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Introduction 

The Oregon Dunes is a special place. It constitutes one of the largest expanses of 
temperate coastal sand dunes in the world. The large oblique dunes found here 
occur nowhere else in the world. Stark, mist-shrouded views of dunes, forests 
and ocean in such close proximity to one another are rare and somehow hauntingly 
beautiful. Many plants and animals, including some that are found in few other 
places in the world, call the area home, either year-round or seasonally. The area 
contributes uniquely to biodiversity of the north Pacific Coast eco-region. 

Congress recognized the uniqueness of this place when it designated this 31,500-acre 
(28,900 acres managed by U.S. Forest Service) portion of the Siuslaw National 
Forest as the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area (NRA) in March of 1972. 
In setting aside this unique and beautiful area Congress prescribed that it was to 
be managed for " ... public outdoor recreation use and enjoyment" and for " ... the 
conservation of scenic, scientific, historic and other values contributing to public 
enjoyment ... ". Further, Congress told the USDA-Forest Service, which it entrusted 
with. managing and protecting this rare and beautiful gem, that it was to be available 
for the appreciation and enjoyment of future as well as the current generation of 
Americans. 

It is a great responsibility to be designated stewards for such a rare, ecologically 
complex and beautiful public treasure. It is a responsibility that cannot be taken 
lightly and that must be shared with the owners, the American public. This plan 
is intended to guide Forest Service management and protection of the Oregon 
Dunes NRA until such time as changing conditions or results of monitoring indicate 
a need for its amendment. It was developed with the participation and assistance 
of interested members of the public. It will provide guidance and direction in the 
years to come to ensure that, as stewards, we are fulfilling our public trust in a 
manner that meets the intentions Congress had in mind when it ack!l.Qwledged 
legislatively that the Oregon Dunes is indeed a special place. 

This Oregon Dunes NRA Management Plan (hereafter referred to as the Dunes 
Plan) guides all resource management activities and establishes standards and 
gUidelines (S&Gs) for the Oregon Dunes NRA. It describes resource management 
practices, levels of resource production and management, and the availability and 
suitability of NRA lands for resource management. 

The Dunes Plan establishes: 

• NRA-wide multiple-use goals and ecosystem management objectives; 
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• NRA-wide S&Gs to fulfill requirements of the National Forest Management 
Act of 1976 (NFMA); 

• Separate management areas with differing resource emphases within the 
NRA (Management Area 10 in the Siuslaw Forest Plan); 

• Management area direction including management area prescriptions and 
S&Gs applying to future management activities in specific management 
areas; 

• Monitoring and evaluation requirements. 

This Dunes Plan embodies the provisions of NFMA, the implementing regulations, 
and other guiding documents. It is developed in accordance with Siuslaw Forest 
Plan direction (S&G #10-01). Management area allocations, prescriptions, S&Gs, 
and monitoring standards constitute a statement of this Plan's management 
direction. However, projected outputs, services and rates of implementation are 
contingent upon the annual budgeting process. 

This Plan will guide NRA programs beginning in 1994. It would ordinarily be 
revised on a 10-year cycle, but at least every 15 years. It may be amended or 
revised at any time if the Forest Supervisor determines that conditions on the 
NRA have changed or if monitoring or project-level environmental analysis indicate 
a need for changed management. 

Dunes Plan Relationship to Other Documents 

Relationship to the Environmental Impact Statement and the Record of 
Decision 

This Dunes Plan sets forth "direction" for managing land and resources of the 
Oregon Dunes NRA. It results from analysis and considerations addressed in the 
accompanying Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Record of 
Decision (ROD). It implements the Preferred Alternative [Alternative F(PA)] 
from the FEIS. The ROD explains considerations and rationale used by the..Eorest 
Supervisor in making his decision to select and implement Alternative F(P A). 

