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EARLY DAYS 

1862 Gold D i scwered  a t  Warren 
1890 Idaho Becomes 43rd S t a t e  

1891 Congress Authorizes  t h e  P re s iden t  t o  E s t a b l i s h  Fo re s t  Reserves 

'rhrough t h e  y e a r s  t h e  a r e a  which i s  now t h e  Kras se l  Ranger D i s t r i c t  has  
wi tnessed  much h i s t o r y .  This  n a r r a t i v e  w i l l  a t t empt  t o  t r a c e  t h i s  l i i s t o ry  
s i n c e  t h e  coming of t h e  f i r s t  set t lers t o  t h e  a r ea .  

The f i r s t  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  South' Fork were t h e  Snake River  Ind ians  which 
inc luded  t h e  Nezperce, Bannock and Sheep.eater t r i b e s .  The Ind ians  came 
i n t o  t h e  a r e a  dur ing  t h e  summer t o  hunt  and f i s h .  They set up temporary 
camps on t h e  lower b a r s  where access  t o  t h e  r i v e r  and summer run  salmon 
was easy.  T h e i r  t r a i l s  c rossed  t h e  South Fork a t  shal low fo rds  which were 
marked by b l a z e  t r e e s ,  some of which a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  today. One such 
b l a z e  t r e e  i s  r epo r t ed  t o  be  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  South Fork j u s t  
above Kras se l  Hole. The Reed Ranch Bar and Hamilton Bar e x h i b i t  some 
evidence of temporary Ind i an  h a b i t a t i o n .  The Ind i ans  a l s o  b u i l t  a  hunt ing  
b l i n d  i n  t h e  l o o s e  rock between t h e  upper Buckhorn b r idge  and t h e  h o t  
sp r ings .  The n e a r e s t  known permanent Ind ian  camp is on Mackay Bar where 
t h e  South Fork j o i n s  t h e  main Salmon River.  This  was a l a r g e  v i l l a g e  and 
I n d i a n s  win te red  h e r e  i n  t h e  mild c l ima te ,  l i v i n g  on a  d i e t  of  d r i e d  
salmon and deer .  

I 

The f i r s t  whi te  men t o  e n t e r  t h e  a r e a  were f u r  t r a p p e r s  under t h e  leader -  
sh, ip  of Donald McKenzie who worked f o r  t h e  P a c i f i c  Fur Company of  John 
Jacob Astor .  Two of t h e s e  t r a p p e r s ,  Francois  P a y e t t e  and Jack  Weiser l e f t  
t h e i r  names on two prominent r i v e r s  of t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  P a y e t t e  and Weiser. 
Trappers  en t e r ed  t h e  Chamberlain Basin country between 1818 and 1822 and 
probably passed through the  D i s t r i c t  du r ing  t h i s  per iod .  

I n  1862 gold was discovered downstream a t  Warren and t h e  miners f locked  
i n t o  t h e  a r ea .  The major d igg ings  were around t h e  p re sen t  town of Warren. 
Another sma l l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  head of  t h e  Secesh River by " ~ e c e s s i o n i s t s ~ '  
gave t h a t  r i v e r  i t s  name. The miners and prospec tors  were w i l l i n g  t o  pay 
good p r i c e s  f o r  food and i t  wasn ' t  long be fo re  t h e  b a r s  and f l a t s  j u s t  
n o r t h  of  t h e  D i s t r i c t  boundary were s e t t l e d  and farming commenced. Pros- 
p e c t o r s  t r a v e l e d  t h e  South Fork bu t  d i d n ' t  f i n d  much easy digging.  There 
were many Chinamen i n  t h e  a r e a  around Warren dur ing  t h i s  per iod .  The 
Chinese were considered second r a t e  c i t i z e n s  i n  those  days and only dared 
mine t h e  a r e a s  of lower va lue  and heavy overburden passed up by whi te  men. 
They c a r r i e d  on t h e  e a r l y  mining a c t i v i t y  on t h e  D i s t r i c t ,  p l a c e r  mining 
t h e  sand b a r s  a long t h e  South Fork. The p i l e s  of boulders  they s tacked  
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-- up as they wo~iced t h e i r  way through t h e  b a r s  can s t i l l  be  seen  on t h e  e a s t  
. s i d e  of t h e  South Fork around Hamilton Creek and on down t o  Circle End 

Creek. It was commonplace f o r  f i g h t s  t o  develop over  c la ims and gold ,  and 
i n  t h e  absence of law and o r d e r  d i s p u t e s  were s e t t l e d  w i t h  guns. One s u c h ,  
f i g h t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of ~ e a d m a n ' s  Bar r e s u l t e d  i n  t h r e e  Chinamen and one 
wh i t e  man dead, t h u s  g iv ing  t h a t  b a r  i t s  name. A l a t e r  day s e t t l e r  named 
Reegan i s  now b u r i e d  t h e r e  i n  a poor ly  marked grave.  Reegan s h o t  himself 
a f t e r  c o n t r a c t i n g  a te rmina l  d i s e a s e  and h i s  cab in  on t h e  b a r  was burned 
by t h e  bury ing  p a r t y .  

-+ 

The I n d i a n s  and wh i t e s  co-exis ted f o r  awhile ,  b u t  minor sk i rmishes  over  
s t o l e n  ho r se s  and goods soon became common. White s e t t l e r s  took t o  farm- 
i n g  t h e  f l a t s  where t h e  Ind i ans  camped and t h e  hunt ing  p re s su re  on l i m i t e d  
s u p p l i e s  of game reduced t h e i r  numbers. Sometimes Chinese were k i l l e d  f o r  
t h e i r  go ld  and t h e  Ind i ans  were blamed. One such massacre.,below Hells 
Canyon Dam r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  dea th  of almost 30 Chinamen. A t  any r a t e  t h e  
Nezperce war broke ou t  i n  1877 and i t  was followed by t h e  Sheepeater  war 
of 1878-79. During t h e  Sheepeater  war,  I nd i ans  and s o l d i e r s  b a t t l e d  nea r  
t h e  D i s t r i c t  a s  t h e  Middle Fork of t h e  Salmon w a s  t h e  home of t h e  Sheepeaters .  
M o s t i l i t i e s  ended w i t h  most of t h e  Ind i ans  dead and t h e  su rv ivo r s  s e n t  t o  
a r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  no r the rn  Idaho around Lapwai. I n  t h e  1880's a  sma l l  band 
jumped t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  and spent  one w in t e r  i n  L i t t l e  Buckhorn Basin.  
S ince  then  the  Nezperce v i s i t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  mainly dur ing  t h e  summer chinook 
salmon run t o  f i s h .  

-, I n  t h e  1860 ' s  o t h e r  minera l  d i s c o v e r i e s  were made e a s t  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  
around Thunder Mountain. I n  1896 t h e  Caswell b r o t h e r s  and A. 0 .  Huntley 
d i scovered  a r i c h  d e p o s i t  and a  r e a l  boom was on. The f i r s t  t r a v e l  was 
mainly from Grangevi l le  through Chamberlain Basin.  But soon a  f r e i g h t  
road was b u i l t ,  pass ing  j u s t  t o  t h e  sou th  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  through t h e  o l d  
town of Knox. It was dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  t h a t  a man named John Reeves 
s e t t l e d  on t h e  b a r  now known a s  t h e  Reed Ranch and began p l a c e r  mining. 
H e  cons t ruc ted  a cab in  and a  d i t c h  used f o r  mining purposes and i r r i g a t i o n .  
H i s  p l a c e r  workings and remains of a tunne l  through t h e  oxbow a r e  s t i l l  
v i s i b l e ,  though t h e  t unne l  washed ou t  i n  1974. Reeves abandoned t h e  b a r  
l ong  be fo re  t h e  Nat iona l  Fo re s t  was c r ea t ed .  

L a t e r ,  i n  1906, a t r a p p e r  named Pau l  F o r r e s t e r  e r e c t e d  another  cab in  on 
t h e  b a r  and used i t  a s  h i s  w i n t e r  headquar te rs  whi le  running a  t r a p l i n e  
on t h e  r i v e r .  H e  abandoned t h e  cab in  i n  1907. On another  p a r t  of t h e  
b a r  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  oxbow and l a r g e  f l a t  j u s t  under t h e  p re sen t  J a c k i e  Creek 
road a  man named William Caldwell s e t t l e d  i n  1905. CaLdwell b u i l t  a  
cab in ,  ba rn  and f ences  and began farming;  r a i s i n g  hay and o a t s .  He was 
murdered about  1908, supposedly by two i t i n e r a t e  t r a p p e r s ,  who sho t  him 
whi le  h e  was cooking b r e a k f a s t  over  h i s  cook s t o v e  one morning. I n  t h e  
process  of dying,  he c a r e l e s s l y  knocked over  h i s  s t o v e  and burned h i s  
cab in  down. Camp Creek was c a l l e d  Caldwell  Creek f o r  some t i m e  a f t e r  t h a t .  



