Summary

Eastern Washington Cascades and Yakima 

Provincial Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting

June 14, 2007

Attendees:  
1. Gus Bekker (forest conservation)

2. Jim Boynton (Forest Supervisor, Okanogan and Wenatchee National Forests)
3. Howard Briggs (recreation & tourism interests)
4. Steve Buck (public-at-large)

5. Lee Carlson (Yakama Nation)
6. Barry Donohue (environmental interests)

7. Bill Ford (recreation & tourism interests)
8. June Helbig (recreation interests)
9. Lynda Hofmann (Washington State Dept. of Fish & Wildlife)
10. Scott King (wildlife interests)

11. Nick Martinez (grazing interests)
12. Mike McFeeley (forest products industry)
13. Saundie McPhee (public-at-large)

14. Dale Neuman (recreation & tourism interests)
15. Dick Rieman (environmental interests)
16. Ron Simon (timber interests)
17. Walt Smith (public-at-large)

18. Jen Watkins (environmental interests)
19. Cynthia Wilkerson (environmental interests, for Susan Crampton)
Observer: Phil Aune (American Forest Resource Council) 
Forest Service attendees:  Jim Boynton (Forest Supervisor), Margaret Hartzell (Forest Plan Revision Team Leader), Deb Kelly (Public Affairs Specialist, Forest Plan Revision Team), Robin DeMario (note taker), Lisa Therrell (Recreation Specialist, Forest Plan Revision Team)
Facilitator:  Susan Hayman  

Meeting Objectives (see Attachment 1, Agenda):

1. Wrap-up the wilderness evaluation process
2. Propose management for IRAs not recommended for wilderness 
3. Determine what’s next for the PAC
Handouts:
1. Handout packet (Agenda, Summary of PAC wilderness evaluation [dated June 14, 2007], Option 4 – Special considerations [dated June 14, 2007], Summary of PAC Rec and Veg Management Themes).
2. Pie Charts – Management Themes by IRA

3. Summaries/wilderness evaluations from March and May PAC meetings

4. Appendix 4 from “A Work in Progress…,” July 2006.

5. Draft Travel Management Newsletter

6. Recreation Facility Site Master Planning

Note: Attachment 2 contains the transcribed information captured on flip charts during the meeting. Attachment 3 contains meeting notes captured on laptop by Robin DeMario during the course of discussion.

Welcome and Introductory Remarks: 
Susan Hayman opened the meeting, and asked for PAC members, Forest Service personnel, and observers to introduce themselves. 
Forest Supervisor Jim Boynton provided the following opening remarks:

· Thanked Susan for facilitation work with the PAC.

· Announced his retirement on August 3. Jim has enjoyed working with groups like the PAC for the last 39 years. Jim and his wife plan to remain in the area.  

· Announced that Becki Heath has been selected as the new Forest Supervisor beginning August 6. Jim and Becky will be transitioning leadership during the week of July 23.  

· Impressed with how the PAC operates and deals with one another, and thanked the PAC.

Margaret Hartzell updated the PAC on the planning rule. In summary, the court ruled that the Forest Service made some procedural errors when adopting the 2005 planning rule; the Forest Service is now fixing those procedural errors. Although the Forest Service is enjoined from using the 2005 planning rule, the Okanogan-Wenatchee Forest Plan Revision Team continues to work on those areas of forest plan revision that are not unique to the 2005 planning rule. The Forest Service (Washington, D.C.) is preparing a draft EIS for the new planning rule, and expects it to be publicly available any day now. Margaret expects to see the final EIS in December. If these timeframes are followed, a new planning rule will be in place by January 2008. 
Susan provided an overview of the materials in the handout packet, and reviewed the meeting agenda.  

