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Sierra and Sequoia Forest Plan Revision Update 
At-Risk Species 

The Sierra and Sequoia National Forests have finalized 
their revised forest plans. To help you to prepare for 
when we release the final plans and related documents, 
we’re providing an overview of how the plans will 
address at-risk species.    

 
Fisher. USDA Forest Service photo. 

We expect to publish the final revised plans, final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), and draft 
decision documents for the Sierra and Sequoia 
National Forests in June 2022. For this preview, we 
are summarizing changes related to at-risk species 
since 2019 when the revised draft plans and EIS 
(RDEIS) were released.  

What Are At-Risk Species? 
At-risk species include threatened, endangered, 
proposed or candidate species under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA), as determined by the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and species of conservation 
concern, as determined by the Forest Service. 
A species of conservation concern (SCC) is a plant 
or animal species known to occur on the forest and 

for which we have substantial concern about its 
ability to persist on the forest over the long-term. 
Each forest has its own SCC list, which is approved 
by the Regional Forester. The Regional Forester 
coordinated with each Forest Supervisor and 
approved draft SCC lists for the Sequoia and Sierra 
National Forests in 2019.  

What Has Not Changed Since 2019? 
Species of Conservation Concern Lists 
There has been no change to the SCC list for the 
Sequoia National Forest since 2019. The Sierra 
National Forest SCC list is mostly unchanged, with 
no change to the animal species and one additional 
plant species added because it was first detected on 
the forest after 2019 (see “What Has Changed Since 
2019” section, below, for more information). 

Intent of the Revised Plans 
The revised plans aim to provide for ecological 
integrity and support persistence of native species in 
the plan area. The intent is to keep common species 
common, prevent species of conservation concern 
from needing to be listed as threatened or 
endangered, and provide ecological conditions to 
support the recovery of ESA-listed species.  

Foundational ecosystem-level plan content 
A suite of ecosystem-level plan components was 
developed to provide ecosystem conditions that 
would support the needs of most terrestrial, aquatic, 
and riparian plant and animal species. The structure 
of this plan content remains the same as in the draft 
revised plans released in 2019, with ecosystem-
level content sufficient for most species.  
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Species requiring species-specific plan 
content 
In the RDEIS, we determined that the ecosystem-
level plan content was not sufficient to provide for 
persistence of some at-risk species. We included 
species-specific plan content to address known 
threats for these species in the revised plans. The 
species identified as needing species-specific plan 
content have not changed since the 2019 RDEIS; 
however, we added or modified species-specific 
plan content for some species to improve clarity or 
enhance essential components (see “What Has 
Changed Since 2019” section, below, for more 
information). 

Emphasis on Resilience and Restoration 
The revised plans continue to emphasize the need to 
manage for increased forest resilience across the 
landscape. Unlike the existing forest plans, the draft 
and final revised plans allow for more flexibility in 
management options to promote resilience and 
enhance overall ecological integrity while retaining 
essential habitat features for at-risk species. 

What Has Changed Since 2019? 
We made several updates to the revised forest plans 
since the release of the revised draft plans in 2019 
and summarize key updates here.  

Updated Best Available Science 
During the 2019 comment period, several 
commenters submitted additional publications for 
consideration as best available science. We 
reviewed all submitted publications and, where we 
affirmed that there was new science that was 
accurate, reliable, and relevant, we updated 
supporting rationale documents and plan content to 
incorporate new findings. Science related to 
conservation of at-risk species and threats to 
ecological integrity continues to evolve. As drought, 
tree mortality, and large and severe fires continue to 
affect the plan area, we reviewed new science and 
integrated the best available information relevant 
for at-risk species and their habitats into the revised 
plans and FEIS analysis. 

Two New ESA-listed Species 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service has listed two 
additional species as endangered under the ESA: 
southern Sierra Nevada distinct population segment 
of fisher in 2020 and Sierra Nevada red fox in 2021. 