THE ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL FOREST 

1905 Adminis t ra t ion  o f  Fo re s t  Reserves Transfer red  From I n t e r i o r  Department 
To Department o f  Agr icu l ture-Nat iona l  Fores t  Created 

1908 Idaho Nat iona l  Fo re s t  Organized 

The Government began c r e a t i n g  Fo re s t  Preserves  bx t h e  Act of 1891, p r imar i l y  
t o  r e s e r v e  t imber  lands  from t h e  p u b l i c  domain. 'Lands w i t h i n  t h e  r e se rves  
and l a te r  t h e  Nat iona l  F o r e s t  which were s u i t a b l e  f o r  farming were s t i l l  
open t o  homestead en t ry .  It i s  from t h e  homestead a p p l i c a t i o n s  made on t h e  
D i s t r i c t  between 1905 and 1922 t h a t  much of t h i s  h i s t o r y  has  been recorded.  

' 

The Nat iona l  F o r e s t  system a s  we know i t  began i n  1905. Most of t h e  Kras se l  
D i s t r i c t  was f i r s t  organized a s  p a r t  of t h e  Idaho Nat iona l  Fo re s t  i n  1908. 
The o r i g i n a l  P a y e t t e  F o r e s t  w i th  headquar te rs  i n  t h e  town of P a y e t t e  included 
what i s  now t h e  Boise Na t iona l  Fo re s t  i n  t h e  P a y e t t e  River  Drainage. When 
t h e  Idaho Na t iona l  F o r e s t  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  e f f o r t s  were made t o  b u i l d  smal l  
r ange r  s t a t i o n s  throughout t h e  a r e a .  These s t a t i o n s  were connected by t r a i l s  
maintained by t h e  ranger  and o t h e r  f o r e s t  personnel .  Many a r e a s  now i n  t h e  
F o r e s t  were unreserved a t  f i r s t .  Once people  i n  t h e  unreserved a r e a s ,  such 
a s  Thunder Mountain, saw t h a t  t h e  Government would b u i l d  and main ta in  t r a i l s  
and te lephone l i n e s  where be fo re  work had been done through poorly organized 
groups of u se r s ,  they  p e t i t i o n e d  Congress t o  make a d d i t i o n s .  

-.. The map on t h e  fo l lowing  page shows t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  o l d  Ranger S t a t i o n s  
a s  they e x i s t e d  around 1915. These s t a t i o n s  were o f t e n  l i t t l e  more than  
one room cab ins  used a s  base  camps by t h e  e a r l y  rangers .  They were b u i l t  
of l ogs  and had wood s h i n g l e  r o o f s  a l l  fashioned from n a t i v e  m a t e r i a l s ,  
Most were l a t e r  abandoned, bu t  a few l i k e  t h e  one a t  Poverty P l a t  were 
improved and la ter  became guard s t a t i o n s .  

The p re sen t  day Kras se l  D i s t r i c t  has  had many boundary changes over  t h e  
y e a r s .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  sou th  end was p a r t  of t h e  Paddy F l a t  D i s t r i c t  and 
t h e  Lake Fork D i s t r i c t  inc luded  every th ing  on t h e  n o r t h  end. There was 
a l s o  a Yellowpine D i s t r i c t  t h a t  extended up t h e  Eas t  Fork. Although many 
lesser b u i l d i n g s  were c a l l e d  Ranger S t a t i o n s  a l s o ,  t h e s e  were t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
headqua r t e r s  and were t h e  c e n t e r s  f o r  n e a r l y  y e a r  round a c t i v i t y .  





ADMINISTRATION OF THE NEW FOREST 

1908 Ea r ly  Rangers Withdraw Adminis t ra t ive  S i t e s  from Pub l i c  Entry 

One of t h e  f i r s t  Rangers was James D. McCall. McCall surveyed an adminis- 
t r a t i v e  use s i t e  on Hitchelwood Creek, as Oompaul Creek used t o  be c a l l e d ,  
and recommended purchasing i t  and withdrawing i t  from minera l  en t ry .  A 
r ange r  s t a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  It is i n t e r e s t i f i g  t o  n o t e  h i s  glowing 
r e p o r t  of  t he  f e r t i l e  ground and h i s  e s t ima t ion  of hay and g r a i n  t h a t  could 
b e  grown the re .  One of h i s  o t h e r  d u t i e s  was t o  examine o t h e r  " f e r t i l e "  
a r e a s  on h i s . d i s t r i c t  whenever someone dec la red  e n t r y  under t h e  homestead- 
ing  a c t .  One  homestead had Already been e s t a b l i s h e d  dur ing  t h e  Warren 
mining boom downriver a t  t h e  mouth of Sheep Creek by Sim Willey. The 
Wil ley Ranch, as i t  w a s  c a l l ed ,when  t h e  f o r e s t  was organized,  was l a t e r  
bought by Clarence A. R e b i l l e t  i n  t h e  30 's  and i s  now r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
R e b i l l e t  Ranch. 

~ l c ~ a l l ' s  successor ,  William F. Gaekle, examined what i s  now known a s  t h e  
Zena Creek Wilderness Camp f o r  an  e a r l y  homesteader, Clyde Parks.  This  
a t t empt  a t  homesteading t h e  f l a t  a t  t h e  mouth.of Zena Creek was succes s fu l  
and parks  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Parks Ranch. The ranch was purchased i n  t h e  
l a t e  1940's by Brown T i e  and Lumber and made i n t o  a logging camp. 

- On t h e  south  end of t h e  D i s t r i c t ,  a ranger  s t a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  
Poverty F l a t  soon a f t e r  t h e  f o r e s t  was organized.  This  f l a t  supposedly 
was named a f t e r  an e a r l y  a t tempt  a t  homesteading r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  family 
s t a r v i n g  ou t .  There were two main r o u t e s  i n t o  the upper end of t h e  South 
Fork. The b e s t  was from t h e  town of Cascade e a s t  through t h e  o ld  towns 
of Crawford and Knox. From Knox t r a v e l e r s  could come down the  r i v e r  on to  
t h e  D i s t r i c t .  The second r o u t e  s t a r t e d  a t  Roseberry and r a n  e a s t  through 
Paddy F l a t  where t h e  main Ranger S t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  was l oca t ed .  
Roseberry has  long s i n c e  dwindled i n  s i z e  because of t h e  r a i l r o a d  bypass- 

i n g  i t  i n  1914. The towns i te  i s  now marked only  by an o l d  h o t e l  one m i l e  
east of Donnelly, Idaho. From t h e  Paddy F l a t  Ranger S t a t i o n  i t  went up 
Kennally Creek and s p l i t  w i th  one t r a i l  coming down Blackmare t o  Poverty 
F l a t  and t h e  o t h e r  coming down Cougar Creek t o  Reeves Bar. A l a t e r  t r a i l  
up Buclchorn Creek a l s o  connected Long Val ley and t h e  ba r .  This  b a r ,  now 
known a s  t h e  Reed Ranch, has  a t t r a c t e d  a c o l o r f u l  v a r i e t y  of homesteaders 
and miners.  The most prominent t o  fo l low John Reeves and Paul  F o r r e s t e r  

.was William Reed, an ex-Texas Ranger. William Reed, o r  Deadshot a s  he was 
c a l l e d ,  was reputed t o  be  very  good wi th  a gun. One s t o r y  has  i t  t h a t  he 
brought  h i s  family t o  t h e  remote South Fork t o  homestead where they would 
be s a f e  from enemies made during h i s  c a r e e r  a s  a law o f f i c e r .  Deadshot 
took o u t  h i s  f i r s t  homestead e n t r y  i n  1914 on t h e  south  end of t he  bar .  
Following Caldwell ' s  dea th ,  a man named Tucker had made e n t r y  on the  no r th  
end of  t h e  bar .  Tucker apparen t ly  abandoned h i s  a t tempt  a t  homesteading 
due t o  B r i g h t ' s  d i s e a s e  and a man named George Krasse l  s e t t l e d  on t h e  o l d  
Caldwell  p lace .  K r a s s e l  had done a l i t t l e  p l a c e r  mining up and down 