IRA Management Recommendations:

Margaret opened this segment of the meeting with a reminder about the Roadless Area Conservation Rule currently back in effect on all national forests, and that has implications for roadless area management on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest. She reviewed the handout containing information on current restrictions and permission in inventoried roadless areas while the national rule is in effect.
Susan reviewed the Summary of the PAC Wilderness Evaluations (handout). In review of this material, PAC members identified two inconsistencies with the table and their recollection of the discussion. The first was disagreement that a final consensus decision was not made on the Long Swamp IRA at the May meeting. The second was disagreement that the PAC supported a wilderness recommendation for the Railroad Creek area. The group agreed to focus on the “Option 4” table in the morning, and review these inconsistencies during the afternoon discussion.
Susan introduced the breakout group activities for reviewing considerations for those IRAs the PAC recommended for management of roadless characteristics, though not recommended for wilderness designation. She reminded the group of the resources in their handout packets, and on their tables:

1. Meeting summaries/wilderness evaluations: From the March and May PAC meetings 
2. Roadless Rule Reminder:  Current IRA management “sideboards”

3. Option #4:  Special considerations from the  PAC evaluation process

4. Pie Charts:  % of PAC recommended management themes by IRA
5. Maps:  Overlays of PAC recommended management themes on IRAs
6. Appendix 4:  Descriptions of vegetation/recreation management themes from the July 2006 “A Work in Progress…”
The purpose of the activity was to identify considerations for Forest Service management of IRAs not recommended for wilderness designation. Drawing upon previous recommendations developed by the PAC, the three breakout groups focused on a specific set of IRAs (see table below) to answer the following question for each assigned IRA: Do the PAC recommendations for veg/rec management themes, plus “special considerations” provide adequate guidance for how these IRAs should be managed?” If not, then the breakout groups were asked to note additional considerations and share these with the full PAC during the afternoon discussion.
	Small Groups
	Wilderness Evaluation Assignments

	Wenatchee South:  Mike McFeeley, Saundie McPhee, Howard Briggs, Lee Carlson, Dale Neuman, and Steve Buck
	Teanaway, Alpine Lakes 5-Icicle, Alpine Lakes 3, 9, 10

	Wenatchee North:  Bill Ford, Dick Rieman, Jen Watkins, Nick Martinez, Ron Simon and June Helbig
	Entiat/Chelan - Myrtle, North Fork, Pyramid (south), Rock Creek SE, Twin Lakes, 

Entiat/Chelan – Domke, Lightning, Copper



	Okanogan: Gus Bekker, Cynthia Wilkerson, Scott King, Walt Smith, Lynda Hofmann, and Barry Donahue   
	Liberty Bell, Long Swamp, Pasayten Rim (Billy Goat) Sawtooth/Kangaroo Ridge, North Chelan-Sawtooth backcountry 


There was some discussion about how areas are currently managed now. Margaret said that how areas are being managed now is not necessarily how the Forest Plan says it should be managed. She asked the PAC to identify how they felt they should be managed. There was also a request for the mapping criteria used to identify the PAC recommendation overlays; Margaret said that that information was available for those interested.
The PAC split into three groups, and spent approximately 45 minutes discussing their assigned IRAs. When the full group reconvened, Susan stepped through each IRA while the breakout groups suggested any additional considerations for management of these areas. The PAC then either endorsed the breakout group’s recommendations, or discussed and refined them. In many instances, the breakout group recommendation was to the leave the special considerations “as is” from the original PAC evaluation at the March and May meetings.

Attachment 4 contains the Updated Summary of PAC Wilderness Evaluations; Attachment 5 contains the Updated Option 4 Special Considerations that resulted from this discussion.
Suggestions/Considerations for Mgt of IRAs not Recommended for Wilderness
Twenty-two IRAs on the Okanogan-Wenatchee Forests’ inventory of wilderness suitability were not evaluated by the PAC. Since the PAC did not evaluate all the IRAs, the Forest Service was interested in general suggestions or considerations that they should use when evaluating the remaining IRAs on the inventory. These suggestions or considerations would be based on the experience from the PAC on those IRAs they did evaluated. Statements were collected from PAC members (Attachment 2 – Flip Charts, flip chart pages 7-8). The group discussed the statements, and reached consensus on five of them. These consensus statements are listed below. For the full list of proposed suggestions/considerations, see Attachment 2 – Flip Charts (flip chart pages 7-8). 
· Apply Veg/Rec management themes the PAC developed.

