366 by Benjamin
White (Later governor of Wontana) and J. H. Stunp. The daily outpubl of
salt was 6000# and sold for $#30.00 per ton at the works. The outpub was
100,000 in 1866; 300,0004 in 1867; 500,000 in 1868; £50,000f in 1869;
750,000# in 1870; 850,000# in 1871. The output increased during the
1870's to 1000,000# a year. Mr. White left the salt works in 1879 and
went to Montana. Thres hundrad teams were used to froight the salt %o
Montana, Boise Baain, Orsgon and Washingbon.

3ohn.ﬁ. Stump, for whom 3tump Crsek is named, operated this old salt
works,.

It is interesting to note that F., W, Lander in his "emigrant guide™ of
1858 mentions that this is a gecod plazce for amigrznts to hold up, rest
their stock and collect salt.

- The Lt. Wheeler expedition of 1877 notes this salt works as the "0ld

(nelda Salt Works" which indicates that the salt works was old sven ad
that time.

Ranger Jesse Dransy, in 1915 to about 1918, supplemented his yearly in-
come by boiling salt at the Upper Tygee Salt Springs. The salt water
from the springs was yun into vats made from plank with sheet mstal
bottoms which ware set over a pit. The water was boiled away and the
gsalt racovered for sacking and transporting to market.

Ranger Draney says the old saying , "that a man is or is not worth his
salt" can have more than one meaning because he tried it and it is mighty
hard work for a man to "boil™ salt enough to keep from starving to death
on the fruits of his laborse

Thege salt beds crop to the surface in many places and in other places
they are overlaid with several hundred feet of earth and rock. The beds
of pure salt have been found to be 400 feet thlick at soms places where
drilling has been done,

0il.

011 has been suspected to be present under much of the "old" Caribou
Porest. 1919 to 1921 a deep hole (reported to be 2400 feet deep) was
drilled in Tygee Valley for oil by a local promoter named Everett Sloan.
0il was reported to have been found, but no further development was
done.
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Varinus oil companies and individusls have filed on lzand on and neay the
Caribow Jorsst bhroughout uie past 25 years, and in 1944 7ilings wers made
to prospect on about 15,000 acrss. In 1945, the recordead oil progpecting
leasas were in execess of 200,000 acres.

Forsst and Rangs Fires.

The first record of fire on and near the faribou was made by Robert Stuart,
seplenber 9, when he mentioned that = recent fire in the country between
the Fish Creeic divide and present Alexander Gap had destroysd all ths horse
faed.

The picneer setilers report that forest fires,during the 1870's and as late
as 1883, burned uncontrolled all summer long in the Caribou Forest,

The Caribou Forest, especially the original forest unit, is one of the
largest burned arsas in the intermountain area. The even-aged lodgspole
pine stands show that thsy were ssedlings from 1855 to 1890,

A news item in the Pocatsllo Tribune July 18, 1901 states, "A dig timber
fire is burning on the mountains east {Portnesuf Division) and south of
Pocatello (Pocatello Division)., It seems to have atarted in Portaeuf
Canyon yesterday morning and during the afternoon burned up over ths
mounbainsg on the south side of the eanyon. Sometime during ths day the
fire erossed the canyon and durned up Rapid Creek. All afterncon great
e¢louds of smoke rolled up from the range just east of the city. ILast
night the fire burned down over the side of the mountains that face the
city (Blackrock Hills) aund a great ring of fire blazed fiercely in plain
view all night and the smell of smoke was all prevading. The fires are
still burning, both up Rapid Creekx and south of the canyon, and this
moraing it 1s reported that the fire 1s working up Mink Creek".

A further note of interest was a weather report the same day that, "A
blazing sun all day yesterday drove the mercury up to 98 degrees. At 1
P. M. this afternoon the thermometer marked §7 and obssrver Xelliher says
it will go to 100 by 4 o'clock [pe me)o”

The past history points to severe fires during the past 100 years which al-
most completely dsstroyed the most of the old fir timber stand.

Grazing.

The earlisst observations recorded on forage were by Bonneville in 1832 who
remarked "abundant bunch grass” was found along Blackfoot River and hse, as
well as Wyeth and Osborne, mentioned the Blackfoot River, Portneuf and
Grays Lake country as "buffalo country"”, which implied good forags cover
in the ares, :

In 1858, F. W. Lander in his "Zmigrant Guide” mentions much zrass at the
meny camp sites along the lander Trail. In fact this trail was recommended
as the routs with forage sufficient for the emigrants’ stock.
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Alezander Toponce says there was an abundancs of grass in the Porineufl
Drairage, statiag that he and John W. Kerr trailed $,000 cattle from Texas
to ths Uppor Porineufl Drainags, with hesdquarters st Toponce Creek, in
1872 and 5014 tals outlit $0 Sparks and Tlernan in 1879.

Tha first extensivs use of forage was by cattle and horses. Uany thousands
of them trailed through the Caribou area ovar the old Oregon Trall atarting
in 1836, and later the livestock tralled west over the cld Lander Trails

Catile weprs ths first livsstock grazed in the Caribou country. It is
known that there wers soms cattls in the Bezar Lake ssttlements in 1363 also,
az well as along the Portneu? and in Maled and Cachs Valleys.

The largsr range cattle outfits entsered the arsa about 1868, coming up fram
Utah and Nevada and by 1875 there were largze mumbers of cattla.

One of the first lerge cattle cutfits to come into the ares was Burke and
Lonegen, "70" brand. "The War Bonnet" owned by ¥. G. Rand had 15,000 hesad,

Sheep Pirst appeared on the scene about 1883 when a YMr. Booth grazsd sheep
along Snake River. The Ricks Brothers, Thomas and MNatan, and Ted Arnold
and Son brought 3000 shesp inte the country in 1885, ard by 1893 there were
large numbers of sheep.,

Tz country now ia the Caribeu Forest was fully overstcecked by sheep by
1900, and overstocksd by 1505.

A news 1tem in the Poecatsllo Tribune of Junas 22, 1905 states, "McCammon -
Sheep shearing closed today, some 85000 head having passed through the
pens®.

The sarly cattle cutfits had very little winter feed reserve in the form
of hay and 85% of the catile numbers were lost during the winter of 1888~
1889, This terrible loss alswst eliminated the cattle from southeast
Idaho ranges.

The following information was submitted by Ranger Peterson:
RANGE HISTORY AND BISTORICAL DATA

Reference 15 made to our coaversation relative to obtaining data
regarding the past history of grazing in ths vicinity of Soda
Springs. The following information has been secured by con-
tacting various stockmsn in thls locality.

The first grazing of domestic livestock in this vicinity was
probably the riding horses and pack animals used by Captain J.C.
Fremont who was sent by the Sovernmend to explore the northwest.
It is a known fact that he camped for sometime nsar the Bear
River below town at a point near or st the famous Steamboal
Spring since he gave the following acoount of its action: "In
an opening in the rock, a white column of scattersd water iw
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thrown up, inble supply, its greateat heisht is only stitained
at regular intervals accoxding o tho sction of ths fores below.

It is aceompanied by 2 sudlerranesn noise, which, %ozether with

ths motlcxn of the water, makes very much the lmpression of a stsame
boat in motion; znd without knowing that it had besn praviously
so=-called, we gave to it the naems of Steamboat 3pring.” It was

in the vear 1843 that Captain Frement visitsd ihis section.

a E&

In 1852 Ezrs Meeker passoed over the 0ld Oregon Treil which sx-
tended Tfrom 3%t. Louls to Portland., He medse the following comment:
"The most attractive astural phenomena encountersd on the whols
trip ars the Soda Zprings near Bear River and in fact right in the
bed of the River. OQune of thess, Steamboat Spring was spouting ab
regular intervals’. It must be agsumed that ir. ¥ssker and his
outfit stopped and grezed their riding end peck stock in this
vieinity., However, no comment is available z2s to the abundancs

or density of thes forage cOvVEeETr.

By 1847 and a number of years following long trains of emigranis
stopped at Soda Springs, and grazed thelr oxsn and horsaa, It is
gported that they would stop for several days and rest at this

polnt while enrouts %o California and Cregon.

The first permanent settlement of Sods Springs was mede May 23,
1863, at a poini on Bear River below the preseant site of the town.
Thase peopls came from Uteh, and were lead by General Connor. A
fort was establighed shortly after their arrival. The settlers
numbzred about 325 men, women, and children. Their cattle and
horses wers grazed In the immediate wvicinity of the settlement.

In 188, Oneida County embraced about one~third of Idaho Territory
with ¥alad as the counity seat., Southsastorn Idaho at that time
was entlrely grazed by cattle. It was not until sbout 1889 that
sheep were grazed in this area. Several large cattle outfits, of
which the War Bonnet was probably the largest, grazing from 12,000
to 15,000 head of cattle on land south of the Blackfoct River.

