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Mt. Hood National Forest | March 2023 

Mt. Hood Recreation Fee Changes 
 
What was proposed? 

• In 2022, the Mt. Hood National Forest proposed to apply new fees or fee increases to 
multiple recreation sites, and to implement a new climbing permit for the mountain. 

• The public comment period for the proposal concluded in September 2022. The Forest 
reviewed all comments and adjusted the proposal. 

• The proposal was then presented to a citizen resource advisory committee in December 
2022 and the committee suggested some modifications. The committee approved an 
updated version of the proposal to add new or increase fees at 13 recreation sites on 
Mt. Hood National Forest, including 10 campgrounds, 2 fire lookouts, and 1 new yurt. 
Additionally, the committee approved a new climbing permit for those traveling above 
9,500 feet elevation. 

• The final proposal was approved and signed by the Regional Forester in February 2023.  

Where can I find which recreation sites are getting new or increased fees?  
• A table of all approved changes is located at: www.fs.usda.gov/goto/mthood/fees 

When will these fees begin? 
• New campground fees on the Barlow and Hood River Ranger Districts are expected to 

be charged beginning July 2023. 
• Clear Lake Lookout and Fivemile Butte Lookout reservation fee increases will be 

effective beginning October 1, 2023. Since reservations for these lookouts can be made 
as early as six months in advance, visitors will see the increased fees on Recreation.gov 
on April 1, 2023.  

• The climbing permit is approved to be required beginning January 2024. 

Why are you changing fees? 
• Fee changes are needed to keep up with steadily rising costs of operating and 

maintaining these sites. Fees fund activities such as cleaning restrooms, collecting trash, 
and installing picnic tables, signs, and fire rings. These fees will also be used for larger 
scale maintenance and improvement projects at sites where fees are collected. 

• Changes were approved to improve consistency in what is being charged for similar 
amenities.  

• Included in the approved proposal is a new rental yurt at Trillium Lake. 
• Most recreation sites across the Forest will continue to be free. 
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Will I be able to use my Northwest Forest Pass as payment? 

• There are no day use sites included in the approved proposal. The campgrounds with 
new fees of $10 per night will be paid for via cash or check at a fee tube within the 
campground. Fire lookouts and the climbing permit will be available for purchase online. 
For information on current fee sites and passes visit: 
www.fs.usda.gov/goto/mthood/passes 

How will the climbing permit work? 
• A climbing permit is approved to be required for anyone traveling above an elevation of 

9,500 feet. All official hiking trails, including the Timberline and Cooper Spur Trails, 
Forest trailheads, and ski areas on Mt. Hood are below this elevation and will not 
require a climbing permit. 

• To maximize flexibility and convenience, the Forest is approved to offer both one-time 
($20 per person) and annual ($50 per person) climbing permit options, which will be 
available for purchase at Recreation.gov.   

• The single use permit will allow climbers to select a multiple-day window to allow for 
climbing in safer conditions if one day of the window has poor conditions. 

• There is not a limit on the number of climbing permits that will be issued. 
• The climbing permit will take effect January 2024. 

Why do we need a climbing permit? 
• Mt. Hood’s popularity as an alpine climbing and ski mountaineering destination has 

resulted in public health and safety issues, including increased technical search and 
rescue (SAR) operations and human waste in sensitive ecosystems. The Mt. Hood 
climbing ranger program needs financial support to help manage and address these 
issues. 

• Among other improvements, permit fees are approved to be used to provide patrol 
along popular climbing routes, improve climber education, support existing SAR 
organizations, and reduce human impacts on the natural landscape. 

But isn’t a permit already required to climb Mt. Hood? 

• No, not a climbing permit. To summit Mt. Hood, climbers must enter the Mount Hood 
Wilderness and carry a free, self-issued wilderness permit, depending on where and 
when they climb. Wilderness permits are not specifically related to summitting. Learn 
more about wilderness restrictions on Mt. Hood National Forest: 
www.fs.usda.gov/goto/mthood/wildernessregs 

• There is a climber’s registration form to complete at the Climber’s Registration area at 
the Wy’East day lodge, if beginning the climb at Timberline. This is not required but is 
highly recommended; the form is intended for safety purposes and is referenced should 
a climber need emergency support. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/mthood/passes
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/mthood/wildernessregs
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Additional Information: 
• Sites where fees are collected will have infrastructure and services, such as restrooms, 

picnic tables, or trash collection, and fee revenue is needed to continue providing those 
amenities. Any additional amenities at sites will be addressed prior to fee 
implementation. 

• Recreation fees collected from overnight rentals and campgrounds are kept on the 
Forest and used for operation and maintenance.  

• Examples of work funded by fees: routine operation and maintenance; cleaning 
restrooms; clearing and maintaining trails; replacing old, damaged, or vandalized signs; 
repairing bridges; clearing and removing encroaching brush; fixing old or installing new 
picnic tables; ensuring campgrounds are clean; preparing cabin rentals for seasonal use; 
chipping away at major projects to reduce backlog maintenance; and more. 

• The Forest worked closely with our regional and national offices to develop this 
proposal. The fees were determined through extensive market research on similar 
amenities provided by state, local and private entities as well as comparable sites across 
our agency. 
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