
G o v e r n o r sG o v e r n o r s

F o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r sF o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r s

19351935 19361936 19371937 19381938 1939        1939        19401940
    

William D. Leahy Guy J. Swope

Arthur
Bevan

G o v e r n o r sG o v e r n o r s

D i r e c t o r s  /  F o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r sD i r e c t o r s  /  F o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r s

19401940 19411941 19421942 19431943 1944        1944        19451945
    

Arthur T.
Upson

Rexford G. TugwellGuy J. Swope
G o v e r n o r sG o v e r n o r s

D i r e c t o r s  /  F o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r sD i r e c t o r s  /  F o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r s

19451945 19461946 19471947 19481948 1949        1949        19501950
    

Jesús T. Piñero Luis Muñoz Marín

William H.
Cole

G o v e r n o r sG o v e r n o r s

D i r e c t o r s  /  F o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r sD i r e c t o r s  /  F o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r s

19501950 19511951 19521952 19531953 1954        1954        19551955
    

Henry B.
Bosworth

Irvin Pat
Murray

1939 – A USDA Forest Service 
Tropical Forest Experimental Station is 
established on 2 hectares (5 acres) of 
land on the University of Puerto Rico 
campus in Río Piedras, given rent-free 
for 50 years by the University.

1940 
Luis Muñoz Marín founds 
Popular Democratic Party.

Arthur Bevan 
Tropical Forest 
Experimental Station’s 
fi rst Director.

1939 – Scientifi c testing of the Site 
Adaptability Program begins, testing 
over 100 native and 350 introduced 
species over the ensuing years.

1939 – The fi rst of 24 volumes of 
The Caribbean Forester is 
published.

Giant ferns form arch on lush El 
Yunque slopes.

Hurricane shelter as illustrated in the 1939 National 
Geographic Magazine.

1940 – The PRRA completes the El 
Verde Field Station, a research base 
within the CNF.

1940
Population of Puerto Rico
1,869,300

World War II Years (1941-1945)

1941 
U.S. Navy establishes bases in 
Culebra, Vieques and Roosevelt 
Roads to respond to potential 
German military activity.

1941–1945 
Puerto Ricans serve in all theaters 
of World War II.

1941
Cemento Puerto Rico is founded.

Tropical Forest Experimental 
Station building

1942
Puerto Rico Industrial Development 
Company (PRIDCO) established.

1942
Fomento Bank is founded.

1942
Manos a la Obra Industrial 
development Law signed.

1942
Art Deco style Hotel Normandy was 
built, designed to resemble luxury liner.

Arthur T. Upson 
Director of the 
Tropical Forest Unit

1943 – The Caribbean National 
Forest and the Tropical Forest 
Experimental Station are 
consolidated as the Tropical 
Forest Unit.

1946
Jesús T. Piñero designated 
fi rst native-born governor.

1945
Population of Puerto Rico
2,099,000

“Carbonera,” charcoal production pit.

Radar site similar to the one used on El 
Yunque Peak to detect enemy aircraft.

1946
Dr. Gilberto Concepción de 
Gracia founds Puerto Rican 
Independence Party.

1943 – The Land Authority of 
Puerto Rico concedes 267 hectares 
(659 acres) of limestone forest 
which becomes the Cambalache 
Experimental Forest. This effort was 
supported by a single forest guard 
who served the fuelwood needs of 
240 nearby families during the fi rst 
years of his employment.

1943 – Long-term 
research in CNF El Verde 
section plots begins.

1943 – Wartime 
greatly accelerates the 
timber sales program 
required for charcoal fuel 
production at all public 
forests.

1943 – Estimates show 
that less than 1% of Puerto 
Rico is virgin forest.

1943 – Research of silviculture 
of natural forests begins in the 
CNF, conducted by the Tropical 
Forest Experimental Station. 
This research represents the 
fi rst information on the structure 
and composition of the forest. 
Three permanent natural forest 
growth plots are established at 
El Verde. This effort continued 
and reached at total of 554 plots 
by 1956.

1943 –The US Forest Service 
authorizes construction of a 
paved road to El Yunque Peak 
to be build by the US Army to 
provide access to a wartime 
observation post.