H. G. Rand was the ovner and menager of thiz outfit, As many as
three or four thousand calves would be marked znd brended at one
time during the fall roundup. A largse smount of the beel was
shipped to England. In connection with this shipment Mr. J. W.
Woodall, tells an interesting story. He sald that this outfit

had special cars made in which the cattle were shipped to New

York provided with such modern facilities as drinking fountains,
feed racks, etc., in which ths ecatile were fed and watered, and
never unloaded from the time they were loaded at Soda Springs
until they reached their destinmation. This special cattle train
was equipped with a coach and sleeping car for use of the employees
aceompanying the shipment. The fall roundup of this cutfit is
supposed to be the origin of the noted War Bonnet Roundup or Rodeo
held annually at Idaho Falls. The War Boanet Cattle outfit had
their sumner headquarters on Corral Creek where they built the bull
corrals and the log cabins. The first Hereford cattle imported in-
40 this country was by this outfit in the summer of 1887.
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Saotier large 0ut?it oparzting in thils country aboul ths sams

tilos s bhe Yor Bonnst outdi ”ag cvned by Burke znd Lonogan;

i *ﬁvvnt outfit because ©f the fact that they
wJEi“ brzaodle Thess cubile summersd north of the Black~
foot Hiver, and wers wiatered on the Fort Hall Indian Resarvation
and ths 3nake R-f“r Yalley.

Tha Mipst band of bﬂuép to saber this reglon wers trailed from
dregus =8 owped Dy Morgaa & Houbtz in May 1889. Thess sheep ware
summarsd on range norbh of town around what is pow koown as Hooper
Springe The following year according to R. C. Rich, Presidsat of
the ¥Hoglgrowers Asﬁc,ia'ion, three bands of sheep summered ia aboutb
this sams arsa. 41 that Lims zheep ware never shipped to market
uﬁ were trailed iz bands of 5,000 to 10,000 hsad, plsnty of faeed
vaing available along tho routs of *raVcl. Hr. woodall said that
vou would havs thought a circus had came to Lowa the firgst train
icad of sheep thaet arrived at Soda Springs and weare unloaded at
the site of the present stockyards. The agent told soms of ths
stockmen that a train load of shesp would errive at Soda Springs
in the evaning, and asbout every man, woman, and child in the town
wag at the depot to see the sight. To indicate the amount of
country a shesp cutflit expectsd to operate on during the summsy
months can be judged by ths following story: A prominent sheep=
man who grazed bls sheep south of Grace, Idaho came into Soda
Springs one day and offersd his outfit for sale. Soneone asked
him the reason for sslling out and he replied, "It'=s getiing too
crowded to operats sheep in this section of the country”. (The
nsarest band was locsted approximatsely twenty miles away from
his outfit.) Following the advent of the first three bands of
sheep more came sach year until in 189, about 50,000 gheep summersd
north of 30da Springs on what iz now the Soda Springs Lease {State
Land). These sheep grazed on scme of the cattle range, and whils
no battles cecurred between the {wo classes of atockmen, sometlmes
fealings batween them wers pretty strong, and cowboys have been
knovn ©0 have a sheegp outfit move ir the night.

It was in the fall of 1894 that A, J. Fnollin Tirst entered tha
shesp business in the stats of Idaho, Thalt fall he purchased
10,000 head of lumbs and the next summer ranged them on open
public domain north of sSoda 3prings. Mr. Znollin stcted that

the price paid for thess lambs was around $1l.15 per head. The
following year he purchased 60,000 hesad of sheep. In telking
apout fe2d condliions at that time, Mr. Xpnoilin said,"In the
early days it 1s my recollection that grass and woeds grew o

an approximste helght of 2 to 25 feet."” About the same statement
was alsd mads by both R. C. Rich und J. W. ¥oodull~-that forage
in the sagebrush type would sctually reach a height of about two
feat. To indicute that they had dry seasons sbout that time
yloodall told me that he had packed nls raincout on the back of the
saddle during an entire season withoubt using it while he was herding
cattle aloag the Black{oot River.
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It is estimated that sbout 150,000 to 200,000 head of shesp ranged
OR vhe arsa around Soda Springs in 1905. At this time the XKnollin
and Finch Shsep Company had a total of 450,000 head of shaep
grazing in Idasho, Utah, Montana, and Wyoming. In making his range
inspection Mr., Enollin said that he waa able to stop at ons of his
camps each night, which would indicate that the distance was ap=-
proximately fifteen to twenty miles apart, since he hade his in-
gpaction by saddle horase.

ffo ons has any duta rslative to the number of cars of lambs shipped
from Soda Springs in 1905 which is supposed to be the peak of the
sheap business in this vieinity. The largest numbsr shipped in
later yesrs was in 1917 when 1700 ecars were shipped to points

2s5te At the present time about 800 cars of lambs are being
ghipped according to Mr. Plckren, local Railrond Agent,

In talking to Mr. Woodell pagsrding the demsity of the forage
cover in 1889, at the time the sheep first startad to graze this
country, and at the present time he said, "I rather believe that
the density of the plants are ebout the ssme, ths difference in
forage production is in the amount produced.”

The country norih of Soda 3prings was used as a public domaln un-
til about the year 1912 when an associstion of sheepmen lesased
this tract of land from the State and put it under a form of regu-
lated grazing. This ares huas since been known as the Soda Springs
Lease.

At ths time of ths creation of the Caribou Forest most of the
sheepmen ressented the sfforts of the Forest Service in what they
dotermined to mean, how, when, and where they could graze their
ghesp, and in limited numbers according o the capacity of tha
allotments. Mr. Woodall said, in 1907 he thought that the creation
of Forsgt raserves would aboub put the average sheepman out of
business, "However," he added, "can you wvisualize what this
country would look like 1f the government had not taken over the
supervision of the high mountains in this Region.”

The public domain north of Soda Springs was used for sheep grazing
until about 1908 when s few homssteads were taken and the shesp
trailing to the Forest were compelled to trail for a short distance
through the first lane. By 1914 the major part of tha country
north and east of Scda Springs had been taken by homesteaders, and
fair crops of grain were raised for a number of years. During ths
period following the homesteading of the public domain the sheep~-
men becsme concerned with the problem of spring and fall range,
which resulted in the leasing of all the State Land adjacent to the
Blackfoot River and its tributaries.
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The dreugnt of 1833 end 1389 laft stockmen with a linited amount
ol hay, aund duripz the wiater of 1829 the stockmen ran out of

fasd and had +0 import corn fran Nebraska to save thalr stock.

The pailroad traansported this corn fres of charge in an effoxrd

t0 save the livestock in this ssetion. However, large numbers
died on the fesad yards, and many on the traill from Grays Lake %o
Soda Springse In March of that year these stock wers taken to the
%ilscn Hanch in Paradise Valley where the gcuth and west exposures
of the hills offersd a lot of dry forage on which ths animals were
able to live wunitll the ndvant of green forage in April and May.

/s/ Arthur Psterson
Forest Renger

The statements of "old timsrs" L. 3. Smart, Eph Ricks, H. H, Thomsen, and
Ae J. Knollin are glven hers for their historical valuee-

"1 came to Bear lLake County in 1901 and have been engaged in the
gheep businesa contlinuously since that time. My father used range
in what is now ths Cache Nationzl PForest near ¥t, Sherman as sarly
a3 1890, and soon after used range east of Bear River in the
vicinity of Big Basin, now included within the Caribou National
Forest. It was on this latter range about 1901 I started in the
sheep business,

I recall at that tims tho range was very poor both in guality and
quantity of foragz production. Range compsetition was very keen
every foot of avallable range belng overstocked to the extent
that it had a very low carrying capacity.

Dus to such ccmpetition the range was abused other than belag
cver-grazed as excessive trampling occurred when varicus outfits
would race for a cholce spot of rangs. Othsr abuse occurred
when sheap would get onto the range as soon as the snow was gone
from ths lowar areas, and would follow the snow back as it re-
ceded. Undsr such conditions of use and abuse it was impossible
to fatden cur lambs and mutton, and such as we scld had to go
for feeders. This procsdure continued over a period of ysars
until the range became a dust bed. Feed was killed oubt and by
1505 or 1906 it was a question whether we would have to move on
t0 other ranges or go out of business.

About this time the Caribou National Forest was created which

placed the range under regulated use with first definite perlods

of use and later subdivision of the range into allotments. Re-
covery of the range was slow but in my opinion it improved progress—
ively thereafter reaching its peak of production during the pericd
1925 to 1926, I believe that the forest range had greater carrying
capacity and produced a better guality of forage during this latter
period than at any other time during my 35 years connection with it.
I am sure that similar outside range that has not been similarly
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managed dos: not cume eloss in forage production. My obgsrvation
has been thab gome animals have not in any way influenced the cone-
dition of the range although there has always bzen a Tew big geme
anzimals on that part of what is now the Caribou Forest which I
have besn connsedsd with,

1 believa that the so-called grezing homestead has besen a distinet
detriment to the sheep businegs. Through the operation of this act
all our spring lambing and fall range has passed to privatse ownar-
ship. In order to make these lands available it hzs been noc=33ary
for the stockmen 10 purchase it outright. This has added Ho our
already top heavy land investment, and to our tax burden. The
grazing homestead has resacted to our disadvantsgz in that claims
were allowed on what has become well established trails which had
been usad for many years in crossing batween winler and summer
ranges. It 1s now necssaary to practically buy our way over thess
driveways.

/8/ L. S. Smart"

"l came t¢ Rexburg in 1883, At that time there were a few settlers
at teton; two or three trappers on lower Taton River; about thres

families at what is now Moody; two settlers west, on ths North Fork
of Snake River; three or four families at the south of Lymean Creek.

In 1883 there wers no sheep in the county; probaebly 500 head of
runze cattle and 100 head of range horses. At that time practically
all lands in the upper Snake River Valley was Public Dommin, open
to homesteaders and unused. In the fall of 1883 and the summer of
1384 thers were & lot of peopla came into the velley and filed on
land (squatters rights).

