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Colville National Forest

Forest Plan Collaboration Meeting

November 11, 2006

“The SNAGS” (Group 1)
Note Taker:
Faith
Facilitator:
Jackie
Participants:
Steve Anthes (Malo)


James Schumacher (Curlew)

Llyod McGee (Colville)


Sue Coleman (Republic)

Jack Sherry (Metaline Falls)

John Magoteaux (Curlew)

Brad Elliot (FAFB – Survival)

Barbee Scheibrier

Brad Miller




Frank Judge
Jasmine Minbashian (Bellingham – Conservation NW)

Welcome

Welcome and greetings were exchanged. Updated email and addresses so all could receive report of today’s discussion.  Sue Coleman – 30 Horseshoe Lane, Republic WA 99166;  Barbee Scheibner – setanketb@cet.com
Agenda

Reviewed agenda for the day.  One new item - group discussion and agreement on accepting new members into the process at this time.

Discussion about allowing new people into the group.
Some thoughts shared during the discussion:
· We should use the same criteria as when Jasmine arrived.  Jasmine came as a visitor to observe in preparation for becoming an alternate.  Jasmine did not sign up as official alternate during first couple of meetings.

· Keep an open, public process

· Should find out why the new people have showed up

· Welcome the person/people. . . if he/she/they don’t “jive” with the group, then we can “black ball” them (tongue-in-cheek).
· Maybe these (new) people heard about the meetings just recently.
· We’ve already lost representation of certain groups in this group (and need replacements).

New People – Agreement  
1. Welcome everyone to observe
2. Too late to participate in decision-making

3. Listen to their new ideas

4. Each group is strong enough to continue with process as started
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Review of Notes and Grid from October 21, 2006 Meeting
Number 4 under “GRID” REVIEW needs to be restated (more similar to the last statement on page 3).  It should read:  “Swaps: If any motorized trail is ‘exchanged’ for one in another location (in order to make a non-motorized IRA), the new trail has to offer an equivalent experience.  The group does not want to give up one trail before the new trail is in place.  There will not be a net loss of trails.”
Because we completed our mapping exercise at the October 21 Meeting, we were asked to discuss the Five New Ideas proposed by other groups during the reporting session that day.   Our task: to clarify the idea; discuss and decide if we agreed that it was a good idea; to provide a short description of the idea and recommend why it should be done; identify issues or concerns that may have to be worked out for it to proceed.  If we didn’t agree with the proposed idea, we were to list our concerns and alternative suggestions.  We completed four of the five ideas.
	FIVE  IDEAS – PROPOSED October 21


1.
Military Training Area (MTA) – Proposed by Group 1 -  Sgt Brad Elliot
Fairchild Air Force Base Survival Training - current Parker Lake Closure Area
Discussion / description:
The area would be a military training area for the survival school of Fairchild Air Force Base.   This is for survival school only.  It is not a military firing range.  The area would not be closed to the public. MA 6 & 8 (winter range) along lots of Tacoma Creek Rd.  FAFB will be there beginning  next winter for the next five years.  Want flexibility with Forest Service to use winter area.  Currently 1.5 miles of plowing roads per sq. mile in winter range between Dec. 1 and Mar. 31.  Can’t get to certain training areas unless on foot.  Making the area an MTA would give FAFB closer relationship with biologist.  
Access into winter range would allow AF to be better stewards of the forest by granting access into areas previously never used.

Goal is to rotate usage by staying out of an area for up to 10 years to allow that area to regenerate – to grow back.
If FAFB did open a road during winter range time, they would put a gate on the road to limit access to their vehicles only.  No snowmobiles, other trucks allowed.

Area would not be closed to the public.  Timber harvest helps the FAFB Survival Training, as this enables us to set up our shelters (21’ x 80’) on the old skid roads which decreases the impact to the ground.  If loggers are plowing the road, it affects the amount of road the FAFB can plow and vice versa.

Are there any similar areas on FS land elsewhere?  Snowy Plover area (on the coast outside of Tillamook, OR) is another training area.  Neles Range in Nevada is a bombing range on Forest Service property.  Another equivalent area is in California near Bishop on Forest Service property.