,, t h e  r i v e r ,  and sometimes worked f o r  t h e  Fores t  



Serv ice  b u i l d i n g  trails. H e  e r e c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  cab in  on ~ u t c h m a n ' s  Bar 
ac ros s  Ind i an  Creek from t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t i o n ;  and Kras se l  Creek and 
Kras se l  Knob were named a f t e r  him. About 1918, Kras se l  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  
r i v e r  w i t h  h i s  w i n t e r  s u p p l i e s  i n  t h e  f a l l  and discovered Reed's c a t t l e  
had g o t t e n  o u t  and were g raz ing  h i s  hay. Enraged, Kras se l  decided t o  
pay Deadshot a v i s i t  w i th  h i s  r i f l e .  S ince  t h e r e  were no o t h e r  w i tnes se s  
t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  we have on ly  Deadshot 's  v e r s i o n  of t h e  s t o r y ,  which i s  
t h a t  Krassel rode  up t o  t h e  Reed Ranch house, concea l ing  h i s  r i f l e  
behind t h e  w i t h e r s  of h i s  horse .  Deadshot was .out i n  t h e  f i e l d  c u t t i n g  
hay and when M r s .  Reed noted  t h a t  Kras se l  had a r i f l e ,  she  wrapped 
Deadshot 's  p i s t o l  i n  a d i sh towel .  She then  summoned h e r  daughter  and 
s e n t  h e r  and t h e  p i s t o l  t o  Deadshot. Kras se l  approached Reed on horse- 
back and they had un f r i end ly  words. Kras se l  s t a r t e d  t o  swing h i s  r i f l e  
o u t  i n  t h e  open when Reed opened f i r e ,  k i l l i n g  Krasse l .  An inques t  was 
h e l d  and t h e  v e r d i c t  was se l f -defense .  K r a s s e l ' s  g rave  l ies nea r  t h e  1 / 4  
c o r n e r  below t h e  f i r s t  bend i n  t h e  road a s  one l eaves  t h e  a i r f i e l d  going 
n o r t h .  - 
With Kras se l  gone, Deadshot Reed f i l e d  on t h e  Caldwell  homestead and was 
g ran t ed  a p a t e n t .  Walter  Estep w a s  t h e  Paddy F l a t  Ranger and p l a t t e d  
t h e  land.  Deadshot proceeded t o  farm t h e  b a r  and supported h i s  w i f e  and 
r a i s e d  14 c h i l d r e n ,  two of whom d ied  be fo re  they  reached adulthood. H e  
s o l d  h i s  ho ld ings  t o  Carl and Warren Brown of ~ r o w n ' s  T i e  and Lumber Co. 
i n  1929 b u t  t h e  a r e a  i s  s t i l l  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  Reed Ranch today. 

L 
Downstream from t h e  Reed Ranch, Ranger Estep had o t h e r  homestead e n t r i e s  
t o  i n s p e c t .  The Buckhorn Bar a r e a  was f i l e d  on, bu t  due t o  l a c k  of water  
and the  t imber  va lues  p r e s e n t ,  Superv isor  Lyle  Watts recommended a g a i n s t  
the a c t i o n .  The ba r  was l a t e r  f i l e d  on a s  a mining c la im and a cab in  
b u i l t  by a man named Arbuckle. The claim was proved i n v a l i d  and t h e  
cab in  burned i n  1954. The foundat ion can s t i l l  be  found on t h e  n o r t h  
end of t h e  f l a t .  

In 1919 a man named V. 0. White occupied t h e  Dutchman b a r  a r e a ,  l i v e d  i n  
K r a s s e l ' s  house,and e s t a b l i s h e d  minera l  c la ims .  U t i l i z i n g  e a r l i e r  i r r i g a t i o n  
d i t c h e s ,  White farmed and p l a c e r  mined t h e  b a r .  H e  supplemented t h i s  
income by working f o r  t h e  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  dur ing  t h e  summer. H e  and h i s  
w i f e  l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1960's .  A f t e r  an a t tempt  by White 's  son 
t o  wash away t h e  K r a s s e l  Adminis t ra t ive  S i t e ,  and s e v e r a l  shoot ing  
i n c i d e n t s ,  t h e  White c l a im  was dec l a r ed  i n v a l i d  because of low minera l  
v a l u e s  and V.O.  White moved t o  McCall. Dutchman's Bar i s  now r e f e r r e d  
t o  as White's Bar on some F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  maps. The d i t c h e s ,  cab in  s i t e  
and washes a r e  e a s i l y  v i s i b l e  today. 

I n  1914 a man named Arthur  Hamilton e s t a b l i s h e d  a res idence  on IIamilton 
Bar below t h e  mouth of t h e  Secesh. ~ a m i l t o n ' s  b e s t  access  t o  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
was by t h e  T a i l h o l t  T r a i l  t o  Warren o r  t h e  Lick Creek T r a i l  t o  McCall. H e  



and h i s  fami ly  b u i l t  several cab ins ,  r a i s e d  a b i g  garden and some hay and 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  orchard .  The fami ly  abandoned t h e i r  e f f o r t s  be fo re  t h e i r  
homestead e n t r y  became pa t en t ed  a f t e r  Hamilton d i ed  i n  1923. The r u i n s  
of t h e  cab ins  and t h e  orchard s t i l l  remain today and ~ a m i l t o n ' s ,  grave l i e s  
underneath t h e  l a r g e  l i l a c  bush by t h e  r u i n s  of t h e  o l d  po t a toe  c e l l a r .  

During t h e  same t i m e  a s u c c e s s f u l  homestead e n t r y  was made on t h e  f l a t  
now known a s  t h e  Holcomb Ranch. Hay and p a s t u r . e T e r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c rops .  

- L a t e r  i n  t h e  40 ' s  t h e  t imbered h a l f  of t h e  ranch was logged. 
, 

On t h e  Secesh, a f a t h e r  and son team took up some mining claims i n  1933 
and b u i l t  a l a r g e  cab in  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  They t rapped and farmed a 
l i t t l e  b u t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s u r v i v a l  took up s o  much time they  d i d n ' t  g e t  
a chance t o  do much mining. The son became a l o c a l  legend known a s  
S l i ck rock  Brown. The p l a c e  was abandoned- a f t e r  a few yea r s  and only t h e  
cab in  i s  v i s i b l e  today. It  can be  s een  i n  a c l e a r i n g  j u s t  a c ros s  t h e  
r i v e r  from t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  McCall-St ibni te  road and t h e  Zena 
Creek road. 

Also during t h e  1930 ' s  a man named B i l l  Dar l ing  s e t t l e d  on some e a r l i e r  
c la ims  on B e l l s  Bar j u s t  u p r i v e r  from t h e  Reed Ranch. H e  l i v e d  t h e r e  
u n t i l  pass ing  away i n  1970 and i s  now bur ied  on t h e  h i l l  j u s t  above t h e  
road .  The bu i ld ings  and grave  a r e  s t i l l  maintained by Pa t  Reed. - 
The succes s  o r  f a i l u r e  of t h e s e  e a r l y  homesteading a t tempts  seemed t o  
depend on t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of t h e  entryman and t h e  nearness  of markets.  

1 I f  a nearby  mining camp provided a market ,  t h e  homesteader had a p l ace  
t o  s e l l  garden produce and l i v e s t o c k .  The Reed Ranch had t h e  town of 
Knox, t h e  Bolcomb Ranch had Yellowpine and l a t e r  S t i b n i t e  and t h e  Willey 
Ranch had Warren f o r  nearby markets .  Another f a c t o r  t h a t  undoubtedly 
i n f luenced  t h e  f a i l u r e  of some homesteads was t h e  sandy n a t u r e  of t h e  
s o i l .  S ince  f e r t i l i z e r  was unknown, t h e  sandy s o i l s  became poorer  and 
poorer  a s  t h e  y e a r s  r o l l e d  by and t h e  minera l s  were leached away. Some 
of t h e  areas shown a s  gardens on t h e  o ld  maps b a r e l y  suppor t  annual  weeds 
today. 