The first psopls comlng into the valley brought & few head of milk
cows and two or thrse teams Lo the family but pructically no range
stock., During the first two or three years most of the people got
their hay by grubbing out sage brush and cutting the natural grass.
This grass crop ylelded about a hall ton per acre.

In 1885 or 1886, Thoa., Z. Ricks and Natan Ricks, end Ted Arnold
and son went into the sheep business. Previous to this time, a
man named Booth run about 1200 shesp west of the river on what was
later the Carrier ranch. The Ricks and Arnold outfits began with
about 3,000 head. Following this tims sheep began coming inte
this vicinity quite rapidly. These ocutfits ranged on ths foot-
nills to the east of Rexburg and as far east as Thousand Springs
Valley on District 7 of the Targhee. All early day lambing was
done on the runge. The lambing runs about 80% or less. The pred-
ators (wolves, ccyotes, cats and a few mountain lions) caused very
heavy losses,
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Sy 1893 ho 1593 there wars more sheep in the valley than at the
prasent Sims, sud the herds were belny taken to the higher
mountains Tor sumner rang’. By thils time, also, the larger

art wers baksa to the Utah deserts for winter. Yhen the herds
ere S0 numarous as o crowd the range the common practice was

2 got ths chédce range first, {resulting in too early use) and
sbay as lats a3 possiblae., Owners did respect prior location of
erds, ie, if one ownor got on a creek he was recognized as law-
ful ownsr of that ranze for that season, but ke usually had a

»7 herd wilth whleh to protect his wet herds,
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grassss and inferior wseds. By 1296, the cattle had aceumulated
in proportion to the sheep. In the Tirst years the cattle wars
renged in thes lower country, (foothills and river range).,
Practiczlly no cattls wers run on what is rnow National Forest
land until after the dry farms teok eway 50 much of the open
Tangs.

At the time the Forest 3ervice was created, there was very notice-
able overgrazing on all lands, Private, Public and Forest. A
large number of the sheep in the country at that time were tran-
sients who did not care whether or not the range was pressrved and
zot everything out of it that they could,.

#nen the Toreats wers created, a great many of the stock were ex-
cluded from the areas included in the forests; range was alloted;
timbered arsas and areas of less desirability were forcsed into use
and more stock were thrown on the Public Domain and Private Rangs,
This extra burden on private range and public domain lasted for a
year or two, or until the owners had a chance to cut their numbers,
The transients saw the futility of depending on forest rangs and
bagan dropping ocut,

For two or three years little change was noticed in the forags on
all elasses of range, thsn for a few years an improvement was
avidents It is my thought that now ths forest lands are at least
nolding their own in density of »lant cover and quallity of forags;
that zenerally, the public lands and private range is still being
depletad, .

In the early days, the high range was not ercded, It is true

there were places where snow slides and cleared strips of timber
and brush, but thers were no eroded arsas. At the peak of stocking,
1896, and 1898, considerable erosion was svident, It seems that
there is considerably less erosion now and I belisve this to be a
result of forest regulations -- beddinz out system; deferrsd and
rotation grazing, and slimination of trailing.
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Genorally, over pablic mnges, the grass gpecies have changed
from the finer to tha coarser speciss. Porcupine graas has
beken the place 07 ths vhsat graszss and buffalo zrass.

The losszs todar are far less than thay were Vears 20 -w- 1
would say our losgsss are 25% or more, lsss than they were years
agoe This s ths resuly of predatory animml control, less usa
of old baodgrounds, and botter aupervision. This saving is not
#opurs proflt as considersble monsys have been sxpended in its
ereation on such itams a3 mwore sexpensive overnead and predatory
animal controls The running expenses are much greater now than
in early days. In ths varly days no forest fess were paid, no
taxes on private range lands, no hauling of water for spring=-
full runge, less toxes, no automobils expenses, about one=third
as mach for hay and aboub 30 psr cont as much a3 at preseat for
wages. In early deys the herds of shesp rangsd from 1800 1o
2000 heads Harders were hired for about $30.00 to 335,00 and
berded the larger hards, vhile at the presend they are being
paid at the rate of about 345.00 and herding 1000 to 1250 head
herds.

During ths first years I was here, there was little difficulty
in getting a deer or elk, but thers wers not so many but that

it was necessary to hunt for them. Thers were quits a nusmber of
antalops on the desert country to the north and west. It was not
too uncommon to ses as many as 500 head of antelope in a herd,
100 head in a hord was cormen. Thers are probably as many deer
in ths surrounding ccuntry now as when I first knew it. In a
100 mile radius thers may bs as many elk, but both have been
pushed back farther., The antalope were almost exterminated in
early ysurs by market hunters. There was a period batween 25
years and 35 yaars ago vhen heavy inrocasds were made in the game
supply by huntars. Since that tine desr and elk have incrsasod.

Thers was never any hunting, or killing of game by other meana
than with a rifle. The nigrations of game havs always been
local -- foothill to mountain movement in the spring and return
in the fall, The nmigration has merely been shortened by
civilization preventing the game from coming into the valleys
as thsy did in early ysars,

Eph Ricks"

"I came to Table Roek (now Chokechsrry, Idaho) in the fall of
1898, A% that tims thers was one farmer on Antelope Flats, three
farmers in the vicinity of Archer end Sunnydell, and thrse farmers
on Rexburg Bench. Through this srea ranged two herds of shsep,
each herd ranging in number from 1500 and 2000 hsad, asd aboubd 50
head of horses, and approximately 200 head of catiloe
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In 1399 and 1500 more stoek cams into the logality. During 1900,
about four bands of shoon and som2 ADQ hesd of eattls and horsses
ranged through the South Fork of Inake River Ranges. The numbers
of ghock increased rapidly on this range durlng the next flew
yearas., Thers were probably 2,000 head of c¢ettls and horges and
ten herds of sheep here during the 1905 season.

The Porsst Servies took an active part on this range in 1906 and
many reductions in numbers of stock was made, The Forsest Service
{under L. C. Payze, Homer Fean, L. V. Hasting) at the outset,
informed me that this range was belng overgrazed and that Forest
regulations would proalbit the heavy use that was the custanm.

With little asception, thsre were no farms north and east of
Zaglo Roek {now Idaho Falls) in 1898. The balance of this
country {now ths north-cast half of Bomneville, tho eastarn half
of Jeffersen County and the eastorn half of Madison County) was
mogtly Public Domain, Many of the people locating in the
vicinity came in 1898 and a few in 1888, No large steck holders
were here as early as 1898,

During ths fall of 1898 and in 1899 thers were thousands of acres
of land over the Rexburg Bench, along the South Fork of Snazke
River and Antelope Bench and the foothills east of Idaho Falls
that would cut upwards of a half ton of hay whers sagebrush would
permit cutting. For the first two years I cut all my hay from
grass stands along the flats near Table Rock and in Table Rock
Canyon. From 1908 to 1912, practically all of Antelope and
Rexburg Bench were filed on and dry farmed. Just previous 0
this dry farm stampede there were several hundred herds of sheep
and several thousand herd of cattle and horses ranging during
some part of the season, through the dreas of the above named
countiss. 9ne of these outfits, Smart & Webster, owned 96 herds,
mosat of which ranged through this locality.

For several years following the establishmant of the Forest Ser-
vice several herds of sheep ranged lambed on Forest landas,
Previous to this timoc spring lambing was done on FPublic Damain
lands farther to the west.

By 1905 there wers so many stock in this locality, and SO many
dry farms taking away range, that the cattls came off in very
poor conditlion, ’ R
Following the establishment of the Forest Service, the range
‘seemed t0 recuperate to some sxtent and then when the drought
began the range deterioration of the rangse was very noticeablas.
This deterioration is mors noticeable than on forest lands.

Ths country between Table Rock and Sunnydell would cut one half,
or better, tons of hay in 1898--today this land, Public Domain
and Private Range, would be very near barren if the segebrush and
rabbit brush were ramoved.
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i Z new the country thers was no June prass horoe. Today,
over the pudblle demodn and priwate rangs the prinoipal forage is
P W
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goasge  Ourdng the first yours I yas hers we fed sheck for
aboud three months Jduring the wiantsore ¥We now focd six montha.
This has rosulted L2 the losz of mezt of the profit iz the oattls

Tha desr and slk were plentiful when I first came bhozrs. The deer

angad bhe Tosthills and the 2lk the higheor ranges and Phe foote-
nills Parther up the river. Thay did not seam 10 migrabs o any
great extenbe-gapaly from hlgher ridges and flats to ths foobthills
along ths river. Ths range hablts of the game have not changed to
the preseat timse However, the numbsrs of =lk ars less and the
desr have inereased. Thoere has nover been eaough gams in this
sountry o have any effect on yange deterioration, Ths sarly
hunting practices were Just the sz2me as now, axcepbling thabt evory-
one had wild mezt whensver they wantad it.

%hen I cems to Tablse Hecl there was not a ground sguirrsl. Today
there are millions of them and we spand considerable momey in
gquirral control -- we have Lo in order that we may raise a crop.

H. Hs Thomsen”

"I first wont to Texas in 1388 on a buylng expedition and bought
thonsends of shesp in Taxas - thers were no lambs 30ld in those
dava. In those days sheep men would say they had s0 many muttons
t0 52ll; & mutton meant a fat wethar,

In 1890 had chance t0 buy an outfit in the Pecos Valley; the post-
office and raillroad station was named langtry after the "Jersey
Lily™.