Agreement
The Snags (Group 1) agree with this proposed idea and believe it is worth pursuing.
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Strengths:

· Not overusing one area

· Responsible management

· Designation as training area strengthens idea it won’t be wiped off map someday

· Cooperation between military & Forest Service

· Open to public access

· Having official name for area helps public identify the area

· Formalize relationship with agency / improve communication w/biologist

· Managed area – plan for security

Concerns:

· Areas inside proposed MTA consist of winter range
· Enforcement of non-motorized status during winter range period / illegal vehicle 
· Use in winter range area
2.
Quartzite Cliffs  - Special Features Area – Proposed by Group 4
Discussion / description 
Propose the Quartzite Cliffs, close to Chewelah be designated as a special use area for its cultural and scenic values.  A possible “demonstration” area.  The area around Chewelah (not FS land) eventually will become an area valued for its’ recreational opportunities.  The Quartizite Cliffs could become a model for good stewardship and become a special use area.  Special use (special interest) areas are interesting, special or rare areas.  Once designated those areas are managed to protect for the qualities  that warranted the designation.  More ground information was requested as restrictions could be placed on the area once designated – therefore Group 4 proposed the area become a “special feature” area, rather than a special interest area. (The entire “red lettered paragraph was taken from the October 21 idea suggested by Group 4.
What is unique about this area?  What is a Special Feature Area?

Sounds like by giving it a special name, it will be more of an attraction.

Is the purpose of the designation just to put the place on the map?  An invitation for people to come and see and enjoy?  Wilderness area near town(s).
Debbie: No motorized activity in the area now; proposal by people in Chewelah to have non-motorized trails developed there; it is on backside of 49° N ski area; want provisions that if the ski area wanted to make runs there that it would be okay
Check to see if DNR is proposing to sell/swap adjacent land.

Agreement

The Snags (Group 1) agree with this proposed idea and believe it is worth pursuing 
Strengths:

· Set up demonstration projects, stewardship projects; 
· About 800 acres; 
· Has a social value (education capacity);
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· Bring more tourists up to ski area; 
· Could call it a “Demonstration Area”; 
· Collaboration among agencies (state, local, federal)
· Near growing area
· One-of-a-kind area
· Within Restoration RMA designation
· Educational opportunity
· Community involvement
· Close to Spokane
· Potential for improving trail systems close to a community
· Puts Chewelah on the map
· Planned use for expected growth
· Potential model for other places in the nation

Concerns:

· Funding (signs, maps, tour guide, maintenance)

· Puts Chewelah on the map
· Potential overuse
· What agency will manage? How funded?
3.
Create Extended Trails – Proposed by Group 2 
There is an ideal corridor for non-motorized uses connection east to west through the forest.  Develop connecting ridge trails and the potential for extended trails such as Chewelah Ridge (Horseshoe Creek).  Identify old pack trails on the map.  
Recommend:  Engage a collaborative group to explore the feasibility of restoring the route of the Gentleman’s Ride of 30 years ago.  The goal would be to get to Chewelah Peak to Newport even through privately owned areas.  Extend to Jay Gould Ridge (Horseshoe Road) on ATV’s and horses.  Trail is in place now from Usk to Nordman in the winter (snowmobile).  Chewelah Peak to Calispel Peak – also an existing rail to restore.
We ran out of time so were not able to discuss this proposal.
4.
Dominion Hiking Trails – Proposed by Group 3 
Area is in shadow of Dominion Mountain between the Middle Fork & South Fork of Mill Creek. 2000-3000 acres lightly roaded – partially WUI and partially non-WUI.  Good place to develop newer trails at lower elevation. Make it a recreation area (hiking, mountain biking, horseback riding).  No motorized trail system there but two spurs go 
into the area.  Most of area has old overgrown roads which are un-drivable, but could be used for hiking and biking.  Old roads could be linked as trails.  There is a need for low elevation recreation uses close to town. Manage as a recreation area?  Have a primitive campground?  Any possible timber harvest would have to be coordinated so as not to impact trails.  Could be a conflict if used by both motorized & non-motorized.
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Agreement

The Snags (Group 1) agree with this proposed idea and believe it is worth pursuing 

Strengths:

· Potential “swap site” area

· Roaded, abandoned old roads

· Recreation Area – hiking, horse, Mt. bikes

· No motorized system – two spurs there, un-drivable

· Could link trails

· Only 8 miles from Colville

· Build non-motorized trails

· Need for low elevation recreation close to town

· Accessible as early as March rather than June

· Manage as recreation

· Primitive campground
· Opportunity for low-level mountain bikers

Questions:

· Would trail users even want timber harvest in the area?

