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WILDERNESS SNOWMOBILE TRESPASS 

On Saturday March 21, two Kansas men were cited by the US Forest Service for snowmobiling 
in the West Elk Wilderness Area, which is off limits to motorized equipment and mechanized 
forms of travel.   The pair was observed snowmobiling into the Wilderness in the Ohio Pass area 
by Forest officers on patrol at the time.   
 
“We watched them ride right past the signs which have been posted to indicate location of the 
Wilderness boundary” notes Jim Wessel, law enforcement officer for the Paonia Ranger District. 
“They were high marking on a slope that is well inside the boundary.” The minimum fine for 
Wilderness violations is $525.00, and more often results in a mandatory court appearance.  
 
“We have had lots of problems with snowmobiles going into the Wilderness in the Kebler and 
Ohio Pass areas” said Kai Allen, Wilderness areas manager for the Gunnison Ranger District.  
“We’ve spent alot of time on education and signing in some of the most visible areas” notes 
Allen.  “But there is no way that we can identify the boundaries everywhere.  Riders are 
ultimately responsible for knowing where they are riding and making sure that they stay out of 
places where they are not allowed”.   About 20% of the 1.2 million acre Gunnison Ranger 
District is designated Wilderness. 
 
As snowmobile technology has improved and the machines have become more powerful, riders 
are able to travel places where they could never get to before.  This is leading to an increase in 
the number of Wilderness violations.  The US Forest Service will be making regular patrols of 
Wilderness boundaries this spring.  “There are vast areas to ride which are open to snowmobiles.  
We’ve got some great partnerships with the local snowmobile clubs who also provide miles and 
miles of groomed trails for riding” notes Allen. “There’s no reason whatsoever to ride in 
Wilderness, and in fact, it’s illegal.”      
 
Wilderness areas have been set aside by law as areas “designated for preservation and protection 
in their natural condition”.  All forms of motorized equipment or mechanical transportation are 
generally prohibited from Wilderness areas.   
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