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The USDA Forest Service is moving forward with implementation of the Great American Outdoors Act (GAOA) to 

address deferred maintenance and other infrastructure projects on national forests and grasslands. The GAOA 

funding will be used to maximize the benefits experienced by millions of Americans who visit and use their national 

forests. GAOA projects will also improve conditions on forests and rangelands, reduce wildfire risk, and increase the 

resiliency of our nation’s forests for present and future generations. 

In north-central Idaho, on the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests’  

Lochsa-Powell Ranger District, Forest Service employees and partners 

worked together over the summer to improve recreational opportunities 

for hikers in the Lochsa River corridor. 

For hikers, the Lochsa Downriver Trail #2 is about 16 miles from Split Creek 

going upstream to the Lochsa Historical Ranger Station and then ending at 

the Sherman Creek trailhead. The trail is a favorite for locals and visitors to 

the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests because it offers the beautiful 

scenery of the Lochsa River corridor and vantage points that look down on 

the Lochsa River and other pristine areas.  

This summer, GAOA funding made it possible to accomplish needed trail 

maintenance work, improving the experience for future visitors enjoying the trail. Workers and supervisors from the 

Idaho Department of Corrections worked on the trail for 20 days to clear overgrown vegetation, repair footbridges, 

improve trail tread, and provide general overall maintenance. 

Forest Service officials can’t stress enough the importance of partnerships that helped get the job done. 

“They did fantastic work,” said Galen Sparks, GAOA Trails Program 

Lead, of the Idaho Department of Corrections crew that assisted the 

Forest Service in the trails work. “They were super eager to do 

quality work on our trails and helped to tackle those deferred 

maintenance projects.” 

Idaho Department of Corrections crew working hard on the Lochsa Downriver Trail 
#2 GAOA project.
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Repairs to Crib Wall and foot bridge. 