One New Species of Conservation Concern  
As noted above, one plant species was added to the 
SCC list for the Sierra National Forest. The 
Yosemite woolly sunflower was first detected on 
the Sierra National Forest in July 2019. Based on its 
newly confirmed presence and known threats to 
persistence of this isolated population, this species 
met the criteria to be designated as an SCC on the 
Sierra National Forest and was added to the list. 

 
Yosemite wooly sunflower. Photo by Barry Breckling. 

New Plan Content for At-risk Plants  
Since the revised draft plans in 2019, we included 
more detailed plan content to reduce potential 
negative impacts to at-risk plant species during land 
management activities. These changes align with 
plan content incorporated during finalization of the 
2019 Inyo National Forest Land Management Plan. 
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Updated Plan Content for At-risk Species 
After reviewing updated threats and conservation 
recommendations, we revised plan content relevant 
for at-risk species where necessary. For example, 
we updated the plan content relevant for California 
spotted owls to better align with the 2019 
Conservation Strategy for the California Spotted 
Owl in the Sierra Nevada (CSO Strategy). In 
addition to the species-specific content, we edited 
relevant ecosystem-level plan content including 
updates to terrestrial ecosystems, old forests, and 
Wildlife Habitat Management Area. The figure 
below depicts the areas within California spotted 
owl territories where species-specific plan content 
would apply as recommended in the CSO Strategy. 

 
Depiction of a California spotted owl territory 
 

We formally consulted with the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service regarding plan content for all ESA-
listed animal and plant species in the plan area. 
During this process, we reviewed and evaluated the 
habitat needs, known threats, and relevant plan 
content for all ESA-listed species. We made several 
updates to plan content relevant for fisher and 
Yosemite toad. For Sierra Nevada red fox and 
whitebark pine (proposed as threatened in 2020 and 
known to occur on the Sierra National Forest), 
ecosystem-level plan content was sufficient for 
species protection and recovery in the plan area and 
no additional species-specific content was added. 
We completed formal consultation with the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service for the final revised plans in 
May 2022. 

New Plan Content for Emerging Threat 
White-nose syndrome (WNS) is a disease that 
adversely affects hibernating bats. Initially detected 
in the eastern United States in 2006, the fungus that 
causes WNS was detected in California in 2019. 
Given the potential for continued spread of WNS, 
we added new plan content to mitigate this threat 
that could affect at-risk bat species on the Sierra and 
Sequoia National Forests. 

 
White-nose syndrome occurrence map - by year (2019). A time-
lapse map of WNS spread is available from the White-Nose 
Syndrome Response Team. 

What Happens Next? 
The revised forest plans and FEIS will be released 
for public review to start the objection period. The 
Forest Supervisors will also each release a draft 
Record of Decision indicating their intent and 
rationale. Simultaneously, a draft SCC list will be 
released for each of the forests for public review. 
Those who commented previously during the plan 
revision process will be eligible to object. More 
information about the objection process can be 
found in the objection process overview. 

For More Information 
For more information about the plan revision 
process and to view additional project documents, 
please visit the Sierra Sequoia Plan Revision 
website or contact us by email at: 
SM.FS.r5reviseplan@usda.gov. The 2019 draft 
SCC lists and related information are available on 
the Species of Conservation Concern planning page. 

https://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/where-is-wns
https://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/where-is-wns
https://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/
https://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/planning/?cid=fseprd534726
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/planning/?cid=stelprdb5444003
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/planning/?cid=stelprdb5444003
mailto:SM.FS.r5reviseplan@usda.gov
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/planning/?cid=STELPRD3847418

	Sierra and Sequoia Forest Plan Revision Update
	What Are At-Risk Species?
	What Has Not Changed Since 2019?
	Species of Conservation Concern Lists
	Intent of the Revised Plans
	Foundational ecosystem-level plan content
	Species requiring species-specific plan content
	Emphasis on Resilience and Restoration

	What Has Changed Since 2019?
	Updated Best Available Science
	Two New ESA-listed Species
	One New Species of Conservation Concern
	New Plan Content for At-risk Plants
	Updated Plan Content for At-risk Species
	New Plan Content for Emerging Threat

	What Happens Next?
	For More Information

