


BACKGROUND

Under the 1988 Dmnibus Oregon Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act, a fifty-nine mile segment of the Sycan
River was designated as Wild and Scenic. The
Sycan was ane of forty rivers added w the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Systern within the State of Oregon.
The Act requirss Faderal agencies to prepare a
comprchensive management plan for cach river
under their administration.

Theriver management plan provides forprotection
and enhancement of resource values in the river
corridor, and al.ows for public use and enjcyment
of thoseresource values, The plan [wither provides
the necessary direction for the river corridor and
adjacent areas that affect the cormidor. Manage-
ment activities sutside the Wild and 3cenic River
baundanas mnst pmtert the values for which the
river was designated.

Becauss the Sycan Wild and Sesnie River flows
threugh both the Fremont and Wizema National
Forest, path of thess forests have worked together
to develop the Sycan Wild and Scenic River Man-
agement Plan. The Fremont Mational Forest was
designated as the lead Forest for the river planning
process, hawever, cach Forcst will be responsible
for on-the-ground management of its pertion of the
management area {the river and river cormder).

Incuded in the Sycan W&S River Management
Planisa description of the desired condition forthe
river corridor, as well as standards and guidelines
and possible management aetions designed to
achieve the desired condition for the river comidor.
Additionally, a monitoring pian is prov.ded to
engure effective and timely implementation of the
river managem.ent plan.

OUTSTANDINGLY REMARKABLE
RIVER VALUES

Qutstandingly Remarkable Values (OR Vs) are those
values which cause a nver to be designated by
Congress as Wild and Scenic under the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act. These values are determmuned by
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comparing the resources of the river under study
with the resources of nthar rivers in the region
Those values which are found to beunique, rare, or
exemplary and are significant at a regional or
national level are considered “outstandingly re-
markable”™. Forthe Sycan W&S River, theregional
arca was Klamath and Lake Counlies, this ared is
within SCORP region: 9 and 11,

The Outstandingly Remarkable Values for which
the Sycan River was designated are:

SCENIC: Thebasalt canyon and water sculp-
turcd beoulders, the vastngss and panorarmic
view of the Sycan Marsh, and the diversity of
vegetation are either unigue or exemplay
fealures in the rzgion.

GEQLOGIC: The steep, narrow basalt can-
yonandthe gigantic water sculptured boulders
in the Coyote Rucket area ars vary uniqie
geo.ogic features,

FISHERIES: The diversity of fich species
within the river, including several category 2
sensitive species is especially unique. ‘LThe
river also provides an opportunity to restore
and’or improve habi:tat for two threstened and
endangered species.

WILDLIFE: The diversity of species, includ-
ing sensitive and threatened species, and wet-
land habitai of the Sycan Marsh arcunique in
the region. The Sycan Marsh also has te
highest concentration of nesting greater san-
dhill crangs in the United States.

RELATIONSHIP OF THE PLAN
TO THE FOREST L& RMP

Mational Forest planming ie accemplished ar the
progrunmatic Jevel and through individual project
plans. Forest Land and Resource Managemen:
Plans (Forest LE&2MPs), provide forest-wide and
area-specific standards end guidelines, and are
developed at the programmatic level of planming,
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Forest L&RMPs are the result of extensiveanalysis
of the ourputs and effects of a range of slternatives
which is documnented in an sccompanying Envi-
ronmental mpact Statement (EIS). Public input iy
considered atgeveral points throughout the analy-
sis, The final Forest L&ERMP is based on the
alternative selected a9 the Preferred Alternative by
the}d:cisinn maker (generally the Forest Supervi-
07},

River management plans are also devel gt the
programmatic level and are tiered to the Forest
LERMP. Implemcntation ¢of the standards and
guidelines within a river managmment plan may
call for amending the Forest LERMP to which it
was tiezed. Implementation of the Sycan Wild and
Scenic River Managsment Plan will require the
amendment of both the Fremont and Winema
L&RMPs in order to inco e now and
revised standards and guidelines described in the
River Managernent Plan,

Individusl project plans are designed io achieve tha
goals and objectives of the programmatic level
plang and are often tiered to 3 tic lewel
plan, Site-specific NEPA analysis must be don=
for sach individual project plan, however. For
exarmple, the menagement actions listed in the
Sycan Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
will be carried out through individual project plans
which are tiered in a NEPA analysis to the River
Managemeni Plan.

MANAGEMENT ROLES OF
OTHER AGENCIES

Successful implementation of tha Sycan Wild and
Scenic River Management Plan will require close
coordination and cooperation betwoen nuxenous
federal, state and locsl povemment agencies. The
primary roles and responsibilities of these manage-
ment partners ars outlined below. Specific plans
and policies thatmay affect the degignated comridor
ate described umder the agency responeible for that
plan or policy.

FEDERAL AGENCIRE

Forest Service
The Fremont asd Winema Mational Foregts ars

responsible for managing and administering the
National Forest Systemn lands within the Sycan
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Wé&S River corridor. Each Forest will be respon-
sible for on-the-ground management of ils portion
of the river comridor. Full implenacntation of the
management plan will, however, require close
coordination among the two Forests, Klamath and
Lake Counties, the Klamath Tribe and scveral of
the Oregon State agenciez which have jurisdiction
in the area,

Bly Ranger District on the Fremont, and Chiloguin
District cn the Wineana will be the primary
public contact for issues relating to the Wild and
Scenic Rivermanagement, including: safety, pub-
lic information and educaticn, special use permit
compliance, resource protoction, projoct planning
and implementation, and monitoring of aocial and
physical conditions on and along the river.

‘The Federal goverunent docs nothave authority o
regulate what happens on private land within or
outside of the Wild and Scenic River. Land use
¢ontrols on mrivate lndsarc 1olcly a mater of stalc
and local county zoning.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act specifically pro-
hibiss the use of condemnation in the fae title
purchase of lands if 50 percent or more of the land
within the boundary s atready in public ownership,
as ixthe cagewith the Sycan Wild and Scenic River.
The W&SR’s Act does pravide the Federal govern-
ment with anthotity to purchase land from willing
scllern, or enter mto land exchanges or scenic
casement agreements if deemed necessary tomain-
tain the outstandingly remarkable values that re-
sulied in the river's designation.

U1.S. Fish and Wlldlife Service

Thell.S. Fish and Wildlife Service administers the
Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 (as
wnended), The Foregt Service consnlts with that
agency to obtain a biclogical opinion on appropri-
ate courses of action when it is determimed that 2
threatened or endangeved species, or ite eritical
habitat, may be affscted by a proposed menage-
ment action. Resulting decisions could mean that
proposcd action is medificd or abandoned.

Army Corps of Enginéers (COE)

A permoit muat be obtained from COE prior to
initiating any sctivity which involves dredging,
excavating snd/or depositing of fill and dredged




material mto a Federal Wild and Scenic Rjver.
COE and the Uregon Divigion of Stater Lands have
% joint application for this permit. Specifically,
COE ia responsible for authorizing dredge and fill
activities of lezs than 50 cubic yards,

STATE A GENCIES

Oregon Deparaoent of Fish & Wildie (ODFW)
Tha Oregon Departmeat of Fish and Wildlife is
responsible for developing State programs and
policies for managernent and protection of fish and
wildlife resounces, including habitat, and for regu-
lating recreational and commercial harvesting of
fish and game. ODFW is authorized to request
instream water rights to protect figh and wildlife
rescurces. Agency technicians and biologists pro-
vide tachnical assistance for riparian habitat pro-
ducticn and maintenance, riverbed or mverbank
alteration, water withdrawal, or any use of the
watzr’'s surface.

