Complete Notes for Public Meeting held in Republic, WA, 12-03-03
A series of 12 public meetings was held in the fall of 2003 across the eastern portion of Washington State.  In addition, one public meeting was held in North Bend, WA located west of the Cascade Mountains.  This series of public meetings was the first round of face to face meetings sponsored by the Forest Service with two main objectives:

· 1) Inform the public about Forest Plan Revision, and 

· 2) listen to what the public thinks needs to change in the Forest Plans.

Please note that it is not necessary to attend a public meeting in order to participate in Forest Plan Revision.  You may participate by contacting us via U.S. Mail, e-mail, or by phone.  Please see our home page for contact information.

At each public meeting, the public was asked to answer two questions:  “What needs to change with the current Forest Plans?” and “What needs to changes with current Forest Service Management of the National Forest?”

The following are complete public comments captured on flip charts by the Forest Service at the public meeting.  In addition, meeting notes taken by the Forest Service are included.  

Flip Chart Notes

Forest Plan Revision

Republic Public Meeting

December 3, 2003

1. Wild and Scenic Rivers– Remove the Kettle River as potential W/S candidate.

2. Level I, II, III roads need to be accessible to ORV non-street legal vehicles.

3. Reevaluate winter game range – Minimal deer exist in winter range – Access is the issue.

4. Log dead, burned trees before they rot. This also creates jobs.

5. Yellow sign in sheet at this meeting should have logging/timber harvest as a category.

6.  Increase allowable timber harvest volume.

7.  Remove ladder fuels mechanically (by hand) rather than burn.

8. Do prescribed burns in the spring rather than in the fall. When prescribed burning is necessary. Mechanical method preferred.

9. It would be nice if FS would do something. EX: Reforestation didn’t happen, Need to do Reforestation.

10.  Make FS employees accountable for Bad decisions.
11.  We want honesty in government, specifically Lynx hair situation.

12.  Need more active fire suppression early in fire event rather than “wait and see”.

13. Opposed to environmentalists groups tie up of FS lands for consideration as National Monuments.
14.  Need more local input for surrounding communities – FS needs to listen.
15.  Need to assess cumulative effects to local communities ie: closing Roads, curtailing logging.
16. Address cumulative effects to Republic community due to environmentalists causing shut down of mill. This isn’t just Republic. It is across the board.
17. More trail access to livestock recreationists. For sure no less.
18. Since the timber industry is “gone”, Tourism is very important locally so don’t reduce/limit recreation or hunting opportunities.
19.  Retain roadless areas as identified in Rare II, (use current assigned management areas.)