Roy Bean, quite a notsd erd sccentrle character was Justice of the
Paace and also opsrated 2 saloon in Iangtry; he was known as the
"Lew Yest of the Pecos", An interesting story of Roy Bean and his
mothod of meeting out justice is related; it is not known how true
the story 1s, but it i3 as follows: A man was found dead out on
the range and Roy Bzan held an inguest. Among the dead men's
possecasions were a rovolver and a ten dollar bill. Roy Bean dis-
posaed of the case by fining the dead man $10.00 for carrying a
coneesaled weapon.

About this time the Southern Pacific Rallroad was bullding the
railroad through Taxase Roy Bean bad a whiskey shop which he
used to move alongz with the construction work of the railroad
aad of course some of the men =amployed wers Mexicans. Durling an
altereation between a Mexican znd a vhite man, the white man
killed the Mexican. Roy 32a2 hald an inqusst and his verdlct
was that he had no knowladge of any law to condesm 2 white man
for killing a Mezican and the white man was turnad locse.
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ie Rellrosd potirizd me that in ordsr te run my shsep on
2le land, I would have to lowse 1t. Ib was costipg me 50¢ a
asad to run my sheep then and I figured with the cost of leasing,
it would jump 60 737 per hsade I felt that this was too much,.

I located in New Mexico in the Pecos Valley thare near Roswall
and continued ranching there until about 1922, wihen I so0ld out
my lnteraest thers. In the msantime, however, I had continued
my shaep operations up into Utah, first going into Utah about
1902 while I still had my other outfit in New Mexico. The sheep
I bought there were run in the San Pete liountains near lt.
Pleasant Jtah and Bphreim, Utah and were wintersd on ths west
dazerd,

In 1894 made agrasment to purchase lambs aad put up check and
contract 1n escrow until I could examine lambz; the price was
$1.15 per head with 10% cut back or 60¢ per head, 7The lambs were
to be brought to 3oda Springs with thelr mothers. I came up Lo
examine tha zheep in the summer of 1894 and went with parties

to examinas the shesp. Took wagon to Rasmussen Raneh located near
Tin Cup. Took 3nddle horses and gaw two or thrse dbands and sald
I would take th2 lambs., Quite a percentage of the lambs were fat
snough to be slaughtered but the market was vsry lowe. Xnollin
thought shipmamt on market now would not make much so put tham
all on fesd; corn cost about 12é¢'par bushel ard ocats sbout 10¢
and hay aboud 2.50 per ton and after that deal if he had bought
all 2% 60 cents a hesd he would have made monsy. #£4.35 per
bundred in Chicage was nighest price at that time.

Tha country looked good and Xnollin notified man teking care of
sheep in Utsh to move to Idaho next spring. Thse Utah sheep were
brought to Idaho in the spring of 1895, At that time Knollin
stated could start.out in any direction from 3oda 3Springs and
g9t feed any place = outside of a few ranches overything was
Oopene

Xnollin believes that the first sheep came into southeast Idaho
in the 80's, John Houtz of Ogden and Nates Irelapd of Malad are
believad to be the first who brought sheep into southsast part
of Idaho,

They tell story that Jim Horgen who was foreman for the Houbz
outfit thought that Ireland's outfit was infringing on the Houtz
range. Morgan rode horseback for a considerable nmumber of miles
to notify Houtz of thia infringement although at the tima therse
was considerable range not being used at all.

Another early szheep man was Tom Mercer who brough sheep in fram
Utah and other parts of Idsho.



a3 brotiars, Jin, Uok and Low Swmpsco pun chged over 2

snd wintored than iz tho MNeovady desort. On a buying
grpoddibion Eoolliizn Lought their webthers znd lambo; the lao

were gasll and savilin told shem how big the lambs we

Soda Springs eouniyy, sO the noxt spring ths ousfit came over
inte Soda Springs countrve. '

£nellin ralates that thare wers lots of deer in Idaho when hs
firsh came in and he balieves thare wers quite o few 9lik, ale-
though ke only actually saw one. There ware plenty o bsar bub
not as many ¢oyotes as there were alter.

Thars wers a geood nuny Utah sheep men came into Southsast Idaho
shortly af'ter and continulng for some years after ¥nollin’s
arrivals In Utah the cheap wars held for long pericds ¢n
mountain range and wheole mountains in Uhah hogame brush pastures
through overgrazing. The sheep would do alright but the lambs
would not,

Znollin was asked as to the condition of the vegatation on hig
“arrivel in Ydsho. His only remark was that "bluebslls would reach
up to the pommel of my saddls.™ No further information in this
ragard could be slicited by further guestioning,. .

¥nollin's principal business was buying sheep and lambs and he
purchazed & good many outfits around Soda Springs and other parts
of Statee Had on2 ranch nsar the town of Bruneau south of
Mountain Home and run those sheep near Mountain City, Nevadaa.

Mad a ranch at Bmmett, Idaho. In 1898 bought a ranch on little
lost wiver and astablished sheep outfit over there., -

During all this tims there wers a groat many sheep trailing from
Oregon, Washington ard western Idaho. They wers put up in bands
of about 5500 to a band., During the first few years of trailing
thaerc wers mess wagons with water barrels, later on when valleys
were tuken up, this custom was transferred to pack horses. Zach
one of these outfits would have two herders with a saddle horse
each 2nd the camp mover, his saddle horse and thres pack horsss
and a Paw horses extra in case of emergency. They would start
from the west slops of the Cascade M¥Mountains nsar Oregon near
the middle of May after shearing and trail clear through to
{Omallally or Odally, Nebraska - check on name), would load

up thers and ship to feed lots in corn belt of Nebraska and
Xansas. The trail followed pretty much the old Oregon Trail
and the Lander Treil. Znollin brought the last outfit through
in 1%02. '

During vears from 1296 on up 3o shout 1904 EKnollin had sstabdlished
a chain of sheep commiasion houses in Kanses City, Caleago, Umaha,
St. Joa, and Denver, Colcrado and operated them up until about
1922, Mr. Xaollin was in favor of National Forest control of
grazing but dus to his string of commission houses, could noi say
much about 1t without hurting his business as most of the sheep~
men at that time were opposed to it. However, he did talk on the
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subjecd in some of hisz addresses befors ths Vational Voolsyowsrs
Lpscodatl 23, MTs Hnollin having held the office of
LT 2R 5

surer of bhabt organization in previous yearsa.

fnollin sald his land 1z Texas outside of the Pacos Nivar just had
a2 oy water holseg he had tawen up here and there and had spent a
Lot of money building cement reservoirs to hold water. Belisves
now bo would huvs been better off had he stayed nn@ra and paid for
lease previously mentioned., Pay to Mexican sheep herders was about
12 dollars in Mexican monsy which was worth 65¢ in United 3tates
allver. He figured 10 acres to & sheep in Texas, the terrain being
very rocky and very little vegetation. One plant known as the soto
plant was valued as forags. This plant resembled an onion somewhat
in the root; it grew to a height of about thres feet with the leaves
folding over one on top of another tarminating with a sharp splke
at the top. The aerders would split this up with an axs so the
ghoep could get at it. It seemed to furnish both sufficient water
and rorags.

Ab the peak of his operations Enollin employed 400 men, owned about
450,000 head of shesp, about one hundred f£ifty to twe hundred thous=-
and beilng fed in the corn belts of Kansas and Nebraska and the
balance on the western ranges - his operations extended into 11
states and territories,

In 1890 a complete failure of corn occurred in Kansas nnd Nebraska
and during that tinme he iransferred his feeding operstions to
Colorade; bought wheat at 40 and 50¢ hundred, hay at 3 and 3.50

ton and contracted for 60 car loads of linsesd oil menl at 18,00

a ton. After feeding them, held asuctions st easch one of the places
where sheep were held and sold them off - stated did not lose much
on it.

At the tims of sheop vyailing from Oregon snd Yashington, the State
of Idaho passsd a law recuiring the dipplng of sheep 10 milasg be-
fors the boundary was crossed. Knollin arrived at Frohman's Ferry
with hils sheep and ferryman refused to teke him acrogs., XKnollin
drove all his shesp down to the farry leading point making it in-
possible for anyons else to use the ferry to see if he could force
the ferryman to bake the gheep across. The ferryman rsfused and
finally EKgollin got him to go into Caldwell with him wherse they
both conferred with Korrison, afterwards Governor of idaho.
¥orrison advised ths ferryman to take the sheep across az he
stated that the law would bs declared unconstituticanal.

Xnollin stated thut cotrary to existing stories of strife between
shsep and eattlamen that he had never had any trouble at all. He
stated that in tralling his sheep it was his poliey to always buy
food and forage as needsd locally as they went along, thersby
gaining the goodwill of the local people and communities.

Ae. 7. Enollin®
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The #Wilton Phillips outfit (1945) was started ab Naysville, Ubab by
Edward Philiips in 1850. Later his gon Jogeph Paillips carried on and
in 1891 tock als cousin, Jack Pare, as z pariner und weved to Lachs
Vallay in Utahs The parinership was dissolved in 1894 an? s new
partnsr, 01 3Simmonsz, tock Ware®s intsrest and continmued wmiil 1503
when ths oulfit moved to Ucon in Bomneville Counvy, Idaho,.