The ODFW'’s Fish and Wildlife Commission is
charged with managemenit of the Sycan River for
wildtrout. Additionally, the Conunigsion, in 1981,
adopted a Fish Manage=ment Plan for the Sycan
River which emphasized: 1} improvement of
- iparian habitatby working closely with land man-
agement agencies and landownars; 2) improve-
ment of surmmer flows from Sycan Marsh 1o Tor-
rens Spring; and 3) documnentation of species and
gize composition and catch data for the fich popu-
lation. A progress report in November, 1987,
indicated that several projects wem underway to
improve riparicn habitatg; that it may not be pos-
gible to improve low summer flows; and that
nothing xpecial had been done in regards to docn-
data,

Oregon Water Resounrces Department (WRID)

The WRD carries qut the programs and policics of
the Water Resources Cormmmasion {WRC). The
Commission develops coordinated, integrated state
water resources policy aimed at developing and
preserving Oregon’s water resources. The WRCin
most directly involved in the protection of State
Scenic Waterways. However, the WRC can al1o
protect fish, wildlife, and recreation values on

ignated state and federal rivers throwgh: a)
establishment and maintenance of insiream water
rights and minimum perennial streamflows; b)
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waler use policies in basin programs to guide
evaluation of proposed developments; ¢) water use
classifications; d) water right application review
and permit conditioning; and ¢) water use regula-
toti.

Oregon Department of Environmental
Quality {DEQ)

The TYEQ) is responsible for protecting water qnal-
ity in all “waters of the state”, including those of
Wild and Scenic Rivers and thelr ributaries. DEQ
implements the Statewide Water Quality Manage- .
ment Plan, which establishes standards of water
quality for each of WRDs eighteen river basins.
Beneficial uses of ivers and streams that aze tobe
protected by DEQ are: putlic, private, and indus-
trial water supplies; irrigation; livestock watering,
anadromous fish pasesge: salmond r=asing and
spawning, resident fish and aguatic life; wildlife;
hunting and fishing; boating; water contact recre-
ation; and acsthetic quality, Dissolved oxygeniste
bekepttathe highest poasible levels, Temperature,
bacteria, dissolved chemical substances, and toxic
matericls are to be maintained at the lowest pos-
gible levels. DEQ also has standards and proce-
dures for on-site sewage systems, issues permits
fordredgeand fill of wetlands, asnd maintains watcr
quality monitoring stations throughout Oregon.
DEQ has the ability to apply for in-stream water
rights 1 pretect and mainiain watar quality stan-
dards.

Oregon Divislon of State Lands

The Divigion of Siate Lands 13 the administrative
arm of the State Land Board (the Board), compozsed
of the Govemor, Secretary of State, and State
Treasurer, Under constitutional and statutory guide-
linca, the Board is, among odherthings, responsible
for administering the Dregon Removal-Fill Law
which protects State waterways from uncontrolled
aleration, The law requires o permit for fill or
removal of more than 50 cubic yands of material
within the State’s watzrway., The permit-review
process involves coordination with the natural
resource and land use agencies from the local
through the feders] levels, As mentioned previ-
ously, the COE is responsible for authorizing &
pemmit for fill or removal ofless than 50 cubic yards
of material within the State's waterway.
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LocaL GOVERNMENTS

County Compreshensive Plans

The Sycan Wild and Scenic River flows through
Lake and Klamsth Counties. Private lind within
the rivercomider isregulated and managed accord-
ing ta the policies set forth in either the Lake
County Comprehensive Plan (1990) or the Kla-
math Copnty Comprehensive Plan (1981), depend-
ing on which county the private land is in_

The Lake County Comprehensive Plan supparis
maintaining minimum stream flows for all bensfi-
zial uses. Additionally, agriculture, grazing, for-
estry, parks and recreation uses ans considered
consistent with natural/scenic/open space valuss

dependmnt cn resource carrying capacities.

The Klamath County Comprehensive Plan con-
tains palicies to preserve open space and protect
natural and scenic resources in Klemath County.
Theplum furthercalls for inventories of the location
of fizh and wildlifis aneaz and habitats; outstanding
scenic views and sites; water arcas, wetlands, wa-
1zrsheds, and groundwater sources, and potemtial
wild snd scenicwatsrways and state gscenic water-
wHys,

OmaER Grours & ORGANIZATIONS

The Nature Conservancy (TNC)

The Nature Conservancy is a private, non-profit
arganimtion whose primary function consists of
the acquisition of land which it believes should be
under t by a public agency. The kmd
usuatlyhas soove specific emvironmental or conger-
vation value attached toit. TNC gwns almost all of
the approximately 24,000 acre Sycan Marsh, a part
of'which is within the boundary of the Sycan W&S
River corridor, Currently, TNC is leasing its
portion of the Marsh to the ZX Ranch until the yzar
2020. TNC 1 working with the ZX Ranch to
developa Coordinated Resource Management Plan
for grazing within the entire Sycan Marsh. It is
hoped s manngement ofthe Sycen Marsh within
the river corridor will be consistent with the man-
agernent direction provided by the Sycan Wild and
Scenic River Management Plan.

The Klamnth Tribe
The entire river comidor is within lands claimed by
the Klamath Indians inthe Treaty of 1864, and thus
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igpart of thehistoric use area ofthe Tribe. With the
Termination Act of 1954, the Klamath Tribe re-
tained non-exclusive hundn ﬁslungandmppi.ng
rights t3 an area that includﬂmmtnftha river
commidor. The Klamath Tribehasalsoindicated that
sacred sites exist within Segment 1 of the Sycan
WES River.

The Fremont and Winema National Forssts recog-
niz¢ the Klanath Tribe a8 a soversign govenunent
with rights sirnilar to that of 2 state, This govemn-
ment to t relationship creates a unique
parmership with the Tribe. TheForest Servies has
an obligation to consult, coopemte, and coordinate
with the Klkameath Tribe in making resource man-
agoment decisions, including decigions concermning
management of the Sycan Wild and Scenic River.

The Ferest Service does not, however, ralinquish
or share responsibility for administrative or re-
gource management decision-making with the
Tribe. There is no suthority through ireaty, statute,
or inherent soversignty granted to the Tribe for co-

ofresources ontherwoForests, Given
this, the Fremont and Winema National Forests do
not recognize a co-rmanagement right either re-
tgined by or granted to the Klamath Tribe.

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION FOR
THE SYCAN WILD & SCENIC RIVER

INTRODUCTION
This chapter provides the overall direction for
management of the Sycan Wild and Scenic River.
direction is given in the form of
goalg, degired conditions (both genaral and specific
to the resource values), standards and guidetines,
and management 4ctions necessary to achieve the
desired condition.

Note: Management goals, desired conditions, stan-
dards and guidelines, and management actions
apply to the river and river corridor (henceforth,
referred to a3 the river corridor), unless otherwise
apmﬁmlly noted. Standards and guidelines de-
scribed in the Fremont and Winsma L&ERMPs,
which incomporate State Best Maagement Prac-
tices, will be followed for managmment activitics
outside the river cotridor, allowing for high quelity
water to enter the Sycan River System.




MANAGEMENT GOALS

The management goals for the Sycan Wild and
Scemic River must be consistent with the Wild and
Seenio Rivers Aet, and Forest Service

for the managementof federal landy in W&S River
corridors, These goals lead to the desired condition
for the river comridor. They srcrcalistic to achicve,
have at least some quantifiable parameters, and are
based on information gathered during the scoping
phasc of the planning process.