20. Concentrate fire risk/fuel reduction efforts on wild land urban interface, use money on Wildland Urban Interface (WUI), hire local people to do work.
21. Comments/opinions from big cities and back east affect local economies ie: Mining, Grazing, Timber. 
22. Need to use dozers and chainsaws in the Wilderness and roadless areas to suppress fires. Suppress fires near origin rather than near homes.
23.  Recently on local major fire, no local people brought in. All our local fire district fire folks should be allowed to attack fire rather than say “no it’s dangerous”. Local fire folks know the ground. Allow local fire districts to determine whether they can handle fire or not. Include local fire district in decision at a minimum.
24. Use fire reduction dollars where ever treatment is needed, not just W.U.I. Allow firewood gathering.
25. Forest Service should pay more attention to local gov. (Ferry County Natural Resource Board)
26.  Explain why roads are proposed for closure. Get public input and use public comments to help decide whether roads should be closed.
27.  Local Culture/Heritage includes logging, grazing, Mining and use of natural resources should have precedence over other issues/outsider influences.
28.  This (tonight’s meeting) is an exercise in futility because nothing locals say makes any difference.
29.  We have the impression only reason public meetings are being held is because FS can say they adhered to Admin Procedures Act!!
30.  We’re frustrated because we’ve seen what vocal minority that doesn’t live it has done to timber, grazing ,mining and off road recreation.
31.  No one in New York City, Seattle, or elsewhere lost their jobs like we did.
32.  FS needs to allow input before decisions are made so we can affect decisions. Advertise better to ensure public is kept informed.
33. Issue of bad air from wildfire and prescribed burning is detrimental to health of community.
34.  Cumulative effects of past actions over years, such as reduction of AUMs must be addressed.
35.  Need to make sure everyone understands the amendments, screens, INFISH, NFP.
36.  No more roadless or wilderness.
37.  Increase of population and increase of wilderness equal more use of remaining area.
38.   Roads that were closed are now useless and ugly, have never had maintenance and were fine.         Re-open them.
39.  After fires, salvage and plant immediately to prevent soil erosion.  Use trees.
40.  Don’t include Kettle River in Wild and Scenic River recommendation. Contradicts state.
41.  How can we stop or counteract management of forest?
42.  Need larger emphasis on local economics with regards to management.
43.  Manage forest to be attractive and accessible to tourists.
44.  Need OHV, ORV trail systems for winter and summer.
45.  Address noxious weeds.
46.  Mosquito control on forest lands needed.
47.  Thinning makes traveling in forests difficult if it is left. This also causes an increase in fuels, need to be removed quickly.
48.  Prescribed burns need to comply with Clean Air Act.
49.  Timing of prescribed burns is important to promote control.
50.  Prescribed burns in the fall burn vegetation for wildlife.
51.  Prescribed burns in fall have greater chance of escaping.
52.  Increase the amount of forage for grazing.
53.  Ensure grazing permit holders are in the livestock business and that is what there permit is for.
54.  Use motorized vehicles in roadless areas to control fires.
55.  Perpetuate trail maintenance thru organizations like Back Country Horsemen to keep trails open.
56.  Need more flexibility in management areas to allow fire fighting and fire management.
57.  Don’t make changes in back room, if we said something in a public meeting, FS needs to do it.
58.  Need to build trust with the public again.
59.  Special interest groups with money should not have a larger voice than local people.
60.  FS needs to interpret the NEPA process consistently from forest to forest and across regions.
61.  Address cumulative effects of project level planning across forest and state.
62.  Increased demand for motorized recreation exists now than ever before.
63.  Need to provide areas for 4 wheelers, motorcycles and snowmobiles to use.
64.  Log before prescribed burns.
65.  Forest management needs to be based on sustainable yield of timber.
66.  Let people cut firewood before burning, - allow people to cut out of slash piles.
67.  Management based on professional knowledge and practical experience instead of emotion.
68.  Base management on real science and real research.
69.  Add common sense to management.
70.  Need to allow ORVs on closed roads.
71.  Need signing and maps to show what is open to ORVs.
72.  No clear cutting except for fires, insects, disease.
73.  Look at more areas for groomed snowmobile routes (Trout Creek).
74.  Recreation trails should have destination instead of a dead end, create loops.
75.  Continue with the 11 management areas in the present Colville Forest Plan.
76.   Improve the education of ORV riders so they understand the impacts they may cause.
77.  Forests are multiple use.
78.  Improve education and communication on management objectives and mission.  On going.
79.  Make sure amendments to Forest Plan are done with public involvement and communicated to the public.
80.  Public notice of amendments to the Forest Plan should be more than a small notice in the paper.
81.  Need better/more consistent enforcement of firewood restrictions, off road trail use.
82.  Fewer restrictions on firewood cutting. Explain why areas are closed.
83.  Why are Lynx analysis units established on the Republic RD when no lynx are in the area?
84.  If a timber sale decision is appealed, need to publish who and why they appealed, and how others  can respond. Hearings should be held in evenings (ex: Mondays) or weekends so more can attend. Include impacts to economics from appeals. 
Meeting Notes 

Forest Plan Revision Public Meeting
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Forest Service Presenter

& Meeting Facilitator:  Rick Acosta
Forest Service Co-Facilitator:  Carol Boyd

Audience Comments

· Amendments to the Forest Plan, such as INFISH, National Fire Plan, Eastside Screens – public needs to be made aware of them

· Question regarding national park being included in map in power point presentation

· Question about comments for each plan – will they be kept separate?  i.e. – comments for the Colville Plan not being applied to the Okanogan/Wenatchee Plan and vice versa

· Question about the need for the “survey” on back on sign-in sheets – “isn’t everyone interested in clean air?” – person wanted to know the reason that information was being gathered

· Question on why timber harvest is 50% less than what was planned in the original Forest Plan

· Question on why the Forest Service feel the need to close roads

· Forest Service should explain why roads are being closed – before, during, and after closures

· Forest Service “watch dogs” closure areas – firewood cutting, motorized vehicles, etc – there appears to be different standards for out-of-town hunters than for locals – out-of-towners get by with more.  Need more consistency in enforcement

· There should be fewer restrictions on firewood cutting areas and explanations as to why areas are closed

· 90,000 acres have been set aside for lynx analysis area on Republic Ranger District – why?  There aren’t any lynx in the area

· Need to give more weight to local customs and culture over interests from outside the area

· Need to feel this isn’t an exercise in futility – seems nothing said by community is ever followed through on

· Only reason public meeting is done is so the Forest Service can say they’ve met Administrative Procedures Act!!

· People attending meeting who give comments should be given more credence than someone who didn’t attend but is part of a larger group who floods the process with comments

· Appears comments from outside interests/small minority groups get more attention than those from locals

· Not many people in New York lost their jobs because of environmentalists when the mill in Republic shut down

· When sales are appealed, it should be published in the newspaper – who appealed and why

· Air quality – becomes a “sticky wicket” – how to complain about smoke from forest fires without getting attention from EPA who will start looking at wood burning stoves 
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