
�����������������������

���������
July 22, 2008

Creation of the CCC and the road to Angell Job Corps 

The road to where we are today began in 1933. The nation was in the midst of what we now call, “The Great 
Depression”. Over 13 million Americans were out of work, nearly 1/3 of the population. People had nothing to do, 

nowhere to go and often felt hungry, apathetic and angry. 

Young men, many of them the same age as current Job Corps student, were especially vulnerable since they were often 
untrained, unskilled and unable to get experience, and often were without adequate education. They had little hope for the 
future.

Then on March 4, 1933, Franklin Roosevelt was inaugurated as President of the United States. He emphasized putting 
people back to work in what he called his “New Deal”. He brought before Congress legislation designed to employ 
thousands of unemployed young men, by putting them to work in the nation’s forests. On March 31, just ten days after 
Roosevelt proposed it, Congress past the Emergency Conservation Work Program. This was the beginning of what we call 
the Civilian Conservation Corps.

Throughout the northwest, the CCC had a big impact. Between 1933 and 1942, on an average, 
94 camps operated in Washington and Oregon, with nearly 86,000 men enrolled in the CCC 
program.

Locally, camps in Mapleton, Reedsport, Honeyman, Cape Creek (on the site at Cape Perpetua), 
and Nestucca at Clarence Creek brought men to the area to work on a variety of projects; 
planting trees, building campgrounds, trails, roads and even the Walport Ranger Station.

Today some of their work remains, either all or in part. The stone structure at the top of Cape 
Perpetua, the  Shelter at Hebo Lake and of course the numerous trails and campgrounds they 
built stand testament to their accomplishments.

Now how did we get from the CCC camps to the Angell Job Corps of today? In 
1937 a secondary or side camp to the Cape Creek Camp was constructed and 
was named Camp Angell. After eight years of working from the Cape Creek site, 
directors of the program decided to establish more permanent facilities at this 
new location. Finally, during the second week in December 1941, almost to the 
day the United States entered World War II, the CCC moved into Camp Angell. 

Within six months following this move, the CCC era came to an end as enrollees 
flocked to join the military and the camps shut down. Finally, funding for the 
program ended on June 30, 1942.

Angell, however continued to serve a purpose. First as a camp for Conscientious Objectors during WWII, later as the 
home of the first Alsea Ranger District, and now as the site of today’s Angell Job Corps.

This year we celebrate 75 years of providing quality training and education to thousands of young men and women, and to 
recognize the hard work of those that led the way. 

Entrance to Camp Nestucca

Cape Creek Camp circa 1935


