
 

Building the Future Era (1986-Present)
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1986 – The Forest Plan for the CNF/LEF 
is approved by the Regional Forester; this 
plan was appealed by 12 environmental/
recreational organizations and on November 
19th, thousands marched on the CNF/LEF 
to protest the proposed cutting of trees. 
The process of amendments, revisions 
and public involvement continued through 
1997 when the Revised Land and Resource 
Management Plan was fi nally approved.

1986 – The Institute of Tropical Forestry 
begins long-term collaborative research 
with high schools located in Utuado and 
Barranquitas. Eventually the program will 
expand to include a total of six schools.

1986 – The El Yunque Ranger 
District is established and lasts until it is 
terminated ten years later.

1987 – Watershed research begins 
in the Bisley sector of the CNF/LEF.

1987 – A comprehensive study of the 
dynamics, structure and composition 
of the Colorado Forest Type in the 
Luquillo Mountains is begun by the ITF.

1987 – The publication of 
“Acta Científi ca,” a scientifi c 
journal for Puerto Rican 
science teachers, begins.

1987 – A technical guide for 
the nursery management of the 
Caribbean pine is published.

1989
Hurricane Hugo strikes.

Caribbean National Forest after 
Hurricane Hugo

1989 – The Institute of 
Tropical Forestry celebrates its 
fi rst 50 years with a symposium 
and publishes a book “Tropical 
Forestry Management and 
Ecology.” 

1989 – Hurricane Hugo recovery 
efforts result in watershed restoration 
efforts involving over 120 hectares 
(296 acres).

1988 – A Big Tree Registry, 
recording the largest trees by 
species throughout the island 
to increase local appreciation 
for forest resources begins.

1988 – The Long Term Ecological 
Research (LTER) Program begins in 
collaboration with the University of 
Puerto Rico.

1990
Population of Puerto Rico
3,522,000

1987
Ileana Colón Carlo is the 
fi rst woman to be named 
comptroller of Puerto Rico

1989 – As a result 
of Hurricane Hugo 
population of the Puerto 
Rican Parrot drops to a 
low of 30 individuals in 
the wild.

1989 – The 
Puerto Rican Parrot 
Population Viability 
Analysis and 
Recommendations, 
a two-day workshop 
was conducted by 
the IITF and with 
attendance by 
scientists from many 
disciplines, recovery 
program managers 
and fi eld technicians.

1991 – A book about the 

growth and site relationships of 

Caribbean pine is published.

1992 – After 22 years of continuous efforts 

to reopen it, PR 191 closed due to landslides 

between kilometers 13 and 21. The USDA Forest 

Service comes to the conclusion that the soils in 

the area are highly unstable and withdraws any 

support to reopen the road.

1991 – The fi rst Fire Crew trained in 

the CNF/LEF is dispatched to fi ght fi res. 

A decade later, a record-breaking 22 Fire 

Crews were dispatched from the CNF/LEF 

to fi ght fi res in the continental United States.
1986
Dupont Plaza Hotel fi re kills 98 
people

1992 – The Institute of Tropical 
Forestry is renamed the International 
Institute of Tropical Forestry.

1992
Dayanara Torres 
Wins Miss Universe

1992
Tall ships come to San Juan to 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
Columbus’ voyage to the “New World.”

1992
Central American and 
Caribbean Games held 
on the island

1992 – The Institute 

hosts an international 

workshop on Natural 

Sinks of CO2.

1992 – The fi rst Forest Interpretive 

Plan is started in the CNF/LEF.

1992 –  The International Institute of 
Tropical Forestry is created by the 
Secretary of Agriculture as called 
for in the 1990 U.S. Congressional 
Farm Bill. The Institute is designed to 
“serve as a gateway for collaborative 
efforts emphasizing forest research, 
demonstration forests, technology 
transfer, training, education, and 
networking.” International forestry is 
formally recognized as a vital part of 
the Institute’s mission. Supervision 
of the IITF is transferred to the USDA 
Forest Service Washington DC offi ce. 
Ariel El Lugo is appointed Director.

1995
Population of Puerto Rico
3,717,000

Land-cover transition in northeastern Puerto Rico, 1978-1995.

1995 – El Yunque Peak Electronic Site 

consolidation plan is completed, reducing 23 

buildings and over 200 permittees to nine.

1994 – The IITF begins 

research studies in Brazil.

1994 – The Society 

of Arboriculturists was 

established in Puerto Rico.

1994 – The International 

Institute of Tropical Forestry 

publishes its 1000th publication.
1994 – A GIS/GPS laboratory is 

established at the IITF, and is later 

involved in summarizing the long-term 

tree count information for Puerto Rico 

and the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Big-

leaf mahogany studies in Central and 

South America.