· Timber harvest could be done in winter.

· Question: Isn’t this the kind of thing that can be solved in the Phase II Recreation Planning on the Forest Plan?

Concerns:
· Conflict with motorized users.

· Timber harvest – (recreation & timber harvest are compatible)

· Recreationalists need to understand this. 
· Needs to be compatible with NEWFC (Northeast Washington Forestry Coalition) 
· Funding and management
5.
Granite Mountain / Lost Creek IRA – Proposed by Group 3
Consider area as a semi-primitive, motorized area where swapped motorized trails from

IRA’s near the Kettle Crest could be placed. 


(Note – there is not agreement within Group 3 on this proposal – so they reported it as a “possible idea”)
Strengths:

· Leave as motorized IRA.
· Well-known area

Concerns:
· Swapping with motorized trails from IRAs near the Kettle Crest not a good idea. 
· Need to swap trails that are in the same county. 

· Must be agreed to by user groups
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	WILDERNESS   EVALUATION



Think about the “benefits” and “trade-offs” of wilderness; share your ideas with the

group - be open minded.  As a group, review the Wilderness Considerations; consider 

the benefits and trade-offs for each IRA or groupings of IRA’s.  Look for common

ground.  Record the differences.
Benefits & Trade-offs – Personal Worksheets (not all comments were recorded)

Benefits:
Natural areas are becoming scare


Population increase impacts


Clean water, air


Great place to hunt, fish


Generate income for local economy


Habitat for threatened species


Increases tourism


Losing more wilderness areas each year


Benefit to future generations


Potential to find a balance on the land mass


Intrinsic value of a wilderness to the urbanites


Provides nostalgic, old west, pioneer experience


Some of least-disturbed places on the planet


Most of area won’t be accessible to everyone


Forest tree seeds

Trade offs:
Dirty water, air (fire, Ex. Tripod)

Difficult to maintain wilderness near population center


Difficult to maintain trails w/o motorized equip.


Elimination of some types of user groups

Leads to “scorched earth policy” (fires run rampant)


Controlling use (overuse)


Shut people out of one area, so they end up going somewhere else


Eliminates bicycles & chainsaws

Random fact: Only 3% of visits to National Forests are visits to wilderness.
BLOCK 1  - PEND-ORIELLE COUNTY

Salmo-Priest A, B, C & Adjacent
Harvey Creek

Hall Mountain

Grassy Top

South Fork Mountain
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Benefits:

· Adjacent to only protected wilderness area on Forest

· Important wildlife habitat – grizzly, caribou
· Could expand “wild area”

· Potential economic benefits to Metaline Falls & Ione

· Future use

· Biologically unique

· Not losing wood fiber utilization due to steep, rocky terrain and not a lot of timber
Trade-offs: 

· Questionable economic benefit
· Loss of other economic benefit if land was used for other purposes
· Don’t know who is adversely affected by wilderness designation (use permits unknown)
· People in nearby towns that enjoy recreation not allowed in wilderness will lose out
· Forgo mineral extraction
· Loss of mountain bike use
· Need for trail swapping in Salmo-Priest B (mountain bike trails already exist)
· Checkerboard ownership around IRA, WUI overlap (Harvey Creek)

BLOCK 2  - Primarily STEVENS COUNTY
Abercrombie

Quartzite

Granite / Lost Creek

Lost Granite has motorized trails.
High recreation area

East side of Granite / Lost Creek has one trail
Benefits:

