
 

Best Types of 
Christmas 

Trees 
The best types of Christmas 
trees on the forest include:  

 Red Fir (Located 
generally above 6,000 
feet in elevation) 

 White Fir (Located 
generally above 4,000 
feet in elevation) 

 Douglas Fir (Located 
generally above 3000 
feet in elevation) 

 Cedar (Located mostly 
anywhere under 9500 
feet in elevation) 

 Ponderosa Pine (Located 
generally from 500 ft to 
4000 feet in elevation) 

 

 The Rules for Cutting a Tree on 
the Forest: 

 
 Tree Height: 20 feet maximum 
 Stump height: 12 inches maximum 
 Stump diameter: 6 inches maximum 
 Do not cut isolated trees growing in the open. 
 Select Pine, fir, or cedar. Do not cut any 

hardwood such as aspen or oak. 
 Take the whole tree of correct size for your 

home. 
 Do not cut a larger tree and remove the top 

of the tree. 
 If snow is on the ground, remove it from 

around the stump so you can accurately 
measure the stump and tree height. 

 Permits are non-transferable. No refunds. 
Permit must be in possession when cutting 
and transporting tree(s). 

 Permit holders are not to trespass onto 
private property when cutting their tree. 
Please do not cut within campgrounds or 
special use permit areas.  

 Motorized vehicles are only allowed on 
existing roads and trails that are open to the 
public. No off-road travel is allowed (unless by 
snowmobile in open-riding areas). Refer to 
the Christmas Tree Cutting Map provided on 
recreation.gov 

 Observe seasonal road closures and be 
prepared to hike to the cutting area to find a 
tree. On December 15 many forest roads are 
closed to motor vehicle use (MVU), please 
check the MVU map (MVUM).  

 Permit holders are reminded to park safely off 
the roadway and do not block gates. 

 You must print and bring your Christmas Tree 
Permit with you or have a picture of your 
permit on your phone. There is limited cell 
phone service throughout the forest.   

 

Permits can be obtained by going to 
www.recreation.gov and searching Stanislaus 

National Forest 

  How To Pick The 
PERFECT         

Christmas Tree on the 
Stanislaus National 

Forest 
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