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Resource Assistant Outreach Notice 
USDA Forest Service     Pacific Southwest Region 

INYO National Forest 
Bishop, California 

 
Resource Assistant-Climate Change Communications Fellow 

 

Summer 2023 Climate Cohort Resource Assistant Program 
 

Please apply at the link below by March 30th, 2023 
Apply at: https://info.manrrs.org/internship-application-rap  

 

Inyo National Forest – Bishop, CA 
 

   
 

The Inyo National Forest is seeking one Resource Assistant to work on climate change communications for eight 
months, beginning June 2023. The Resource Assistant (RA) will work with the Inyo National Forest and Eastern 
Sierra Interpretive Association to lead production of an educational video to inform visitors how climate change is 
affecting the Sierra Nevada, White Mountains and Inyo mountain ranges and the adjacent high desert sagebrush 
ecosystems. The RA may also lead other climate change work, such as developing interpretive programs for 
visitors or assisting forest specialists in climate resiliency projects. 
 
The RA will work with Forest resource specialists, regional scientific experts, and nonprofit partners to create a 
narrative story of climate change in the Inyo National Forest. The RA will work with a local video producer to 
coordinate interviews, capture footage and assist in developing a final video product. The RA will coordinate 
among the Inyo’s four visitor centers to create a plan for showing the video in each visitor center. 
 
This position is part of a cohort of 20 climate change-focused internships that will receive specialized training and 
opportunities to engage with other members of the cohort. 
 
This position will be filled through Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources and Related Sciences (MANRRS), 
an organization that works to increase opportunities for professional advancement of minorities in agriculture, 
natural resources and related sciences.  
 
 

Major Duties:  
 

• The Resource Assistant (RA) will develop a narrative story of climate change in the Inyo National Forest 
that will serve as the basis for an educational video. 

• The RA will review existing literature, interview local and regional experts, and internal historical 
documents to create the narrative story for the climate change video. 

• The RA will spend time in the Forest with resource specialists working on projects related to climate 
change such as riparian restoration projects, endangered species surveys, or invasive species treatment. 

• The RA will lead coordination of video production, working with the video producer on scheduling 
interviews and capturing footage on the forest. 

• Depending on the RA’s interests and time available, they may be able to develop and lead interpretive 
programs related to climate change at various Forest campgrounds and facilities. 

• The RA will spend up to 10% of their time completing a carbon white paper for the Forest from an existing 
template. This document will outline the Forest’s carbon footprint using existing data and may require 
some basic research and collaboration with Forest specialists.  

• As needed and depending on the RA’s interests, the RA may assist in other duties on the Forest, including 
staffing visitor’s centers, assisting specialists with field work, and aiding implementation of other priority 
Forest projects.  

• Opportunities for professional development, shadowing and mentorship related to the RA’s specific career 
interests will be made available. 

https://info.manrrs.org/internship-application-rap
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Minimum Requirements 

• Completion of 2 years at an accredited university, an Associate’s degree, or higher  
• US citizenship or permanent residency. RAs must undergo a government background check if selected. 
• Participation in US Forest Service Orientation Training scheduled for June 2023 

 
Application Instructions 

• Please apply at https://info.manrrs.org/internship-application-rap  
• Application is located at the bottom of the webpage 
• Enter internship position MAIIJA710 to apply 
• Resume and cover letter must be attached to apply 
• Application deadline: March 30, 2023 

 
Fellow will be paid $750 per week. They will receive a $1,000 per month housing stipend and a $2,750 travel 
budget that may be used to cover moving expenses and training during their time as a resource assistant. 
 
If you have questions or would like more information, you may contact Egan Cornachione, Inyo National Forest 
Climate Change Coordinator, at egan.cornachione@usda.gov or 760-920-9893. 
 
 
About the Inyo National Forest 
The stunningly beautiful Inyo Forest is located in California's Eastern Sierra. Home to the oldest living trees 
on earth, the highest mountain in the lower 48, the rare Greater Sage-Grouse, and endangered Sierra 
Nevada Bighorn Sheep.  Inyo Forest is adjacent to multiple federal land management agencies, including 
Yosemite, Kings Canyon, Death Valley, Devil's Postpile, Sequoia, Sierra, and Humboldt Toiyabe National 
Forest. Mono and Inyo Counties offer wide-open blue skies, mountain lakes and streams, challenging trails, 
high mountain peaks, and beautiful views.  With over 2,000,000 acres - 800,000 of which are designated 

wilderness - the Inyo is home to many natural wonders, including Mt. 
Whitney, Mono Lake, Mammoth Lakes Basin, and the Ancient 
Bristlecone Pine Forest.  The various geologic features combined with 
elevation extremes produce a wide range of climatic conditions, 
resulting in tremendous floristic diversity on the Forest Vegetation 
communities. The diversity of trees consists of desert and sagebrush 
scrub, pinyon-juniper woodland to Jeffrey pine, lodgepole pine, and 
alpine habitats.  Both Inyo and Mono counties are multiple-use, 
recreation-oriented, and resort areas. As a result, there is a full 
range of summer and winter activities, including camping, 
backpacking, fishing, hunting, hang gliding, skiing and snowboarding, 
bicycling, off-roading, motorcycling, photography, painting, rock 
climbing, and horseback riding, to name a few.   