- .  
'L SHEEP, HERDING , 

1910 F i r s t  O f f i c i a l  Sheep Permit &anted On The District 
1931 Range Allotment  Analysis  Shows Range Use Beyond Carrying Capaci ty  

' 

The f i r s t  g r az ing  permit  on t h e  d i s t r i c t  w a s  i n  1910. Up u n t i l  t h e  1920's  
g r az ing  was p r e t t y  much on a sma l l  s c a l e  such a s  Deadshot ~ e e d ' s  100 sheep 

- a l l o t m e n t  i n  Nasty Creek. With t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n t o  Long Val ley  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
sh ipp ing  and w i t h  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of t h e  range i n  t h e  more a c c e s s i b l e  
a r e a s ,  t h e  sheepmen began t o  push i n t o  t h e  South Pork. Most were dr iven  
over  t h e  Van Wyck driveway on West Mountain, a c r o s s  Long Val ley ,  over t h e  
Buckhorn and Blackmare T r a i l s  and i n t o  t h e  South Fork. By 1920 t h e r e  were 
over  114,000 sheep on t h e  f o r e s t .  About 25,000 of t h e s e  grazed on what i s  
now t h e  K r a s s e l  D i s t r i c t .  Andrew L i t t l e ,  L. E. Wilson, and P. 3 .  Connolly 
were t h e  b i g g e s t  pe rmi t t ee s .  There were a l s o  some C&H ( c a t t l e  and ho r se )  
pe rmi t s  g iven  t o  homesteaders on t h e  d i s t r i c t  l i k e  Reed, Parks  and R e b i l l e t .  

It was t h e  job of Ranger Lee Kessler i n  t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e s  and l a t e r  W. He 
Boles  t o  t ryaand  main ta in  some s o r t  of c o n t r o l  over  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  F i r s t  
p r i o r i t y  was t o  set up a l l o tmen t s  of l and  f o r  each pe rmi t t ee  an1  thus  
e l i m i n a t e  common u s e  o f  t h e  same a r e a .  This  made c o n t r o l  of nuabers  
e a s i e r  and a s  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  became denuded, r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  could be  f i x e d  

' 
and t h e  pe rmi t t ee  encouraged t o  avoid cont inued use  u n t i l  t h e  a r e a  re- 
covered. Ea r ly  maps and w r i t t e n  d e s c r i p t i o n s  t e l l  of e ros ion  problems 
along t h e  sheep driveways i n  Buckhorn, Four M i l e ,  and Blackmare Creeks. 

--.Areas i n  upper.Buckhorn Creek and Cougar Creek were overgrazed and c losed  
to  sheep. The w i n t e r i n g  of c a t t l e  and ho r se s  on t h e  r i v e r  became common 
p r a c t i c e  among t h e  r e s i d e n t s  and c la im ho lde r s .  Buckhorn Bar was descr ibed 
as a "dustbowl" by ~ a n ~ e r  Jhnny  wick. The g r e a t  depress ion  and low prof i t s  
brought vo lun ta ry  r educ t ions  . t o  many herds .  Then t h e  h igher  c o s t  of l a b o r  
du r ing  t h e  1940's  and poorer  g raz ing  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  on t h e  d i s t r i c t  made 
f u r t h e r  r educ t ions  p o s s i b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  through t h e  e f f o r t s  of Ranger 
Johnny Wick dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  40 ' s  and Yale Mi t che l l  a f te rwards .  From t h e  
1930 ' s  on, range a l l o tmen t  a n a l y s i s  had shown low ca r ry ing  c a p a c i t i e s  and 
poor  range cond i t i ons .  I n  1953, Ranger F in l ay  McNaughton summarized t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Fo re s t  Supervisor :  

"THE PROBLEM: B a s i c a l l y ,  our  problem is  secu r ing  management i n  t h e  pub l i c  
i n t e r e s t  on extremely s t e e p  s l o p e s  and on t h e  immature, e a s i l y  d i s tu rbed  
g r a n i t i c  s o i l  type .  The w e s t  s l o p e s  of t h e  South Fork of t h e  Salmon River 
from North Buckhorn Creek sou th  t o  and inc lud ing  Blackmare Creek have been 
grazed w i t h  sheep s i n c e  about  1910. Permi t ted  use on t h i s  range has been 
p e r i o d i c a l l y  reduced from about  5700 head and 11,400 animal months t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t  o b l i g a t i o n  of 1988 head f o r  6627 animal months. Approximately 84% 
of t h e  61,250 a c r e s  i n  t h i s  range i s  made up of i n a c c e s s i b l e ,  unusable and 
used-but should-not-be-used range. O f  t h e  remaining 16%, a l l  of i t  i s  i n  
t h e  c o n d i t i o n a l  u se  c l a s s  and gene ra l l y  poor condi t ion .  Th i s  16% of 



c o n d i t i o n a l  u s e  range i c ;  made up of sma l l  meadow s t r i n g e r s  and r e l a t e d  
a r e a s ,  s e v e r e l y  used it, t h e  p a s t  and extremely l i m i t e d  a s  t o  a c c e s s i b i l i t y .  
The f o r a g e  t h a t  is  produced on t h e s e  r e s t r i c t e d  a r e a s  i s  ha rves t ab l e  on ly  
a t  t h e  p r i c e  of extreme s o i l  d i s tu rbance  on a l l  ad jo in ing  s lopes .  It is  
g e n e r a l l y  recognized w i t h i n  t h e  Se rv i ce  t h a t  we do n o t  have fo rage  t o  s e l l  
on t h i s  range and t h a t  g r az ing  should be  el iminated."  

By t h e , l a t e  1950's  t h e  g raz ing  p r e s s u r e  had beenys ign i f i can t ly  reduced and 
by t h e  1970 ' s  on ly  one a l l o tmen t  remained on t h e  District i n  Lick Creek. 
A map showing a l l o tmen t  boundaries  about 1930 i s  on t h e  fo l lowing  page. 





1934 Road Cons t ruc t ion  Down t h e  South Fork Begun by Three C ' s  
1944 Idaho and Weiser Nat iona l  Fo re s t  Combined t o  Form 

P a y e t t e  Nat iona l  Fo re s t  
1960 D i s t r i c t  Boundaries Reorganized t o  P re sen t  Day Conf igura t ion  

E a r l y  day improvements on t h e  d i s t r i c t  were aimea a t  improving t ranspor-  
t a t i o n .  The f f r s t  rangers  and guards spen t  much of t h e i r  time working 
on t r a i l s .  A cons t an t  problem was r i v e r  c ros s ing ,  which proved very  
hazardous du r ing  h igh  water .  Log b r idges  were cons t ruc ted  ac ros s  t h e  
s m a l l  and medium s i z e d  s t reams.  One of t h e  f i r s t  major e f f o r t s . w a s  a 
l o g  pack b r idge  c a l l e d  t h e  Red Bridge,  b u i l t  i n  1909. This  became a 
prominent landmark of t h e  e a r l y  days and c rossed  t h e  Secesh a t  t he  
p r e s e n t  s i t e  of Ponderosa Campground. Tlie b r idge  was r e b u l t  s e v e r a l  
t i m e s  and du r ing  t h e  30 ' s  a conc re t e  p i e r  was cons t ruc ted  a t  midspan 
on  a l a r g e  boulder .  The b r idge  was washed o u t  i n  1948 and was never  
r e b u i l t ,  b u t  t h e  p i e r  and one abutment were s t i l l  v i s i b l e  i n  1974. 
Another major span was completed a c r o s s  t h e  South Fork a t  Poverty F l a t .  
This  b r idge  made i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  sheep ac ros s  t h e  r i v e r  e a r l i e r  and 
was an important  l i n k  i n  t h e  Thunder Nountain sheep driveway which 
c rossed  t h e  d i s t r i c t  through t h e  Blackmare and Four Mile dra inages .  The 
o r i g i n a l  b r i d g e  w a s  r ep l aced  i n  t h e  1940's  by a steel s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  s t i l l  
s t a n d s  today. 

Phone l i n e s  were an important  improvement i n  communications. Ear ly  
- a t tempts  a t  speeding f i r e  messages by us ing  c a r r i e r  pigeons between Big 

Creek and McCall were on ly  p a r t i a l l y  succes s fu l .  Ranger Walter Estep 
s a i d  i n  a 1922 r e p o r t   he experiment would have .been more succes s fu l  
i f  t he  f o r e s t  d i s p a t c h e r  had been p re sen t  t o  r e c e i v e  t he  b i r d s  I n  PlcCall." 
I n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  s e r v i c e s  rendered,  t h e  c a r r i e r  pigeons were ea t en  by 
Fo re s t  personnel .  By 1925 a phone l i n e  was completed t o  Big Creek, and 
i n  1927, a phone l i n e  had been run t o  t h e  Reed Ranch. Rangers of t h e  e a r l y  
30 ' s  l i k e  J. W. ( B i l l )  West no doubt found t h i s  t o  b e  a g r e a t  improvement 
ove r  horseback and messenger. Through t h e  40 ' s  and 50 ' s  t h e s e  phone 
l i n e s  were maintained by Fo re s t  Se rv i ce  personnel .  'The b igges t  e f f o r t  
became a smokejumper p r o j e c t  t o  pu t  t h e  l i n e  over  Lick Creek back i n  
every  s p r i n g  a f t e r  avalanches had knocked i t  down. Although s u b j e c t  
t o  s torm damage and grounding by wet l imbs ,  t h e  l i n e s  provided f a i r l y  
r e l i a b l e  communications. Warren Brown is  s a i d  t o  have t a lked  t o  someone 
i n  Mew York C i ty  from Chaniberlain Basin over  t h e  o l d  crank phone. The 
l i n e s  have now been l a r g e l y  rep laced  by r a d i o s  and t h e  w i r e  r o l l e d  up 
over  most s t r e t c h e s ,  b u t  many t r e e s  a long t h e  r o u t e s  e x h i b i t  a s t r a n r e  
growth, which upon c l o s e r  examination w i l l  prove t o  be  an  i n s u l a t o r .  

