
Change in Fee Structure Proposal

Inyo National Forest

Reds Meadow Valley 



Protecting Natural Resources & Providing Recreation 
Opportunities  

• 1979 - present -– Forest Service restricts private vehicle access to protect natural 
resources 

• 1979 – 2001 –- Forest Service supported a mandatory shuttle service
• 2002 - 2008 -– Expanded amenity fee implemented to support contracted shuttle 

operation
• 2002 – 2008 -- Exception vehicle passengers pay fee to support shuttle operation & 

use shuttle while in the Reds Meadow 
• 2009 – present -– Eastern Sierra Transit Authority operates the Reds Meadow shuttle 
• 2009 -– Exception vehicle passengers pay fee to use shuttle while in Reds Meadow 

and to support improvements to amenities & services
• 2010 – future -– Exception vehicles pay a Standard Amenity fee to use shuttle while in 

Reds Meadow and support improvements to amenities & services



• Beautiful valley following the Middle Fork 
of the San Joaquin River and surrounded 
by 10,000 – 13,000 foot peaks 
• Located 10 miles from the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes
• Over 100,000 visitors a year
• Open June  through September 
(weather permitting)
• Includes Devils Postpile National 
Monument
• Interpretive programs provided on site 
• Accessible by a steep narrow access road
• Pacific Crest and John Muir Trails
• Recreation activities include world-class 
fishing, hiking, backpacking and  equestrian opportunities

Reds Meadow  Valley – Outdoor Recreation 
Opportunities



Facilities & Services – Federal Investments

Aspen CG

• Six trailheads leading into the John Muir and Ansel 
Adams Wilderness areas
• Four nature trails
• Two day use lakes
• Two pack stations
• One overnight lodge
• 186 campsites distributed across six campgrounds
• Shuttle bus

Amenities & Services
• Ten day use sites with:

•Picnic tables
• Interpretive signs, kiosks, & 
programs
• Permanent restrooms 
• Permanent trash & recycling 
receptacles
• Designated parking
• FS & NPS personnel on site

Lower Lee Vining CG



Available passes Fees since 2002 Proposed Fee
Day Pass $7/adult, $4/child $10/vehicle
Overnight* Pass $7/adult, $4/child $10/vehicle
3 Day Pass (good for 3 out of 5 days) $14/adult, $8/child $20/vehicle

$35/adult, $20/child $35/vehicle
National Interagency Recreation Passes accepted? No, except in 2004 Yes

Day, 3 Day, and accepted at other day use fee sites? No Yes

Small tour buses (Capacity for 20 or fewer 
passengers)** $70 $70

Large tour buses (Capacity for 21 or more 
passengers)** $140 $140

* is for overnight campers, overnight guests of Reds Meadow Resort, and wilderness backpackers 
and is good for the length of stay in .  It cannot be used at other Inyo National Forest day use fee 
sites.
**Day passes for buses are accepted at Mono Basin and Bristlecone Pine Forest when used on 
the same day.

Recreation Fees since 2002 and proposed change   
structure

Proposed Changes in Fee Structure 



• Contracted trash removal and bathroom cleaning
• Increase frequency of a roving interpreter program
• Provide interpretive brochures and visitor 

newspapers
• Staff Minaret Vista Station
• Add ADA-accessible hiking, fishing and picnicking 

opportunities
• Improve existing interpretive signs and panels 
• Add new signs throughout the Valley
• Install CXT toilet at Starkweather Lake
• Construct and improve hiking trails throughout Reds Meadow
• Restore and stabilize Reds Cabin (interpretive site)
• Complete improvements to the amphitheater
• Install parking barriers

What will Standard Amenity Fees Support?
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