Joseph Fhillips dicd in 1908, She shes) wersz run under a leaszt fop five
years until 1913, wihsn Joseph Fhillip's sons, Bdward, John De, and J.
Milton regumed operabtion of ths shesp cutfit., They dividsd the ocutlit
in 1935, but Milton continuwes {1945) t0 graze sheep oa ths original
forest allotiment,

The first record of authorizsd grazing on any part of thas praazsut Caribou
¥National Forest is contalned in a news item in the Poecatello Tribune dated
December 10, 1504 - "The Jecretary of Interior has granted permission for
the grazing of 500 cows on the Pocatello forest ressrvation~-but stipulates
that only cows belonging 4o residents of the city of Pecatello shall be
allowed on the reservailon®,

John Raphael, former forsst supervisor, told me (Varnsr) that he was
supervisor of the Wyoming Forsst with headquarters at Afton, Wyoming in
1905 and that whan the old Pallisads, Teton, Cache and ¥Wyoming Forssts
were created, all the sheep roit allowed to continue grazing on these
forests along with the half million sheep already using ths area, which
became the Caribou Nationmal Forest im 1907, crowded onto the Caribou
area and that there were, in his estimation, at least ones million shsep
on this area ia 1905 to 1907, and that this tramsndous overstocking
climazed & lC~ysar period of overgrazing resulting in making a dust bed
out of the Caribou.

The statements of old-time stockmen in this history snd many other ploneers
leaves no deubt bub thet the Caribou Forest was badly overgrazed at the
time it was created, :

In 1920, the original Caribou had an authorization for 325,000 sheep and
23,000 cattle, not counting tae old Pocatsllo Forest, later muds a part
of the Caribou.

In 1915, ths Malad Ranger District had in sxcess of 11,000 cattle and
horses permitted in addition to several bands of shesp.

The first supsrvisor of the old Caribon, John Wedemeyer, recoguized the
overstocking ard recommended in 1907 a reduction ia permitted uss fram

456,000 sheep to 400,000, stating thet he had received application for

740,000 shesp.
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uz 1908 he reported thut the sover rangsr distriets actually swezed a
tobal of 357,395 sheep, 10, 73l cabitle aﬂ 438 horsas. “%3 s*aaous of
use wag == catble, Appll l) t0 Decsmbor 31 and shasp, May 1 to Cctobar
15, These were the lonzest seasons of use, He recommended tnqt in
1509 the authorlzation bs for 340,000 sheep and 15,000 cattils,

This sesms exceptionally optimistic to us in 1944 when our actual Ob-
ligation on this sams unit 1s 174,862 sheep and 11,027 0.

It is interesting to note that out of the original permittees of the
Caribou in 1907 Griff Davis, now at ¥alad, Orme Brothers and H. L.
Finch of Xnollin & Finch are permittees in 1945. However, many sons
of original permitiees continus tc hold parmits.

The top lambs in 1907 wsizhed 80 pounds. In 1908 top lemds welghed 75
pounds and brought a top price at Omsha of $6.35 per cwh.

The supervisor msnticrned that reductions in use wers facilitatzd bee
cause the continued loss in welght was conaidered by the stockmen to be
caused by doteriorating range condition,

The top lamb percentage was 110 =nd averaged 8§0% in 1908,

Two and thres year old steers sold for a maximum of 330,00 per head in
1507 and brought $3.15 ewt. at shipping points in 1908,

The first sllotments apparently were made in 1907. The maximum limit
was 15,000 sheep in 1907 and 10,000 in 1908 to any one permittse and
there was no limit sai for cutile and horses.

The o0ld records indicate that proper stocking was recognlzed as necess~
ary at the very start of administration of the forsst and the first
grazing recennaigsance was started in June 1913 under supervision of
Hancock, and later under Mark Anderson, C. E. Favre and Homer S. Youngs
(killed in France in first World Var)were in the crewe 244,327 acres
were coversd this first yzar.

In 1913 the survey startsd June 1, with Fred Doothitt in charge and
Homer 8., Youngs, C. E. Favre, Jesse Bedwsll, Wm. Schofield, Goodspeed,
Aldous, Stevens, James Hull. The reconnaissance was completed and
earrying capacity tests started in 191 were extended in 1915 by

C., C. Favre and slso extsnsive tests made in 1916 by Favrs, Dr. C. H.
Shattuck, Vincent Evans. A racheck on range capacity was made in
1927-28 end 29 by Dean Phinney.

Ths grazing survey of the Pocatello, Portneuf and Malad Ranger Districts
was complated at a latsr date glvirng the entire forest a basle forage
inventory.

The objective of proper grazing use guided administrators of the forsst
throughout tne years, and when 501l and range condition bscame better
understood in the lute 1920's the adjustment of downward stocking was
spoeded up culminating in a 107 protection rsduction in 1935
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The Ze Re Ae and C. €, ©, programu in 1932 and 1933 gave the foregt an
opportunity %o greaily inercess the rangs improvement progrem znd looking
hack on these Drograms we rsalizz full use was not made of the opportunity
to loprove the grazing plante

Fencinz and resesdisg on the forest did not rscelve sufficlent effort une
til the "depraasioa" work progrems wers mors than half ovaer, but considsy-
able work was cunpleoted on the fencing of range units in the Hontpslier
cabtilc Jngﬂs on the Malad Ranger Digtrict, and on the Pocatzllo Division,
agpzeially the latter whers pagbure managensnd was instituted in 1940 with
full rotation in the uss of nasturss. This unit improvzd sc rapldly thab
the grazing capacity increased sufficiently by 1945 to Justify inersasad
steeking, ’

Ranga reseedlng, although successiul, was epensive and ussed only for ree-
habilitation of the bast scil and grazing sitas,

Sage removal was started in 1945 to remove campetition to the botter fore
age plants and the 1000 acres treated was the start on s program t0 $read
at least 3000 acrss per ysar until all areasas which will be benefited by
sage removal have been treatad.

A beginning was made in 1938 to eliminats lumbing on the forest and to
sliminate cormon use. Ths Dry Valley cattle allotment was taken oud of
common use in 1934; a great part of the common use was 2limineted in the
Montpolier-Blk Valley allotment in 1940, and plens have bsen made Lo
follor through on thls project until all common use has been ramoved.

Cooperation betwssn the pasymitd ets and forest officlals haz always bosen
productive of beneficlal results to toth the stoclmen and the Forest
Servica.

Ths first supervisor, in 1907, attempted to interest the permitises in
forming associmtions but he rsports that they wers not interssted at that
early date.

The first asscciation of record was the "Sheepmen's aAssociation” formed
August 12, 1909 with 114 members and Ae. Je. Knollin as president. This
agsociation reorganized ua the "Caribou Cattlemea's Association, March
22’ 1913 .

Other associations were formsd in the early life of the forest, snd Uy
1923 all permittees wore members of assoclations. MNotably the Croveland
Livestock Association (sheepmen) at Blackfoot started in 1918 =znd coased
about 1924 when ths Caribeu Woolgrowsr's Associztion was reorganized,

Tha Dismond Craek Cattlemen's Associzaticn formed in 1518, flaowarad during
the lato 1920’3,
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In 1945 all permittees of the forest with the exception of three in
the Utah section of the forest are members of the fifteen active cattle
assoclations, and one woolzrowers association.

The presidents of the [ifteen cattlemen's associations were organized
as the Forest Cattlemen's Advisory Board in 1945.

An interesting news item in the Pocatello Tribuns of September 12, 1903,
although out of chronological order, 1s inserted here because of its
historiesl importance. It rsads as follows:

Saptanber 12, 1903

Judge Beatty of the United States circuit court at Boise, has
issued e temporary injunction agaeinst shesp and cattle men re-
straining them fram rsnging or grazing their herds or flocks
upon the lands embraced in:the Pocatello forest reservation.
United States Marshall Ruel Rounds is in town today serving
the injunction upon the parties interested. The order is
directed to Joseph Commeriil, Richard Douglas, Georgs North,
Jeseph Watts, C. A, Valentine, Thomas J. Woodland,

Balentine, Wililems, Horton, Edward
Phillips, George Wakelsy, D. M. Daniels, Vesleun Dives,

Joshua Munn, Joseph Munn, D, L. Evans, Lorenzo Evans and J. M.
Evans, their agents, attorneys, servants and all persons acting
under their orders.

Thisg is one of the first grazing trespass cases initiated on the forest.
The last surviving men listed in this news item, Joseph Munn, remained
a permittee on the forest until his death, Decamber 1945, at the age

of 83 years,

15, Insect Control

There were sporadic dendroctonus monticolae in the lodgepole pine stands
for many years, but camtrol work was not started until 1929 when coatrol
work was dons on isolated spots by contributed time.

In 1930 a total of 3000 trees had been treated on 3130 acres, and 12000
trees on 15000 acres were treated in 1931. A clean job was dome in 1933
when 6060 trees were treated over 16000 acres of lodgepole stands.

The douglas fir beetle started work in the mature fir stands in 1930,
and large areas in McCoy Creek, Fall Creek and the Snake River slopes
were infested. No work was done on control. This infestation slowed
up greatly by 1938. A few spots have shown ingect activity each year.

