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Figure 1: Vicinity Map of the Bitterroot National Forest. 

In the drier valley floor and lower foothills there is an arid-lands mix of 
grasslands, shrublands, and ponderosa pine. Mid elevations receive more 
moisture where plant communities of Douglas-fir, lodgepole pine, and 
western larch grow. Higher elevations produce Engelmann spruce, 
subalpine fir, subalpine larch and whitebark pine. 

The Bitterroot National Forest is home to many species of wildlife, from 
larger animals like mule deer, white-tailed deer, elk, bighorn sheep, 
mountain goat, black bear, wolf, mountain lion, and moose to many 
varieties of smaller animals and birds. Wildlife viewing areas offer people 
the opportunity to appreciate these animals in their natural habitat. Alpine 
lakes, mountain reservoirs, fast running streams, and the meandering 
Bitterroot River offer anglers the opportunity to fish for westslope cutthroat, 
brook, rainbow, and brown trout.  

People have inhabited southwestern Montana for at least 10,000 years. The 
Bitterroot National Forest encompasses a rich and diverse cultural 
landscape, ranging from ancient Tribal trails and hunting camps to historic 
Forest Service lookouts. The Forest is part of the traditional homeland of 
the Bitterroot Salish people, who continue to exercise treaty rights on Forest 
lands. 
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