 
  

https://info.manrrs.org/internship-application-rap
mailto:egan.cornachione@usda.gov
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About Mono Lake and Mammoth Ranger Districts 
At the north-end of Inyo National Forest is in the southern part of Mono County elevation range from 6,800 
feet at Lee Vining to 7,800 feet at Mammoth Lakes. In summer, 
temperatures average 75-85 degrees for a high and seldom drop 
below 30 degrees. Winter temperatures range from 40 degrees to 0 
degrees with mostly sunny skies.  Annual snowfall in Lee Vining 
averages 100 inches and 335 inches at Mammoth Mountain Ski 
Area. The cost of a three-bedroom house starts at $450,000+, and 
rentals range from $1800-3,000 per month. In addition, there may 
be government housing available on the Forest Service Compound 
in Lee Vining or Mammoth Lakes, CA. 
 
Next to Mono Lake, Lee Vining is a small community of 
approximately 400 year-round residents. Lee Vining has limited 
services, including schools K-12, a small market, two churches, one year-round restaurant, several motels, 
two gas/service stations, and a hardware store.  Housing is limited in Lee Vining but is available in Mono City 
(10 miles north) or in June Lake (15 miles south).  The closest metropolitan areas to the north are Carson 
City and Reno, Nevada, (approximately 2 to 2.5 hours north). 

 
To the south, 30 miles, is Mono County's largest community Mammoth 
Lakes.  Mammoth Lakes is a full-service community of approximately 
5,000 year-round residents. Mammoth Lakes has a full range of schools, 
including an extension campus of Cerro Coso Community College, a 
hospital, dentists, stores, churches, and shopping facilities, and 
numerous restaurants. The world-famous Mammoth Mountain Ski Area is 
located within the Mammoth District with 3,500 acres of downhill skiing. 
Yosemite National Park, Devils Postpile National Monument, Sequoia-
Kings Canyon National Park are all bordering the Mammoth District.   
 

About White Mountain and Mt. Whitney Ranger Districts 
 

White Mountain Ranger District – Bishop CA 
Bishop is located in the northern end of 
the Owens Valley, flanked by the Sierra 
Nevada Range to the west and the White 
Mountain Range to the east.  It is 270 
miles north of Los Angeles, California, 
and 205 miles south of Reno, Nevada. 
Bishop's elevation is 4,100 feet, with an 
average temperature range from 20 to 
105 degrees.  Bishop averages 285 
sunny days a year.  The average yearly 
rainfall is 5.6 inches, with approximately 
2-6 inches of snow, usually melts in a few days. 
 

The population is 4,000 within the City of Bishop and 11,000 in outlying 
communities.  The median home value in Bishop is $366,700 (Zillow), with 
rentals ranging from $600 to over $1500/month.   Bishop was voted the top 
place for outdoor recreation in California.  There is a public 18-hole golf 
course.  The world-famous Mammoth Mountain Ski Area is located 45 miles 

north and boasts over 3,500 acres of terrain.  Local events include the world-famous Mule Days, Wild West 
Rodeo, Tri-County Fair, and Millpond Music Festival.  Historical attractions include Laws Railroad Museum 
provides a unique glimpse of Bishop's past through their true-to-life exhibits.  The Paiute Shoshone Cultural 
Center takes visitors even further into Bishop's Native American past and present. 
 

Medical Services are provided by Northern Inyo Hospital, including an Intensive Care Unit and 24-hour 
Emergency Room.  Bishop also has five optometrists, two psychiatrists, and six dentists.  There are two 

http://articles.sfgate.com/2008-04-13/sports/17146281_1_shasta-lake-inyo-county-shasta-county
http://articles.sfgate.com/2008-04-13/sports/17146281_1_shasta-lake-inyo-county-shasta-county
http://www.muledays.org/
http://www.tricountyfair.com/
http://www.lawsmuseum.org/
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private schools and Bishop Union Elementary School, Bishop Joint Union High School, and Cerro Coso 
Community College campuses in both Bishop and Mammoth Lakes.  Four-year degrees are offered through 
California State Bakersfield and LaVerne to the south and Truckee Meadows Community College and the 
University of Nevada, Reno, to the north.  The major retailers are Smart & Final, Grocery Outlet, Big 5 
Sporting Goods, Dollar Store, Rite-Aid, Vons, O'Reilly's, Napa, and Auto Zone. In addition, there are many 
independent merchants and restaurants throughout the area that offer various goods and services. 
 
 
Mount Whitney Ranger District – Lone Pine, CA 
 

Lone Pine is sixty miles south of Bishop, near the southern end of the 
Inyo National Forest. Lone Pine is a small community of 2000 in which 
the Census Bureau identifies this area as "frontier."   West of town is 
the Mount Whitney Portal. To get to the Portal, you pass through the 
Alabama Hills, which is the backdrop for more than 400 films, making 
the area one of the county's most filmed and photographed landscapes. 
It is home to the annual Lone Pine Film Festival and the Lone Pine 
Museum of Western Film History.  
Death Valley and several ghost 
mining towns in the Inyo 

Mountain Range are to the east. 
 

The median home price is $240,00 (Zillow).  Services for the small 
community and tourists are a small grocery store, a hardware store, 
a pharmacy, restaurants, and motels. Southern Inyo Hospital offers a 
health clinic and a 24-hour emergency room. Pre-school and K-12 
public education are available in town. Ridgecrest is 80 miles south 
with major retailers - Home Depot, Wal-Mart, Albertson's, Stater 
Brothers Markets, Big Lots, Joann Fabrics, Ridgecrest Cinemas, 
Marshall's.  Los Angeles is four hours to the south, and Las Vegas is 
five hours (depending on route) to the east. 
 

 
 

 
 

For more information about the Inyo National Forest, visit our website at:  
https://www.fs.usda.gov/inyo   

https://www.fs.usda.gov/inyo

