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Retirees to the Rescue

DURANGO - San Juan NF retirees, their spouses and friends
helped keep recreational sites clean and safe this summer under
volunteer agreements with the Columbine RD.

“It was an incredible help, given our budget and staffing
challenges,” says Jed Botsford, Columbine RD Recreation Staffer.
“Their help allowed our crews to concentrate on other aspects
of the recreation program.”

Over the summer, former Forest Engineer Bob Sieger and wife
Mary cleaned up the fishing area at Haviland Lake and painted
picnic tables and benches at the Animas Overlook and Upper
Hermosa Trailhead. They also painted restroom doors at Andrews
Lake and the Molas Pass Overlook.

“We tried to donate our time once a week for most of the
summer,” Bob says. “It was very rewarding, and we met many -
interesting people. One was a 69-year-old woman from Crested Bob Sieger iainting picnic tables at the Animas
Butte on her 35th day of hiking the Colorado Trail by herself.” Overlook this summer.

Ted LaMay, former San Juan NF Animas District Ranger, and his
friend Ernie Norris, who both served on the board of the Colorado Trail Foundation, had volunteered on the trail
in the past.

“I’m too old to maintain trails anymore,” Ted says. “What we’re doing now is easy.”

What Ted and Ernie are doing now is cleaning toilets at the Junction Creek Trailhead, which is the terminus for
the Colorado Trail, along with the Animas Overlook, which was built under Ted’s watch as District Ranger.

“It’s not hard work, and we get a lot of
satisfaction out of it,” Ted says. “It gets us out,
and the public thanks us for doing it.”

In late September, Bob got a large group of San
Juan retirees together for a work day at the Animas
Overlook and interpretive trail.

They removed dirt and needles from the barrier-
free trail and trimmed back oak brush from along
the trail and around the parking lot.

Former San Juan NF Realty Specialist Paul Beaber
also helped out over the summer by supplying
toilets with essential items.

“We’re just helping out where we can,” Bob
says. “l hope this may inspire other retirees to
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L-R: San Juan NF retirees Laura Stransky, Brenda Rice, Dave ; ; ;
Crawford, Brad Morrison, Wayne Dunn, Mark Stiles and Bob volunteer, as there is certainly a big need out

Sieger take a break from sprucing up the Animas Overlook there.”
this fall. - Ann Bond
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Ranger.

Anthony Returns to the San Juan

DURANGO - Anthony Madrid, currently District Ranger on the Carson NF Jicarilla
RD, will arrive on the San Juan NF in November as the new Renewable Resources
Staff Officer. Last year, Anthony spent time as Acting Columbine District Ranger
while Matt Janowiak was on a special detail in California,

Anthony’s federal career has been diverse, beginning with the USFS in 1999
on a Santa Fe NF engine crew, then working as Soil Conservationist for the
Natural Resource Conservation Service, and as a USFS Range Management
Specialist for the Lincoln NF.

In 2007, Anthony was named Range Staff for the Carson NF, then Canjilon RD
District Ranger in 2011. Since 2012, he has served as the Carson’s Jicarilla District

- Ann Bond

Happy New Fiscal Year

We celebrated our 2015 accomplishments with an
All Employee Appreciation Day at Junction Creek
Campground on October 1. It was my opportunity
to thank employees for their commitment to the
USFS mission and their work this past year, espe-
cially in support of local partners and communities.
Now it’s time to focus on our 2016 Program of Work
priorities:

= continuing to work on and improve the Forest-
wide Unified Budget process;

« completing and implementing the Recreation Site
Analysis so our management load is commensu-
rate with our staffing and funding by next field
season;

= working with the public to develop the Hermosa
Creek Special Management Area Plan;

= continuing to focus on restoration opportunities
for salvage/treatment in spruce-fir forests; and,

= developing new partnerships and nurturing estab-
lished partnerships.

A big THANK YOU to
employees and partners
for all the work you ac-
complished this past
year!

Kara Chadwick,
San Juan National
Forest Supervisor

~

Thanks Rowdy

THANKS to Rowdy Wood
for filling in as San Juan NF
Range, Invasive Species and
Ecology Program Leader
over the summer and fall.

