
Puerto Viejo Allotment Annual Operating Instructions 
Quemado Ranger District 

2005 Annual Operating Instructions 
(12/10 04) 

 

Permittee:       Robert Buchanan 

Permit Number:     06-613 
Term Permitted Livestock Numbers: Permitted From To Type
 128 cow/calf 5/1 9/30 Term
 

2005 Annual Validation: Authorized From To Type
 60 cow/calf 5/1 9/30 Term
 68 cow/calf Non-Use with MOU 

2005 Pasture Rotation:   
Pasture From To Numbers Allowable Use 
Padilla 5/1/05 9/30/05 60 head 40% 
Chavez Rested Rested Rested N/A 

Grazing Restriction:  
No grazing restrictions occur within the Padilla pasture. 

Allowable Use:   
The 1995 Environmental Assessment and Decision Notice identified 40% as the 
allowable utilization by grazing animals. 

Utilization Monitoring of Key Areas: 
Utilization monitoring will continue on key areas. In order to insure allowable use levels 
are not exceeded, monitoring will be conducted during the midpoint of the scheduled use 
period for each pasture.  At a minimum, forest personnel will also monitor key areas 
within two weeks before or after livestock leave a pasture.  The percentage of grazing 
utilization will be determined at that time. It is imperative that utilization is in compliance 
with the established allowable use levels.  You are responsible for recognizing utilization 
levels and complying with established allowable use levels.  The following dates have 
been scheduled for monitoring on the allotment. 

Pastures Monitoring Dates Monitoring Dates
Padilla 7/15/05 10/4/05

I encourage you to attend the Forage Monitoring workshop that will be conducted on 
May 20, 2005 that was discussed at the January 21, 2005 permittee meeting.  This 
workshop can provide you the tools to recognize utilization levels and take action before 
exceedence of allowable use levels occur.  I cannot stress the importance of complying 
with the established allowable use levels. 



2004 Utilization Monitoring Results: 
Pasture Date Key Area Use %
Chavez 11/10/04 C-2 36% 
Chavez 11/10/04 C-3 38% 
Chavez 11/10/04 C-4 68% 
Chavez 11/10/04 C-5 47% 
Chavez 11/10/04 P-7 28% 

Monitoring results from 2004 indicated utilization exceeded allowable use levels in the 
Chavez Pasture on C4 and C5.  It is your responsibility to comply with allowable use 
guidelines.  The Chavez pasture will receive complete rest this year to maintain and allow 
complete recovery within the Chavez pasture. 

You are scheduled to utilize the Padilla pasture this grazing season.  During 2003, C1 and 
P5 exceeded the allowable use levels.  I would appreciate it if you would pay particular 
attention to these key areas and ensure that utilization is within the allowable use levels. 
Buck, to avoid potential non-compliance with allowable use levels, it is really important 
that you comply with the established allowable use levels.   

Forage Growth and Water Availability:  
If forage growth and/or water availability is not adequate during all or portions of the 
2005 grazing season, total or partial livestock removal from the allotment will be 
necessary.  Part 2, clause 8(c) of the grazing permit provides this option. 

Range developments:   
All assigned range developments identified in the Term Grazing Permit will be 
maintained to a functional status.   

In addition to maintenance of range improvements you discussed other improvements 
that you would like to have in the future: 

1. Thin vegetation around Padilla Spring to increase water availability and 
production of the spring. 

2. Extend pipeline from Killion tank and install storage tank to distribute and 
provide flexibility in managing livestock within the pasture.  Joe Giron will 
review this project on the ground with you. 

Actual Use:     
Actual use for the 2004 grazing season was 460 AUM’s.  The 10-year average is 299 
AUM’s. 

Other Information: 
If you have any questions or comments concerning these annual operating instructions 
please do not hesitate to call John Pierson at 773-4678. 

 

/s/ Janice S. Stevenson     3/1/05    

JANICE S. STEVENSON      Date 
District Ranger 
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