' With t h e  formation of  t h e  C i v i l i a n  Conservation Corps (cCC'S) t h e  D i s t r i c t  
rece ived  many f i r s t  c l a s s  improvements. The corps began cons t ruc t ing  a road 
from Knox no r th  down t h e  South Fork i n  1934 whi le  F. E. (Gene) Powers 



was r:il,!:er. They ; 4 e d  t h e  mouth of t h e  Eas t  Fork of  t h e  South Fork 
i n  l A road-was l s o  completed from McCall t o  Lake Fork dur ing  t h e  -- 30's.  By 1940 t h e  row; had been extended ac ros s  t h e  South Fork and 
Secesh t o  t h e  C C C ' s  s p i v  camp a t  Oompaul. The road over  Lick Creek was 
completed i n  1944. 

Besides roads ,  t h e  corp h r l i l t  camps, campgrounds, lookouts ,  pack b r idges  
and t h e  Kras se l  Ranger St;ct i on .  The i r  main camp was l oca t ed  on Camp . 
Creek n e x t  t o  t h e  Reed Ral~ch. From he re  they b u i l t  t h e  p re sen t  day 
r ange r  s t a t i o n  completed i n  1939, t h e  Krasse l  Knob b r idge  completed i n  

, 1941, t h e  a i r s t r i p  a t  Kras se l  ' f i n i shed  i n  1938, +nd cons t ruc t ed  our  
p r e s e n t  day lookouts  a t  S p l i t  Creek Po in t  and Williams Peak. Other look- 
o u t s  were cons t ruc t ed  o r  improved on Blackmare Peak, Parks  Peak, T a i l h o l t ,  
Kras se l  Knob, Teapot Mountain and Eagle Rock. The CCC'S were disbanded 
i n  1942 a s  t h e  count ry  went t o  war, bu t  t h e i r  camp remained t o  provide 
ba r r acks  f o r  both F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  personnel  and logge r s  when the  logging 
e r a  began f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r .  The bu i ld ings  a t  Camp Creek were removed 
du r ing  t h e  mid 50 ' s  a f t e r  t h e  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  p r o j e c t  camp moved t o  Secesh 
and Brown's l ogge r s  had moved t o  t h e  Parks Ranch. Only t h e  conc re t e  
foundat ions  remain today. 

It was dur ing  t h e  20 ' s  and 30 ' s  t h a t  e f f o r t s  were made t o  imprcve t h e  
w i l d l i f e  popula t ions  i n  t h e  Salmon River country.  Gr izz ly  bear and wolves 
had completely been exterminated and weren ' t  r e a l l y  missed, bu t  beaver  and 
f i s h e r  were t rapped elsewhere and turned  l o o s e  on t h e  South   or' t o  re- 
e s t a b l i s h  t rapped o u t  popula t ions .  The d i s t r i c t  boasted e x c e l l e n t  dee r  
herds  a s  w e l l  a s  some e l k ,  and many people  journeyed from t h e  Council and 

-- lower country a r e a s  t o  hunt .  Besides n a t u r a l  p r eda to r s ,  t h e  dee r  competed 
w i t h  homesteader 's  s t ock  f o r  w in t e r  range. It was gene ra l l y  assumed t h a t  
any r educ t ion  i n  p reda to r  popula t ion  would r e s u l t  i n  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
dee r  popula t ion .  One wealthy sportsman gave y e a r l y  p r i z e s  t o  t h e  t r appe r  
who could come up wi th  t h e  most cougar s c a l p s ,  The p r i z e  was u sua l ly  taken 
by Pa t  Reed, one of Deadshot ~ e e d ' s  sons.  About 1938, t he  F i sh  and Wild- 
l i f e  Se rv i ce  in t roduced  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  p r eda to r  c o n t r o l  1080 t o  t h e  South 
Fork. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  recorded l a r g e  deer  d i e  
o f f s  due t o  s t a r v a t i o n  were i n  1941. Cycl ic  d i e  o f f s  occurred from then 
on. I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1959, Ranger A 1  Dahlgreen looked a t  s t a r v i n g  deer  
from a 1080 s t a t i o n  i n  Fitzum Creek and decided maybe we had overdone t h e  
p r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l ,  s o  h e  banned 1080 from t h e  D i s t r i c t .  To s tudy  win t e r  
range  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a  browse u t i l i z a t i o n  t r a n s e c t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on S i x  Mile 
r i d g e  i n  1942 by Ranger John Wick. I n  1958 game exc losures  on Buckhorn Bar 
and Deadman Bar were b u i l t  t o  show t h e  e f f e c t s  of game browsing on p l a n t s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  b i t t e r b r u s h  and trees. Today t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  on Buckhorn Bar a r e  
very obvious w i th  t h e  a r e a  excluded from win t e r  browsing having a  completely 
d i f f e r e n t  ground cover dominated by sma l l  t r e e s  and k innik innick .  I n  h i s  
now famous s t u d i e s  on t h e  mountain l i .on i n  Big Creek Maurice G.  Bornocker, 
u n i t  l e a d e r  of  t h e  Idaho Cooperat ive W i l d l i f e  Research Uni t ,  UniversiLy of 
Idaho, concluded t h a t  w i n t e r  range,  no t  p r eda to r s ,  l i m i t e d  I 



e l k  and r ' l ~ r  p opu la t i ons  i n  t h e  a r e a .  By 1972 mountain l i o n s  had been 
removed f w q ; ;  t he  bounty l i s t  and p r o t e c t e d  a s  a  b i g  game animal and 1080 
and coyote  "gc?  t t e r s "  were banned from Fede ra l  l ands .  

As t h e  d i s t r i c t  go t  i n t o  t h e  t imber bus ines s  i n  t h e  l a t e  40 ' s  and 50's  
i n t e r e s t  d e v e l y e d  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a seed product ion a r e a  s o  t h a t  
ponderosa p ine  seed could be  ga thered  and used t o  propagate  s e e d l i n g s  

- ,  t h a t  were w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  Krassel a r ea .  Camp Treek  was chosen f o r  
t h e  s i t e  and t h e  seed  product ion  a r e a  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1958. 

I n  1960 a ponderosa p i n e  l o g  grading p l o t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  along t h e  
t r a i l  t o  Kras se l  Knob. This  a r e a  has  been used eve r  s i n c e  t o  teach  
t imber markers how t o  grade  ponderosa p ine .  