During his detail, Rowdy
provided excellent coordi-
nation with affected per-
mittees, livestock associa-
tions, members of the pub-
lic and district staff on im-
portant range projects. He also helped with staffing
strategies for vacancies in the Range Program, repre-
sented the Forest during the Region-wide allocation
process, and ensured invasive species treatment tar-
gets were met. - Kelly Palmer

L-R: San Juan INFRA Goddess Vicki Duvall, Former
USFS Chief Dale Bosworth, and San Juan NF Admin
Guru Ron Duvall, celebrated the Duvalls’ 70 years of
combined service at the All-Employee Picnic.
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Laurie Retires

DURANGO - Laurie Ball, Administrative Operations Assistant, retires this month,
after 13 years on the San Juan NF. Laurie began her federal career in 1985 as
Forms and Supply Clerk at the Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Sta-
tion. From 1986 to 2003, she worked on the Arapaho and Roosevelt NF’s as Visitor
Information Technician, Executive Assistant and Information Assistant.

In 2003, Laurie arrived as Administrative Assistant on the San Juan. In 2004, she
became Human Resources Assistant, then Administrative Support Clerk in 2007.
She has held her current position since 2011.

Laurie holds a Bachelor’s degree in Art Education from the University of Florida.
She plans to travel with husband, Mark, former San Juan NF Wildlife Staff, and
dachshund, Gracie, to visit family, especially their daughter, Lindsay, and hus-
band, Patrick, in Virginia.

“I’ve enjoyed trying to make it easier for employees to do their jobs,” Laurie says. “| believe Administrative
positions are important in helping those in the field accomplish their work.” - Ann Bond

Maeghann Departs

DURANGO - Maeghann Dale, San Juan NF Purchasing Agent, left this month to
become Contracting Officer for the U.S. Geological Survey in Lakewood.

Maeghann arrived on the San Juan NF in 2013, after working as Contract Spe-
cialist in the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) Upper Colorado Regional Office in Salt
Lake City.

Maeghann started her federal career in 2008 at BOR’s Western Colorado Area
Office in Durango as Administrative Assistant, Mail and Files Clerk, and General
Clerk. She received the BOR Administrative Service Professional of the Year Award
in 2009 and is a member of the National Society of Leadership and Success.

- Ann Bond

Tonya Departs

DURANGO - Tonya Bierly, San Juan NF Fleet Manager for the past four years, has
moved to Missoula, Montana, as Regional Fleet Manager for USFS Regions 1 and 2.
She has worked for those
Fleet Management Pro-
grams in the past, as well
as the Washington Office.

Tonya is a retired Air
Force veteran and a Ve-
hicle/Heavy Equipment
Journeyman/Mechanic. She and husband, Mike, have
three sons and a daughter.

“| want to express my gratitude to the folks on the San
Juan,” Tonya says. “It has been an honor and a privilege
to work with such a professional group of people.”

- Ann Bond




“gg.gfm?.ié":: DURANGO - San Juan Mountains Association Visitor

; Information Specialist MK Gunn and husband, Drew,
recently spent 30 days backpacking the Colorado Trail
from Denver to Durango.

“We dodged hail storms on Indian Trail Ridge, a 22-
mile dry stretch without water, which we needed to
prepare our dinners,” she says.

This photo is taken near Taylor Lake 24 miles from
home on their 460-mile trip. They arrived at the Colo-
rado Trailhead terminus in Durango on September 17.

- Ann Bond

Scott Returns

DURANGO - Scott Justham will return to the San Juan NF this fall as
Grants Management Specialist Trainee working out of the Supervisor’s
Office in a developmental position sponsored by Washington Office.

Scott will be coming from the Carson NF Jicarilla RD, where he has
worked as Support Service Specialist for the past year. Prior to that,
he worked in the Columbine RD Outfitter and Guide Program for three
years. At the beginning of his federal career, Scott worked for a de-
cade as a BLM Park Ranger in Bishop, California.

Scott holds a degree in Natural Resource Management. He and wife,
Heather Johnson, who works for Colorado Parks and Wildlife, have a
son, Asher, 2. Scott enjoys mountain biking, climbing peaks, rafting,
hiking and travel.

“I am excited about this new opportunity and to be back on the San
Juan,” Scott says. - Ann Bond

San Juan NF Engineer Chris Phelps directs roadwork on the Hermosa Park Road. Gravel was crushed at a pit up the
Relay Creek Road, then transported by dump trucks. To the left , a San Juan NF road grader works the gravel just
dumped by the truck to the right. Chris says they were able to average half a mile a day of road resurfacing. Five
miles of the popular backcountry road accessing the Hermosa Special Management Area will be resurfaced.
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COLUMBINE RANGER DISTRICT

Thanks for Help with Reforestation

BAYFIELD - Beth Vance and | would like to send out a huge THANKS to every-
one who helped with this year’s reforestation program on the Headwaters Tim-
ber Zone. We had great weather for planting and are hoping for good survival.

This year we planted 314,650 seedlings on 663 acres, and collected 105 bush-
els of seed cones just on the Headwaters Zone, totalling 178 bushels across the
forest.

