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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Annual Operating Instructions meeting was conducted on Mar. 12, 2008 at the Carson National Forest 

Supervisor's Office. Permittees attending the meeting included Clorinda and Pacomio Mondragon. 

Wayne Yoncmoto represented the U. S. Forest Service. The Annual Operating Instructions (AOI) is a 

decision (and if applicable an appeal) document that is made part of the terms and conditions of the Term 

Grazing Permit. The AOI includes guidance criteria described below that addresses annual resource 

conditions, livestock numbers, period of use, pasture rotations, monitoring and range improvement 

projects. The 2003 Rangeland Management Action Plan for the Santa Fe and Carson National Forests 

continues to be program guidance. The objectives of this strategic action plan continues to be a high 

priority and emphasizes collaboration, rangeland health, rangeland monitoring and permittee involvement. 

The environmental assessment decision for grazing permit issuance was completed in 2007. The livestock 

grazing fee is S1.35/HM (Cattle). 

II. CLIMATE 

The dry weather pattern condition includes the following. Within the Southwest, the National Oceanic 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 3-month forecast is increased chances of below normal 

precipitation Mar. through May, 2008, as well as, increased chances if above normal temperatures. The 

SPI definition that indicates the end-of-drought is for the SPI values to be positive 1.0 (or higher) for the 

past 12 months. The SPI for the past 12 months thru February is described as Near Normal (-0.74 to 

+0.74) so the end of drought has not occurred. Within the District, during the periods of Oct. to Dec, 2007 

and Jan. to Feb., 2008, there were areas of favorable above normal precipitation and below normal 

temperatures. 

III. 2007 MONITORING REPORT 

Review of Monitoring data 

The 2007 monitoring information in the Allotment Study file was reviewed. The allotment was mostly 

dry through June but forage production improved after the July, August precipitation. Participants 

discussed areas of below average to average production and average to above average production, pattern-

of-use, utilization and stubble height. Utilization guidelines (20 to 40%) were met at the end of the 

season. Pasture A utilization estimates by the permittee on July 6, 2007: Pasture A North - 25%; Pasture A 

Middle - 25%; Pasture A South - 25%; Pasture B - Nonuse. End of Season monitoring was discussed. 

2007 AOI Compliance 

• Within the Mojino, end of season utilization met the utilization guidelines 

• Project maintenance of Carson/Tres Orejas boundary fence completed. 
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»	 Supplemental feeding (salt) was located in the pinyon/junipcr areas that are at least 
0.5 miles to 1.0 mile from the water sources. 

IV. MONITORING
 

AOI Includes Reference To Following Monitoring Information:
 

1.	 Weather update (SPI and temperature) 

2.	 Soil moisture depth 

3.	 Water availability 

4.	 Location of paired annual production/utilization cages with supporting photos 
and documentation 

5.	 Key site map of the Allotment 

6.	 Key forage list showing 

a.	 Vegetation type 

b.	 Species list 

c.	 Stubble height 

1.	 Range readiness stubble ht./utilization guidelines 

2.	 Grazing season monitoring stubble ht./utilization guidelines 

3.	 End of season stubble ht./utilization guidelines 

7.	 Range readiness documentation 

8.	 Watershed health indicators 

Utilization Guidelines 

Within each pasture, grazing utilization would occur at 20% to 40% (percent dry weight) of the annual 

available forage (not to exceed 40%) and would be assessed at the end of the growing season. 

(The utilization guideline in the riparian areas includes leaving 4 inches of stubble height of the annual 

available forage when livestock exit the pasture. The Arroyo Aguaje de la Petaca is not within the 

boundary of the Mojino Pasture (B). The allotment does not contain riparian areas). When proper use 

levels are reached within the pasture, livestock will be moved to the next scheduled pasture unless other 
management considerations require livestock removal before proper use levels are reached. 

Key Forage Species	 Stubble Ht - Inches 

Western wheatgrass	 4 

Crested wheatgrass	 4 

Arizona fescue	 6 

Needleandthrcad	 4 

Juncgrass	 2.5 

Sand dropseed	 8 

Monitoring Methods 

Other monitoring methods that may be used on the allotment are: Parker 3-Step, Rapid Assessment 

Method (RAM), Ocular Estimate Method, Ocular Utilization by Dry Weight, Photo Point, Range Trend 

Plot and Cover-Frequency. 












