
Dispersed Camping 
at the Pinnacles
One of the most popular dispersed camping locations on the Buffalo 
Gap National Grassland is known as the Pinnacles. Located along 
Forest Service Roads 7158 and 7170 south of Wall, South Dakota, and 
just north of Badlands National Park, the Pinnacles area offers 
magnificent views east over the Badlands “wall” and across thousands 
of acres of multiple-use public grasslands.

To reach the Pinnacles from Wall, drive seven miles south on South 
Dakota Highway 240, and look for a cattle guard on the left with a 
brown vertical post reading 7170, near several radio towers. If you 
reach the Badlands National Park entrance, you've gone too far.

FSRs 7158 and 7170 are narrow, rocky, unimproved gravel roads, and 
visitors travel at their own risk - drive slowly, be watchful for oncoming 
traffic and fellow campers, and do not widen the road by driving around 
muddy spots. Obey all posted signs and do not drive into closed areas. 
ATVs and UTVs are not permitted off designated roads. Violators will 
be cited. Scout your campsite before attempting to drive in - even small 
amounts of rain can turn local soils into a sticky, slippery gumbo that 
will trap your vehicle. 

Dispersed camping on the Wall Ranger District is limited to a maximum 
of 14 days between May 15 and November 15.
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The Pinnacles area has experienced a dramatic increase in use in recent 
years. Through sensitive and thoughtful camping practices, you can help 
keep the Pinnacles a clean, safe, and enjoyable location for future visitors 
to the Buffalo Gap National Grassland.

No visitor services are provided at the Pinnacles. Pack out all garbage, 
scatter any rock fire rings, and use local private dump stations for 
wastewater. Obey posted fire restrictions during fire season. Camp on hard 
surfaces to minimize your footprint on the land, respect other users of the 
grassland, and keep a sensible distance from wildlife and livestock. Report 
violations to the Wall Ranger District office at 710 Main Street.
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