HEADQUARTERS SINCE WORLD WAR I1 

1961 Work Begins On The Kras se l  S i t e  P l an  
1975 Work Continues on the  Kras se l  S i t e  P l an  

With t h e  disbanding of t h e  C C C ' s  i n  1942, improvements were slowed on 
t h e  d i s t r i c t .  When l a r g e  s c a l e  logging s t a r t e d  on t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  1947, 
housing was needed f o r  t h e  l a r g e  Fo re s t  Serv ice  brush crews t h a t  followed 
the l o g g e r s  lopping and p i l i n g  s l a s h .  The ~ ~ ~ ' . s : c a m p  was used and i n  1954 
two p o r t a b l e  meta l  b u i l d i n g s  were e r ec t ed  a t  Camp Creek..  I n  1948, t h e  
lookouts  a t  Teapot Mountain and Krasse l  Knob were moved t o  Miners Peak 
t o  g i v e  a  b e t t e r  view of t h e  logging a r ea s .  When logging  and p r o j e c t  work 
s h i f t e d  t o  t he  n o r t h  end of  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  meta l  bunkhouses were moved 
t o  a new p r o j e c t  camp a t  Secesh. A p o r t a b l e  wooden b u i l d i n g  known a s  t h e  
Timber Managerment (T.M.) shack was a l s o  moved t o  Secesh and s e v e r a l  war 
s u r p l u s  t r a i l e r s  provided fami ly  housing f o r  crew foreman. About t h i s  same 
t i m e  t h e  dwell ing from Lake Fork was moved t o  Kras se l  and a t t ached  t o  t h e  
o l d  Poverty.  F l a t  Ranger S t a t i o n ,  moved e a r l i e r  t o  make t h e  p re sen t  F i r e  
Con t ro l  O f f i c e r ' s  house. The p re sen t  o f f i c e  was formerly t h e  warehouse 
and garage a t  Poverty F l a t  and was moved t o  Kras se l  i n  1954. ::n 1960 . 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  boundaries  were reorganized wi th  i n c l u s i o n s  on t h e  no r th  
end t o  form p re sen t  day boundaries .  The Secesh camp was f i r s t  c l a s s  w i th  
an underground water  and sewer system, a  genera tor  house and g rease  r ack  
f o r  v e h i c l e  maintenance. Crew f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Krasse l  cons i s t ed  mainly of 
t e n t s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  summer occupancy. Ranger Howbert (Hobby) Bennet t r i e d  
t o  g e t  an o f f i c i a l  s i t e  p l an  from t h e  Fo re s t  i n  1961, s o  improvements could 
l e g a l l y  b e  made a t  t h e  Ranger S t a t i o n .  H e  was unsuccess fu l ,  bu t  t h e  i s s u e  
was pressed  aga in  by h i s  successor ,  Ed Heikkenen. Heikkenen was a l s o  
unsucces s fu l ,  bu t  d id  manage t o  l eave  h i s  mark by cons t ruc t ing  t h e  barn  
which i s  reputed  t o  be t h e  b e s t  bu i ld ing  on t h e  d i s t r i c t .  This  b u i l d i n g  
was completed i n  1970. Af t e r  logging ceased i n  1966, t h e  Secesh camp 
was abandoned except  f o r  t h e  T.M. shack. The meta l  bar racks  were moved 
o f f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  Thorn Creek where they now house t h e  Fo re s t  Hotshot 
Crew. The t r a i l e r s  f e l l  i n t o  such a  s t a t e  of d i s r e p a i r  t h a t  they were 
b u r i e d  i n  1974 and t h e  frames salvaged.  The T.M. shack was used a s  a 
guard s t a t i o n  through 1973. I n  January 1974 a  l a r g e  i c e  flow i n  t h e  
Secesh River des t royed  i t .  

E f f o r t s  t o  ob t a in  a s i t e  p l a n  and improve cond i t i ons  a t  Kras se l  were con- 
t i nued  by Heikkenen's successor  Ned Pence. I n  1972 an Environmental S t a t e -  
ment was approved by t h e  F o r e s t  Supervisor  s t a t i n g  t h a t  improvements should 
be  made, bu t  by January 1975 t h e r e  was s t i l l  no s i t e  plan.  Ranger Pence 
d id  proceed t o  develop a  camp next  t o  t h e  a i r f i e l d  and i n  1974 a  water  system, 
wash house and T.M. t r a i l e r  s h e l t e r  were ccns t ruc t ed .  The p o s s i b l e  resumption 
of timber s a l e  a c t i v i t i e s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  work crews from llarch through November. 
E f f o r t s  t o  g e t  b e t t e r  housing had go t t en  t o  be  q u i t e  f r u s t r a t i n g .  Pence 's  
F o r e s t e r ,  Tom Ortman, f i n a l l y  commented  h he s u p e r v i s o r ' s  O f f i c e  has  made us  
many promises bu t  kep t  on ly  one. They s a i d  we could no t  b u i l d  a camp without  
a n  approved s i t e  p l a n -  and no camp has been b u i l t . "  



CATASTROPHES 

1919 53,000 Acres Burned Eas t  Fork and Fitsum Creek 
1934 15,000 Acres Eurned Sheep Creek 

1949 13,500 Acres Burned C i r c l e  End Creek 
1964 December Storm Causes 400 Landsl ides  on D i s t r i c t  
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The f o r e s t  i s  a  dynamic p l a c e ,  c o n s t a n t l y  undergoing changes. Some a r e  
s u b t l e ,  l i k e  t h e  g radua l  i n c r e a s e  i n  v e g e t a t i v e  cover occu r r ing  s i n c e  
f i r e  c o n t r o l ;  wh i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  more v i o l e n t  and obvious,  such as t h e  
l a r g e  f i r e s  and f l oods  t h a t  have always been a p a r t  of t h e  a r ea .  With 
t h e  formation of f o r e s t ,  man began k e e p i n g - w r i t t e n  r eco rds  of t he se  
even t s .  

The Kras se l  D i s t r i c t  is  i n  t h a t  sma l l  c o r r i d o r  a c r o s s  Idaho c a l l e d  "The 
bowling a l l e y  of  t h e  world" because of t h e  frequency of  l i g h t n i n g  s t r i k e s .  
Dry l i g h t n i n g  s torms a r e  more f r equen t  he re  than anywhere else i n  t h e  
world. L/ The l i g h t n i n g  and r e s u l t i n g  n a t u r a l  f i r e s  a r e  considered t o  be 
t h e  primary reason f o r  t h e  h igh  percentage  of f f r e  r e s i s t a n t  s p e c i e s  such 
as ponderosa p ine  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  p l a n t s .  81 

With t h e  establ ishment .  of t h e  Nat iona l  Fo re s t ,  organized f i r e  f i g h t i n g  
and p reven t ion  began. Ear ly  e f f o r t s  cons i s t ed  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  smal l  1 

p la t fo rms  on prominent p o i n t s  t h a t  were manned a f t e r  a  storm. A few 
were improved dur ing  t h e  CCC e r a .  The lookout  became the  smokechaser 
i f  a  f i r e  was spo t t ed .  Some of t h e s e  p la t forms  o r  remnants of lookouts  
are s t i l l  v i s i b l e  on Parks Peak, Ind ian  Ridge, Hrasse l  Knob, T a i l h o l t  
Peak, Blackmare Peak, Teapot Mountain and Eagle Rock. Large f i r e s  were 
seldom c o r r a l l e d  by t h e  3-4 man crews f i g h t i n g  them and many burned u n t i l  
f a l l  r a i n s  and snow pu t  them o u t .  It  was dur ing  t h e  C i v i l i a n  Conservation 
Corps e r a  t h a t  f i r e  f i g h t i n g  crews became l a r g e r  and b e t t e r  organized.  
By t h e  end of WW 11, t h e  d i s t r i c t  had smokejumpers a v a i l a b l e ,  good cornmu- 
n i c a t i o n s ,  improved road t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and e s p e c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r s  which 
g r e a t l y  improved i n i t i a l  a t t a c k  success .  S t i l l ,  l a r g e  f i r e s  have continued 
t o  occur  and wi th  t h e  p re sen t  f u e l  bu i ldups  w i l l  most c e r t a i n l y  cont inue  t o  
b e  a  p a r t  of  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h i s t o r y .  Descr ip t ions  of t h e  wors t  f i r e s  a r e  
summarized below: 

1919 - Fitsum Creek - 18,000 a c r e s  and Eas t  Fork - 35,800 ac re s .  

These f i r e s  were snowed ou t  and have revege ta ted  through n a t u r a l  
p rocesses  t o  brush  and timber.  The l a r g e  s t a n d s  of young Douglas- 
f i r  and lodgepole  p ine  v i s i b l e  on t h e  south  bank of Eas t  Fork are 
t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  f i r e .  

1928 - H a l l  Creek - 1200 a c r e s .  



Sht.4 ; *  Creek - 15,000 ac re s .  

Th i s  7s a f a l l  f i r e  t h a t  burned ve ry  ho t .  Embers as b i g  as 
s a u c e r s  were r epo r t ed  as f a r  away a s  Big Creek when t h e  f i r e  
topped o u t  a t  t h e  head of Sheep Creek. Snow f i n a l l y  pu t  t h i s  
f i r e  out.. Today vege t a t i on  i s  s t i l l  s p a r s e  over  t h i s  a r ea .  

Caton Creek - 4,330 a c r e s .  

--3 

F r i t s  er Creek - 1,500 a c r e s .  

C i r c l e  End - 13,500 ac re s .  

Th i s  f i r e  s t a r t e d  when l i g h t n i n g  h i t  a snag. The f i r e  was 
conta ined  twice  b u t  r o l l e d  o u t  t h e  bottom each t i m e  and 
e v e n t u a l l y  jumped t h e  r i v e r .  

Poverty - 920 a c r e s .  

This  f i r e  was s t a r t e d  by a salmon fisherman. 395 a c r e s  were 
sa lvage  logged removing 5 .3  MMbf of t imber  us ing  cab l e  logging 
system. Then most of burned a r e a  was contour  t renched and t r e e s  
p lan ted .  S u r v i v a l  was e x c e l l e n t ,  

The d i s t r i c t  f i r e  average i s  19 f i r e s  p e r  yea r  w i th  50 being t h e  h igh  and 
'-- 1 being  t h e  low s i n c e  t h e  p re sen t  d i s t r i c t  boundaries  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

1960. 