A asmall dendroctonus infestion, 140 trees, was treated in Battlesﬁako
Basin on District 4 in 1940,

A severe infestation developed on seven sections in Clear Creek and Brock-
man Creek in 1943, whors control was started in September 1944 10 care
for 18000 trees.
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labor was almost impossi®la 40 secure and ths contrnl job was carrizsd on
by employing tamporary smployses from surrcunding forests. Th2 job was
carried through the winter; blocksd by muddy roads in March, and started
again in June with Mexican Nationals and aigh school boys. Production
on tha job was poor and only 11,000 trees were tresated at the high cost
of nearly $5.00 per tree.

The infestation was not ¢leaned up and by 1945 had spread northward in-
t0 Dear Creek to probably 40,000 trees. The forest attempted to prevent
gpread southward and treated all spots scuth of Caribou Basin in 1945;
one in Clear Cresk, one in Kendall Canyon, one in Morgan Meadows, and
about 200 trees in Anderson Creak, with the hope that the infestation

in Brockman Creek would spread with the alr currents to the north and
that spread to the south could be controlled. The final outcome of this
infeatation 13 in doubt, e&nd the future status will be known no doubt by

1947.

The prssent policy and organization set up to deal with insect control is
without doubt a "buck-~passer’s" dream., The Forest Service consults the
Bureau of Eantomology who consult the Forest Service at thres levels, and
by the time a decision is reached "to conirol or not control"”, the insectis,
villians that they are, havs done their nefarious work and flown to further
conquegt.

16. Reereatiom

The first recreationist of record in the Caribou area was the English army
officer, William Stewart, who hunted all species of big game, trapped
beaver, fished, explored and scalped indieng, apparently for pleasure.
Wyeth found him along Blackfoot River hunting buffalo, July 10, 1834.

It i3 known that Stewart, with his largs mounted party, visited the area
first in 1832, and continued to visit the region until 18,5.

The first improved recreation facilities on the forest was probably at the
present Scout Mountain reereation area in 19 when concentrated re-
ereation was encouraged by Ranger 3Sterling Justice and the area becams
known locally as "Justice Park", Local residents continue to call it by
that name,

The first summer homss on the forest were established in "Justice Park”
about 1924. The Special Use Permit for the first cabin was to the Idaho
Paint and Glass Company. They sold the cabin to Clarence Garrett in 1928.
He owns the same cabin now (1945).

There was little other recrsational development until 1933, when the
Civilian Conservation Corps came into existance, and the recreation plen

for the forest was developed.

Spring Creek camp ground was built in 1928, Tincup in 1929 and the Hof fman,
Sumit Canyon, Pine Bar and Scout Mountain campgrounds were developed in 1930,
Home Canyon, Montpelier Cany®n, Church Hollow and Mill Creek were started in
1935, The Swmit View and Falls areas were completed in 1938.
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The first winter sports area was Lead Draw, and was complsbed in 1939 and
1940+ The Home Canyon area was developad in 1941 nnd 1942

17, B5tories by end about Early Pioneers and Forest Officers

THE INCIDENT OF THE MURDER OF CAPTAIN HUNT AND EIS SON

"Ameng the trappers who trapped the area in 1387 were Captain Hunt
and his son, who lived in a small cabin at the upper end of Sul-
phur Bar, The Hunts had some neighbors, two trappers, one naned
QOlsen, the other’s name is unknown, who lived in a cabin at the
mouth of Big Spring Creek, the remnants of which are still visidle.

A transient named Williams, who had for some time been living in
the cave under the Falls Creek Falls, came up the river in a boad
about November 15, 1888, The boat was s0 unserviceabls that he
abandoned it at Sulphur Bar and called upon the Hunts, who invited
him to0 spend the night which he did. He continued to stay with tha
Hunts, and their ever-broadening hints that he leave had no effsct
upon him, but finally nsar the end of Jamuary they demanded that

he leave, but he begged to siay.

One day when the Hunt boy was out tending his traps, Willlams
attached Captain Hunt with the axe killing him instantly by cutting
his head almost off, Willlams ambushed the younger Hunt as he was
returning to the cabin and shot him also killing him instantly,
accoxding to his later story.

Olsen and his partner became suspicious when the Hunts‘railed to
arrive for a schedulead evening at cards, and after a week's wait
skiid to the Hunt cabin to find Williams alone,

Williams informed the trappers that the Hunts had gone to Afton,
but they pointed out that ths rifles and skis of the Hunts were
still there so they obviocusly had not left. They told Williams
that the Hunts purchased the skis and guns from them on eredit,
and they would take them and kesp them pending payment from the
Hunts. They also took the only axe and laft Williams marooned,

~with the snow seven feet deep, no skis or webbs, and no axe with
which to meke any, and sgkiid to Ideho Falls, then Eagle Rock, and
reported the disappearance of the Hunts to the deputy sheriff,
The sheriff, Bob Oley, resided at Blackfoot which was the county
seat before the organization of Bomneville County.

The deputy sheriff skiid to ths Hunt cabin with them, arriving
about February 20, to investigate. Upon searching the cabin he
found the bodies of Captain Hunt and his son, neatly salted down,
mder the bunk on which Williams had been sleeping.

Williams confessed immediately, expleining that it wms a case of
self defense, as he would have perished had he been forced to

leave Hunts without equipment or supplies. He sald he felt that
it would not be just to make the bodies of the Hunts stay out of
their own cabin, so he had brought them in and salted them down.
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Williams was taken to Idzho Falls, but broke Ja
and was shot thr :‘ugh the lag and receptured ne
later taken to Bolse and hanged,

1 pending trial
Firi 2. Hs was

4
Qi
or

The deputy tock Captain Hunt's heed to Idaho Palls to bs used
as evldencs ot his trial, carrying it in a sack as he skild,

Captain Hunt had pever been shaved, and his hair had not been
cut for sgevarsl years, 50 his head was a grucsome sight. The
deputy took ths zack to a saloon where men were at a table
playing poker and at a heatad point in the game ths deputy
regached in the sack, pulled out the hirsute bloody head and
planked it on the table, offering to beb it."

An interesting story about the sarly forest officera is told by J. Hs
Stoeking, which involved his father, J. J. Stocking and Ranger James He
Johnson. According to Mr. Stocking, his father was a dig, gruff, rough
and ready piloneer stockman who had homesteaded in Blackfoot River before
the forest was created and had, as was the local custom, fenced good
meadow land without fellowing land lines very closely and ons moraning in
the early summer of 1907 he saw a csmper on his lower meadow. He wend
down to see who the intruder was and found the diminutive Ranger Johnson
comfortably located on the meadow, and upon asking Johnson what his
business was, was told that he was going to build a ranger station cabin
on the spot and fence in some pasture. The elder Stocking ordered
Johngon to "up camp" and "be gone", Johnson very cooly stated that the
meadow was government land and that he was not moving, and furthermore
he would immediately start development of the ranger cabin, Many hot
words spsued and Mr. Stocking decided to end the interview by forceadly
evicting the "perky government man®,

In the battle that ensued Ranger Johnson completaly "whipped"” his larger
opponent and the elder Stocking fully appreciated that "to the victor be-~
longs the spoils", with the result that he informed Ranger Johnson then
and thers that he was a worthy fos and to go ahead and build his govern-~
ment cabin. Thay were gocd friends thereafter and the old log cabin
Johnson constructed remained on the site until 1933, when it was moved

to Dry Valley and a2 new building erected at "Trall Station" on the original
site,

At the time of the Home Canyon Fire on October 20, Christian Tuescher, a
resident of Montpelier, heppenad to be up in Home Cenyon with a car,
gathering "burnwocd”, as he called it., The fire burned among the willows
for a short ways along the road st the mouth of the Canyon, and Mr.
Teuscher feared for & time that ha and the car would not be able to make
their escape from the flames. But, let Mr. Teuscher tell it, "I go up
Home Canyon in mine c¢ar to get some burn-wood. Ven I get ready to come
home I see a lot of smoke down the canyon ven I get tru the Narrows.

I dipk maybe so I haf to leave mine car and valk up the sidehill, as der
was lots of smoke. But finally I decide to go down tru the fire. I dink
maybe the heat vill burst the tires, so I let the air out of dem. Also

I cover up the rediator with a blanket so de heat will not bdboil the water.
And I coms tru all right.”
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Speaking of literary compositions, ths following is a copy of a “gem” I
found tacked on the door of ths Gtump Creek R. £. the cther day:

Thugus 17 1922
¥y James Bruse
Nodfie you to have one Muley Read Boole and 3 Balfzce Booles
‘taking care of they have put us the trees 3 or 4 times and I

hant be Gord By - if not we will take care
. ‘Of thamo
Sidney Reed,"
J. Bs B,"

Ranger Draney captured a bear, but 4id not take him in the usual manner.
Ranger Draney was repairing telephone line and did not have a gun with
him when he espied Hr. Bear. The bear took to a tree, and Ranger Dransy
attacked the tree with hls axe. When the tree fasll the bear was slightly
stunned and Ranger Draney completed his subjugation by tapping him on the
cranium with the business end of his axe.

Barly Settlement

Settlement of Star Valley was probably about 1870, when some "polygamist®
families moved thers ostensibly to aveid "persecution”.

It is known that Archie Moffett, the Gardners, A. B. Neal and J. H. Bruce
were living at the present Smoot settlement in 1886,

Mrs, Jacob Miller settled at Freedom in 1879 with her parents. Jacob
Miller ceme in 1885,

James ¥iller came to Star Valley at Freedom, September 6, 1886 and
Marion Heap was already there at that time,

The first early settlers in the Idaho Falls area wers Orvills Buck and
George Heath who located squatters' rights on Willow Creek in the spring
of 1874, and John R. Heath joined the community in 1875. Adolph Heath
settled there in 1879, ‘

George Smith settled at poplar, now Ririe, Idaho, ia 1878.