· Manage areas for wildland urban interface issues, fuels reduction, and noxious weeds according to PAC veg management theme recommendations.

· Existing rec uses are an important consideration.

· Wildlife and ecological interests and needs are an important consideration.

· Consider the importance of economic viability for communities.

Individual Comments on Unevaluated IRAs:
PAC members asked for the opportunity to provide individual comments on IRAs not evaluated by the PAC (due to time constraints/evaluation of high/mod-high capability IRAs only). These comments were not discussed by PAC members; just recorded on flip charts. Attachment 2 – Flip Charts (flip chart pages 9-11) contains these comments as captured on flip charts by Susan Hayman.

Observer Comments:                   
Phil Aune:  You got through the biggest questions on categorizing high, moderate, and low designations. Another kudo is about backcountry recreation. A lot of options are still open—that’s where you should be at this stage of the process. In regards to what is going on in roadless areas, there is very little discretion due to the 2001 Roadless Rule. The 2001 Roadless Rule is getting more and more solid; there is not that much discretion in the IRAs.

Celebratory Break!
Susan said that she and Kathy Bond really enjoyed their experience with the PAC and the Forest Service during the past year, and wished them all the best as they moved forward.

Jim expressed his appreciation to the PAC for their hard work, and the contribution they made to the “wonderful journey” of his career. Jim (ably assisted by Margaret and Debbie Kelly) handed out certificates of appreciation and engraved wooden pens to each PAC member. PAC members expressed their appreciation to each other for their work together, and to Jim on his retirement. An autographed picture of PAC members with Jim Boyton (taken earlier in the meeting) was provided to Jim, and a copy will be presented to Paul Hart when he returns from leave.

Debbie announced that the PAC recharter date is Oct. 17, and that the next PAC meeting is proposed for Oct. 5 or Oct. 12.  

What’s Next for the PAC:

Travel Management

Tom Graham provided an update for Travel Management. The Travel Management process is a 6-step process; the Forest has completed the first two steps and is now at step 3--the travel analysis process. This is an attempt to define where motor vehicles will be allowed to operate on National Forest lands. Public meetings were held last summer; more public meetings/open houses are scheduled to occur in late July. The Forest will have spreadsheets available at the open house/public meetings which display how they have used public input so far. The travel management changes will only pertain to summer motorized use; they will not affect snowmobile use on the national forest. The final Motor Vehicle Use Map, which will be available in 2010, will show all areas where motor vehicles are allowed on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forests.  
A brief Q&A followed Tom’s presentation. Attachment 2 – Flip Chart notes (flip chart pages 12-13) contains these Q&As as captured on flip charts by Susan Hayman.

Recreation Facility Site Master Planning
Amy Tinderholdt:  This is a 5-year process. This process looks at all of our developed recreation sites on the forest (the sites that have some kind of facilities)—campgrounds, trailheads, picnic areas, areas where there are rest rooms, garbage service, etc. The outcome of this will be a 5-year program of work for developed recreation sites which could consist of changing the season of use for a site, changing the use of a site, reducing or eliminating services or facilities at a site, or even closing a site. Sense of place notes from the previous public meetings are located on the Forest Plan web site.

Steps of the process:

Step 1:   Prepare and update database (that has facility information in it)

Step 2:   Gather public input on the recreation program “Niche” (which will provide a picture of what the Forest recreation program will look like in the future) and Management Strategies

Step 3 and Step 4:  Rank sites objectively—look at each site, see what is being provided, determine if Forest is meeting public needs at the site, look at costs and revenues for each site, etc.

Step 5:   Propose a program of work. Public meetings are scheduled for June 14 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Okanogan – Wenatchee National Forests Headquarters office, on June 28 in Ellensburg, and on July 14 in Okanogan.

Step 6:   Finalize the program of work

Step 7:   Initiate site specific public participation

A brief Q&A followed Amy’s presentation. Attachment 2 – Flip Chart notes (flip chart page 14) contains these Q&As as captured on flip charts by Susan Hayman.

Closing:
The meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Susan Hayman, Facilitator
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