* 
Floods I 

Flooding has  caused some ex t ens ive  damage t o  t h e  South Fork watershed and 
roads .  The h igh  water  combined wi th  numerous l a n d s l i d e s  t h a t  accompany 
c l i m a t i c  even t s  has  come under c l o s e r  obse rva t ion  s i n c e  WW I1 because of 
t h e  i nc reased  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  salmon h a b i t a t .  The most damaging s torms 
a r e  warm r a i n s  on wet snow. The e f f e c t s  of such a  s torm a r e  t o  scour  
many normally dry draws t o  bedrock p e r i o d i c a l l y .  The e f f e c t s  of t h i s  
e r o s i o n  is  compounded when combined wi th  a  l a n d s l i d e  of supe r sa tu ra t ed  
s o i l .  The a c t i v i t i e s  of man have sometimes compounded t h e  damage done 
by such s torms.  

Sometimes s torms cause l o c a l i z e d  damage because they cover only sma l l  
a r e a s  o r  because a  smal l  a r e a  has  been denuded and i s  more prone t o  
damage. One such s torm occur red  i n  1923 i n  t h e  head of Ind i an  Creek, 
which had been burned o f f  4 y e a r s  ' e a r l i e r  dur ing  t h e  Eas t  Fork f i r e .  
V. 0. White r epo r t ed  t h a t  the.  c reek  was completely s l u i c e d  o u t  and t h a t  
a p i l e  of l o g s  and d e b r i s  30 f e e t  high s tacked  up on t h e  f l a t  where t h e  

I F i r e  Cont ro l  O f f i c e r ' s  house i s  loca t ed .  



I 

The f i r s t  documented widespread s torm damage was i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1948 
when a major system h i t  t h e  e n t i r e  Columbia Basin and caused ex t ens ive  
damage. The newly cons t ruc t ed  McCall-Stibnite road was washed ou t  i n  
many p l a c e s  from t h e  mouth of  t h e  Secesh west when many d ry  draws were 
scoured t o  bedrock. 

I n  December 1954, a warm r a i n  on an a l r eady  s a t u r a t e d  snowpack caused 
damage t o  t h e  road.  The work crew had t o  h i k e  fmm Camp Creek t o  Browns 
Camp a t  Zena Creek t o  g e t  o u t .  This  s torm r e s u l t e d  i n  many timber access  
road f a i l u r e s .  Timber h a r v e s t i n g  had begun i n  e a r n e s t  i n  1949 and nea r ly  
a l l  of t h e  new roads  s u s t a i n e d  damage. This  event  caused such concern 
t h a t  t h e  Zena Creek Logging Study was conceived t o  t r y  o u t  va r ious  road 
s t a b i l i z a t i o n  methods and t o  manage a r e a s  wi th  fewer roads by us ing  cab l e  
logging  systems. 

The n e x t  major f l ood ing  wa; i n  December 1964, when another  l a r g e  s torm 
system h i t  t h e  Columbia Basin. By t h i s  t i m e  a much g r e a t e r  l and  a r e a  had 
been roaded on t h e  d i s t r i c t  and t h i s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system rece ived  major 
damage. The contours  on t h e  Poverty burn f i l l e d  w i th  water  and f a i l e d ,  
s l u i c i n g  many draws t o  bedrock. Sand from t h i s  source  and logging up- 

- s t ream on t h e  Boise Na t iona l  F o r e s t  covered t h e  major salmon spawning beds 
on t h e  South Fork of t h e  Salmon River .  F i l l  f a i l u r e s  on the  logging roads 
along t h e  Secesh f a i l e d  and s l i d  from t h e  top  roads down wi th  a dominoe 

. - e f f e c t .  One eyewitness r e p o r t  claimed t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  Secesh River was 
blocked f o r  a s h o r t  t ime by a mudslide. Over 400 l a n d s l i d e s  occurred on 
the d i s t r i c t .  For awhi le ,  i t  was f ea red  t h a t  t h e  South Fork spawning 
beds were completely ruined and fol lowing another  s torm i n  A p r i l  of 1965 
a moratorium on logging  went i n t o  e f f e c t  on t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

I n  January  of 1974 ano the r  r a i n  on snow event  occurred on t h e  d i s t r i c t .  
By t h i s  t i m e  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  o l d  logging roads had been c lo sed ,  c u l v e r t s  
b a i l e d  and b r idges  p u l l e d  s o  damage was r e l a t i v e l y  l i g h t .  The Buckhorn 
and Zena Creek roads  were s t i l l  open and sus t a ined  major damage. The 
s torm a l s o  caused heavy i c e  flows t h a t  destroyed t h e  T.M. shack a t  Secesh, 
damaged t h e  guard r a i l  on t h e  nearby b r idge ,  and took o u t  t h e  sp i l lway  on 
t h e  pond i n  back of t h e  Zena Creek Wilderness Camp. High water  i n  June 
of 1974 due t o  a record  snowpack and high temperatures  caused only  t h e  
main r i v e r s  t o  f lood  and appa ren t ly  f lushed  much of  t h e  sediment from t h e  
r i v e r  system. s ear t h e  Reed Ranch t h e  South Fork washed o u t  a channel  i n  
t h e  oxbow where t h e r e  had been an  o l d  caved i n  miner ' s  tunne l .  

: 



THE TIMBER YEARS 

1941 John Wick S e l l s  The F i r s t  Major ~ i m b e r  Sa l e  On The D i s t r i c t  
1962 Zena Creek Logging Study Begins 

1965 Moratorium On Timber Sa l e s  On The Kras se l  District 

There have been t h r e e  t imber  surveys on t h e  D i s t r i c t ,  s i n c e  t h e  f o r e s t  
-was c r e a t e d .  The f i r s t  i n  1926 recorded t imber  p r e s e n t  and de l inea t ed  
types  and gave average volumes. The e a r l y  r eco rds  r e f e r  over  and over  
t o  v a s t  q u a n t i t i e s  of t imber  succumbing t o  i n s e c t s ,  bu t  because of poor 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t h e  on ly  u se  made was by t h e  l o c a l  homesteaders. Ear ly  
d i s t r i c t  r ange r s  t a l k e d  o f  running t h e  r i v e r  w i t h  l o g s ,  b u t  downstream 
r a p i d s  are s o  rough t h a t  l i t t l e  more than s p l i n t e r s  would a r r i v e  a t  t he  
n e a r e s t  m i l l  a t  Riggins .  The second survey was i n  1958 and t h e  t h i r d  
w a s  i n  1965. 

When S t i b n i t e  began booming i n  t h e  30 ' s  and 40 's  a nearby lumber market 
w a s  c r ea t ed ,  A man named Frank F ranc i s  e r e c t e d  a  l i t t l e  sawmill  nea r  
t h e  mouth of Parks  Creek and began sawing boards.  Ranger John Wick made 
t h e  f i r s t  t imber s a l e  on t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  him i n  1942. 800 ac r2s  were 
c u t  ove r  from t h e  Holcomb Ranch t o  Yellowpine, us ing  mostly seed t r e e  
and shel terwood c u t s .  S t i b n i t e  cont inued t o  grow t o  become t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
second l a r g e s t  producer  of antimony and the  Bradley Mining Company bought 
F ranc i s '  m i l l  and moved i t  t o  S t i b n i t e  i n  1950. The o l d  m i l l  s i t e ,  work 
roads and w e l l  r egenera ted  c u t t i n g  u n i t s  can be  seen  from the  McCall- 
S t i b n i t e  road .  west of Yellow Pine.  

Completion of t he  McCall-St ibni te  road over  Lick  Creek i n  1944 made 
hau l ing  l o g s  t o  McCall f e a s i b l e .  That same yea r  Ranger Yale Mi t che l l  
began work on t h e  Camp c reek  Timber Sa l e .  Warren Brown logged t h e  Reed 
Ranch s t a r t i n g  about  1947 and then  moved on i n t o  Camp Creek. By 1951 
t h e  fo l lowing  a r e a s  had been logged: Camp Creek 1880 a c r e s ,  J a c k i e  
Gulch 1010 a c r e s ,  Buckhom Bar 600 a c r e s ,  Phoebe Creek 760 a c r e s ,  Yellow- 
p i n e  800 a c r e s .  The logging a c t i v i t i e s  cont inued a t  a  r a p i d  pace through- 
o u t  t h e  f i f t i e s .  Logging methods were t r a c t o r  and jammer and c u t  a r e a s  
were i n t e n s e l y  roaded even though c u t t i n g  methods were mainly s e l e c t i o n .  
Only t h e  b e t t e r  p ine  and f i r  were harves ted  a s  i t  wasn ' t  w i t h i n  t h e  realm 
of sound economics t o  hau l  anyth ing  e l s e  ou t  over  Lick  Creek. The b r idge  
over  t h e  South Fork nea r  t h e  oxbow was cons t ruc ted  f o r  t imber acces s  i n  
1959 and rep laced  a  l o g  b r idge .  The b r idge  a t  t h e  mouth of Buckhorn was 
cons t ruc t ed  f o r  t h e  Buckhorn s a l e  i n  1962. 

