Meeting Notes for October 21, 2006

Group 2

Attendees: Tom, Chelsea, Rodney, Mike, Dean, Vicki, Dave.
Recorder: Cammie; Facilitator: Sandy

Reaction to the Grid that captured agreements from previous discussion of this group: 
[The grid was revised to fill in gaps.  See the revision at the end of these notes.]
Highlights from the discussion on the grid
Preserve the existing motorized trails in the roadless and lightly roaded areas.  
OR
 Trade trails where possible – If trade is possible, Priority should be given to trails that give comparable experience.
In the lightly Roaded areas we want to keep the existing blend of motorized and non motorized uses. Also consider new uses of both types.
We’d like to see 
· Nice long trails of all types throughout the forest.
· Compatible uses on trails. This may mean different uses in different seasons and we may need to set up schedules for what uses are permitted on certain days.
The group really has concern about getting along with all kinds of users.  Share trails where possible, have respect for each other and conduct ourselves appropriately to protect the trails and be safe.  This will require user education.
Discussion About Maps

The following are items people shared as they looked over the maps in preparation for the meeting.

1) There’s an Ideal corridor for Non Motorized uses connecting East to West thru the forest.
2) Dave presented a map proposed by the Coalition that shows 3 uses by color.

Yellow – IRAs    
Blue – ¼ mile from a road  


Green – lightly roaded, more than ¼ mile from a road  
3) Mike – Wants to see Connecting Ridge trails, and see the Potential for extended trails such as Chewelah Ridge (Horseshoe Creek).
4) Chelsa – Wants us to identify areas on the map that don’t have excessive logging/ recovering areas.

5) Vicki – Wants us to identify Old pack trails on the map
6) Dean – Expressed his concern about giving up logging in roadless areas.  
Tom – spoke of Fire suppression & management (Harvest, thin, & burn)
Dave – shared a 3rd option – to restore some areas for prescribed fire

7) Dean- indicated the WUI areas (primary corridors) need fire prevention.
After lunch the group looked at 2 of the three map sections.
East side South of the Colville Forest
Check current uses by place referencing the handout titled “Colville Forest Plan Collaboration” Linda Fee (Sense of Place List) that shows the name of places, Activities & Aspect/Sense of Place.
Do the Guidelines for the Matrix for the “Blue” areas (Roaded Areas) match any current activity areas in this Region?
Concern about logging near trails was expressed. 
For example, don’t destroy trails while doing timber management. If logging occurs near a trail, restore the trail afterwards.   Collaboration with diverse interests should take place on logging that occurs near trails.

Collaboration Forest Wide should apply to all projects to be sure issues are addressed in advance.

Forest Services needs to identify project and site specific issues and invite collaboration.

Horse Trails and other uses added to maps during phase I of Recreation Management Plan (Sense of Place List) needs to be added to site Activity Lists (Chart).  Some of the activities identified during that process do not appear on this list such as horse trails & mountain bike areas.

See last page of these notes for edits to the Sense of Place List.
Green (lightly roaded) Areas

For clarification purposed: These are Special areas i.e. designated areas that protect wildlife habitat.  They appear as “green holes” in the Blue part of this map(roaded areas). MA areas – Pine Martin and Pileated Wood pecker
Specific Recommendations

Engage a collaborative group to explore the feasibility of restoring the route of the Gentleman’s ride of 30 years ago.  The goal would be to get to Chewelah Peak to Newport even through privately owned area. Extend to Jay Gould Ridge (Horseshoe RD) on ATVs and horses.  Trail is in place now from Usk to Nordman in the winter (snowmobile).  Chewelah Peak to Calispel Peak – Also an existing trail to restore.
IRAs (Yellow areas) 
For Lost Creek/Granite Peak (Potential IRA)

IF it becomes IRA- there should be no pursuit of swap of existing trails. No new motorized trails.
If it does not become an IRA, it applies to conditions in Green Areas (roaded).
Nothing in area should affect grazing except to avoid over grazing.   Requires proper grazing management.

