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Dear Interested Public, 

Please find enclosed a scoping statement regarding grazing management on the Sabie Mountain 
Allotment in the Vernon Management Area of the Spanish Fork Ranger District. This notice 
marks the beginning of an analysis to fulfill requirements of the National Environmental Policy 
Act. 

The purpose of this letter is to invite those who are interested to provide comments on this 
proposal.  Comments may be submitted by phone (801) 798-3571; by fax (801) 798-3050; by 
mail to the Spanish Fork District Ranger, 44 West 400 North, Spanish Fork, Utah 84660; or by e-
mail comments-intermtn-uinta-spanishfork@fs.fed.us.  Please submit comments by September 4, 
2007, to ensure full consideration.   

Based on preliminary analysis, this project may be categorically excluded from analysis and 
documentation in an environmental assessment or environmental impact statement. If you have 
any questions concerning this proposal, please feel free to contact Renae Bragonje at (801) 798-
3571. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 

 

/S/ DOUG H. JONES    
DOUGLAS H. JONES   
Spanish Fork District Ranger   
 
 
 

 

 ENCLOSURE   
    
    
 



 

SCOPING STATEMENT 
 

Sabie Mountain 
Range Allotment Management 

 
Spanish Fork Ranger District 

Uinta National Forest 
 
Purpose and Need  
 
The Sabie Mountain Allotment consists of 8140 acres. Seventy-five percent of the allotment consists of 
Forest Service System Lands and 25 percent of the allotment was obtained from the State of Utah in the 
Utah Schools and Land Exchange Act of 1998.  The purpose and need is continue current grazing 
management on the Sabie Mountain Allotment, which has demonstrated to be meeting or satisfactorily 
moving toward desired conditions, in order to provide livestock forage to the permittee, and to implement 
grazing management direction in the 2003 Uinta National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan.  
 
Proposed Action 
 
The Forest Service proposes to authorize continued grazing use within the Sabie Mountain Allotment 
which is located near Lofgreen, Utah, Tooele County in T9S, R4W, Sections 7, 8, 17-20, 27-34 and T10S 
R4W Sections 5-8 and 17-18 (See attached map).  
   
The Sabie Mountain Allotment is permitted for 288 cow/calf pairs from 05/06 to 7/31 under a 
term grazing permit and for 25 cow/calf pairs from 05/06 to 7/31 under a private land term 
grazing permit. It is managed with a rest-rotation grazing system.  
 
The allotment is currently managed under the Uinta National Forest 2003 Land and Resource 
Management Plan.  Standards and guidelines from the Forest Plan applicable to the proposed action are 
listed below:  
Graze-4 Standard:  Limit grazing to meet the following utilization levels on non-riparian 

vegetation types based on the annual average of the current year’s growth.   
 

Forage Utilization Standards 
 

Forage Utilization 
Vegetation Type Very Early – 

Early Seral 
Mid – Late 

Seral 
General Uplands and Winter Range    
Upland shrublands (sagebrush, snowberry, mountain 
mahogany species, cliffrose, bitterbrush, saltbrush, and 
mountain brush)  

40%  60% 

Grasslands 45% 65% 
 
Graze-9 Guideline:  Implement intensive grazing management that provides periodic rest 

designed to achieve and maintain desired vegetation community composition and 
structure. 

 



 

 
S&W-3 Guideline:  Maintain at least 70 percent of potential effective ground cover to 

provide nutrient cycling and protect the soil from erosion in excess of soil loss 
tolerance limits. 

 
WL&F-2 Standard:  Provide wildlife escape ramps in all developed water sources. 
 
WL&F-3 Guideline:  Provide for wildlife movement through and/or around structures or 

project sites such as fences, spring developments, guzzlers, roads, and ditches. 
 
There are very limited riparian areas on the allotment. There is a riparian area at Dog Hollow 
which is fenced off from livestock and approximately one-quarter mile of intermittent class III 
stream in the Dog Hollow Drainage.   
 
Graze-3 Standard:  Limit grazing to meet the following utilization levels within Riparian 

Habitat Conservation Areas (RHCAs) based on the average current year’s growth. 
 

Utilization Standards by for Class III Streams 
 

Utilization Standard by Season of Use 
Very Early – Early  RHCA Class Minimum Percent of Stream 

Length 
Early Late 

Minimum Greenline Stubble Height1

Class III  70% 3” 4” 

Forage Utilization Limits2

Class III  70% 60% 50% 
Willow Utilization2

Class III  70% N/A 35% 
 
Note:  There are no willow utilization standards for early season use.  
1 Height of key species (palatable, hydrophytic species indicative of mid to late seral riparian plant communities, or 
as indicated in the site-specific Allotment Management Plan).  If acceptable “key species” are absent from a site, 
only utilization standards shall be used. 
2 Percent of total average annual growth. 
 
Riparian Habitat Conservation Area (RHCA)  
 
Portions of watersheds where riparian-dependent resources receive primary emphasis and 
management activities are subject to specific standards and guidelines.  RHCAs include 
traditional riparian corridors, wetlands, perennial and intermittent streams, and other areas that 
help maintain the integrity of aquatic ecosystems.  Class III with widths extend 100 feet from 
each edge of the waterbody (200 feet total).   

 
S&W-4 Guideline:  Maintain adequate ground cover to filter runoff and prevent 

 



 

detrimental erosion in Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas (RHCAs). 
 

Riparian Habitat Conservation Area (RHCA) Ground Cover Requirements 
 

RHCA  Minimum Ground 
Cover Requirement 

Minimum Percent of RHCA 
to Meet Requirement 

Class III 80% of Potential 70% 
 
 
Graze-5 Standard:  Locate new livestock troughs, tanks, and holding facilities out of 

Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas (RHCAs).  For existing livestock handling 
facilities inside RHCAs, assure that facilities do not prevent attainment of aquatic 
Forest Plan management direction.  Modify, relocate, or close existing facilities 
where aquatic Forest Plan management direction cannot be met. 

 
Graze-6 Standard:  Locate livestock salt grounds outside of Riparian Habitat 

Conservation Areas (RHCAs). 
 
Graze-8 Guideline:  Minimize trailing livestock through Riparian Habitat Conservation 

Areas (RHCAs).  Close or relocate livestock driveways to minimize impacts to 
RHCAs. 
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