Summary of Comments Received at Methow Valley Public Meeting, 11/05/03

A series of 12 public meetings was held in the fall of 2003 across the eastern portion of Washington State.  In addition, one public meeting was held in North Bend, WA located west of the Cascade Mountains.  This series of public meetings was the first round of face to face meetings sponsored by the Forest Service with two main objectives:  

· 1) inform the public about Forest Plan Revision and 

· 2) listen to what the public thinks needs to change in the Forest Plans.

Please note that it is not necessary to attend a public meeting in order to participate in Forest Plan Revision.  You may participate by contacting us via U.S. Mail, e-mail, or by phone.  Please see our home page for contact information.  

At each public meeting, the public was asked to answer two questions:  “What needs to change with the current Forest Plans?” and “What needs to change with current Forest Service Management of the National Forest?” 

The following is a summary of public comments expressed by the public during the meeting in answer to the above two questions.  The public comments are arranged in bold-faced categories.
Recreation Use:  Produce a flexible management plan that responds to changing conditions, and accurately reflects existing conditions.  Review mountain bike use, horse use, and hiker use.  Limit motorized, mechanical, and livestock use.  Protect quality of non-motorized/non-livestock use.  Evaluate livestock use and perhaps also different kinds of livestock.    Current party size of 18 + 12 for  livestock use is incompatible with the existing plan (camp sizes).  Horses have an enormous impact in the back country and in Wilderness. This livestock party size is grossly unfair.  Resource impacts from human use only with associated party size and human and livestock use with associated party size needs to be evaluated.  Others say do not limit or reduce livestock (horse and mule) use since it’s historic heritage present before Wilderness designation.  Majority of trails are kept open by Backcountry Horsemen.  

Outfitter Guides:  Party size for outfitter guides is not fair.  Use a lottery system to manage outfitter guide use and to prevent over use of an area, especially under unusual circumstances (Twisp River). 

Trails:  Deal with user built trails and “secret/private” trails.  Trails should be planned and managed.  The use and numbers of users on trails seems too high at times.  Mountain bike use and numbers need to be managed and planned for.  Do maintenance on all existing trails.  Trails are getting dusty and “pounded”.  Don’t remove any trails from the forest inventory of trails.   

Roadless Areas:  Don’t convert inventoried roadless areas into Wilderness which causes constraints on uses.  Manage roadless areas for motorized primitive, harvest, fire, and other uses.  

Local Forest Service/Methow Valley Ranger District Management:  Keep qualified local Forest Service people who know the ground and the local community and who are answerable to the public.  Keep this in mind in Forest Plan Revision, and in contracting of services.  Do not “outsource”.  

Forest Plan Implementation:  When doing prescribed burning, adhere to authorities in the Land Management Plan that governs air quality.  Enforce the bare ground standard (440 sq. ft. bare ground of camp size) of the existing Forest Plan.  

Air Quality:  Recognize air impacts within the Forest Plan.  Incorporate smoke effects and aspects of the Chelan County Emergency Plan into the Forest Plan.  

Forest Plan Revision:  Incorporate existing plan developed by state agencies into the Forest Plan.  Build flexibility into the Forest Plan so that changing conditions and current conditions can be reflected/addressed. Also, involve the public if management areas are reassigned or changed.  Local Ranger District personnel should be a part of management area changes.  
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