· Abercrombie 32,000 acres – great attraction
· Provides nice balance to rest of landscape
· Watershed for Metaline and Metaline Falls out of Granite and Lost Creek
· Beautiful, scenic

· Will become more valuable; demand for wilderness areas will increase

· Easy access

· Wildlife habitat/corridor

· Potential to connect to Provincial parks
· Abercrombie is a healthy elk area; suitable for black bears
· Abercrombie benefit reaches as far as Spokane (large area, on the map)

· Quartzite – potential economic benefit to Chewelah
· Economic benefit to 49° N

Trade-offs:

· Lose the ability to clear trail with a chainsaw

· Can’t use mountain bikes or motorized bikes
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· Lack of funds to maintain trail system

· Lack of volunteers

· Granite – already heavily motorized

· Quartzite – ski resort needs room for expansion

Comment: A lot of these values can be maintained in an IRA (without making the area a wilderness).  Rebuttal: IRAs can be changed and acres can be lost.
Comment: We have a better chance of making suggestions as to how IRAs are used then we do to make something wilderness.

BLOCK 3 -  FERRY COUNTY

Kettle Range
Benefits:

· Contains national recreation trail
· Potential economic gain for Spokane, Republic, Colville and other communities
· Well-known (locally)
· Wilderness designation supported by a group for 30 years
· Will increase name recognition statewide
· No other wilderness area in the state has lower elevation, old-growth ponderosa pine

· (13 Mile area); unique forest type
· Very popular area for non-motorized recreation
· Critical habitat for threatened species (lynx)
· Kettle Crest ridgeline has low timber value (no great loss)
· Highway 20 that passes through the area is a National Scenic Byway; 
· Preserving the area as wilderness will provide a great “viewshed”.
· Provides solitude from hustle & bustle
· Safeguards wilderness values for the future (reduces pressure of development)
Trade-offs:
· Lose the ability to use a mechanical form of treatment to maintain certain types of animal habitat
· Cannot mechanically maintain trails (chainsaws)
· May generate local controversy (resolution/petition signed by local folks against wilderness designation)
· Loss of jeep trails (Owl Mountain, Twin Sisters, Hoo Doo, South Huckleberry); need to find alternative trail sites
· Loss of use of mountain bikes
· High-value timber in lower elevations will not be available
· Property values increase - price locals out
· Loss of ability to use wagons on old stagecoach road
· Possibly lose solitude with increased use
Recommend exemption to allow use of stagecoach in wilderness.
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BLOCK 4  - WESTERN FERRY COUNTY

Jackson Creek

Bodie Mountain

Clackamas Mountain (small portion; majority is on Okanogan-Wenatchee Forest)

Benefits:

· Potential economic benefits to Republic

· Good wildlife habitat
· Jackson Creek & Bodie Mtn: One wilderness area that is closest to Kettle River watershed
· “Viewshed”

· Supports collaboration between two National Forests
· Potential benefit to Okanogan County (Fact: Only 1% of wilderness in Washington is east of the Okanogan River.)
· Clackamas – rare, beautiful area; pristine area

· Bodie Mtn. has historic fire lookout
Trade-offs:

· New section of Bodie Mtn. will be difficult to manage because of isthmus (almost disconnected);  surrounded by roads; small area
· Timber value loss
Question:
Is there another level between IRA and wilderness?  It is possible to designate an area as “Primitive backcountry roadless recreation area” which is an administrative designation (as opposed to a congressional designation for a wilderness). 
≈      ≈      ≈
Note: When the afternoon session (Wilderness Evaluation) began, it was recommended that we first identify the benefits and trade-offs for each IRA or group of IRA’s, then decide which ones we wanted to recommended as Wilderness areas.   Throughout the discussions there was cooperation and collaboration, suggesting that the areas discussed were solid candidates for Wilderness designation. However, when the “Wilderness” question was posed, firm opposition was voiced and it became quite clear that “common ground” could not be attained within the few remaining minutes before recessing to the Whole Group Closing Session. Therefore, The Snags’ (Group 1) work is incomplete.  We did not have time to discuss the differences nor to seek “common ground” in recommending areas for the Wilderness designation..
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