The management goals for the Sycen River are as
follows:

Protect and enhance the Wild and Scenic
River values (geology, scenery, wildlife and
fisheries) for which the river was designated

Achipve and maintain g free-flowing condi-
tion.

Maintain a vigual quality ohjective of reten-
tion.

Minimize structural improvements and en-
surc that they bland with the nawral sctting.

Provide opportunities for livestock grazing
when it 7§ consistent with other resource val-
ues,

Insure that water quality meets Federal non-
degradation standards.

Achieve the mininmmn insmream flows needed
to preserve the river ecotystem, and to main-
tgin and'or enhance the Agheries value.

Preserve and protect archealogical values ac-
cording to current laws and regulations, and
meet Klamath Tribe desires for management
of these valuea to the exten possible,

Maintain and/or improve existing fish and
wildlife valucs.
Provide for appropriate usex access to meet

the objectives of the Sycan Wild and Scenic
River Plan.

the river cormidor to preserve the
nataral character of the area. [ger restric-
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tions, ifneeded, should beminimal and subtle;
moderats opportunities for selitude should be
preacit.

Diexseen CONDITIONS & STANTIARDS
& GUDELINES

Desired Conditions describe the degired state of the
resoarcss within the river corridor. Management
of the resqurces within the fver corndor ig in-
tended to maintain or create the desired condition
forthe corridorin general, 83 well as foreach of the
resource vilues within the corridor,

The desired condition for the Sycan W&SR is
consistant with the Forest Service guidelings far
managemwent of Federal lands within W&SR cormri-
dors, is responsive to the management goals and
objectives cstablished for the River, and reflccts
the public’s desire for management of the River
and River corrider. The desired condition for the
river ¢corridor in general and for the specific re-
somrce values (e.g., vegetation)is descobed below.,

‘The statemenits that describe the desired condition
Are written in the present temse a8 though the river
and river valiues alresdy meet the condition(s)
Standards and Guidelines (S 8Gs) statethe bounds
or constraints within which all practices will be
carried out in achieving the planned goals and
objectives of the Syeann Wild and Scenic River
Management Plan. The intent of the 5&Gs is t0
help the manager stay within the constraints pre-
scribed by law, a8 well as provide environmental
safeguards for management activities,

Specific serminology used in the S&Ga identifics
the type of direction and degree of cormpliance
required Cormect interpretation of the tenms is
critical to understanding the intent of the dizection,
A Standard is sipnifisd by the use of the word
“ghall® or “should”. The definitions for these
words are as follows:

Shall> the action is mandatory in all cases.

Should: the action is required, unless justifi-
able reason exists for not taking action. This
direction is intended to require 2 practice
unless it entsils vnacceptable hardship or

expense. Exceptions to “should” restrictions
are expected 0 occur infrequenitly.
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A Guideline is signified by the we of the word
“may”. The definnion of this word is as follows:

Muy: the action is considersd to be optional.

While the Forest Scxvice has responsibility fox
protecting and enhancing the Wild and Scenic
River values within the river corridor, it does not
have anthority to regulate management of private
lands within or adjacet to the corridor. The Sycan
W&S River corrider includes about 3,392 acres of
private land: eeveral seattered small parcels of
private land within Segment 1 of the river; and the
sections ofthe Sycan Marsh withinSegment 2, The
Sycan Marsh is cvmed by The Nature Congsrvancy
and is leasad to the ZX Ranch untll the year 2020,
Currently, TNC is working with the ZX Ranch to
developa Coordinated Resource Managemenit Plan
for grezing within the entire Sycan Marsh.

Because of the existence of this private land within
the Sycan Wild and Scenic River corrider, the
Forest Sexrvice policy will be to cooperate and
coordinate with private landowners in order ta
- encourage them W meet the Standards and Guide-
lines outlined in the Sycan Wild and Scenic River
Management Plan. The Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act 2180 gives the Forest Serviee the option to
purchage land from willing sellers, or exter into
land exchanges ar scenic easement agreements if
necessary 1o probect and enhance the outstandingly
remarkable river values,

Mansgement Area-wide Deslred Condition

The Sycan River is a free-flowing river with man-
agement emphasis on protecting and enhancing the
values of scenery. geology, fisheries, and wildlife
in the segments where they are determined 10 be
outstandingly romerkable. Visiwrs w0 the river
have the cpportunity to experiencs the outstanding
natural scenery of the area, incleding atiractions
such as the late saral and climax stage porderosa
pinescattered throughoutthe river carryon, and fish
and wildlife habitat, Insweam flows enhance the
scenic value of the river by providing the sights and
sounds ofa free-flowing riverto visitorato the river
corridor. Water quality meets Federal non-degra-
dation standards. activitics and/or
improvements do not detract from the narursl
appearing landscape. A ROS setting of Semi-
Primitive Motorized provides adequate access 0
the river, yet assure opportunities for solitude,
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Visitor management is minimal and subtk.

Mansgemsent Ares-wide Standards & Guidelines
Representatives from the Winana and Frerom
National Forests shall meet as needed to coordinate

ranagement sctivities, Such meetings shall oveur
no legs than annually.

An analysis shall be conducted prior to implemen-
tation of any water resource project within the fiver
corridor in order to determine if the project will
cause direct and adverse effects on the values for

which tha river was designated (as per Section 7 of
the Wild and Scehie Rivers Act).

Vegetation Management Desired Condition

Coniferous Species

Ponderosa pine and mixed-conifer forest types:
The impresston a person has when visiting the river
corridor ia that of being in a late seral or climax
stage forest that shows few effects frorm manage-
ment activities. Foreswed areas have & natural
density of shaga. Large pondeross pine trees have
an open snd park-like appearance. Saplings and
pole-size tress often are evident and occur in
clumps.

Lodgepole pine: Lodgepole pine stands withm the
tiver corridor range frora dense pole-like stands to
open stands with trees up to 24 inches in diametes.
The lodgepole pine stands may show evidence of
inscect and discase activity, Stands generally op-
pear to be even aged, with litnited reproduction.

Deciduous Specles

Aspen: Several age classcs of aspen provide scenic
divergity within the rver corrider. Managernent
activities limit fir andfor cother conifer species
encroachmest into stands of aspen. Management
of browsing pressure allows regeneration to accur.
{Not: carrently some of the aspen is decadent,
with littls repeneration, In 15 to 20 years the larger
size clasge of aspen will have suffered some
decline; however, in 40 years the current repenera-
tion will be moving into the larger size classes.)

Cottonwood: Cottanwood stands show signs of
vigor and appear to follow natural cycles of repro-
duction and mortality. Inareas where cottionwoods
occur there is a heavy layer of decaying natural




muteriad on the ground. There wre weas with
cortonnwoods that attract visitars because of the
desirabla recreation setting they provide.

Shrub Species

Shrub species are present in forested and non-
forested areas.

Drylandshrub apecies such 28 mountain mahngany,
bitterbrush, a variety of sagebruagh, chokecherry
and serviceberry perpeiudtc naturally, They pro-
vide forage and habitat for a variety of wildlife
spexies.

Shrub speciss associated with moist environments
include a varisty of willow specics, red osier
dogwood, and mountain alder.

Vegutation Management Standards & Guidelines
The following specific S&Gs from the Frernont

and Winema L&RMP3shail contimae to be imple-
mented:

No scheduled timber harvest shell occur
within the river corridor, (Fremont L&RMP
Standards and Guidelines for Management
Area 11; Winema L&RMP Standards and
Guidelines for Management Area 3.)

