Research permits 
The intent of the Caribbean National Forest is to provide ample opportunities for research on the forest while ensuring that these resources are protected:
- Heritage resource
- Wildlife (especially endangered species)

- Aquatic life

- Rare & Endangered Plant species

- Water/Air quality

- Recreational Areas & Facilities

- Existing research projects & areas
· To begin review of your research project, please submit to the Caribbean National Forest Special Uses & Land Program Management Office:
- A copy of your Research Study Proposal

- A map detailing your proposed research site/area

· Review and evaluation of your proposal takes approximately 60-90 days from the date received. 
· If you are proposing to collect animals or plants as part of your research, you must obtain a separate collection authorization permit from the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico Department of Natural & Environmental Resources prior to being issued a Forest Service permit.  For more information or to obtain application forms please contact:
Puerto Rico Department of Natural & Environmental Resources

Division of Scientific Investigation

Avenida Munoz Rivera, Parada 3.5

Puerta de Tierra, PR 00906

Tel: 787 724 8774
www.gobierno.pr/DRNA/Permisos
· If your project requires further environmental analysis, you may be required to provide additional studies or be charged for any services provided by the USDA Forest Service.  The National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) process may be required for some projects.
· When your proposal has received our final approval, we will provide you with an SF-299 application form that you will need to fill out, sign and submit to Caribbean National Forest Special Uses & Land Program Management Office.  Once the application is received, a permit can be prepared.
· Research permits can be issued for temporary research (less than one year) or for longer term projects of up to five years