I n  t h e  l a t e  f i f t i e s  s a l e  a c t i v i t y  moved t o  t h e  n o r t h  end of t h e  D i s t r i c t  
s o  t h e  p r o j e c t  camp was moved from Camp Creek t o  t h e  Secesh. A s  a  r e s u l t  
of e a r l i e r  road f a i l u r e s  and e ros ion  problems, t h e  Zena Creek Logging 
Study was begun i n  1962 and n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  was focused on t h e  d i s t r i c t .  
The fo l lowing  summary e x p l a i n s  t h e  p r o j e c t .  



Development of a 15,000 a c r e  logging s tudy  a r e a  on t h e  lower Secesh 
River  s t a r t e d  i n  1958. The main purpose of e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s tudy  a r e a  
was t o  determine logging and road b u i l d i n g  methods t h a t  would be accept- 
a b l e  from a mult iple-use s t andpo in t  i n  t h e  South Fork .of Salmon River  
dra inage .  E a r l i e r  t imber  ha rves t i ng  p r o j e c t s  had shown t h a t  numerous 
and s e r i o u s  resource  management problems needed t o  be  overcome be fo re  
t h e  l a r g e  volumes of mature t imber  .could be  s a f e l y  harves ted  i n  t h e  
Sou th  Fork d ra inage ,  a s  w e l l  a s  throughout t h e  g r a n i t e  s o i l  a r e a s  of 
t h e  Boise  and P a y e t t e  River dra inages .  The logging a r e a  s e l e c t e d  f o r  
s t udy  was named Zena Creek Logging Area. A 60 m i l l i o n  board f e e t  s a l e  
was made t o  Brown T i e  and Lumber Company, which was l a r g e  enough t o  
s e c u r e  t h e i r  coopera t ion  i n  t h e  s tudy  venture .  A s k y l i n e  cab l e  system 
and o t h e r  s p e c i a l i z e d  logging equipment were t o  be  used. Spec i a l  
emphasis was given t o  r e sea rch  and s tudy  of road c o n s t r u c t i o n  techniques.  

To h e l p  t h e  Fo re s t  w i th  t h i s  s t udy ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  personnel  from t h e  
In te rmounta in  F o r e s t  and Range Experiment S t a t i o n  and t h e  Regional  
F o r e s t e r ' s  s t a f f  rece ived  assignments  t o  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  Top d i r e c t i o n  
was provided by a committee composed o f :  

Krassel D i s t r i c t  Ranger 
P a y e t t e  Fo re s t  Superv isor  
A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from each of t h e  fo l lowing  Regional Of f i ce  
f u n c t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n s :  Timber Management, Watershed Management, 
W i l d l i f e  Management, and Engineer ing.  
A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from each of t h e  fol lowing Re,search Div is ions :  
Watershed, Timber and Engineer ing.  

I' 

The Intermountain F o r e s t  and Range Experiment S t a t i o n  was t o  conduct 
s t u d i e s  i n :  

1. Water y i e l d  and s o i l  l o s s  be fo re  and a f t e r  logging.  
2 .  Ef fec t ivenes s  and e f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  va r ious  types  of logging equipment 

used. 
3. Conduct experiments w i th  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  methods f o r  t h e  s eve re  s i te  

cond i t i ons  found on t h e  a r e a ,  
/ 

Adminis t ra t ion  personnel  were t o  supplement and apply r e sea rch  f i n d i n g s  
and work toward achievement of t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  s tudy  by: 

1. Determining logging and hau l ing  cos t s .  
2. Determining ro$ad cons t ruc t ion  c o s t s .  
3. Developing te6hniques f o r  t rea tment  of s l a s h  concen t r a t i ons  on 

c l e a r c u t  a r e a s .  
4.  Trying ou t  and, i f  p o s s i b l e ,  developing equipment s u i t a b l e  f o r  s i t e  

p r e p a r a t i o n ,  tree p l a n t i n g ,  and e ros ion  c o n t r o l ,  
5. Determining s u i t a b l e  K.V. and E.C. techniques f o r  t rea tment  of a r e a  

*and a c t u a l  c o s t s  f o r  doing t h e  job. 



Road b u i i d i n g  s t a r t e d  i n  1959 and logging  s t a r t e d  i n  1960, us ing  a 
h i g h l i n e  system wi th  an 800-foot main l i n e  and a  Skag i t  SR-7R power 
u n i t .  A r a d i o  c o n t r o l l e d  c a r r i a g e  opera ted  from t h e  main l i n e  w i th  a 
pickup l i x e  from t h e  c a r r i a g e  t o  t h e  chokers.  Logs were decked on 

/ 

prepared road s i t e s  and loaded on t r u c k s  by t h e  Skag i t  power u n i t .  

Some t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  s tar t  of ope ra t i ons ,  t h e  60 m i l l i o n  board f e e t  of 
t he  o r i g i n a l  s a l e  was reduced t o  45 m i l l i o n ,  as She r e s u l t  of a  
r e a p p r a i s a l  of c r u i s e  d a t a  and t h e  ' e l imina t ion  of t h e  T a i l h o l t  Creek 
d ra inage  from t h e  a r e a  t o  be  logged. T a i l h o l t  Creek was reserved  f o r  
a c o n t r o l  a r e a  f o r  water  y i e l d .  

The t imber  s p e c i e s  making up 88 pe rcen t  of $he volume s o l d  f o r  50 c e n t s  
p e r  thousand p l u s  $2.60 f o r  s l a s h  d i s p o s a l ,  $3.15 f o r  K.V. and 11 c e n t s  
f o r  e r o s i o n  c o n t r o l .  

A s  t h e  s tudy  progressed ,  some changes were made i n  s tudy  methods and 
t echn iques ,  e s p e c i a l l y  those  involved w i t h  road des ign  and s t a b i l i z a t i o n  , 

of c u t s  and f i l l s .  
1 

I n  1965 a l l  road b u i l d i n g  was s topped because,  up t o  t h a t  t ime,  no 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  maintenance method had been developed which could 
a s s u r e  s x a b i l i z e d  c u t s  and f i l l s .  Due t o  s t e e p  s l o p e s ,  c h a r a c t e r  of - s o i l  and underlying rock  s t r u c t u r e ,  s o i l  e r o s i o n  problems o r i g i n a t i n g  
'on roads  became insurmountable ,  

Timber h a r v e s t i n g  cont inued i n t o  1966 from a r e a s  a c c e s s i b l e  from roads 
a l r e a d y  b u i l t ,  a f t e r  which a l l  ope ra t i ons  s topped wi th  f u l l  agreement 
w i t h  t h e  purchaser .  T o t a l  volume c u t  from t h e  s a l e  a r e a  dur ing  t h e  

* 
seven-year c u t t i n g  pe r iod  was 32,640 M board f e e t .  

I 

The December s torm of 1964 caused such ex t ens ive  damage t o  logging  roads  
t h a t  s e v e r a l  prepared s a l e s  were no t  s o l d  and what amounted t o  a 
moratorium on logging went i n t o  e f f e c t .  The l a s t  l oads  of l o g s  were 
hauled  o f f  t h e  Buckhorn and Zena Creek Sa l e s  i n  1966. The t o t a l  sale 
volumes by a r e a s  c u t  a r e  summarized on t h e  fol lowing page. 

I./ James M. ~ o c k a d a ~ ,  January ,  1968 - 



Timber Harvested-Krassel D i s t r i c t  

Parks  Creek 
Camp Creek 
Buckhorn Bar 
J a c k i e  Creek 
South Fork Salmon Needle Cast 
L i t t l e  Buckhorn 
Maverick Creek 
Calf  Creek 
T i e  Creek 
Lower T i e  Creek 
Lower Secesh 
Zena Creek 
South Fork Blowdown 
Poverty F i r e  Salvage 
South Fork Bench 
North Fitsum 
Zena Creek Logging Study 
Buckhorn 

TOTAL VOLUME i 
I 
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