Salvageharvestof merchantable timber dam-
aged severely by catastrophic fire or
windthrow may be condusted only if the
Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs)
are protected and cnhanced. (Winema
L&RMP Standards and Guidclines for Man-
agemert Area 1.)

The following nerw S &G shall be implemented for
vegetation rmanagement within the river corridor:

Some vegetative manipulation, inchading in-
cidental timber harvest, may be done on an
irreguler basix to preserve and/or enhance
stand charscteristice when necessary 0 a5-
complish management nhjectives. Examples
of acceptable masoms for incidental tmber
harvest include bald eagle habitat manage-
ment, mesting degirable stand conditions or
praviding clearings for scenic vistas.

Any vegetative manipulation, including in-
cidental timber harvest, shall protect and
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enhance the ORVs, and shouldresult in only
miner ameunts of timber being removed
from the river corridor.

Firewood pathering forcommercial or home-
use shall not be allowed within the rver
comidor. Omly that fiswood gathered in
incidemtal samoumnits for use by visitors for
campfires shall be allowed within the river
cormidoer,

Vepetation seadlings may be planted if nec-
casary to meet Wild and Scenic River ohjec-
tives,

Stocking level conwol of conifer and decidu-
ouas species shall be consistent with Wild and
Scenic River cbjectives.

Vegetation management should be utilized

to provide a variety of successional stages

Vegetation management shall allow for the
perpetuation of aspen and cottonweod in
their seral stape.

Shrub species shall show vigorous growih,
with 70% of annuel leaders remaining intact
afier browsing.

Riparian Area Desired Condition
There {s a diversity of sizes and typss of naturu!
riparian vegetation along the Sycan W&S River,
and a minimum of bare soil along the riverbank. A
healthy riparian arca contributes to watéished im-
provement by reducing sediment in the fver, and
by lowering the watcr iemperature through in-
creased sream shading,

The riparian srea is further chararterized by sbun-
dant mesic species and root sysiems that protect
and gtabilize stream banks, Vegetation is well-
distributed withinfiuvial zones such asstreamnbanks,
active channel shelves, active floodplains, and
overflow channels. Encroaching riparian vegets-
tion provides stable andercut banks, overhanging
vagetative cover,shade along thechannel margins,
and a narrowing channel. The vegetstion thet
shades the stream results it lower water tempera-
tore extremes during summer months. The saty-
rated zow is elovated and thesubsurface storage of
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whater ig increased. There is reduced ancroachment  and Winema L&RMP shall continue to apply to the
of meadow areas by shrub and coniferous species  river corridor:
because of higher water tables,

Manogement Arsa—wids Standardy and

Guldelines (from the Fremont LARMP
Standardsand Guidelinesfor Management

The desired condition of the ripanian areas has the
following characteristics:

Nativegrasses, grasslike vegetation, sedges,
and forbs are well established. They repro-
duce and provide overhanging cover on
sireambanks. Sccdheads develop and cast
seeds during nermal years, Willow & feet or
more in height occur in arcas where willows
have historically beem establigshed, ar can be

The distinctive plants within the 2one create
a visual diversity that helps to identify the
zone, Additionally, deciduous plants such as
willows provide fine litter, such a9 falling
leaves, which serve as a source of nutrients
for the algae and the small invertebrates at
the bottom of the food chain, Large debriz,
such as fallen trees, create hatitat for fish and
other species, stabilize the floodplain and
provide nutricnts as the debris decomposca,
Shade from trees and shrubs helps to keep
the stream temperatures lower, slow soream
algac growth and influence the composition
of the vegatation in the riparian zone.

Riparian Ares Standards and Guidelines

Area 15):

Site~specific prescriptions skall be required

Jor all project activites that affect aquatic/
riparian systems (Forest Service Manual
2526, RO Suppiement #42).

In cases of unresolved conflict, soll, fish,
water, and wiidlife shali receive preferendal
crnrderation.

Warershed, wildlife, and fisheries habitar
rehabititation and improvements shall be
required so meet goals for aguatic/riparian
systens,

Nonforested riparian zones shal! be man-
aged ip increase the presence of late seral or
ckmax vegelative communily byper.

Fencing of aguatic/riparian systems may be
required when other means cannar meet
mangeement area goals.

Pereanial Streams and Water Bodies (from
the Fremont L& RMP Standards and Guide-
Ines for Management Area 15):

The following sections of the Winema LERMP's
Forest- Wide Standarda and Quidelines forSoil and
Water shall continue to be implemented;

Vegeratinn maragement crtivittes within the

river corridor riparian area shall be di.

rected toward providing or meeting the fol-

Riparian Ecosystems {Streamm, Steam-side Iowing conditions or choracteriztics:

Areas, Floodplains and Wetlands) (pp. 4-74

to 4-75) » diversity in conifer and deciduous tree
species;

All $&Gs under the section entitled “Stream- ]

side Areas and Floodplains” shall be mat, » diversity in age classes;

with the exception of #12-13 which states:

“intensity of harvest treatrnent and spatial * an abundance of deciduous shrubs and

distribution of cutting units shall ensure that trees;

hydrologie ccnditions ara mainmined and

impraved”. This statement doss not apply to

the rivex corridor, as there is to be no sched-

nled timber harvesting withia the corridar.

(p. 4-75)

The Following specific S8&Gs from the Fremont

« high (composite) canopy closure - shade
1o sitregm;

Fire management of the riparlan area cally
Jor the following:
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* Machine conyiructed fire iines showld not
be constructed in riperian areas during
Jire suppression activities. Perpendicu-
lar crossings, with subsequent rekabili-
ration, are permitted, but diseouraged i
alternatives exist.

» Use afprescribad fire chall balimited 1>

Burningofactivity fuels locatedinthe
upland portion of the river corridor
riparion areg.

Burning of nanral fuels for the pur-

pose of exkancing riparian depen-
dent values.

Fishandwildlife nanagement requires that,
as 4 minimim, instream fishevies habitat
improvement shall be coordinated with
range, watershed, recreation, and the Or.
egon Department of Fish and Wildlife
(ODF&W).

Specificriparian objectives designed (o meet
a variety of rescurce needs sholl be devel-
oped by an interdisciplinary ream on a
livestock allotment basis.

Seeps and Springs:
Managemant shall be directed toward pro-
viding ar meeting the following conditions
or characteristics in the riparian portion:

» an abundance of decidions trees or
shrubs;

+ an abundance of standing dead trees;

= un chundance of conifer trees greater
than 10 inckes d.b.}.; and good water

Jlow and quality.

The following new S&Gs shail be irsplemented for
vegetation management within the river corridor:

Vepetation management within the river
corridor riparian aree shall be directed
toward providing or meeting the following
conditiong or chararterictice:

* sirive to retain gt least 1.5 snags of 10 to

Syean River Mangement Plan

20 inches d.b.h. and ! snag grearer than
20 inches d b.h. per acre and at least 2
downlogsperacreof i2 inch diameteron
the smali end and 23 feer in length with
the bark ond sapwond Intact. However.
in cases of conflici berween srag require-
ments and stream shade reguirements,
the dacicion shallbe bissed toward stream
shade requiremenis.

* g high amount (as per Fisherier Maorage-
ment S&Gs} of large woody debriz in the
yiream channel and upper and lower
banks, for soream channe! and bank sia-
bility and seructural fish habitar.