1994 – The CNF prepares and 

implements a drought emergency 

plan to supply over three million 

liters (792,516 gallons) of water 

per day from rivers and streams to 

surrounding communities.

Land use changes showing urban encroachment, 
1936-1995.

El Portal

1996 – The El Portal Tropical 

Forest Center opens with 3,000 

square meters (9,800 square feet) 

of exhibit space highlighting public 

education and demonstrating the 

importance of forest conservation.

1996 – The fi rst annual meeting of Urban 

Foresters in the Caribbean is held.

1997 – A formal environmental 

education teacher training program is 

developed by the CNF in partnership 

with local schools to enhance 

classroom experiences for middle and 

high school students and compliment 

the guided tours given by interpreters 

that the teachers and their students 

enjoy when visiting the forest.

1996
Hurricane Hortense strikes.

1997 – CNF/LEF Land and Resource 
Management Plan is approved.

1998
Hurricane Georges strikes the island 
causing massive devastation, followed by 
extensive hurricane recover efforts.

1998 – The fi rst comprehensive 

forest Interpretive Plan is completed 

and implemented in the CNF.

1998 – A partnership with the 
University of Puerto Rico Institute 
2000 and the Puerto Rico Department 
of Education is developed to allow 
teachers attending USDA Forest 
Service environmental education 
training sessions to qualify for 
continued education credits. More 
than 400 teachers have benefi ted from 
these training sessions from 1998 to 
the present.

1998 – Caribbean National Forest 
World Wide Website goes on line.

1998 – The devastating Pink Hibiscus 
Mealy Bug is fi rst discovered in the 
CNF/LEF. The Puerto Rican Department 
of Agriculture responds promptly with 
the introduction of a parasitic wasp to 
destroy the Mealy bug.

1999
Marine jets miss target on 
Vieques and accidentally kill 
security guard David Sanés

2000 – The IITF publishes a book 
on the silvics of 102 native and exotic 
tree species found in Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands.

2000
Population of Puerto Rico
3,808,600

2000 – The 
fi rst release into 
the wild of 10 
Puerto Rican 
Parrots reared 
in captivity is 
accomplished, 
followed by the release of 16 birds in 
2001, and 9 birds in 2002.

2001
Denise Quiñones wins Miss 
Universe; Tito Trinidad wins 
World Welter-weight title.

2001 – A CNF/LEF Transportation 

Study is completed. It recommends a 

mass-transit system for road PR 191.

2001 – A population of 

over 1500 of the dwarf forest 

orchid Lepanthes eltoroensis is 

recorded in the CNF.

2000 – The 
Center for Aquatic 
Technology Transfer 
(CATT) performs 
comprehensive 
inventory of aquatic 
species on the 
Espíritu Santo River 
in the CNF/LEF.

2002 – The CNF/LEF offi cial 

Soil Survey is published.

2002 – President Bush signs H.R. 

3954 declaring the Icacos, La Mina 

and Mameyes rivers within the CNF/

LEF as Wild and Scenic Rivers, and 

a bill is introduced in Congress to 

declare the 4,000 hectare (9,800 acre) 

area presently comprising the El Toro 

Roadless area to be declared the El 

Toro Wilderness Area.

2002 – The Catalina tree 

nursery is re-established.

2002 – 
Construction 
completed on new 
chemistry laboratory 
for plant, water 
and soil analyses 
at IITF Río Piedras 
headquarters.2001

Benicio del Toro 
wins Oscar for 
“Traffi c”

2001 – Puerto Rico 
Planning Board urged to 
protect “El Yunque” (CNF).

1998 – The new IITF library is designated 
the “Frank H. Wadsworth Library.”

Pablo Cruz was born in Puerto 
Rico.  He attended the University 
of Puerto Rico, where he received 
a B.S. in Civil Engineering, 
pursuing graduate studies in Forest 
Engineering at Oregon State 
University.  Since his graduation, he 
has dedicated his entire professional 
career to public service.  

He was Project Engineer for the 
USDA Soil Conservation Service,  
joining the USDA Forest Service, 
as a Civil Engineer in California.  
He spent 11 years with the Forest 
Service in the United States, 
including tours in National Forests 
and the Washington Offi ce.

He returned to Puerto Rico, 
in 1989 as part of the Incident 
Command Team after Hurricane 
Hugo.  In 1990, he became the 
Caribbean National Forest’s District 
Ranger, and was appointed Forest 
Supervisor in 1993.  

2002 – The fi rst Caribbean 

National Forest Interpretive Site 

Guides are published in English 

and Spanish by the CNF.