Special thanks to Mike Herin, Anne Dal Vera, Justin Marler, Sunny Ng (shown
in photo to left), Kate Shepherd, Laurie Robison, Matt Janowiak, Pete Merkel
and the road crew, our seasonals, and the Southwest Conservation Corps.

Your contribution to this program helps to ensure forests for our future and
contributes to USFS goals and targets for restoration and forest vegetation es-
tablishment. - Gretchen Fitzgerald

Jacob is in Range

BAYFIELD - Jacob Maca is now on the Columbine RD as Rangeland Manage-
ment Specialist. His federal career began in 2011 as a seasonal USFS Forestry
Technician and Wildland Firefighter in Spearfish, South Dakota.

In 2013, Jacob moved to Belle Fourche, South Dakota, as a seasonal BLM
Range Technician in Fire/Fuels. In 2014, he moved to Custer, South Dakota, as a
seasonal USFS Forestry Technician working in Helitack for the Black Hills NF in
Custer, South Dakota.

Jacob holds a Bachelor’s degree in Agriculture with a focus in Rangeland Sci-
ence from South Dakota State University in Brookings, South Dakota.

“I’m very fortunate to be able to work on the San Juan,” he says. “I look
forward to building positive and productive relationships with the public and
coworkers.” - Ann Bond

Missing Sully

BAYFIELD - Craig Sullivan, San Juan NF Headwaters Forester on the Colum-
bine/Pagosa RDs, passed away on June 17, 2015, after a lengthy battle with
cancetr.

Craig spent his childhood in northcentral England and moved with his family
to Wisconsin in 1976. He graduated from Parker High School in Janesville, Wis-
consin, in 1981. He proudly served in the U.S. Army 82" Airborne Division as a
paratrooper ranger, earning the rank of sergeant.

Craig earned Bachelor’s degrees from University of Wisconsin at Stout and
Stevens Point and completed Master’s degree work in Silviculture and Forestry.

He had a 20-year career as a forester with the U.S. Forest Service and U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. His work took him and his family to Montana, Alaska,
Tennessee, New Mexico and finally, Southwest Colorado, where Craig worked
for the last 11 years.

Craig is survived by his wife, Danielle, and their two sons, Ethan, 16, and
Charlie, 10. - Stan Sparks




L-R standing: Aaron Lund, Albert Bassett, Kodi
Leslie, Vincent Mowery, Russell Leggett , Frank
Stuckman. L-R kneeling: Quito Justice, Patrick
Wright, Ben Walsh-Mellett, anc Captain Britton
Quinlan.

Wildland Fire Module is Type 1

BAYFIELD - The Columbine Wildland Fire Module, now
certified as Type 1, was busy over the summer handling full
suppression and wildland fire monitoring.

The crew started out as an Initial Attack Module in the early
2000s and qualified as a Type 2 Module in 2013. Its current fire-
line qualifications, experience and equipment now qualify as
Type 1.

The 10-person crew can fully support itself in backcountry
situations with food, water and supplies, handling everything
from initial attack to extended reconnaissance on managed
fires.

“We collect intelligence on flame lengths, fire behavior and
weather patterns to help fire managers decide best how to
meet resource objectives, while providing for firefighter and
public safety,” says Module Captain Britt Quinlan.

The team also helps with prescribed burning operations and
firefighter training. This fall, they will be stationed at the

Vallecito Work Center, along with the District’s engine crew.
“They’ll be up there for the next couple of years as we work through facility redevelopment in Bayfield,” says
Matt Janowiak, Columbine District Ranger. “Meanwhile, our duty officers will remain in Bayfield to allow for

better reaction times to incidents.”

- Ann Bond
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Prescribed Burn Successful

The Yellow Jacket Prescribed Burn treated
2,539 acres within two burn units in September.

About 500 acres of blacklining was ignited
and monitored by trained firefighters using both
ground crews. Aerial ignition used a Plastics
SEhere Dispenser (shown above being loaded onto
the helicopter) to treat the remaining acreage.

Thanks to all our staff and partners who helped
and to the public for its patience with the smoke!

Orion Botsford, 7, son of Columbine RD Recreation
Program Manager Jed Botsford, tries out Purgatory
Resort’s new Divinity Flow Trail at the grand opening
in early September. The downhill trail offers thrills -
and hopefully, not spills - for mountain bikers.

The Divinity Trail offers more than a mile of gravity-
fed bank turns and a variety of lines for different skill
levels. Best yet, it is served by Lift 4, so you don’t have
to ride - or push - your bike uphill to get there.

