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Prior to the mid-1950’s, timber harvest in the Coast Range was primarily restricted to private lands.  By that time, 
much of the easily accessible private lands had been harvested and the demand for timber products from federal 
lands was increasing.   

Early harvest systems often consisted of steam donkeys and wood spars being set 
up in canyon bottoms.  Large cables were strung uphill and logs were yarded down 
the slopes to form cold decks in the canyon bottoms.  The logs were then skidded 
on down the creeks to the rivers where log rafts were formed to be floated down 
stream to the mills.  This was the norm on private land and was used to some extent 
in the limited harvest of National Forest lands through the 1950’s.  Evidence of 
these activities can still be seen today with crawler tractor grouser marks etched 
into the sandstone of stream bottoms, large old logging cables traversing the 
steams, and in some areas railroad grades and portions of remaining tracks.  

With the 1960’s came a more focused emphasis on multiple-use management of the 
Forest resources.  This period was the beginning of a ridge top road system, up-hill 
yarding with steel towers, large clearcuts, hot slash burns and aggressive reforestation 
programs.  It was also a time of numerous landslides which originated from the over-
loading of steep slopes and headwall areas with sidecast road construction materials and 
clearcut logging debris.

In the late 1970’s and through the 1980’s, concerns of soil compaction, depletion of 
soil nutrients through hot burns, and wildlife and fish habitat needs surfaced.  Highlead and tractor logging was nearly 
curtailed as were hot burns.  Streamside buffers and headwall leave areas were initiated.  Large slackline yarding systems, 
and motorized carriages to better protect stream buffers and adjacent managed stands were almost exclusively used.  
Helicopters were also used on occasion.  

By the early 1980’s large 80 to 120 acre clearcuts were reduced to less than 60 acres and 40 acres.  Woody debris and 
standing snags and trees were retained, and habitat reserves were created for 
various species.  Also during this decade an aggressive program of commercial 
thinning previously harvested and replanted areas began.  

Fiscal year 1990 was the last big year to sell clearcut-type timber sales from 
the Siuslaw; 381.7 million board feet.  Most of these sales were either partially 
logged or stopped before they could begin logging.  Timber sales that were 
sold prior to 1990 that had not finish logging also had to stop their logging 
operations.  

*Stay tuned for why the sales had to stop logging, what happened in the 1990’s that affected the Siuslaw’s timber sale 
program, and the Forests’ timber management practices and strategy into the 21st century.
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