
Order Number: 04‐01‐23‐0011  

  

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE  

U.S. FOREST SERVICE  

ASHLEY NATIONAL FOREST  

DUCHESNE RANGER DISTRICT  

 TRAIL CLOSURE  

PROHIBITIONS  

Pursuant to 16 U.S.C. § 551 and 36 C.F.R. § 261.50 (b), the following is prohibited on the 

Na onal Forest System (NFS) trails in the Duchesne Ranger District, Ashley Na onal Forest, 

described below and shown on the a ached map incorporated into this Order as Exhibit A (the 

“Described Trails”):   

1. Being on the Described Trails. 36 C.F.R. § 261.55(a).  

EXEMPTIONS  

Pursuant to 36 CFR § 261.50(e), the following persons are exempt from this Order:  

1. Persons with Forest Service Permit No. FS‐7700‐48 (Permit for Use of Roads, Trails, or 

Areas Restricted by Regula on or Order), specifically exemp ng them from this 

Order or a wri en determina on by a Forest Service authorized officer that a permit 

is not required under 36 C.F.R. § 251.50(e)(1) or (2).  

2. Any federal, state, or local officer, or member of an organized rescue or firefigh ng 

force in the performance of an official duty.   

3. Federal or state administra ve personnel in performance of an official duty.   

DESCRIBED TRAILS  

IMPLEMENTATION  

1. This Order shall be in effect from September 6, 2023, at 12:00 AM through 

September 6, 2028, at 12:00 AM, unless rescinded. 

2. A map iden fying the Described Trails is a ached and made part of this Order as 

Exhibit A.  For a digital version of this Order and Exhibit A, go to 

h ps://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/ashley/alerts‐no ces/?cid=fseprd950042 . 

3. Unless otherwise expressly defined in this Order, the terms used in this Order are 

defined by the regula ons of the Secretary of Agriculture, 36 C.F.R. Chapter II, Parts 

200‐299. If there are terms in this Order that are not expressly defined in the order 



or 36 C.F.R. Chapter II, Parts 200‐299, their meaning shall be determined by their 

plain language defini ons. 

4. A viola on of the above prohibi ons is punishable as a Class B misdemeanor by a

fine of not more than $5,000 for individuals and $10,000 for organiza ons, or by

imprisonment for not more than six months, or both. 16 U.S.C. § 551; 18 U.S.C. §§

3559, 3571, and 3581.

5. For more informa on about this Order, contact the Duchesne Ranger District located

in Duchesne, Utah, telephone (435) 738‐2482 or the Ashley Na onal Forest

Supervisor’s Office located in Vernal, Utah, telephone (435) 7891181.

6. This Order supersedes any previous Order(s) prohibi ng the same, or similar acts,

in/on the Described Trails.

Signed and issued in Vernal, Utah, this 7h day of September 2023.  

______________________  

SUSAN EICKHOFF  

Forest Supervisor  

Ashley Na onal Forest  



Assessment of Need and Enforcement Plan 

Ashley National Forest Trail Closure Special Order 

Order Number 0401-23-0011 

1.Background:  The Brown Duck and Lake Fork Trails have been washed out and is completely
nonexistent is some areas. Debris flows have brought a large amount of trees and rocks in the
area the trail used to be located. High water flows have also cut deep channels into the trail. The
trail will take a significant amount of time to repair, and will be closed indeterminately.

2. Intent of Subpart B Order: The purpose of this Order is for public health and safety due to a
major washout and debris flow that has made the trail impassible.

3. Enforcement Plan:  A cooperative effort will be accomplished by personnel from Forest
Service Law Enforcement, Forest Protection Officers, and Sheriff’s Offices.  Educational efforts
will include notice on social media, public information presentations on the Radio and signing of
the roads leading to the area to give advance notice of the closure.  If persons are encountered
violating the order, violation notices will be issued to the violator(s).

The following activities need to occur to implement this special order in a manner that 
results in public acceptance and safety: 

Action Responsible Official Date 
Prepare proposed order PAO Louis Haynes 08/30/2023
Review proposed order CPT Dave Defriez 08/30/2023
Approve proposed order Forest Supervisor 09/07/2023
Post order in accordance with 36 CFR 261.51 District Staff   09/07/2023 
Prepare news release for local media describing the order 
and management objectives 

Forest & PAO 

Describe implementation/action 

Enforcement Plan approved for implementation: 

_________________________     _________________  
FOREST SUPERVISOR DATE 
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