
Custodial Management Era (1917-1931)
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1917 
Compulsory Service Act signed – 

20,000 islanders drafted into military

1917 –  First Forest Supervisor of the Luquillo 
Forest Reserve and Chief Forester of Puerto 
Rico, Emory M. Bruner, drafts first Forest law 
since Spanish administration.

The Puerto Rican Legislature establishes an 
Insular Forest Service and provides for the 
reservation of Insular Forests from Crown 
lands.

Governor Arthur Yager issues a proclamation 
setting aside 6,000 hectares (14,826 acres) of 
coastal mangrove forests as forest reserves.

1918 – El Imparcial newspaper founded

1918
First Forest Guards, Puerto Ricans Bartolo 
Peraza and Bienvenido Gerena, are appointed 
to the LNF; enforcing forest grazing violations, 
they walk trespassing cattle to local jails where 
they are kept until reclaimed by their owners 
and fines are paid.

1919 
The Governor of Puerto Rico issues a 
proclamation setting aside the former Crown 
lands of Guánica, Maricao and Mona Island to 
be Insular Forests.

1918 
Major earthquake, estimated at 7.3 
on the Richter scale, damages towns in 
western Puerto Rico.

1919 
In order to effectively patrol the boundaries of 
the forest on horseback, beginning in 1919, 
the forest guards build 61 kilometers (38 miles) 
of horse trails. 

1920 
Large-scale program involving 
trial planting of exotic and native 
plants begins in Puerto Rico.  

1920 
The first tree nursery is 
established, funded by the Puerto 
Rican Legislature and operated 
by the University of Puerto Rico.  

1920 
A site is made available to house the 
headquarters of the Federal and Insular 
Forest Services on the University of Puerto 
Rico Río Piedras campus. 

1919 
Forest Supervisor Emory M. Bruner 
publishes the first description of the 
four forest types (tabonuco, sierra palm, 
colorado, elfin) by the LNF.

1920 
The first sawmill serving the 
National Forest is established 
in the Sabana Valley.

1918 
Agricultural activity is reported 
up to 548 meters (1,798 feet) 
on southern slope of LNF.

1920
Population of Puerto Rico
1,299,800

1925 –  The USDA Forest Service begins 
support of local tree production under the 
Clarke-McNary Act. Ley 9 del 1925 de Puerto 
Rico (Law 9) provides tax relief for forests 
existing on private lands.

1926 
The USDA Forest Service “State 
and Private Forestry” Program 
begins in Puerto Rico.

1925 – Capitol building construction begins

1922 – A horse trail to El 
Yunque Peak is constructed.

1922
About 4,000 hectares (9,880 acres) of the 
8,000 hectares (19,768 acres) of forested land 
in the Luquillo Mountains are privately owned.

1925
Population of Puerto Rico
1,407,000

1922
Water from the Quebrada Grande 
stream in the Luquillo National 
Forest is tapped to supply the 
town of Naguabo.

1924
Water from the Quebrada Grande 
stream in the Luquillo National 
Forest is tapped to supply the 
town of Río Grande.

1925
Water from the Canóvanas River 
flowing from the Luquillo National 
Forest is tapped to supply the 
town of Canóvanas.

1926
Water from the Cristal River 
flowing from the Luquillo National 
Forest is tapped to supply the 
town of Luquillo.

1926 
Construction of initial portions of 
Mameyes to Naguabo road, which 
will ultimately provide convenient 
access to the forest, begins.

1922 
WKAQ, First radio station inaugurated

1922 
Puerto Rican National Party founded.

1929 
Charles Lindbergh flies Spirit of Saint Louis to the island.

1928 – Whip-sawing lumber by hand

1928 
Hurricane San Felipe causes 
massive destruction on the island. 
Sustained winds of 240 kph (145 
mph) were recorded.

1931 
Hurricane San Nicolás strikes.

1927 
Forest tree nurseries are established in 
San Germán and Utuado by municipal 
governments for farm tree planting.

1928 
Timber from the forest is provided 
to the public to reconstruct under 
Free Use Provision Act.

1931 – The total Puerto Rican Parrot 
population is estimated at 2000 birds.

1930
Population of Puerto Rico
1,543,900

1931 
The USDA Forest Service first authorizes 
the sale of timber from the LNF.

1931 
Beginning in 1931, 
L.R. Holdridge of the 
LNF planting staff, 
builds up an herbarium 
that represented two-
thirds of the trees of Puerto Rico and 
which eventually becomes part of the 
collections of the University of Puerto 
Rico Botanical Gardens.

1931 
First mahogany plantations 
are established within the 
Luquillo National Forest.

JUAN ROSADO Luquillo entre nubes, ca. 1930


