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Sierra and Sequoia Forest Plan Revision Update 
Next Steps and Objection Process 

In 2019 the Sierra and Sequoia national forests released revised draft plans and a revised draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), and provided the public, Tribes, and other stakeholders an opportunity to review and 
comment on the plans and analysis. The Forest Service has reviewed those comments and updated the plans and 
EIS in response to comments and considering any new information, including best available science. With 
development of the final revised plans and EIS, the next step in the plan revision process is to release the final 
revised plans, a final EIS, and draft records of decision (RODs). With the publication of these final documents, 
we will enter the administrative review phase (also known as the objection period), which allows those with 
standing (defined below) an opportunity to work with us to resolve outstanding issues prior to a final decision 
on these documents and on the Species of Conservation Concern lists for each forest. More information about 
this process is described below. 

Forest Plan Revision 
Process 
National Forest land management 
plans, or “forest plans,” guide 
management actions over the long 
term, ensuring essential resources and 
benefits remain available for 
generations to come. The process to 
develop forest plans takes time and 
includes many steps.  
Sierra and Sequoia Plan 
Revision 
The Sequoia & Sierra Forest Plan 
Revision began with the forest 
assessment phase in 2013. The 
proposed action was released in 2014. 
The draft forest plans and draft EIS 
were released in 2016 and revised 
draft forest plans and revised draft EIS 
in 2019. We have now developed the 
final forest plans, final EIS, and draft 
RODs (bottom of cycle graphic) and 
are preparing for the objections phase 
(described in more detail below). 

Summary diagram of Forest Plan Revision Cycle. The Forest Service has developed 
the final forest plans and final environment impact statement and is preparing to 
start the objection phase of plan revision. A more detailed diagram of the plan 
revision process is available on the plan revision website. 
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Next Steps 
Objecting to the Revised Forest Plans 
Individuals and entities have standing to object to the revised forest plan draft decision if they submitted 
substantive comments during earlier formal comment periods in this plan revision effort and do not agree with 
how their specific concerns were resolved in the final revised forest plans. When the revised forest plans, FEIS, 
and draft RODs are released, objections may be filed during the 60-day objection filing period. Known as a 
“predecisional objection,” this administrative challenge to the draft decision provides one more opportunity for 
those who have previously participated in the plan revision process to work with us to resolve conflicts. 
Objections must be based on the same concerns raised in earlier comments unless the concerns address an issue 
that arose after the last formal comment period. 
The objection process is described in the 2012 Planning Rule (36 Code of Federal Regulations 219 subpart B). 
Subpart B identifies who may file objections to a plan revision, the responsibilities of the participants in an 
objection, and the procedures that apply to the review of the objection. Key steps in the objection process are 
summarized in the diagram below. 

 
The 60‐day objection filing period will begin with the publication of legal notices in the Porterville Recorder 
and Fresno Bee. Instructions for filing objections will be described in the notices. Once published, a copy of the 
legal notices with the publication date will be posted with other project documents on the project website.  
Objections concerning the revised forest plans will be reviewed by the Regional Forester, and objections 
concerning the Species of Conservation Concern list will be reviewed by the Chief of the Forest Service. The 
objection reviewing officer may offer to meet with objectors to discuss their concerns. The reviewing officer 
may resolve objections by directing the responsible officials to update the plan(s) or the analysis in the final EIS 
or supporting documents. If objectors and the Forest Service find a solution to successfully resolve concerns, 
objectors may withdraw their objection. Within 90 days of the close of the objection filing period, the reviewing 
officer will issue a formal written objection response letter or, if additional time is needed, extend this timeline. 
Participating as an Interested Person 
Other people who have been active in the Sierra and Sequoia plan revision process and are interested in the 
revised forest plans may request to participate in meetings to resolve objections. “Interested persons” may 
include any party not named in the objection who submitted prior substantive formal comments demonstrating 
their participation during the planning process. At the close of the objection filing period, the Forest Service 
will give notice of objections received, and will provide the opportunity for others to review these objections 
and notify the reviewing officer if they would like to participate as an interested person related to particular 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=3375
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objection(s). Such requests to participate as an interested person must be received within 10 days after the 
Forest Service publishes the notice of objections received at the close of the objection filing period.  
Final Decisions 
Final decisions for the plans may be signed when all instructions identified by the objection reviewing officer in 
the objection response letter have been addressed and after a 30-Day Notice of Availability of the final 
environmental impact statement has been published in the Federal Register. The Forest Service will then 
publish the final plans and records of decision that document the final decisions and the responsible officials’ 
rationale. This signals the close of the Forest Service’s environmental analysis and administrative process for 
the forest plan revision. 

Implementation of the Revised Plans 
Once final decisions are issued for the revised plans, anticipated in early 2023, the Forest Service will begin 
managing the Sequoia and Sierra national forests based on the direction in the revised plans. Project decisions, 
such as fuel reduction treatments or recreation developments, must then be consistent with plan components in 
the revised plans. The Forest Service will continue to work with tribes, the public, and government partners to 
review and develop projects, which will be shaped through collaboration and public involvement and will 
include project-specific environmental analysis and decisions. 

Monitoring 
During the life of the plans, the Forest Service must monitor the effectiveness of each forest plan. Monitoring 
provides feedback by testing assumptions, tracking relevant conditions over time, and measuring the 
effectiveness of the forest plans and plan components. If monitoring results indicate that a change to the forest 
plan may be appropriate, the Forest Service may begin the process of amending the plan and will provide the 
public with opportunities to be involved. The monitoring programs developed for the revised plans are 
described in Chapter 4 of the plans. 

For More Information 
For more information about the Sequoia and Sierra National Forests plan revision effort and to view additional 
project documents, please visit the Sierra Sequoia Plan Revision website or contact us by email at: 
SM.FS.r5reviseplan@usda.gov.   
More information about forest plan revision and public involvement opportunities is available in the Citizens 
Guide to National Forest Planning and on the Forest Service Planning rule website. 
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