Livestock gruging inthe rivercorridor skatl
be managed so thet it does not exceed the
Jollowing use level for the forage compo-

nenly

« Where streambanks or chonnels are
hghly erodible, gracding wouldoccuronly
where it wonld not have destabiilzing
effeci on the streambank,

= All other riparion areas will be managed
tinder the Forest Range Emvironmental
Study (FRES) Manaogemen: Level C ux
described in the Fremont LE&RMP Stan-
durds gnd Guidelines for Management
Area 13,

No increase aver naturel levels of
sreambank degradation (existing at the
iime of Wild and Scenie designation) skall
be caused by, or perpetuated by, livestock,

Scenic Resources Desired Condition

Scenery within the river corridor is natural appear-
ing with little svidence of managemem acivity,
This desired condition is satisfied through manags-
ment for 2 Visual Quality Objective (VQO) of
foregroomd Retertion. Additionally, middlepround
and background sreag that are visible from the river
and/or riversids toads or tails are managed fur o
VGO of Partial Retention.

Scenic qualities include diversity of natural land-
scape elements such as rockform, landform, and
vegetation. Vegetation is primanly conifercus
with late seral and climax stage ponderoza pine
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scattered mnd in clurps, and lodgepole pine flats
intermingled with water related riparian vegetation
such as willows and othex deciduons shrobs, Ex-
panses of sagebrush, bitterbrush, and juniper in the
drier areas lend diversity. Rocks and boulders
contimue 1o line the river, increasing in wizo and
quantityintheCoyote Bucket area. Several springs
cantinue to seep from the lower resches of the
canyon walls to flow into the rivar. All of these
nztural alements add vizual diversity to the seenery
within the river corridor.

Wildflowers in the spring and early summer pro-
vide amosaic of color. Aspenandother deciduous
vegetation provide opportunities for viewing fall

coloes.

Snags (in the density described in the Ripsrian
Arca 88&Ga, and Wildlife S8 G s}, add unique char-
acteristics to the landscape by providing a conorast
in coler, form, and texture.

Scenic Resonrces Standards and Guidelines

General -

The following specific S&Gs from the Fremont
and Winema L&RMPs shall continue to be imple-
mented:

Naturel qualitics of the river comidor shali be
retained by meeting 3 VQO of foreground
Reention ag viewed from the river and/or a
riverside road or trail. (Fremont LERMP
Standards and Guidelines for Management
Area 11; Winems LARMP Standards and
Guidelines for Mansgement Area 5.)

Inventories of visual quality shall be main-
tained or npdated; existing visual condition
and desired congition, as aminitmm, shallbe
mapped. (Winema LERMP Fores:-Wide
Standards and Cuidelines for Scenic Re-

SCUrces.)

The following new S&Gs shall be implemented for
manageanent of the scenic reaources:

A middlegrownd and backgrouwnd VQO of
Partiz} Retention as viewed from the river
and/or a riverside road or trail shall be met.

Natural geemic diversity shall be maintained

by minimizing management actions that re-
dw::: dw:mty of landform, rockform and
vegetation

Best Management Practices implemented for
other management projocts shall be devel-
oped to meet or exceed the desigmated YOQOs,
These V(QOs shall meet the standards de-
scribed in USDA Handbook #462 (*“National
Forest Landseape Management”, Valume 2,

Chapter I, Visual Management System),

When a catagtrophic pegt outbreak oceurs, an
assessment shall be done prior to taking ac-
tiontosuppressthe outbreak, The assessment
phallbe done: 1}to determine which Wild and
Scenie River values within the river corrider,
as well as which values owside the river
carridor, might be affected by the outbresak;
and 2) to select the most apprepriate method
to suppress the outbreak considering these
valucs,

Integrated Pest Management ([PM) strategies
should be wtilized to prevent unaceeptable
insect and disease damage in the rver comi-
dors. Foroperational consideration, manual,
mechanical and sfivicuiniral metheds should
aluo he emphasized.

Temporary departures from VQO shall be
allowad when necesgary in areas highly sus-
ceptible to insect and diseass epidemics in
order to protect forest health and long-term
scemic valuss.

Beaver dams shall be sllowed Lo remain 4 part
of scenic and ecological conditions undses
they become a threat to facilities or private
pLaopeaty.

Fareground Retentlon Area:

The following new S&Gs shall ba implemented for
managementofscenic resources within the viewshed
of the Sycan WS River managed a8 foreground
Retention:

All new stumps shall be cut flush to the
ground. Visible new ground disturbances
should bs reshaped and vegetation reestab-
lished with a native groumd cover.




Existung late seral and climax stage troesshall
be maintained as per the Fisheries' S&Gs.

Maintenance of all native trec, shrub, grass,
and riparian vegetation commeunities shall be
emphagized,

All new developments and facilities such as
roads, trails, bridges, revetrnents, weirs,
fances, ntilives, buildings, erc. shallmeetthe
Retention VQO in design and sppearance.

Standing dead weed of mags of ali sizes and
species ghall be left for vignal, wildlife, and
ecological reasons in the density described
undet S&Gs for Riparian Area and for Wild-
life, Standing dead trees or snags may be
removed if considered 2 hazard (a3 described
undsr Recreation Management S&0Gs).

Prescribed burning in naturel mosaic patterns
shall be allowed within the river cotridor asa
tool for landscape management as per Ripar-
ian Areaand Firs Management S&Gs. Visual
evidence of prescribed bumns or wildfire burns
should be accepted as part of the naturl
character of the river corridor,

Mildleground & Background

Pantiai Rmeytion Area

The followingnew S&Gs shall be mpkemented for
tofscenicregourced withintheviewshed

ofthe Sycan W& S Rivermanaged as middlegreund
or background Partial Retention:

Timber harvest shall be allowed in
middleground and backpround visuel zones
that are not within the river corridor itsclf.

Only ureven-aged mansgementpractices shall
be allowed in thede zones, however,

All te and facilitiesshall meetthe
VQO of Partial Retention in their design and
appearance a8 viewed from the river and
adjacent roads and trails within the river
comidor.

The middlegreund viewing zone shall be
managsd to provide for the long-term main-
tenancs of trees approximately 30 inches In
digmeser. A supply of smaller diameter trees
ghall also bemaintained in order ta perpetuate
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the existence of the large diamcter trees in
these zones.

Recreation Management Desired Condition

Recreation activites within the river cormidor are
primarily relatad in viswing the scenety, camping
and/or picnicking, hunting, fishing, bird watching,
nature study, and non-motorized boating. The
river provides a pleatant viewing experisnce for
visitors to the area. Ripanian and’or water depen--
dent vepetation provide scenic diversity and sea-
scnal variations in vegetative color to enhance the
visitor's experience. Water flows in the river year
arcund (except in drought years when some sec-
tions maynaturally lack water) and give visitars to
the arsathe fesling of being ina river environment.

The river shoreline is largely undizturbed and has
a natural appearance. Roads and/ar rails remain
vigually inconspicuous from the river. The exist-
ing power line remains the only utility comidar
crossing the river.

A Recreation Opportunity Spectrum setting of
Serni-Primitive Motorized (a3 defined in the Sycan
W&S River Environmental Asgessment, and in the
Glossary), ismet In general, users cxperience 2
semi-primitive motorized setting. and opportuni-
tiss for solitude and challenge in e natural enviren-
ment are modzratz tohigh. Because of theizolation
of tha area there may be periods of time when
visitcrs to the area face a moderate degree of
chaillenge and risk.

Trail and road access to the river remain linited.
Campers and picnickers enjay mederate opporiu-
nitics for solitude. People who hunt and fish find
a natural appesring environment that enhances
their purszits. Fishermen/boaters/floaters of the
river find relatively fow conflicts between users.
The float sesson continues to be associated with
peak flows and remains refativelyshort (twoto four
wecks),

Escreation activities remain limited in the Sycan
Margh because of ongoing ranching operations and

the associated cattle prazing, Accessto the Marsh
for recreation ussrs also remaing very limited.