The planning process and analysis procedures used to develop this plan are described 
in the FEIS. The FEIS also describes other alternatives considered in the NRA 
planning process. Specific activities and projects will be planned and implemented 
to carry out direction of this Plan. Site-specific environmental analysis will be 
performed on these activities and projects. These analyses will be tiered to the 
FEIS and the Siuslaw Forest Plan. 
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Plan Con
tents 

Relationship to the Siuslaw Forest Plan 

This Dunes Plan is tiered to and becomes a part of the Siuslaw Forest Plan. It 
amends current Forest Plan direction for Management Area 10 and is incorporated 
verbatim into the Forest Plan as revised management direction for the Oregon 
Dunes NRA. All relevant aspects of the Forest Plan, such as Forest-wide S&Gs 
and monitoring standards, continue to apply to the NRA. NRA management 
direction will be revised as part of any Forest Plan review and revision process. 

This Dunes Plan consists of four chapters and three appendices. 

Chapter I describes the purpose of this Plan, types of management direction it 
provides, relationship of this Plan to other documents, and a brief overview of 
the Oregon Dunes NRA. 

Chapter II describes responses to planning issues, concerns and opportunities and 
outputs resulting from Plan implementation. 

Chapter III is the heart of this Plan. It provides a listing of Forest-wide and 
NRA-wide S&Gs for management actions. It outlines 11 sub-management areas 
within the Oregon Dunes NRA (Forest Management Area 10). It describes goals, 
desired future conditions and management-area-specific S&Gs for each manage
ment area within the NRA. Specific locations of various management areas within 
the NRA are shown on the map labeled "Alternative FCPA)-Modified." 

Chapter IV contains implementation direction and a monitoring and evaluation 
strategy. This strategy supplements monitoring already being carried out as part 
of the Forest Plan monitoring program. As this Plan is implemented, it will be 
monitored to determine whether outputs in Chapter II and S&Gs in Chapter III 
are being met and whether they are effective in achieving desired conditions. 

Following Chapter IV are appendices which include: A) the NRA Act; B) a project 
implementation schedule; and C) a compatibility criteria for activities-en private 
lands within the NRA boundary. A glossary, a list of acronyms, and a list of 
references are also provided at the back of this Plan. 
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The Oregon Dunes NRA occupies a strip of central Oregon coastline approximately 
40 miles long and averaging 1 V2 miles wide between Coos Bay-North Bend in the 
south and Florence in the north (see Vicinity Map). It is comprised primarily of 
sand dunes, but also contains extensive areas of wetland, as well as upland 
coniferous forest along its eastern boundary. The Oregon Dunes NRA is the most 
extensive and unique expanse of sand dunes along the Pacific Coast of North 
America. A variety of unique geologic features occur here including tree islands, 
huge parabola dunes, and oblique dunes, a formation found nowhere else in the 
world. 

There are 31,500 acres within the NRA boundary. The Forest Service manages 
28,900 acres; 27,450 acres of federally-owned lands within the Oregon Dunes 
NRA and approximately 1,450 acres of national forest lands outside the NRA 
boundary. Principal features include unique coastal geology and scenery, varied 
recreational opportunities, numerous freshwater lakes and streams, and a wide 
variety of unusual and limited wildlife habitats. Primary resources include outdoor 
recreation opportunities and plant, fish and wildlife habitat. A mild climate and 
easy access along the length of the area, via U.s. Highway 101, promote year-round 
visitation for a wide variety of outdoor recreation activities. About 1.5 million 
people visit the NRA annually. The area sustains several globally significant plant 
communities, five sensitive plants, and provides critical habitat for snowy plover, 
a threatened shorebird. 

The NRAoccupies the western parts of Lane, Douglas, and Coos counties. Principal 
nearby communities include Florence, Reedsport, Coos Bay, and North Bend. 
Several smaller communities such as Dunes City, Lakeside, and Hauser are also 
nearby. 

The economy of the surrounding area was historically based on wood products 
and commercial fishing. However, in recent years these industries have declined 
while visitor and service industries (generaily associated with an increasing tourist 
and retiree popUlation) are increasingly important contributors to the coastal 
economy. 
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Figure 1. Location of the Oregon Dunes NRA 
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