Roadless Areas--Wilderness 

· Current Forest Service inventory of roadless lands contains numerous errors and inaccuracies.  Initial roadless area inventories and subsequent updates excluded areas.  The Forest Service must complete a thorough, detailed review and re-inventory of all inventoried and non-inventoried roadless and unroaded areas before any credible Wilderness recommendations can be completed.  Include low elevation areas on the Colville National Forest and consider these areas for restoration and protection.  

· Develop, coordinate, and consistently implement a roadless areas definition to allow an accurate inventory of all roadless areas. 

· The definition of “roadless” should meet common sense definitions, viz, the lack of any currently driveable road.  A long-gone MF 1 “inventory” road, or decayed, un-driveable non-system road should not be regarded as a road for purposes of defining roadless areas.  Presence or absence of past human disturbance, such as railroad-era logging, has no place in a sensible roadless area definition. 

· ICBEMP Scientific Panel has substantiated that all roadless areas greater than 1000 acres are ecologically significant and should be protected from further development.  

· Roadless area protection and road decommissioning will help Threatened and Endangered (T&E) species recover.

· Examine recently acquired lands, lands that were logged in the past and have recovered, and lands that were left out of the current inventory for any reason.  Inventory all roadless land 1000 acres and larger in size. 

· Complete a study to identify and protect all wildlife corridors connecting identified unroaded areas greater than 1000 acres. 

· Protect the integrity of roadless areas not recommended for Wilderness by allocating them to non-development management allocations. 

· All inventoried roadless areas should also remain open to winter motorized recreation and to motorized recreation as they are open for snowmobile use today. 

· Prohibit increase in ORV use and trails in roadless areas. 

· MA 25 (Okanogan National Forest Plan) allocations in existing roadless areas should be changed to MA 4.  

· Natural fires should be allowed to burn in the roadless core areas.

· Recommend to Congress the maximum amount of roadless land for designation as Wilderness.

· Recommend all identified roadless areas and connecting corridors for Wilderness designation.  

· Do not recommend more areas for Wilderness.  Approximately 40-45% of the Colville, Okanogan, and Wenatchee National Forests are designated as Wilderness, while less than 12% of users actually access Wilderness areas of the Wenatchee N.F. and only 8% of users access Wilderness areas of the Okanogan N.F.  

· Do not propose additional 15A (Okanogan National Forest Plan) wilderness management areas.  Current Wilderness should stay within 15B management areas.

· The plan revision should fully consider the historic review of roadless area conservation initiated by President Clinton and use that information to guide decisions on roadless area management in the plan revisions.  

· The cost of maintaining trails in Wilderness is too high due to the many restrictions imposed.  This is wasteful of taxpayer money. 

· The Forest Service must complete thorough detailed reviews of all roadless areas similar to the study completed by the Wenatchee National Forest for the 15,000 acre wilderness study area on the south side of the Alpine Lakes Wilderness. This study has set the standard for completeness, care, and lack of anti-Wilderness bias. All areas that are suitable for wilderness should be recommended to Congress for Wilderness.

· Re-map what is considered “roadless”.  Many of our roadless areas have roads and others have old evidence of logging activities. “Hungry Ridge”, “Granite Mountain”, “South Ridge”, and “Sawtooth” areas were all cited as having roads. 

· Preserve roadless areas whether they are inventoried or non-inventoried. 

· At a minimum, the Forest Service should start with the roadless areas inventory produced by Pacific Biodiversity Institute, Winthrop, WA rather than the three decade old RARE II maps.  This time, it will be crucial for the Forest Service to begin with accurate and credible roadless areas maps. 

· Strong candidates for Wilderness recommendations include Icicle Ridge, Icicle Valley, the Teanaway, the Cle Elum Wilderness Study Area Additions, and the Kettle Range Roadless Area.  The Golden Horn area of the Okanogan National Forest should be considered as a recommendation for inclusion to the North Cascades National Park. 

· Protect the Gold Horn roadless area as if it were Wilderness except allow user friendly trails maintained by chainsaws, motorized earthmovers, shelters, huts, mountain biking (except on the Pacific Crest Trail), large groups, heli-skiing, and permanent outfitter camps.  

· The Gardner backcountry is roadless except for the old spur logging road up Sandy Butte.  Exclude legal Wilderness designation for this area to allow for user friendly facilities and policies.  Provide more sophisticated “self-propelled” recreation in this area without impinging on the traditional horse propelled recreation already established in the area.  Open old neglected trails, encourage backcountry huts, and increase campground capacity.  The old logging road is the best site for a future sightseeing/high country access gondola/tramway.  No other further road expansion should be planned.  

· Goat Peak’s (Methow Valley area) little roadless areas is a relatively safe place for snowmobile to experience steeper terrain.  

· Look for other alternatives to Wilderness such as the proposed Backcountry Recreation Area designation that is being promoted.

· Ensure that all timberlands within Wilderness recommendations are removed from the current timber base.  Manage any areas recommended for Wilderness the same as designated Wilderness until Congress has the opportunity to act.  Prohibit activities such as new road construction, logging, and other development on lands within recommended Wilderness areas. 

· Current recommended Wilderness areas should remain open to winter motorized recreation/motorized recreation unless Congress designates them as Wilderness.

· The protection of the Paysaten Wilderness’ quality and character has been remiss.  Stronger rule making for protection must be considered and adequate enforcement must be made feasible. 

· The party size in wilderness is patently inequitable and needs to be refined.  If the impacts of the present 18 and 12 limit are acceptable, then fairness requires that the party size limit be 30 heart beats and the public and outfitters can utilize that same number in whatever way suits their interest.

· Doubt is expressed whether it is possible to keep the social and physical impacts of a wilderness party that includes 18 head of stock within the standards and guidelines of the existing Okanogan National Forest Plan and also within Wilderness values. The Okanogan National Forest has failed to address the many physical and social impacts associated with bringing 18 head of stock into the Wilderness.

· The Forest Service should consider the widely differing impacts on the Wilderness caused by different types of live stock such as horse, mule, llama, donkey, and goat.

· Several inadequate considerations, protections, guidelines, and failures of the existing plans for the Colville, Okanogan, and Wenatchee National Forests related to Roadless and Wilderness were listed.  They are inadequate consideration of low elevation areas with high habitat values for protection/restoration, wildlife corridors across the landscape and across political boundaries; inadequate protection of roadless areas corridors, unroaded areas greater than 1000 acres, and all roadless areas whether determined to be suitable for Wilderness designation or not; inadequate guidelines for obliterating roads that would reverse significant separation of existing roadless and unroaded areas by these roads (Albian Hill and Granite Roadless area are examples); inadequate and incomplete inventory of roadless areas; failure to clearly and quantifiably define “roadless areas”; failure to identify and protect wildlife corridors connecting roadless areas; failure to recommend Wilderness designation for numerous eligible roadless areas.  One third of the Okanogan National Forest is in univentoried roadless areas. 

· Complete a study and make recommendations for obliteration of roads with a special focus on those built since 1988 in order to reconnect roadless and unroaded areas bifurcated by these roads.   

· Review and update individual roadless areas’ mapping, acreage comparison, acreage lost, degradation, and current status for Wilderness availability in 2003-2006 as compared to 1989. 

· Update and compare 1989 forest plan direction with current 2003-2006 conditions such as  commercial impacts, resource damages, forest plan violations, lack of enforcement, Martha Hall input. 