U'se Levels

Use will be generally highest during holiday peri-
ods, and lowest mid-week, The remoteness of the
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arca, mosquitoes, ticks, limited road and trail ac-
cess totheriver, low flows, late scason snow during
some years, and fire restrictions during other years
all will continee to affect actual use levels inany
given year.

. w7 Use levels within the corridor are witkin capacity

¥ k]

i
S

Y. | for the river carridor and do not negatively impact
i the Wild and Scemic River values. A Limits of
| Acceptable Change (LAC) program is initiared if

usz levels increaseabove the river cormidor's resre-

. ational use capacity.

Visitor Health and Sufety

Visitors wothe river comidor are able toenjoy a salc
recreatinnal experience and are provided adequate
information regarding safe behaviors.

Adequate sanitary facilitiss exist at river access
points, and human waste does not emer the river.

Hazard tress are removed from areas immedistaly
adjacent 1o MvEr access points where visitors teng
to concentrate,

Fences that croas the river are not 2 hazard to
boaters and/or floaters of the river.

Rzcreation Management Standards & Guidaslines
The following new S&Gs shall be implemented for
recreation management within the niver corvidor:

The river corridor shall be managed to pro-
vide a Semni-primitive Motorized recreation
seting,

Recreation development within the river cor-
ridor shall be limited to trails and disperssd
resreation sites, with improvements oaly for
basic sanitation and protection related itetas,

Visitor constructed Dmprovemnents shall be
removed unless under special use permit

Visitor health and safety shall be considered
in all zdmmistrative and managerment activi-
ties that take place within the river corridor.
Exigting river croztings, including brdpges,
shall be appropriately maintained and, ifnec-
gssary, reconstructed to meet the intended

use. Reconstruction shall not impeds the
free-flowing nature of the river, however
(refer tp (General Standards and Guidelines).

River fords should be signed to discourage
crossings by motor vehicles.

Any toilet facilities placed within the river
comridaor ghall be at least 200 feet from the
high water mark of the river and/or any
tributaties entering the river,

Wire fences shall not be allowed to cross the
river whers they could be a hazard to boaters.
Fences that cross the river should be designed
to be removed with case.

Hazard trees should be removed from any
area immediately adjacent to river access
points, An ecccss point is defined as the
insersection ofa trail orroad with theriver, A
hazard tree i8 defined as a standing tree that
hasno vizibls yroon nexdles or leaves, oratree
that shows obvious effects of darnage so that
a prudent person would deem it to be unsafe.
The area immediately adjacent to a river
accesd pointisdefined ag that area within 200
feet of the area regularly used by the majonty
of the visitors using the access point.

Water Quallty & Flaw Desired Condition

Flow

The river has a continuous year around free-flow
throughcut all segments, Water flows enhance the
goenic value of the river by providing a “river
expetience” for vigitors to the corridor.

In the short term, anmuaal spring pedk flows con-
tinue to “Aush” the syetem, This moves sediment
through the system, cleans the pools, asndmaintains
ahealthy channe] morphology. Changes caused by
peak flows are significantly reduced becauss of the
improved conditions of riparian areas. The desired
condition for the long-term includes an aquatic
system that has agood distribution of woody debris
and/or log complexes that create avariety ofaquatic
habitats (sex desired condition for fisheniea).

Warer Quallty

Water temperatares typify near natural conditions
as riparian vegetation hes recovered. Fish mortal-
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ity from high water ternperature is minimal.

Turbidity and/orsediment]oads is also near natural
levels. Low standard reads within the tiver con-
dor that have contributed ts increaced sediment
loads in the past are stahbilized and/or revegetated,
and all new projects within the warershed meet or
excead Forest Servics Hest Management Practices.

Human wasi® and/or “gray-water” does not snter
the river or contribte to reduced water quality.

Water Qualily and Flow Standards & Guidedines

The Fremont L&RMP Forest-wide Standards and
Guidelines for Watershed and the
Winema L&RMP Forest-wide Standards and
Guidelines for Soil and Watar shall continue to be
implemented.

The following specific S&Gs from the Fremont
and Winema L&RMPs shall continue ta be imple-
mented:

Best Management Practices (BMP3) shall be
implemented for every project that oceurs
within the Sycan Watsrshed, (Winema
L&RMP Forest-Wide Standards and Guide-
lines for Water Guality.)

BMPs for all activities, including grazing,
thall, a3 @ mininnm, reflect those items dis-
cussed in the Pacific Northwest Region pub-
lication entitled, “General Water Quality Best
Management Practicea”™ (Novamber 1988).
(Winema L&RMP Forest-Wide Standards and
Guidelines for Water Quality.)

The following new S&Gs shall be implemented:

BMPs shall {nsure that Fedemal non-degmda-
tion standards are et within the river comi-
dor.

The impact of project activities immediately
adjacent 1o the river cormidor on Wild and
Sceni¢ River values should be considersd
prior to implementation of these projects, and
an assessment should be dons asto the effects
of these projects on protection and enhance-
ment of thees values.
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Wildlife Desired Condition

The river corridor above and below the Sycan
Marsh is characterized by late seral and/or climax
stags timber stands that provide abundant habitet
for mag depandent species. Vegetative conditions
detailed in the "Desired Conditions for Vegetation
within the River Corridot" provide adequate cover
for big game wildlife speeics. Abundant opportu-
nities exist for viewing garne and non-game spe-
cies.

The juxtaposition ofreck outerops, ¢liffsand crev-
ices, rimrock, and talus slopes to the riparian areas
and water provide habitat for smell mammals,
ﬁudmg' such species as bobcats, marmots, and

The greater sandhill cranes that nest within the
Marsh find tz2 habitat to meet their needs.
High quality waterfowl habitat includes nesting
and hreseding areas. Thia hahitat also provides
foraging arvas for bald eagles.

Rird watching opportunities remain abundant
throughout the length of the river corridor.

Wildlife Standards & Guidelines

There shall be comtinued implementation of the
S&Gs found in the following sectians of the Fre-
mont L&RMP3's Forest-Wide Standards and
Guidelines for Figh and Wildlife Management and
of the Winema L&RMP"s Forest-Wide Standards
and Guidelines for Fish, Wildlife and Sensitive
Plams.:
Fremont LERMP:
Aspes Stands (p. FP 103)
Raptors (p. FP 106-108)

Winemna L&RMP:
Rapeors and Colomial Nesting Birds (p. 4-48)
Qliffy, Caves, and Talug Habitat {p. 4-52)
Hardwood Habitat (p. 4-52)
Meadows (p. 4=32)
Miscellanesus Wildlife Sites (p. 4-52 and 4.53)

Additionally, the following specific S&Gs from
the Fremont and Winema L&RMPs ghall continue
to be implemented:

Dead and defective maes shall be maintained
to carry at least 100% of the povential popula-
Honof cavity-dependsnt species except where
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safaty concems (hazard teeg in developsd
and dispersed campsites) dictate a lower level
of habitat, (Fremont LERMP Forest-Wide

Standards for Fish and Wildlife Management.)

Snagsand lsave trees should beretained in the
same specics composition of the stand im-
pacted by management sctivities. Where
dead trees are not available for present num-
bers ofsnags, green troes shall be retainod and
made into snags to meet the desired level for
that area. These green trees should be of low
vahue, cull, limby or deformed. 1f such trees
arenctavailable thenhigher value trees chontd
be mage into snags to meet the desired level.
(Fremont L&RMP Forest-Wids Stamdards {or
Fish and Wildlife Management.)

