
Emerging Conservation Era (1970-1985)
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1970 – Highway 191 
through the forest is 
closed due to a major 
landslide. The highway 
remains closed 
because rebuilding 
plans are hampered 
by the existence of 
unstable sandy soils.

1970 – The USDA Forest 
Service and the Commonwealth 
Department of Agriculture (Natural 
Resources Division) exchange 
lands around the Luquillo 
Experimental Forest for the Toro 
Negro Forest.

1970 – A Tropical Rain Forest 
based in ecological studies begun 
during the early 1960s under the 
leadership of Howard T. Odum is 
published. It includes 111 research 
papers totaling 1,645 pages.

1970
Marisol Malaret wins 
Miss Universe contest

1970
Population of Puerto Rico
2,712,000

1970
El Nuevo Día newspaper founded

Larry Hill and Frank Wadsworth with work group.

1971 – The Elfin Woods Warbler 
(Dendroica angelae) a heretofore 
undiscovered bird endemic to Puerto 
Rico, was discovered to exist at high 
elevation in the CNF/LEF.

1972
Puerto Rico Socialist Party is founded

1972 – A summary of the results 
of fence post longevity based 
on four preservatives and two 
treatments for 6,700 treated and 
non-treated posts, representing 70 
tree species is published.

1972 – A tally of 
Puerto Rican parrots 
in the Luquillo 
Experimental Forest 
reveals only 13 
individuals remain in 
the wild.

1972 – A summary of growth 
studies for 15 conifers and 16 
hardwood species for use in 60,000 
hectares (148,263 acres) of Puerto 
Rico’s granitic uplands is published.

1973
Major League baseball 
MVP Roberto Clemente 
dies in airplane crash 
while taking badly needed 
emergency supplies to 
earthquake victims.

1973
Luis Aponte Martínez 
appointed first Puerto Rican 
Roman Catholic Cardinal

1973 – The administration of 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
forests is transferred from the Puerto 
Rico Department of Agriculture 
to the Puerto Rico Department of 
Natural Resources.

1974 – An environmental analysis 
and management plan for the 
proposed El Yunque Peak electronic 
site is prepared and implemented.

1974 – Mahogany 
reforestation efforts are 
intensified in secondary 
brushlands on the lower 
slopes of the Luquillo 
Mountains.

1975 
Tropical Storm Eloise 
destroys landslide repairs in 
progress on PR 191.

1975 –  The 
Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico passes a new forest 
law for the island, based 
on contributions by Forest 
Supervisor Juan Muñoz.

1975
Population of Puerto Rico
3,115,000

1974 – The CNF/LEF is 
administratively separated from 
the Institute of Tropical Forestry. 

1976
Population of Puerto Rico
3,119,000

1976 – The Luquillo 
Experimental Forest 
is designated a 
part of the United 
Nations International 
Network of Biosphere 
Reserves.

1976 – The USDA Forest Service 
establishes tree nursery to provide 
seedlings for a reforestation program.

1976 – Numerous reports on long-
term monitoring of permanent plots 
in the tabonuco, colorado, elfin, and 
palm forests include studies of forest 
structure, dynamics, and the impacts 
and response to hurricanes are begun.

1976 – The Youth Conservation 
Corps program (YCC) begins on the 
CNF/LEF.

1977 – The first silviculture 
examination and prescription of 
the CNF is completed.

1977 – The Institute of Tropical 
Forestry is transferred from the Office of 
the Chief of the USDA Forest Service to 
the Southern Forest Experiment Station 
(New Orleans) as the Tropical America 
Forest Research Work Unit.

A simplified version of the first island-wide digital land-use map of 
Puerto Rico.

1976
Wilfredo Benítez, the youngest 
World Welter-Weight 
Champion in history

1978
The Cerro Maravilla 
incident takes place

1979
Pan American Games held 
in San Juan

1980
Population of Puerto Rico
3,196,000

1979 – Involvement in urban 
forestry begins with a bulletin 
in English and Spanish on the 
use of 46 tree species in urban 
settings for Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands.

1979 – Beginning in 1979 over 
4,000 hectares (9,800 acres) of 
forest are systematically sampled 
and analyzed for silvicultural 
conditions, to include the 
determination of the tree size, 
age class, and species.

1980 – The Institute hosts 
an international symposium on 
the role of tropical forests in the 
worlds carbon cycle.

1980 – The island-wide 
inventory of secondary forests on 
timberlands is initiated.

1980 – The Institute of Tropical 
Forestry Analytical Research 
Laboratory is established.

1980
Carlos Romero Barceló 
re-elected governor

1980
Luis Muñoz Marín dies

1985
Population of Puerto Rico
3,378,000

Average days per year in 
the CNF with rain: 335

1981 – Construction 
of the Puerto Rico 
Telephone company 
communication tower is 
completed on El Yunque 
Peak in the CNF.

1981 – Editing and production 
of the quarterly newsletter of the 
International Society of Tropical 
Forestry begins. This publication 
reaches more than 2,000 recipients 
in 128 countries.

1982 – The CNF/LEF Field Office 
is moved from Sabana to the newly 
constructed Catalina Service Center.

1982 – Information on the storage and 
production of organic matter in tropical 
forests and their role in the carbon cycle 
is published by the Institute.

1982 – Biennial Caribbean 
Foresters Meetings are initiated.

1983
San Juan declared a 
World Heritage Site

1983 – The USDA Forest Service 
initiates collaborative research with 
the USDI National Park Service on 
the Cinnamon Bay watershed, St. 
John, U.S. Virgin Islands, resulting 
in the Institute publishing papers on 
species occurrence, dynamics, and 
hurricane impacts.

1984
John Paul II visits 
Puerto Rico, the first 
Pope to visit the island.

1985
Deborah Carthy Deu wins 
Miss Universe pageant

Map derived from 1985 LANDSAT 5 image showing 
urban encroachment (in red) to the forest.

Ariel E. Lugo was born in Puerto 
Rico.  He obtained his B.S. and 
M.S. Degrees in Biology from 
the University of Puerto Rico, 
subsequently obtaining his Ph.D. 
in Ecology from the University of 
North Carolina.

His professional experience 
has included service with the 
Puerto Rico Department of 
Natural Resources, the Center 
for Wetlands at the University of 
Gainesville, Florida, the Council on 
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Office of the President, and the 
Center for Energy and Environment 
Research, University of Puerto 
Rico.  In the USDA Forest 
Service in Puerto Rico he served 
as Project Leader, Director, and 
Supervisory Research Ecologist 
at the Institute of Tropical 
Forestry. When the Institute’s 
name changed to the International 
Institute of Tropical Forestry he 
was Acting Director.  Returning to 
Washington for a tour as Acting 
Deputy Chief of International 
Forestry,  he subsequently returned 
to Puerto Rico as Director of the 
International Institute of Tropical 
Forestry.


