USIDA United States Forest Olympic Hood Canal Ranger District
-_;—"'" Department of Service National P.O. Box 280
Agriculture Forest Quilcene, WA 98376

File Code: 1950
Date: February 18, 2010

Dear Interested Party:

The Olympic National Forest is assessing a proposal from Green Diamond Resource Company
(GDRCo) for exchange of road easements in the Satsop River watershed. If the proposal is
approved, the Forest Service would grant access across National Forest land and roads to provide
access to private timberlands, and would acquire access to National Forest System lands over
roads located on private lands. The purpose of this letter is to invite your participation in the
NEPA analysis of the proposal.

When the Shelton Cooperative Sustained Yield Unit was terminated in 2002, the Forest Service
and GRDCo’s predecessor Simpson Timber Company exchanged easements over many roads in
the Wynoochee, Satsop, and Skokomish drainages to ensure continued access to each party’s
lands. Although the easement exchange was extensive, in recent years several cases of additional
access needs have been identified. The Forest Service has received a request from GDRCo for
grant of an easement for the portions of two road rights-of-way identified as FS Road 2366-200
Spur and 2345-100 Spur that are located on National Forest System lands. The Forest Service
would acquire an easement for the portion of the 2345-100 Spur that is located on GDRCo land.

These roads are situated in the southern foothills of the Olympic Mountains in the Dry Bed
Creek and the Middle Fork Satsop River watersheds, in Sections 8, 11, and 12, Township 21
North, Range 6 West, W.M., Mason County, as shown on the attached maps.

FS Road 2366-200 Spur is approximately 200 feet in length on National Forest land. Aerial
photos indicate a skid road once existed here, although the road location is now overgrown with
alders and conifers. Construction to bring it to a standard for timber haul would require the
clearing and grubbing of vegetation, placement and compaction of subgrade material, and
placement of surfacing. The ridgeline road location has no drainage crossings. The road would
be maintained by GDRCo while in use for timber haul purposes, and then closed and placed in
storage until needed in the future.

FS Road 2345-100 Spur consists of a segment on GDRCo lands 1,500 feet in length and a
segment on National Forest land about 800 feet in length. The proposed road climbs from a
saddle to a gentle ridge and extends to the southwest along the ridgeline. Clearing and grubbing
of vegetation, placement and compaction of subgrade material, and placement of surfacing
would be required for this road segment as well. Future maintenance of this road would likely be
shared by GDRCo and the Forest Service on a basis commensurate with the level of use.

Forest Service personnel are preparing to conduct an environmental review for the proposed
easement exchange as required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). It is expected
that this project will fall within a category of actions listed in the Forest Service Handbook
(FSH) that are excluded from documentation in an Environmental Assessment (EA) or

@‘ Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper 6



Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), and has no extraordinary circumstances that would
preclude use of the categorical exclusions (FSH 1909.15, Chapter 31).

We are interested in receiving your comments on this proposal. Comments in support or in
opposition are welcome. In particular, if you have information you feel the Forest Service may
not be aware of, or feel you have issues (points of dispute, debate, or disagreement) regarding
potential effects of this proposal, please send your comments in writing to the project leader
(Martha Krueger, P.O. Box 9, Quinault, WA 98575), or email: comments-pacificnorthwest-
olympic-hoodcanal@fs.fed.us

All comments received will become part of the public record and copies of comments, including
names and addresses of respondents, may be released for public inspection. Requests by
individual respondents to have their home addresses withheld from the public will be honored to
the extent allowable by law. Such requests to withhold names and/or addresses must be stated
prominently at the beginning of the comments. Anonymous comments will not be considered.
Submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, will be made available for public
inspection in their entirety.

Thank you for your interest in the Olympic National Forest.
Sincerely,

DEAN YOSHINA

District Ranger
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