The numbser of dead trees needed for habitat,
as well as green replacenent trees for wildlife
habitat through the rotation, shall be retained
as shown in the supplements to the Tables 24-
26 referenced on pages FP 104-105 of the
Fremont L&RMP. The number of dead and
live trees are those present at the completion
of the project and retained through a full
rotation, (Fremont LE&RMP Foneat-Wide Stan-
dards for Fish and Wildlifs Management )

Special big garne habitats such as mineral
licks or fawning cover should be protectad.
(Fremont L&RMT Forest-Wide Standards for
Fish and Wildlife Mamagamnent.)

Special elk habitatd such as mineral licks,
calving areas and elk wallows should be pro-
tected, (Fremont LARMP Foregi-Wide Stan-
dards for Fish and Wildlife Management.)

Beaver dams thould be protected and encour-
aged where their construction would benefit
riparian area objectives, (Fremont LEXRMP
Forcst-Wide Standards for Fish and Wildlife
Management }

Al the Forest level, fish and wildlifs habitat
shall be managed to maimtain viable popula-
tions of all exigting native and desired non-
native plant and animal species. Distribution
of habitat ghall provide for species viability
and mainenance of throughout
their existing range of ths Forest, {Winema
L&RMP Forest-Wide Standards and Guide-

liries for Fish, Wildlife, and Sensitive Plants.)

The fallowing new Standasds shallbe implemented
for wildlife management within the river comidor.:

The primary emphasis for mule deer habitat
within the river cormidoz shall be
on fawning and fawn reanng.

Chiffs, caves and/ur taluy habitats in feresizd
standis should be protectad by manasgement af
tha shade provided by nearby trees. At least
80% of the potential nanmal shade should be
retained through use of buffer stripe, leave
trees, or other methods.

Fisheries Desired Conditdon

Riparian areas provide fish with suitable water
quality, adequats food, and the necessary habitats
for all stages of their life cycls including spawning,
rearing and migratien. Populations of wild wout
arehealthy and stable, and well distributed through-
owut the upper scgment (above the Marsh), Within
the Marsh, the barriers to figh mipranion have been
removed, and flow oceurs throughout the river
corridor yearlong. Flows below the Marsh occur
yearlong and theriver is populated by a diversity of
fish species. Emphasis is given to the maintenance
and/or enhancement of habitat for threatened, en-
dangered, and sensitive species. This
includies habitat for the redband trout (Oncorhynchus
mykiss) above the Margh, and habitat for the Lost
River (Deltistes luxahig), short-nosed (Chasmistes
brevirostris), and the Klamath largescale
{(Catostonmy, anyderi) suckers below the Marzh,

No spedfic desired condition for woody debris,
pool/rifile ratios, ora bank-to-depth ratio has been
established for the Sycan Marsh. Thess specific
iterms will be addressed in the Coordinated Re-
source Mansgement Plan that is being developed
for the entire Sycan Marsh.

Fisheries Standards & GuideEnes

Seandards and Guidelines in this section are de-
signed to meet the long-tsrm desived condition for
fisheries. (Long-term is defincd a3 more than 20
years; short term is 5 to 20 years; and immediate is
from the present to 5 years.)

Note: The desired conditions and Standards and
Guidclincs aro meant to describe important ecosys-




tem conditions and factors that canlead tn gond figh
habitat. However, it should be recognized tha:

the desired condition and Standards and
Guidelines described for fisheries relate speeifi-
cally to the channel and floodplain, watersheds are
systems in which npslope/channel and upstrecamn!’
downstream linkages arg important in the protec-
ton and restoration of these ecosystems.

The following new 3& Gs shall be implemeanted for
fisheries management within the river cormidor:

The Lower Sycan (Segment 3 as defined in
the Environmenta! Azsessmnent):

A late seval’climax stage conifer orec den-
sity of 15 treed per 100 feet of streamreach
should be equally distributed within 100
feetr on either side of the stream channel.

'I'hmshmldbeale:‘gelugdﬂuitywithm
the stream channel of 25 per mile of chan-
nel A large log is defined es one whichis
at least 50 fect long and 20 inches in
diameter.

There shouid be a 40% surface area of pool
habitat type.

There shonld be a stream channal bankfull
width to depth ratio of 10:1 or less.

The UpperSycan (Segment | asdefinedin the
Environmemtzl Assessment):

WWIW:
3nd order streams or lower should heve
temperatures of §5 degrees F or less.

dth order stroems or higher should have
teamperatures of 58 degrees F or less.

Siream conopy closure:
Perennial streams (class L, II, and (L)
shouldhave 3024 shade cover ofthestrenm
surface area, or 100% of site poteatial.

Late seraliclimar sigge conifer trees within
100 feet of stream channel;

Class [, II, and IT] socams should have 135
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trees per 100 feat of stream reach that are
equally dizmibuted.

Claas IV gtreams should have 10 treeg per

100 feet of stream reach that are equally
distributed.

Woady debrir in stream charmel:

Lodgepole pine and aspen stands should
have 20 pieces per 1000 feet of stream
channel with the pleceshaving aminimum
diamatsr of 12 incheg and atleast 35 feerin

tength.

Pine and pine associated stands should
have: (1) 1) pieces per 1600 feet of stream
channel with the pieceshaving 2 minimum
dimmeter of 20 incheg and atleast 35 featin
length; and (2) 10 pieces par 1000 feet of
strearn channel with the pieces having a
minimum diamcter of 12 inches and at
least 35 feet in length.

Pool Habitat:
Ifthe soeam gradiont is 1 1/2% orless then
501% or more of the stream shauld be pool
habital.

Ifthe siream gradient is 1 1/2%to 3% then
40% or more of the stream surface area
should be pool habitat.

If the stream gradient is greater than 3%
then 30% or more of the stream aurface
arca should be pool habitat.

Bankfull width-to-depth ratic:

Unconstrained valley flocrs should have a
ratio of 10 to 1, or 1css.

Constrained valley floors should have a ratio
of 7 to 1, or less.

Proposcd, Endangered, Threatened, or Seasitive
Species Degired Condition

Recovery plans and conservation sirategies have
nwt been completed, with the exception of a bald
eaglerecovery plan, When plans and strategics arc
campleted, a specific deaired candition for PETS
species, a8 well as Standards and Guidelines to
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meet the degired condition, will be developed.

Until 2 5 desired condition can be esiab-
lished, a general desired condition for PETS spe-
cies may be described with the following charac-
tenisfics:

» Viable populations of PETS species; and

= Habitat quantity and quality of PETS spe
cies is maintained or increased,

Proposed, Endsagered, Threatened, or Sensi-
tive Species Standards & Guldellnes

The following ssctions of the Framont L&RMP
Foreat-wide Standards and Guidelines for Fish and
WildlifeManagement and of the Winema L&RMP
Forest-wide Standards and Guidelines for Fish,
Witdlife and Sencitive Plants shall continue ta he
implerented;

‘Threatened, Endangered, Sensitive Species
(Fremont L&RMP, pp. FF 108-105}
Endangersd, Threatened or Sensitive Species
(Winema LERMP, p. 4-47)

Transpertation System Desired Condition

Roads are incomspicuous and generally well-
screened. River crossings wre limited to existiag
crossings. There ix no off-read vehicle nee within
the river corridor.

All existing “water chances” are mhahilitated as
necessary.

The major access points into the river cormdor are
passenger car accemible. The river “fords” may
not be suitable for passenger car crossing.