The "Land Rush” of 1902 began when the scuth part of the Fort Hall Indien
Reservation was opened to settlement in June 17, 1902,

An article in the Pocatello Tribune of June 18, 1902, desceribing the "lLand
Rush" is raproduced hers:

The rush for the lands and mines of the Fort Hall reservation
lacksd spsctacular features. It was an interesting entertain-
ment but the day was without excitement. The whole population
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turaed ocut to see the stzrt of the rucs. The finiskh found a
gcod many diseppoinied peoples and some happy ones. Good naturs
and 2 spirit of fzir play werse predominant,

The race began st noon with the screaming shop whistile as the
gignal to start. The line~up for the race in Pocatello was
from tha southeastera boundary of the clty. Many started from
other pointz on ths townsite boundaricss and in every direction,
buat they went in small parties, by twos and threes, and ons ab
a tlme. DBut just bslow the vrickyard there was a rsgular line-
up. Ssveral hundred horscmen were drawn up in 2 fairly good
lins and there was 2 thousand or more people back of them to
see them off.

On the high red dluff of ths clty, what seemed to be about half
tha city’s population was gathered to ges the start. The sky-
line thers was black with peopls. The tops of long trains of
freight cars on the Orsgon Short Line tracks were crowded with
spectators. Thers wers several hundred people on the flat top
of the brewery and the roof of every high building in the city
wag crowded with peopls eager to ses the start.

Promptly at 12 o'clock noon, ths start was made. With the first
hoarse scream of the whistle, the motley crew of horsemen was
off in a bunch and in a cloud of dust. A great cheer burst forth
with the start. There were a few wagons in the race and two or
three buggiss. All were out of sight behind the Black Rocks in
exactly one and a half minutes.

At the sams instant smaller parties started from every point of
the canpass. On the south side of the river thers was quite a
bunch of starters. Soms headed up Pocatelle ereek; same due
weat over the mountains and still others north toward the few
sections betwesn the "five-mils limit" and the southern boundary
of the reservation.

It wes but a short time until the race to the land office at
Blackfoot commenced. The men who had set out for land knew where
they were going and it didn't take them long to locate the spot.
Most of them raced back %0 the city and waited for the gpecial
train, but some had provided relays of swift horses sad raced
right through to Blackfoot. Ons after another they clattered
through the city, cheersd on by friends and were soon lost in
the dust of the road.

At exactly 12:55 D, W. Sweeney dashed iz from the hills and filed
for record the first notice of minsral location in the Fort Hall
mineral district. He calls his mine the "Blue Rock.™ He was
followed closely by 3. M. Nixon, who filed a water locatlon,
aporopriating all the waters of Clty creek.
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At 1:27 Will Hillman rode in on a foam-flecked horse from Topaz.
He left Topaz at three minutes past 1 and was riding to bsat the
train to Blackfoot. He changed horses here and kept right on.
Hlg ride featured the most axelting race of the day.

The homsteaders' special which left McCammon et 1:20, putted in
here at 2:04 with sight coaches, ths Marsh creek squatters occupy-
ing the firat coach of the train. The special left at 2:10 with
every coach crowded %o capaclity. The run from Pocatello to Black-~
foot, a distance of 24 miles, was made in 28 minutes.

The scens at Blackfoot was one of the wildest =sxcitement. The en~
tire population was out to see the train come in and long before
it pulled up to the station the men began rolling off. They fell
all slong the side of the moving train like sacks of grain tumbled
from a loaded wagon. Some rolled down the embankment, turning
over many times before thsy got to thelr feet. 3Some were badly
bruised.

J. A, McConkay was the first man off the train., Hsz landed on his
face and was somswhat scraped up. Myers Cohn was off early, tco,
and the side of his face touched the ground first and was badly
skimmed., Others alighted in all coneceiwable positions but all
wers up and running like deer for ths land office door.

For a few moments all was confusion there but 1t was scon straighten~
ed out and the line, three to four hundred men long, was pushed in-
to shape and back and forth up the street for nsarly a blocke All
Blackfoot was looking on and willing to help keep things moving.

Inside the land office, Reglistrar Larry Thomas and Recelver George
Rovsthan went right on with the filings, each cuse being fully dis-
posed of as it came on in its turn.

When 4 o'clock came, the land office closed. There wers still
several hundred people in line. The name of every man was taken
and a number representing his place in the line was issued to him.
The land office rsopened at 10 o'cleck this morning.

One of the features of reservation opening day was the filing made by
Lisut., Gov. Thomas F. Terrell. There i3 a particularly attractive
pisce of land up the canyon about seven miles, back of the Black
Rocks. At least a dozen men had their eyes on it and wanted it for
their own. They lined up and made the rum to get to it first. Clirf
Johnson won the race and turning, started for Blackfoot as fast as
horseflesh would carry him., He made the total disbance of Al miles
from the south line of the city to the land and from the land to
Blackfoot in two hours and one minute, using six horses, to find

that Terrell had gone lelsurely to Blackfoot and shortly after nocm,
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stepped into the land office and filed & patond on the ideniical
pisce of land., Terrellts filing was the first minersl reservation.
Shortly aftsr Tsrrell made 1t, Sam Rich, attorney and District
Judge Joe Zich, filed a contest on the entry,.

Terrell contends that he had a legal right to make the filing as

he did. He was required to make an affidavit that he had been on
the land prior to making his entry and was familiar with it, dut
that there was nothing that specified that such knowledge of the
land must be gained after 12 o'clock noom, on the 17th. Terrell
gaid that for mors than a year past he had held a pass from Indiesn
Agent Caldwell permitting him to camp and fish on the reservation
and that he had, therefors, been lawfully upon ths land in question
prior to the opening of the reservation and had lawfully acquired
his knowledge of the land.

. = am

The most exciting race of the day was for the "Bob Smith™ ranch at
Topaz, an abandoned Indian farm and one of the finest pieces of land
on the reservation. Stories brought from MeCammen ars that sbout

30 men wanted it and started for the land., Will Hillman, Claude
Cottrell and Harry Monros weres in at the finish but neither of them
2ot it. Hillman and Cottrell rode from Topaz to Blackfoot, Each
had relays of swift horses. Hillman came through Pocatello and
Cottrell took the road sast of the mountains. Monrpe went by train,
Hillmen and Cottrell lsft Topaz a minute or two after 12 o'elock,
Cottrell got to Blackfoot first, asrriving some 20 minutes bsfore the
train got in. Mohros got in on the train at 2:50, seccnd on the
-ground, the train having passed Hillmen, riding like mad, about
three miles out of Blackfoot., He came in six minutes after the
train and f£ol1l into line and it was only after all three wers lined
up at various stations in the string of men that they learned that
the ranch had been entered dy a fourth party before either of them
arrived on the scens. The race betwesn Hillman and Cottrell got a
lot of nttention becauss considerable money was bet on it. Insidenti-
ally Hillman had backed himself in the smount of 75 to beat the
train. Both he and Cotitrell used about 14 horses each.

Josh Munn and Frank Dekay were the first of ths racers to rids lnto
Blackfoot. They started at the northera boundary of the townsite ang,
riding for land between Pocatello and Blackfoot, had only about 17
miles to ride from the land. Quite a number of the MeCammon home-
steaders also rode all the way to Blackfoot. Joe Neeser was the first
of them %o arrive. MNat Marley also made e fine race. He rods from
ths south boundary of the townsite, nine miles up the canyon, and

then back through Pocatello to Blackfoot, about 44 miles, in two hours
and one minuta. He used seven horses. He and Cliff Jchnson started
together and rode to Blackfoot, nsck and necke
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One of the amusing incidents of the start was the location of
the big rad bluff east of the city just as the whistls blew the
signal to start. The blufi was black with psople watching the
line~-up and just as they were off, a man in the crowd unwrapped
a bundle he was carrying and saying "you are sll my witnesses,”
calmly posbed two location notices, claiming the entire bluff,
He said that nine years ago he drove a tunnel into the bluff
and that "it's a good thing.”

The homssteaders'! special made a fine run. It made the trip
from McCammon to Pocatello with a stop at Inkom, in 26 minutes
and from Pocatello to Blackfoot in 28 minutss. Conductor Jerry
Einney took the train up. Ed Moyes was brakeman, Engineer J.C.
Loe was at the throttle and Firemen F. A. Laing shovelled the
coale

Onse of the unfortunate incidents of the day was the start of
Ira W. Davis. He got to tha line too soon~--buit it happened to
be a clothes line-~-and as a result Davis is at home and in bed.
He had just mountsd his horse to go to the starting place when
the animal became unmanageable and bolted under a clothes line
sand Davis was dragged to the ground. He was badly bruised dbut
not seriously injured.

- e~ ew

Just as the start was made Harry Jacobs' horse stepped into a
hole and broke its leg. That put Harry out of the race.

Pocatello was first established by the Oregon Short Line Rallroad Company
on 40 acres of land set aside as a townsite by the Interior Department
within the Fort Hall Indian Reservation in the spring of 1882. It was
firgt called Pocatello Junction.

