Complete Notes for Public Meeting Held in Cle Elum, WA, 10-14-03


A series of 12 public meetings was held in the fall of 2003 across the eastern portion of Washington State.  In addition, one public meeting was held in North Bend, WA located west of the Cascade Mountains.  This series of public meetings was the first round of face to face meetings sponsored by the Forest Service with two main objectives:  

· 1) inform the public about Forest Plan Revision and 

· 2) listen to what the public thinks needs to change in the Forest Plans.

Please note that it is not necessary to attend a public meeting in order to participate in Forest Plan Revision.  You may participate by contacting us via U.S. Mail, e-mail, or by phone.  Please see our home page for contact information.  

At each public meeting, the public was asked to answer two questions:  “What needs to change with the current Forest Plans?” and “What needs to change with current Forest Service Management of the National Forest?”
The following are complete public comments captured on flip charts by the Forest Service at the public meeting.  In addition, meeting notes taken by the Forest Service are included.  

Flip Chart Notes

Forest Plan Revision Public Meeting

Flip Chart Notes—Comments from the Public

October 14, 2003

Location:  Cle Elum, WA

What is broke with the Forest Plan or how can forest management be improved?

1. FTT- Good relations with Ranger District (example:  fire crew hand thinning round summer residences.

2. Teanaway Access-- increases in traffic to access Alpine Lakes.  Inadequate parking at Esmerelda, needs additional resources.

3. Teanaway- manage and allow higher intensity of use.  Get more Forest resources devoted to this area.

4. Winter Recreation-- like grooming.  Snowmobile to cabin.  Present situation seems to work well. 

5. High fire danger, thinning around summer home tracts is needed.  Improve defensible space.

6. High fire danger on whole forest.  Spruce budworm in Teanaway needs management.

7. Teanaway- management of ORV

8. Firewood permits and summer home permittees.  Seems inconsistently applied between permittees and camper/hunters.

9. Increase in demand, yet closing existing roads- decreasing accessible areas, by any other means than walking.  We should be increasing access instead of decreasing.

10.  Are we (F.S.) following our own rules (CFRS and FS. Manual) w/ regards to timely processing of plan of operations?

11. No more wilderness designation is necessary.

12. FS should follow through on commitments and procedures.

13. Maintain recreational access for all use types, including motorized.

14. ATV and 4WD need loops and continuous trails or permitting ATV use on unpaved FS roads.

15. Instead of adversarial attitude, foster and encourage cooperation between FS and forest users.

16. Who is the decision maker when there is a conflict between the CFRS and the Lands and Resource Management plan?

17. Motorized recreation is out of control.  Summer and Winter driving out non-motorized and wildlife impacts.  Increased since 80’s Forest Plan, need monitoring.

18. Need areas for ATV’s/motorized summer recreation

19. Need systematic method for closing trails

20. Meet grizzly habitat- grizzly recovery

21. Want increased protection of wildlife

22. road obliteration of roads that are not used—let them be “put to bed”

23. Control dispersed camping—how bad does it have to be before it gets shut down or you build a new campground?

24. Manage fire risk around structures

25. Biggest challenge is dealing with recreation to keep access but maintain natural resources

26. Urban Interface fire areas (Liberty and others)- is money available?  Will it be addressed by the plan?

27.  How much is enough for wildlife?  Need to clean up the forest.

28. Don’t want to lose Recreational access for all access types.

29. Can the plan be used to modify late successional reserve standards and guidelines?

30. Standards and guidelines should be county-wide.  Get input from county and locally.

31. Existing trails should be better maintained.  Ex. Windy Pass and N. Fork deep erosion needs to be controlled or people will want to close them.

32. Privatize roads, trails and campgrounds.  Similar to concessionaire permits.  Transfer state money to road maintenance.  

33. Everyone should have access to public lands. 

34. Want ATV’s (quads) to be legal on forest road and non-street legal motorcycles.

35. (not sure if you needed this one captured)  Flip chart shows and unusual drawing…. The words Standards, GF, and winter range are written in three sections of the drawing and then some sections are blank.  

Meeting Notes

 Forest Plan Revision Public Meeting 

Cle Elum Ranger District 

October 14, 2003
Rick Acosta: Facilitator 

Margaret Hartzell: Planner  

Catherine Stephenson: District Ranger

Kim Larned – Public Affairs

Kina Norris – Recorder

7:00 p.m. – Greeting

7:05 p.m. – Power Point Presentation by Margaret Hartzell 

Included:

Details of revision work

Timeline

How will the Northwest Forest Plan work with the new Forest Plan?

The Northwest Forest Plan amended the Forest Plan.  This plan will incorporate the Northwest Forest Plan and any amendments will only be for the Okanogan and Wenatchee National Forests.

7:30 p.m. – Questions


Key places to look at in Forest Plan for what is broken in:



What is Desirable?



Standards and Guidelines



Monitoring

1. The Forest Plan should be put to a vote:

This is not a vote, coming together to collaborate what is best for the forest.  Viewpoints will be expressed.



Decision making process:

Forest Service is a federal agency run by the federal government

The vote would need to include the entire nation, not a county

Forest Supervisor will make the decision on this matter, Jim Boynton

2. Clinton’s Roadless Rule

The rule looked at areas that do not have roads

The roads were inventoried and currently the rule is going through lawsuits.

Forest Plan will not affect the Roadless Rule

Changes in the roadless area cannot be made in Forest Plan Revision.

3. Mineral Resources

Okanogan Wenatchee Management Areas – Picture by Margaret 


Management Areas-


Each management area has standards that apply to it.

e.g. Explanation of mineral resources was read for General Forest

4. Who decides what is a “timely manner.”

FS has other directions including the CFRs

7:50 p.m. – Break to small groups

8:15 p.m. – Key comments from groups:

Group 1

1. Does the FS follow their own rules?

2. Improve interaction with FS and users?

3. Clarify decision making and appeal process?

Group 2:

1. Fire danger is high

Thinning by cabins has benefited forest users, lowers risk of fires from cabin users, and also benefited cabin owners from forest fires started by forest users.

Thinning should be done on the whole forest to prevent fires

2. Teanaway forest use is high

Road is worn out

Use has increased so much that management needs to be monitored for higher use


Group 3

1. Fire – gone over by previous group

2. Forest needs more areas open for ORVs

Group 4

1. Motorized Usage

There have been changes in machines and where they can go since document was written.

User conflicts between motorized and non-motorized

Wildlife conflicts

Look at big picture on motorized and non-motorized use

2. Road System

There are more roads than can be managed, possibly close some

Whole Group Discussion:


Motorized:



Possibly open FS roads to ATVs to maybe prevent cross-country travel

Trails for ATVs do not always connect, look at making circuits or allow ATVs on FS roads

There are both summer and winter problems that will be looked at


Campsites

Need for vendors to patrol, keep an eye on, all camping areas or close down campsites.

People should practice take it in and take it out – personal responsibility

Dispersed recreation – only creates a mess, needs to be monitored

Some dispersed area (Teanaway areas) people are being careful about cleaning up because they do not want to come back to a messy campsite, but they are being overused and are killing vegetation, hardening the ground.

Public meetings will go through December and we will hopefully have information by January.

8:30 p.m. - Meet adjourned 
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