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KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST 

31374 U.S. Highway 2 

Libby, MT 59923 

Forest Supervisor's Order 

CLOSURE ORDER IN THE BIG CREEK AREA 

Pursuant to 16 U.S.C. §551, and title 36 C.F.R. 26 l .50(a) and 26 I .50(b ), the following closure is in effect on the Rexford 
Ranger District on the Kootenai National Forest, Lindon County, Montana. 

PROHIBITION 

It is prohibited to go into or be upon any area which is closed for the protection of Threatened, endangered, rare, unique, 
or vanishing species of plants, animals, birds or fish. 36 C.F.R. §26 l.53(a) Special Closures. 

PURPOSE 

This restriction is to enact a closure within an area identified as a peregrine falcon nesting area. The closure was designed 
to eliminate the potential disturbance from recreational climbers or other recreationists on nesting peregrine falcons 
within the Big Creek nesting area. Disturbance can displace individuals and cause nest abandonment (USDI 1999). 
during the peak summer season. This is consistent with the goals and desired conditions outlined in the 20 l 5 Kootenai 
Forest Plan. 

AREA CLOSED 

Portions of the Big Creek cliff face and the ridge top areas immediately adjacent to this face, located in Township 35 
North, Range 29 West, Section 35, including: the SW¼; the portion west of, but not including, the FDR road of the south 
half of the Northeast¼; and the pot1ion west of, but not including, the FDR road of the SE¼., as depicted on the map 
attached as Exhibit A and herby incorporated into this Order. 

IMPLEMENTATION 

This order will be in effect from March 29, 2022, to August 3 I, 2022, or until rescinded, which ever comes first. 

EXEMPTIONS 

Pursuant to 36 C.F.R. §26 l .50(e), the following are exempt from this Order: 1. Persons with a special use authorization or other Forest Service authorization specifically exempting them from the
effect of this Order. 36 C.F.R. § 261.50(e)(l).

2. Any Federal, State, or local officer, or member of an organized rescue or fire fighting force in the performance of an
official duty. 36 C.F.R. § 261.50(e)(4)

PENALTY 

Violation of these prohibitions is punishable by a fine of not more than $5,000 for an individual or $10,000 for an 
organization, or imprisonment for not more than 6 months, or both (16 U.S.C. § 551 and 18 U.S.C. §§ 3559, 3571, and 
3581). 

INFORMATION 

Further information regarding this order may be obtained at the Eureka District office in Eureka, MT, (406) 296-2536, or at the 
Kootenai National Forest Supervisor's Office located at 31374 U.S. Highway 2, Libby, MT, 59923, (406) 293-6211. 

Done at Libby, Montana this zq \-I-day of Marc
�:�

22.
�..;>�_;:::::) 

Chad Benson 
Forest Supervisor 
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      Exhibit A  

Big Creek Peregrine Falcon Closure 
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