Colville National Forest 

Forest Plan Collaboration Meeting

October 21, 2006

“The SNAGS” *   (Group One)

Discussion Notes – Mapping Session
Note Taker:  Faith
Facilitator:  Jackie
Participants:
Steve Anthes (Malo), James Schumacher (Curlew),  Lloyd McGee (Colville),  Sue Coleman (Republic), Jack Sherry (Metaline Falls), John Magoteaux (Curlew), Brad Elliot, (FAFB – Survival)   Jasmine Minbashian (Bellingham – Conservation NW), Mary Sanders (Colville)  and Barbee Scheibrier.
WELCOME
Jackie welcomed and greeted participants and introduced Note Taker.  Participants introduced selves and related their interest / connection with the forest.

AGENDA
Reviewed agenda for the day.
“GRID” REVIEW 
Participants reviewed the “grid” and made the following corrections (indicated in red on the attached grid):

1.  Sustainable timber production – not reflected in the grid.  Should be under “Roaded Area,” both “WUI” and “Non WUI”

2.  Clarification between Roaded and Lightly Roaded?
Lightly roaded = more primitive, not as dense; not higher-level maintained roads (per Linda Fee, USFS).   Lightly Roaded = less than 5,000 acres (per group)

3.  The word “Only” in the “Only Non-motorized Recreation Occurring” column should be deleted as well as the word “Only” in the rows below.  The phrase should read: “non-motorized recreation should be emphasized.”

4.   Swaps of trails are okay.  Example:  If there is a motorized trail in an IRA, you can “swap” that trail with another non-motorized trail in a “lightly roaded” (< 5,000 acres) area.

Under “Lightly Roaded Area” (which we’ve changed the name of) Restoration and forest health should be added under both Motorized and Non-motorized columns.

INDIVIDUAL MAPS SHARED

1.    SSGT Brad Elliott: Fairchild Air Force Survival School representative.

Recommended Parker Lake Closure area (no hunting) become a military training area. Discussion points addressed:

· Gives a closer working relationship with the forest biologist. 
· Not able to plow after Dec. 1 (Winter range = Dec. 1 – Mar. 31); can’t get to certain training areas unless on foot.

· Access into winter range would allow AF to be better stewards of the forest by granting access into areas previously never used. 
· Will work hand-in-hand w/forest staff to create set of guidelines to alleviate conflicts between survival special use permit and winter range issues.

· Roads seem to bring more animals (deer/elk) in (to get from one place to another).  Another point: roads can be a highway for predators to get to the deer/elk.

· Currently, can get 1.5 mi of plowed road per square mile.

Question: What is the relationship to timber harvest?  Answer:  Great!  Can use new roads to access new areas of training grounds.  Helicopter landings become places AF can use to evacuate injured students.

2.   Llyod McGee, Common Ground Points – based on the most important points made by this group in the September 30, 2006 meeting.  Those points were:


- Support local communities


- Sustainable forest products


-  Sustainable roadless areas


-  Balance these two land areas – map balance


-  Unroaded – WUI remain unroaded


-  Roadless lands – primarily for non-motorized recreation

-  Roaded lands – primarily for motorized recreation


-  Non-motorized experiences maintained in roaded landscape


-  Exchanges between motorized and non-motorized routes can be considered to reduce 

conflict

388,000 acres of roaded, responsible timber management area

350,000 acres IRA and wilderness combination

25,000 acre IRA/WUI overlap

Green – unroaded; “Restoration Area” - light management (prescribed fire, thinning from below); not for long-term timber management; need management on drier sites and at lower elevations

Blue – roaded; timber harvest

Yellow – IRA; proposed wilderness

Still could be an increase in the timber products coming off the forest as long as the FS has focus of management.

Little Pend Oreille Lakes area has a motorized trail system out to Granite Peak.  This is a 2006 proposed IRA area.  Group would like to see it stay motorized.  Could still be an IRA, but should not propose wilderness.

MAPPING

Group map based largely on Llyod McGee’s personal map.  Changes include the Air Force suggested military training area and IRA designations (with stipulations such as currently has motorized trail(s) but add no more new motorized trails).  Specific areas discussed are Little Pend Oreille Lakes-Granite Peak/Lost Creek trail, Monumental/Molybdenite Mtn. area, Twin Sisters, S. Huckleberry, Kettle Crest, Hoo Doo.

Granite/Lost Creek – will be motorized IRA

Swaps:  If any motorized trail is “exchanged” for one in another location (in order to make a non-motorized IRA), the new trail has to offer an equivalent experience.

The group does not want to give up one trail before the new trail is in place.

There will not be a net loss of trails.
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