Order Number 422-01

ORDER
SEASONAL ROAD CLOSURES
WALLOWA-WHITMAN NATIONAL FOREST

HELLS CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

Pursuant to 36 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 261.50(b), the following are prohibited
on designated portions of forest roads on the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest and
described in Appendix A and shown on the attached maps in Appendix B of this order.
This order will take effect each year three days prior to the start of the archery hunting
season and continue until the end of the final elk hunting season for that big-game
hunting unit. This order will be in effect until rescinded. The following acts are
prohibited:

Using any type of vehicle prohibited by the order. For the purpose of this order,

the restriction applies to motorized vehicles on or within 300 feet of the forest
development roads listed in Appendix A of this order [36 CFR 261.54(a)].

Pursuant to 36 CFR 261.50(e), the following persons are exempt from this order:
1. Persons with a permit specifically authorizing the otherwise prohibited act or
omission.
2. Any Federal, State, or local officer or member of any organized rescue or fire-

fighting force in the performance of any official duty.

These prohibitions are in addition to the general prohibitions on 36 CFR 261, Subpart (a).

Done at Baker City, Oregon this 24™ day of August, 2004.
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Richard Markley /

Acting Forest Supervisor
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest

Violations of these prohibitions are punishable by a fine of not more than $5000 for an
individual or $10,000 for an organization, or imprisonment for not more then 6 months,
or both (16 USC 551 and 18 USC 3559 and 3571).



Appendix A

Closure: On or within 300 feet either side of that portion of Forest Trail 1774
(Lord Flat Trail) beginning at the gate at Warnock Corral in T 1S, R 49E, S 12
and continuing to an area south of the Lord Flat Landing Strip in T 2N, R 50E,
S8, SW Y.

Closure: On or within 300 feet either side of that portion of Forest Road 4600-
595 (Teepee Butte Road) from its junction with Forest Road 4600-596 in T 4N, R
46E, S 1 for its entire length, ending in T 5N, R 46E, S21, NE Y%.

Closure: On or within 300 feet either side of that portion of Forest Road 4600-
596 (Wildhorse Ridge Road) from its junction with Road 4600-595 and
continuing for its entire length, ending in T 5N, R 46E, S14, SW Y.

Closure: On or within 300 feet either side of that portion of Forest Road 3965-
320 (PO Saddle Road) beginning at the gate near PO Saddle in T 4S R 48E, S12
and continuing until the previous closure at the road’s entry into Wilderness in T
3S, R49E, S31, NW Y.

Appendix B

Refer to attached maps of the area.



Justification for Closure of Forest Trail 1774 and Forest Roads 4600-595, 4600-596,
and 3965

To protect plateau habitat for big-game in the Snake River and Imnaha River drainages,
these seasonal road closures will be implemented during archery and rifle big-game
hunting seasons. Access to these areas will continue to be authorized for travel by foot,
bicycle, packstock, or non-motorized cart. In addition, use of the Lord Flat Backcountry
Airstrip will continue to be allowed for use by aircraft during the closure period. The
seasonal closure is needed to reduce harassment to wildlife in critical plateau habitat as
described in the Amended Comprehensive Management Plan for the Hells Canyon
National Recreation Area.

Law Enforcement Plan

Hunters were alerted to the upcoming closures through personal contacts by Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Oregon State Police, and Forest Service employees in
Fall 2003. In addition, a news release was distributed in August 2004 to alert hunters
throughout the Pacific Northwest of the upcoming closures.

The roads will be closed with locked gates. A Memorandum of Understanding between
the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
dated January 1, 2004 establishes joint enforcement authorization between federal and
state law enforcement personnel. Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Oregon State
Police, and Forest Service employees will be patrolling the road closure portals and will
take appropriate law enforcement action if violations are reported or evidence of a
violation is witnessed. The appropriate action could result in issuing a verbal warning,
written warning, or Notice of Violation to the violators.
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APPENDIX B

Road 4600- 595 - Teepee Butte Road
Road 4600- 596 - Wildhorse Ridge Road
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