1944 – The CNF sells 992,428 
board meters (3,255,997 board feet) 
of timber, much of which is made into 
charcoal by local “Carboneros.” Trees 
removed for sale are pre-marked 
by local forest offi cers leaving more 
promising immature trees to survive 
for the future.

1945 – The Insular Forest 
Service initiates a Watershed 
Protection Project planting stands 
of exotic bamboo on the periphery 
of major reservoirs.

1945 – The CNF records 1,750 timber 
sales. This represents more than 10% of the 
total for the entire National Forest System for 
the year. Tree marking and supervision was 
provided by four Forest Offi cers; José Reyes 
Mateo, Luis Carrión, Raúl Ybarra Coronado 
and Ramiro Agosto Ruíz.

1946 – Caribbean National 
Forest is designated an Insular 
Wildlife Refuge by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce.

1946 – A systematic 
inventory of the CNF begins 
and is accomplished through 
strip sampling by local crews.

1946 – Beginning in 1946 and 
continuing through 1947 the forests 
of the island are inventoried by the 
Insular Forest Service.

1945 – The book “Forest Insects of 
Puerto Rico” written by entomologist 
Luis F. Martorell, is published. 

1946 – Large-scale placer mining 
of gold on the Mameyes River in the 
CNF is abandoned.

1947 – The insular Forest Service 
published a “Forest Nursery Manual” 
by Agronomist José A Gilormini.

1947 – Map of forest plantations by Agronomist José Marrero. 

1948 – The USDA 
Forest Service publishes a 
Technical Assessment of the 
planting of 4 million trees 
and 22 tons of seeds of 34 
tree species in the CNF over 
an 11 year period starting 
in 1934, by Forester José 
Marrero.

1948 – The 4.5 hectare 
(11 acre) Elizabeth 
Colberg Girl Scout camp is 
established in the El Verde 
sector of the CNF.

1948
First Puerto Rican delegation to 
the Olympics.

1948
Catholic University of Puerto 
Rico founded.

1948
Statehood Republican Party 
founded.

1948 – The Tropical Forest 
Experimental Station Tree 
Herbarium accrues a total of 
3,000 specimens, obtained 
locally.

1949 – First “forest type” 
maps are produced from aerial 
reconnaissance photography.

1949 – Studies show 
2,266 hectares (5,600 
acres) in the CNF are 
still unaffected by human 
activities.

1949 –  The Secretary of Agriculture 
designates 852 hectares (2,105 
acres) of the Mameyes Valley in the 
CNF as the “Baño do Oro Research 
Natural Area.”

1950 –  The Puerto Rican 
Government approves 
the expansion of the CNF 
proclamation area to permit 
more forest land acquisition.

1949 – A “Multiple Use and Timber 
Management Plan” for the CNF calling 
for uplands preservation, parrot 
habitat, and watershed conservation is 
completed by Frank Wadsworth of the 
Tropical Forest Unit.

1949 – Timber 
removed from the 
Caribbean National 
Forest since authorization 
in 1931 totals over 
283,168 cubic meters 
(929,028 cubic feet) all 
purchased and extracted 
under local permit.

1949 – Development 
of the El Yunque Peak 
Electronic Communication 
Center for the island is 
initiated.

1949 – The Luquillo 
forest’s second timber cruise 
of 4,548 hectares (11,238 
acres) is accomplished.

1950
Population of Puerto Rico
2,210,700

Catalina Nursery Eucalyptus resinifera

1950
The 65th Infantry Regiment 
formed almost entirely of Puerto 
Ricans who fought with extreme 
bravery in the Korean War.

1951 – The Tropical Forest Unit 
is renamed the Tropical Region.

1950 – USDA Forest 
Service in Washington, DC 
awards Forest Ranger Emilio 
Solis for “harmoniously” 
relocating 125 Parcelero 
families onto better land 
outside the CNF.

1950
José Ferrer wins Oscar for
“Cyrano de Bergerac.”

1950 – The Puerto 
Rico Forest Nursery is 
established in the CNF 
producing millions of trees 
for reforesting public and 
private lands on the island.

1952 – The 
Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico was 
proclaimed on July 27.

La Catalina Nursery showing packing shed 
and upper beds