September 1, 1888, Congress approved the Pocatello Townsite Bill, setting
aside 1840 acres of land, and it was surveyed into blocks, lots and streeis
during the swmer of 1889,

The Uth Northern Railroed came down Marsh Creek to the Portneuf and reached
Pocatello in 1878 and a junction was made at Pocatello in 1882 by the Oregon
Short Line Railroad, building west from Granger, Wyoming. -

The first domestic water supply for Pocatello was wells along the Portneuf
River and a pipe line from City Creek to the railroad shops. The next
development was the old high line diteh in Mink Creek, bullt in 1892 by

N. C. Hawkins under the supervision of James Murray of Butte, Momtana.
This old diteh is still in evidence along the west side of Mink Creek in~
side ths forest boundary.
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The first settlenent in the Bear River vallsy alcng the Caribou was made
at Soda 3prings in the spring of 1862, when General P, E. Comner built
Fort Conner along Bear River about 1/2 mile south and west of the prosent
main street of Soda Eépringsl.,

In 1263, about 400 "Morrisites" settled at Soda Springs under the pro-
tection of the troops at Fort Conner, This was the second settlement in
Idsho, Franklin belng the first in 1860,

Abe O, Anderson was the first white child born in Soda 3prings, February
20, 13865,

Paris, in Bear Lake Valley, was settled in 1863. Montpelier was established
in 186); known as Clover Creek, sand then called Belmont until Brigham Young
named it Montpelier.

The first sebttler in ithe Grays leke Basin was m man by the name of Garbey
who egtablished a ranch along the shore of Grays Lske on Willow Creek in
1870, He kept a few cattls and horses but made his living prinecipally by
selling fish, caught in the small streams, to the miners in Caribou Basin.
In 1879, James Sibbetts, David Robinscn, Gideon Murphy, ¥m. €. Simmons and
H. B, Simuons settled at Grays Lake.

George Wakley,interviewed by W. L. Hansen in 1937, said that Malad Valley
was gettled by about four families in 1864.

Conant Valley was settled in 1883 by Richard and Joseph Higham and the
settlement on the Upper South Fork of Snake River remained on the south
side of the river until 1886 when the Highams built a ferry, giving access
to the Swan Valley area. Conant Valley was named for Charles Conant, a
trapper in the area in the 1870's.

John F, Jones, his wife Elizabeth and four children settled on Fall Creek,
now the ¥Walt Olsen ranch, in 188., and the old log cabin they constructed
still stands on the bank of Fall Creek (1945). He grazed 100 head of
cattle in Fall Creek, and in 1899 moved to mouth of Indian Creek.,

Charles Zngliss, first settler in Swan Valley proper, and located where the
post office now stands, arrived in 1886,

The ranch now (1945) at the mouth of Indian Creek was first settled in 1885
by Alec Rainey.

Mike Yeamsn, his wife Sarsh settled on Sulphur Bar in 1886,

About the time of the first settlers, the firat "law" came to Idaho terri-
tory with the organization of the vigilantes, December 1863, and they hanged
"road agents" in generous numbers. The first %o hang was George Ives,
December 21, 1863, followed by Erastus Yeager, G. W. Brown, Henry Plummer,
Ned Ray, Buck Stinson, Jno Wagner, Joe Pizanthis, George Lane, F. Parrish,
Hayes Lyon, Jack Gellagher, Boone Helm, Stephen Marseland, ¥Wm. Benton,
George Shears, Cy Skinner, Alex Carter, Rob Zachary, John Cooper, Wm. Grave:
Wm. Hunter, J. A. Slade. Slsde was hanged March 10, 1864.
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The firgt ssdtlers enjoyed thzir first fast transportation with the pony
axpress. Lb wag started in 1363, fram Forbt Bridgor via 3cda Springs $o
Bogle Hock {Richardt!s Read), by Oliver acd Connovsr, with Jim Houp riding
from Soda Springs north, and Frank Lowe from Soda ZSprings to Fort 3ridgser.

Zarly Forest Improvements

The first telephone lines on the Caribou Forest were atub lines from ths
Pallisade Reserve line, which was on the north side of Snaks River, acroas
the river at Indian Creek and to Bear Creek in 1908, :

An old voucher 732, for the period Novambar 1 to 30, 1908, shows $5,00 was
expended on the Bear Cresk tslephone line, and voucher #33 shows that J.
Herbert Williams {killed in World War II} apent 3$8.0C contributed time on
the Indian Crselk telephons line.

The telephone line from Montpelier to Grays Lake wug started in 1909 and
soma of the poles were trested as shown by the purchase of several hundred
gallons of crecsois.

The Caribou Forest mads the first use of radio communizations in 1939,

The first renge improvements wers in 1908 when the Slug Cresi, Bromn's
Creek, and Broclkman corrals wers constructed and the first water davelop-

ments wors tha Pruass Creek, Sorensen, and Simpkins Springs, in 1909.

The first trails congstructed were the Rear Creek Trall in 1908, and Fall
Creek Trail im 1909.

The first ledgers kept on ths forest show that the Brockman wagon roed
bridgs and bridge at Blackfoot {now Trail R. S.) were built in 1908, and
the McCoy Cresk road (12 miles), Stump Creek and Pall Creek roads were
worked on in 1508, :

The Georgetosn Canyon and Woed Canyon roads were constructed in 1909,
In 1908 the first ranger stations were under constructlon; namely, Grays
lake R. 3., Snake River R. S., and Johnson R. 8. Stump Creek R. 3. was

Tha Black Mountain Lookout Observatory--
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wag consztructed in 1939 and was ths first lookoubd sconsbtructed on ths
forashs It was bullt by the €. C. s

The Civilian Coaservation Corps, created in 1933, added a heavy bdurden
t0 ths work of ths regular forest personnel. The Caribou Forest had the
following C. C. C. camps: '

¥-96 arrived at Indian Crsek on the Snake River Ranger district
in June, 1933 and was moved out the last of October the same
vear. This camp rebuilt some of the Snake River - MeCoy Road,
Spring Croek campground, lower part of the Fall Creek Road, and
did some work on the buildings at Snake River Ranger Station,

F-170 moved to Stewart Flat the first of June, 1935; was moved
to the Bolse Forest in QOctober; reestablished again in June 1937,
and was moved to the Bolsze Forest in October of the same years
During these two years, the camp constructed the Slug Creek Road
through ths marrows in Blackfoot River and to Daves Creek, also
rebuilt the Diamond Creek Road to Timber Creek; started the
Summit View, Montpelier, Home Canyon, and Whitman Hollow re-
ereation areaa, and completed the i1l Canyon campground. They
did some stand improvement on Diamond Crosk and treated about
10,000 fence posts. ~

F~10l, Bannock, transferred from the Soil Congervation Servics,
November 1, 1939 to the Caribou Forest and completed terracing
on head of Coodsnough and Belle Marsh Creeks and the log fence

in West Fork of Mink Creek xxx started in 1938 by the 8. C. S.
May 15, 1940 this camp moved to ¥~170, Stewart Flat, with spike
campa at Cub River on the Cache Forest and one at Bannock on

the Caribou and one at Summit View. This camp moved back to
Bannock F-~101, October 8. During this season this camp completed
construction of Summit View, Montpeller, Cherry Springs, Scout
Hountain recreation arsas; rsbuilt the Diamond Creek Romd and
surfaced it with gravel; treated 15,000 fence posts and some
telephone poles; constructed the Harrington Mountain drift fence,
the Mud Springs water tank, Hendall Canyon, Campbell Canyon range
water developments; the Black Mountain Lookout, in additicn te
suppreasing 26 fires on the Caribou and doing fire work on the
Bfidger Forest.

During the fall and winter the new road was constructed from
Snzke River to Fell Cresk; the South Fork section of the Mink
Creek road was rebuilt; the Lead Draw winter sports area com=-
pleted; the drift fences completsd in Mink Cresk; the beefl
pasture in Mink Creek with the roundup cabin; crushed 25,000
yards rock and surfaced the East Fork Mink Creek Road; completed
the 3cout Mountain, Cherry Springs and Falls campgrounds; planted.
200,000 trees in Mink Creek; reseeded range in Kinney, Ledd Draw,
Belle Marsh, Indian Creek, Zlk Meadow, Welker Creek; rebuilt the
telephone line Banncck R. S. to Pocatello; salvaged 150 M.B.F.
timber infested with mistletoe in West Fork of Mink Creek; con-
structed warehouse at Pocatello; built four portable overnight

cabins, two sets of portable (trailer) camps; posted 50 miles
of forest boundary; made 500 signs; constructed 10 portable sheep
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corrals, 300 heavy log camp tables; killsd 1000 por
complabad many othasy projocis.

The camp left in June 1941 at the termmlnation of the Co C. G,
organization.

cuzines, and

Timbey

The old original timbsr survey oan the "old" Caribou was made during 1913,
on the Poeatello District in 1910 and on the Malad District in 1911,

The first cutting of timber for commercial use was the tie cutting by the
Utah Northérn Hailroed dn tha Elkhorn, Pocatsello, and Oxferd units in 1873,

Alexander Toponce says, in his memoirs published in 1923 after his death,
that the Cantral Pacific Railrcad cut 100,000 ties elong ths Bear River
drainage from Soda Springs to Montpelier in 1868, und that he hauled these
ties from the woods to Bear River and floated them to Corine, Uteh, May 15,
1869, The old tis cutting area is evident today (1945), espsecially in
Jones, Big Rattlesnake and Joe's Gap Canyons on the Caribou.



