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Highway 150 Corridor Wildland Urban Interface Project 

A Community-Based, Collaborative Initiative

The eight-mile ride up Highway 150 from Valdez, 

NM, takes visitors through a narrow, forested 

canyon of Carson National Forest to the world-

famous Taos Ski Valley (TSV). Beside the road, the 

cascading Rio Hondo runs its course toward the Rio 

Grande, providing miles of fishing and feeding 

domestic and agricultural water along the way. 

But a closer inspection of the trees shows that this 

critically important canyon is at risk of insect and 

disease infestation. Left untreated, the area could 

experience large-scale tree mortality, resulting in 

high fuel accumulations increasing the fire hazard.  

A Coalition is Formed 

In 2014, local organizations, including the Carson 

National Forest, came together to create the Taos 

Valley Watershed Coalition. The coalition’s 

restoration strategy includes four projects, one of 

them the Highway 150 Corridor Project. 

Other coalition members include the Nature 

Conservancy, NM Dept. of Game and Fish, NM 

State Forestry (NMSF), Taos County, Taos Pueblo, 

TSV Inc., Village of TSV, Town of Taos, Trout 

Unlimited, Taos Soil & Water Conservation 

District, NM Wildlife Federation, El Salto de Agua 

Land Association, and a handful of FireWise 

Communities. 

The Ecosystem 

Highway 150 in Hondo Canyon bridges two forest 

ecosystems amid a riparian corridor. Ponderosa pine 

and dry-mixed conifer at lower elevations give way 

to wet-mixed conifer and spruce fir above. Patches 

of aspen are found throughout.  

Insects like the western balsam and spruce beetles 

are naturally present. Forest stands can normally 

withstand beetle outbreaks but combined with 

drought, silviculturists have found signs of 

increased tree mortality. 
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A Cross-Boundary Plan 

The Highway 150 project spans 871 acres of 

thinning and prescribed fire. Work began in 2019 

and is continuing in summer 2023 between Valdez 

and the village in collaboration with Taos County 

under a Good Neighbor Agreement. 

Outside the national forest boundary, the Village of 

TSV is collaborating with NMSF and private 

landowners to apply similar treatments. 

This project is part of the 1.5-million-acre 

Enchanted Circle Landscape, one of the major 

efforts under the Wildfire Crisis Strategy to address 

the highest at-risk firesheds in the nation. The long-

term success of such land treatments depends on the 

staunch coalition of partners to complete this 

important work across all boundaries. 




