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Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Q. What is the fee for an overnight permit and where will it be required? 

A. Starting February 2023, the most visited areas of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness will 
require a permit for overnight visitors year-round.  A $10 per night, per person fee will be required for 
an overnight permit May 1 through October 31. No fee is required for children 16 years old and 
younger. Permits will be available on Recreation.gov, which charges a processing fee (currently $6). 
 
Overnight permits and the associated fee will be required at Conundrum Hot Springs, the “Four Pass 
Loop” (which includes Crater Lake and Snowmass Lake), Geneva Lake, and Capitol Lake. Additional 
areas in the Maroon-Bells Snowmass Wilderness could require overnight permits and fees in future 
years as use increases. 

 
Q.  How do I get a permit? 

A.  Permits will be available starting in February 2023 on recreation.gov.  We are currently developing 
the reservation website and will share more as February approaches.  Permits will be released in blocks 
on the recreation.gov reservation website under this schedule: 

• February 15:  Overnight permits for April 1-July 31 are available for advanced 
reservation at 8am Mountain Time 

• June 15:  Overnight permits for August 1-November 30 are available for advanced 
reservation at 8am Mountain Time 

• October 15:  Overnight permits for December 1-March 31 are available for advanced reservation 
at 8am Mountain Time 

 
 
Q. Why is the fee being charged? 

A. The fee program will provide the Forest Service with the ability to address the significant impacts 
caused by high recreational use in the most-visited areas of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness. 
This will help ensure it remains a premiere backcountry destination.  
 
Overnight use in the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness has quadrupled since 2006, leading to large-
scale environmental damage, including unburied human waste, large amounts of trash, dangerous human 
and wildlife interactions, visitor conflict and crowding, and significant loss of vegetation and soil around 
heavily used campsites and areas.   
 

Q. What additional services will be provided with the new fee? 
A. Permit fees would fund specialized services such as: 
• Restoration and rehabilitation of heavily damaged natural areas and campsites. Restoration of 

campfire scars, aeration of denuded bare soil and revegetation of sites with damaged vegetation. 



• Increased Wilderness Ranger field presence and visitor information service to provide on-site visitor 
education, promote safe wildlife interactions and provide local information and low impact camping 
practices. 

• Improved trails maintenance and clearing for access to permit areas. 

• Improved visitor experience through reduced crowding and conflict and assurance of opportunity to 
visit through the reservable permit. 

• Improved trailhead information, including design and installation of new trailhead informational 
kiosk signs, including new maps. 

• Improvements to interpretive and education services, visitor information maps and products. 

• Expanded visitor safety program, specifically expanding the successful bear canister check-out 
program (free to visitor).  

• Trash and human waste management and removal in remote locations. 

• Expanded Human Waste Disposal Bags program-provided to the public at major Wilderness access 
points to improve sanitation of camping areas. The program has demonstrated success during the 
Conundrum Hot Springs pilot. 

• Expansion of existing volunteer and partner programs through increased capacity of field staff. 

 
Q. What adjustments did the Forest Service make following the summer 2021 public comment period on 
the fee proposal? 

A. The Forest Service heard significant support for better managing the overcrowding and associated 
environmental impacts in the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness including the overnight capacity 
limits, restoring heavily damaged areas, increasing ranger presence and public education, improving trail 
access, and expanding the wildlife safety program. The fee for overnight camping permits is necessary 
for the Forest Service to effectively address these concerns.   
 
The Forest Service heard a variety of views about the fee proposal, from full support to general 
opposition to any fees on public lands. A number of specific concerns raised about the fee were 
addressed through modifications from the proposal. Concerns about the fee being too high, especially 
for families, led to the fee being reduced from a proposed $12 per night per person to $10 with children 
16 years old and younger are exempted. Fees for approved school groups will be waived in response to 
concerns that the fees could prevent them from accessing this Wilderness.  
 
Concerns were raised about fees presenting a barrier to under-resourced communities to enjoy these 
specific areas in the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness. Research into barriers preventing groups from 
participating in outdoor activities indicate feeling welcome, access to gear, and transportation may 
present more barriers than permit fees.  With this in mind, the White River National Forest is 
implementing projects to address these other barriers including partnering with the Glenwood Springs 
Gear Library to provide overnight gear, expanding the free WAG bag and bear canister lending 
program, and creating new welcoming videos and information. 



Q. Does this affect the Maroon Bells Scenic Area? 
A. The fee and permit system for the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness is completely separate from 
the existing fees and management of the Maroon Bells Scenic Area. The Maroon Bells Scenic Area is 
outside of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness. The Scenic Area has been managed for more than 
40 years as a high-use recreation destination. The permit and fee are for overnight use in specific areas 
of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness area and do not affect people day hiking into the wilderness 
area.  

 
Q. How does the proposed fee compare to other areas with similar characteristics? 

A. The proposed fee of $10 per person per night is comparable to fees collected at over twenty other 
similar wilderness areas managed by the Forest Service, National Park Service and Bureau of Land 
Management. 
 

Q. Where are some fee-free alternative areas people can visit to have a comparable experience? 
A. Visitors seeking a Wilderness recreation experience for no charge will continue to be able to access 
153,000 acres (72%) of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness year-round at no cost, although in the 
future additional areas in the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness may require a permit and fee if  
environmental damage becomes too great. There are four other Wilderness Areas adjacent to the Maroon 
Bells-Snowmass with comparable world-class mountains, lakes and camping opportunities. No fee is 
currently required, or proposed, for those other four Wilderness Areas. 

 
 
Q. Will Interagency Annual or Senior Passes provide discounts? 

A. No. According to the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act, interagency passes are only valid 
for Entrance Fee and Standard Amenity Fee Sites and cannot be used for Special Recreation Permit fees, 
such as the proposed fee for the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness. 
 
 

Q. How did the Forest Service determine which areas would require an overnight fee?  
A. These areas were identified as the most heavily degraded and damaged areas of the Maroon Bells-
Snowmass Wilderness under the 2017 Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness Overnight Visitor Use 
Management Plan, which is based on decades of natural resource condition monitoring data.   
 
The majority of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness will not require an overnight permit or fee in 
2023.  (See map below). Approximately 28% of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness will require a 
permit and fee in 2023. Additional areas in this wilderness may require a permit and fee in the future if 
environmental damage becomes too great.  The proposed fee would not apply to day visitors as permits 
will not be required for day visitors.  

  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=49388
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