Quartize Propsed IRA

If approved as IRA, Collaboration group needs to create planned uses and management of this area. i.e. ski area and use of motorized groomers. Designate it as a special nonroaded recreation area.
Sherwood Creek area below ridge on the SE side of the ridge preserved as non motorized

Horseshoe Basin/Creek

NW of ridge except below the ridge (noise buffer) to allow motorized groomers and other equipment needed for ski area.

Ask/Clarify for whole group about whether any of our recommendations will influence Wilderness areas.

Can Wilderness Designation Process be done when IRA is being considered?

East Side North

*Current motorized trails/roads in roadless areas – don’t want to see them go away.
But – Trade only if comparable alternative can be approved thru a collaborative group/process that includes users of traded use.

Don’t know the user conflicts in this area.  We need resource people who are familiar with this area to help us with this.
Existing vs proposed uses must include only legal uses.

Ambercrombie area (IRA) has roads all over it.  So why should it be considered roadless?  Invite some one to come and voice issues (as a resource to this group).
	
	Roaded Area (Blue)
	Lightly Roaded Area

( Green)
	Inventoried Roadless Area  (Yellow)

	
	Motorotorized and Nonmotorized Recreation Occurring
	Motorized and Nonmotorized Recreation Occurring
	Only Nonmotorized Recreation Occurring
	Motorized and Nonmotorized Recreation Occurring
	Only Nonmotorized Recreation Occurring

	WUI
	Both motorized and non motorized recreation should be emphasized
Forest Health activities are appropriate, with the exception of wildland fire.
	Mix, Keep existing and add new 
Consider new trails of both types
	Only nonmotorized recreation should be emphasized Consider new trails of both types & perhaps some exchange with Yellow (IRA)
	Only nonmotorized recreation should be emphasized. Consider swapping motorized trails to different area.
The following forest 
Special timber harvest

Vegetation projects.
	Only nonmotorized recreation should be emphasized.
health activities are appropriate
no farther than ¼ mile into IRA

	
	
	Some interchange may be possible between Yellow & Green areas
	Some interchange may be possible between Yellow & Green areas
	

	Non-WUI
	Both motorized and non motorized recreation should be emphasized
Forest Health activities are appropriate, - focus should be on restoration close to IRA’s and on sustainable harvest close to WUI’s
	
	Only nonmotorized recreation should be emphasized 
	Only nonmotorized recreation should be emphasized. Consider swapping motorized trails to different area.
The following forest

Vegetation projects,

fire.
	Only nonmotorized recreation should be emphasized.
health activities are appropriate

prescribed fire, and wildland


Edits to the Sense of Place List
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Pierre Lake 
 (by Republic)
N Fk Chewelah
(in East Side –South)

Add to activities: Horseback Riding & packing

Silver Cr/Sherlock
Add to activities: Mountain biking, 
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Pend Orielle Lakes Rec Area

Add to activities: Horseback Riding & packing
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Old Dominion
Add to activities: Horseback Riding & packing

Calispel

(in East Side –South)
Add to activities: Cross Country Skiing
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Abercrombie


Add to activities: Mountain biking

Middle Fork/Calispel

Add to activities: Horseback Riding & packing

(in East Side –South)

Sullivan Lake/Millpond
Add to activities: Mountain biking & Horseback Riding & packing at Lake to Hall Mtn

Sullivan Creek
Add to activities: Ice Fishing
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( All of the following are in East Side –South)

Noname, Cooks, Mystic, Lakes

Yocum, Lost and Leclerc, Tacoma & Cusick Creeks

Ruby Loop

Bead Lake/Martial Lake
Add to activities: Mountain biking & Horseback Riding & packing.  Need to restore bridge
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( All 4 of the following are in East Side –South)

Skookum Lakes/S. Baldy  

Add to activities: Horseback Riding & packing

(trail from S. Baldy to N. Baldy)

Browns Lake

Upper Wolf/Lower

P.O. River

Bunchgrass Meadows

Add to activities: Horseback Riding & packing

North P.O. River
Add to activities: how about exploration of old mines
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(the following 2 are in East Side –South)

Flowery Trail Corridor
Batey Bould

Harvey Creek



Add to activities: Horseback Riding & packing

Consider off hwy vehicles anywhere snowmobiles are except during events such as caribou calving.  Caution: this may not always apply.