Transportation System Standards & Guldelnes
Thefollowing new $8&Gs shall be implemented for
management of the transportation system within
the river corridor:

A road manageroent plan shall be developed
in cooperation with other imerested parties.
No new permanent roads shall be built within
the niver comidor. Existing roads shall be
managed av per the road management plan.
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Temporary, low ttandard roada may he con-
structed for the purpose of furthering wild-
life, fisheries, vegetative health or recreation
objectives. Howewer, at this titne there is no
foreseeable need for such construction.

Road access to the river should continue to
average aboul one access point per 5 miles of

river.

Road management activities, such as dust
abatement, shall not use water frorn the river.

Fire Management Deslred Condition
No unnatural fuel loading exists within the river
corridor.

Fire Management Standards & Guidelines
The following specific S&Gs from the Fremont

and Winema L&RMPs shall continue to be imple-
metited:

Fire suppression tactics such as confinement
and containment shall be used during periods
of low to modesate fire danger. (Winema
L&RMP Standards and Guidelines for Man-
sgement Area 5.)

Fuel treatment methods which minimize the
uge of heavy cquipment shall be favored.
(Winema LERMP Standards and Guidelines

for Management Area 5}

Also see "Riparian Area S£Gs" section far
addirional firc management direction.

The following new $&Gs shall be implemented for
fira managerment within the river corridor:

Prescribed fire, using low to moderate fire
intengiiza, should be used o maintain pre-
ferred vegetative comrmunities, to reduce haz-
ardous fucl accumulations, end/or to mest
other management ares objectives when such
activities and objectives protect and/ox en-
hmﬂwomdu@ymukablcumv&
ues. Buming prescriptions shall alzo allow
for prowectim and/or enhancement of the
outstandingly remarkable values.




During wildfires, preference shall be given to
those suppressionmethods and strategics that
are cost-effective and limit the area burned,
and that have the least effect on, or can
enhance, the putstandingly remarkable river

values,

During high or extreme wildfire danger, ag-
gressive attack ueing all apprepriate methods
to rninimize resource darmage should be car-
ried out so long as the methods protect the
outstandingly remarkable river values, orthe
affected area can be rehabilitated to achieve
the degired condition within one recreational
yzar following the fire.

A prescribed fire plan that covers the river
corridor shall be approved before using, pre-
scribed fire in the Wild and Soecnie River
corridor,

Maturally caused ignitions may be allowed to
burn if they meet conditions in an approved
prescribed burn plan, if funds and necessary
staffing arm available, and if approved as

mqmdbydmuuanmSemuMmual
5140,

No management activity shall be allowed to
increase fuel loadings above that |evel which
sccurs naturilly in the river corrider. Pre-
existing unmatural fuel loadings should be
scheduled for eather prescribed fire or other
non-ate disturbing treatment rmethods.

Management actions ars distinet actions designed
10 resolve major issucs and help attain the dosinsd
condition for the Sycan Wild and Scenic River.
The management intent is that these actions be
implemented as soon as the necsasary finding can
be zecured thronpgh the agency’s badgeting pro-
CESs,

Vegetation Management
Underbumning of older sxpen standsshall stimmlate
cappice regeneration.

Riparian Ares Management

Develop Allotment Management Plans for riparian
areas.

Sycun River Mangeent Plur

Reinroduce woody riparian vegetation at suitable
locations.

Reduce General Road Density:

Annvally identify roads which will not be
used in the succeeding 10 years for harvest
activities, obliterate or effectively close these
roads, and plant obliterated roadsusing notive

species.

Water Quallty and Flow
Actively defend any adjudicated Federal rescrval
water righty.

Eatablish Best Practices for grazing
within the river corridos, and includs these BMFs
in the penmittee's Allotment Management Plan,
BMPs for all cther project acivitics should be
iti-t:‘lldﬂd within the itnplementation and/or project
plan.

Coopente, as appropriate, with The Nature Con-
servancy in the Coordmated Resource Manage-
ment Planning process for the Sycan Marsh,

Treat all existing and new gully srosion within the
river corridor that is adding accelerated lewvels of
sediment to the river.

Reereation Management

The Pikes Crossing bridge has besn the site of
several accidents during the last 10 ycars, Thia
bridge, and the approaches to the bridge should be
evaluated to determine the safety of the facility.
Reconsuction and realigienent of the road ap-
proaches to the bridge may be necessary to mect
safety concerns.,

Any wauthorizad constructed improvements dis-
covered within the river comidor shall be removed
s 3000 35 possible.

Wildllfe Managemeni
Examine timber stands for opportunities for cul-
tural treatment to move stands more rapidly toward

Make green tress into snagsagnecessary to provide
habitatatthe 100% of biclogicel potential level for
cavity dependent speciss.
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Sycen River Maongement Plan

Fizheries Mansgement
Reduce Sediment Delivery:

Provide watershed, streamn, and reach Best
Management Practices (BMPFs). Monitorand
document implementation and effectivencss
of BMPs.

Fish Habitat and Riparian Area Management Reg-

torstion-
Developa fish habitarand riparian vegetation
restaration plan chat uses stream survey data
to establish areas where fish habitat, stream
shading and bank stability wre deficient. Use
the plan to map and prioritize future planting
and fish habitatimprovemnents, Develop man-
sgement stratogies that insure the establish-
ment, growth, and succession of riparian veg-
ttation,

Fishery Management and Trout Stocking:
Encouragsthe re-establishment of native game

range.

Encourage the ODFW to prepare a fishery
managernent plan for the Sycan River Wates-
shed.

Prohibit Rainbow trout stocking in the Sycan
River Watershed.

Water Quantity:
Water rights should be allocated for theeat-

ened, endangered and sensitive fish spocics
and stream channel maintenance flows.

Proposed, Endengored, Thrautened or Sensiiive
Species
Cooperate with the National Fich and Wildlife

Department to prepare recovery plans forthe PETS
species within the river camridor. Develop conser-
vationstrategies for PETS species within the niver
corridor.

Transportation System
Develop a rosd management plan in cooperation
with other interested parties.
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Toreduce the negative impact of sediment on water
quality within the river corridor:

[dentify and reduce road-cauged sediment
sources within the river corridor, Upgradeall
unimproved roads in riparian arcas that must
be retained for management pusposes. Iden-
tify specific existing problern areas and irnple-
ment measures to prevent further erosion
This will boan ongoing pro<ess wherein cach
year at laast 10% of the roads in the basis will
be treated.

To relocate or upgrade existing roads in river
corridor and prohibit establishment of new perma-
nent reads in dver cormidor:

Establish a road relocation priority list for
fish habitat and viperien restoration.  Plant
roada that were obliterated for relocation
purposes with native plant species. Prohibit
establishment ofnew parallel roads in stream-
side areas, and minitmize stream and riparian
ares CTOSSINgS.

Range Managément
Livestock Management in Riparien Arcas

Review Allotment Operating Plans er Allot-
ment Managenient Plans for compliance with
theDCs, goals, and S&Gs of the Sycan W&S
River Managemeni Plan.

Livestock access to streams should be re-
strivted or prohibited in order to protect trees
and thraba, Fardal or full exclesurs shall be
provided inidentified grazing/hrowsing prob-
lem areas. Exclosures shall be used to moni-
tor the progress of vegetation establishment
and recovery,

All livestock allotments in the river corridor
ghall be 2 hiph Foreet priority for preparaticn
of Allotment Management Plans.

Perform stream surveys to determine sxisting
level of strearcbank degradation.






