Summary of Comments Received at North Bend, WA Public Meeting, 11/06/03

A series of 12 public meetings was held in the fall of 2003 across the eastern portion of Washington State.  In addition, one public meeting was held in North Bend, WA located west of the Cascade Mountains.  This series of public meetings was the first round of face to face meetings sponsored by the Forest Service with two main objectives:  

· 1) inform the public about Forest Plan Revision and 

· 2) listen to what the public thinks needs to change in the Forest Plans.

Please note that it is not necessary to attend a public meeting in order to participate in Forest Plan Revision.  You may participate by contacting us via U.S. Mail, e-mail, or by phone.  Please see our home page for contact information.  

At each public meeting, the public was asked to answer two questions:  “What needs to change with the current Forest Plans?” and “What needs to change with current Forest Service Management of the National Forest?” 

The following is a summary of public comments expressed by the public during the meeting in answer to the above two questions.  The public comments are arranged in bold-faced categories.

Fire Risk:  Treat Fuels quicker and speed up the thinning process.  Thinning of Loup Loup area is important.  Slash left on the ground is a fuel hazard.  Need to figure out how to manage insects and disease and minimize the opportunity for catastrophic fire.  Thin the forest to remove all dead standing trees and reduce fuel loads.  Continue programs to reduce fuels loads on private and federal lands.

Fire Salvage:  Allow salvage operations after fires to be more accessible.  Deal quickly with catastrophic situation.  Decision making takes too long.  Keep the decisions locally on the Forest.  A programmatic EIS should be used to deal with fire salvage and insect and disease fire risk areas.  

Timber Management:  Do not allow an increase in Probable Sale Quantity and un-programmed timber harvest volumes over current levels.  Log diseased trees while they still have value.  Actually log what’s allowed in the Northwest Forest Plan.  Make criteria available to the public on how timber harvest volumes are determined in the Plan Revision.  Blame the barred owl for negative effects to the spotted owl, not loggers.  

Recreation Access/Motorized Use: Consider re-opening motorized trails closed over the years.  Consider dual track trails as well as single track.  Build more quad runner dual track trails.  Open minor Forest Service roads to non-street legal OHVs.  Allow licensed non-street legal motor bikes on same roads as passenger vehicles or designate non-street legal routes on the Wenatchee N.F.  Due to increase in population, maintain or increase access for recreation.  Increase the amount of areas for non-winter and winter motorized recreation.  Increase the number and size of snoparks  and groomed snowmobile trails for motorized winter recreation.  While others say we need to make more and smaller snoparks and summer trail heads to disperse impacts.  Need a study on effects on forest of motorized summer and winter use.  Study this use during each season separately.  Need some increase in dispersed recreation camping.   

Roads/Access:  Keep areas and roads open for recreation use and fire suppression actions.  Need to assess road system to see if it meets current needs of recreation, fire suppression, and timber management.  If roads are taken out of road system, consider using roads as trails for motorized and non-motorized recreation use. Prioritize limited funding to maintain roads instead of decommissioning roads.  Provide the public rationale for either closing or keeping open each road segment.  The public needs to understand what the Forest Service is thinking. Weigh obliteration with the need for access.  Maintain or improve access to land locked private parcels and land locked Forest Service lands.  

Northwest Forest Plan/Recreation Access:  Re-examine/re-evaluate 300’ buffer width for riparian areas. Keep motorized access and camping areas. 

Mining:  Need continued access to gold mining claims.  

Trails:  Need formal volunteer trail maintenance program.  Inventory and assess user built trails during revision.  Do good long-term trail planning to deal with over-use and degradation of Forest.  

Wilderness:  0 net increase in Wilderness.  Others say to maximize new Wilderness.  Look at demand for Wilderness areas at a national scale, not locally.  

Recreation Residences:  need to be validated and strengthened in the Forest Plan.  

Wildlife: Don’t pursue wolf re-introduction.  Forest Plan needs to plan for people and grizzly bear.  Need to know who determines how an area is designated as habitat for grizzly bear or lynx. Motorized trails closed due to threatened and endangered species should be built/located elsewhere.  “No net loss please”.  

Old Growth:  Update and change current definition of old growth.  

Recreation Fees:  Combine/coordinate NW Forest Pass across National Forest boundaries & agencies across the Northwest. Have consistency.   

Roadless:  Update the roadless area inventory.  

Ski Areas:  Incorporate Ski Area Master Plans (49Degrees North, White Pass) in the revised plan.  Need un-groomed (and no snopark) cross country ski areas available.  Others say to classify cross country skiing as motorized since trails are groomed.  

Air/Smoke Management:  Coordinate with State DOE.   

Existing Forest Plan: Need to demonstrate compliance with existing Forest Plan.  Does current plan anticipate current access restrictions and reductions?

Grazing: Fees are too low.    

Fire Suppression:  Look for new and better approaches to fighting fire. 

Land Acquisition:  Continue to acquire forest industry lands from willing sellers. 