The trail was constructed on Purgatory’s private land
and the adjoining public land it operates on under
permit with the USFS to serve this newly emerging
segment of mountain biking.
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PAGOSA RANGER DISTRICT

Lindsey is New Archy

PAGOSA SPRINGS - Lindsey Smith, new Pagosa District Archaeologist, began
her federal career in 2000 as a seasonal Archaeological Technician for the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and Yosemite National Park.

In 2002, she worked as a seasonal on the Cibola NF Mount Taylor RD in New
Mexico, and in 2003, moved to the Apache-Sitgreaves Black Mesa RD as Archaeo-
logical Technician.

In 2007 when she entered graduate school, Lindsey was offered a Student Ca-
reer Experience Program position on the Apache-Sitgreaves, and in 2009, was
converted to its Alpine District Archaeologist. In 2012, she moved to Central
Washington as Assistant Forest Archaeologist on the Okanogan-Wenatchee NF.

Lindsey is a founding member and sitting board member for the Southwest
Archaeological Research Alliance and is on the Pagosa Springs Historic Preserva-
tion Board. She volunteers for the Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah.

Lindsey holds a Master’s degree in Applied Anthropology from Northern Ari-

zona University, and Bachelor’s degree in Anthropology and Native Studies from the University of Massachusetts.
She has two dogs, Dino and Lewis, and a cat, Frankie. Her parents live in Santa Fe, New Mexico. “I look forward to
working with tribes, volunteers, visitors, and state, federal and private partners,” Lindsey says. - Ann Bond
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CRIA Wins Award

PAGOSA SPRINGS - The nonprofit Chim-
ney Rock Interpretive Association (CRIA) has
received the 2015 Colorado Governor’s Tour-
ism Award for Outstanding Community Tour-
ism Initiative.

CRIA was recognized for promotion of
tourism, utilization of partnerships, creativ-
ity and innovation, and contribution to the
local economy.

CRIA works in partnership with the San Juan
National Forest to help offer the interpre-
tive program at Chimney Rock National Monu-

L-R: CRIA Administrative Director Danyelle Leentjes,
Colorado Tourism Board Chair Christian Knapp, Colorado
Tourism Office Director Al White, and CRIA Marketing
-Ann Bond Coordinator Nadia Werby at the awards ceremony.
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Doin’ the Dirty Work

PAGOSA SPRINGS - A group of volunteers, interns and
USFS staff made significant headway this summer in re-
moving debris from truck wrecks over the years below
the Wolf Creek Overlook.

Together they hauled thousands of beverage cans,
truck parts and other types of debris up and down the
steep mountainside. Upper San Juan Search and Res-
cue assisted by repelling from the top of the overlook
and dislodging debris from rock crevices to be cleaned
up in the effort. The junk was either removed or staged
for later removal.

The undertaking was planned and organized prima-
rily through the work of USFS volunteer extraordinaire

Photos don‘t do justice to the amount of debris removed  Jim Beck. - Paul Blackman
from below the Wolf Creek Overlook.

Forester Matt Arrives

PAGOSA SPRINGS - Matt Tuten is the new Forester helping manage the Head-
waters Timber Zone on the Pagosa and Columbine RDs, including the Pagosa Area
Long-Term Stewardship Contract, spruce-fir salvage program and reforestation in
burned areas.

Matt is qualified as an Advanced and Qualified Cruiser, and Timber Sale Con-
tracting Officer. He has completed the National Advanced Silviculture Program
and hopes to become certified as a silviculturist this fall. Matt is also a member of
the Society of American Foresters.

From 2001 to 2009, Matt worked at the Ecological Restoration Institute of North-
ern Arizona University (NAU) as a Research Technician/Ecologist working on for-
est restoration, including a project on the San Juan NF in partnership with Fort
Lewis College and the Pagosa RD.

In 2009, Matt moved to the GMUG Ouray RD, where he worked as Stewardship
and Sales Preparation Forester and Small Sales Contracting Officer. He holds a
Master’s degree from NAU in Applied Geographic Information Systems, with a
focus in Forestry/Ecological Restoration, and a Bachelor’s degree in Biology, Ge-
ography and Environmental Studies from Gustavus Adolphus College.

He and wife, Kelly Homstad, have a daughter, Alice, 3, a cattle dog and two cats. He enjoys hiking, camping,
fishing, whitewater rafting and kayaking, snowboarding and Nordic skiing. - Ann Bond

Williams Creek Reservoir
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Mark Retires

DOLORES - Mark Krabath, Dolores RD Supervisory Forester, retired in August
after working for the San Juan NF for 16 years. He also worked on the District as a
Pre-sale and Fuels Forester.

Mark started his federal career 30 years ago as a seasonal in timber and silvicul-
ture on the Uinta NF and then the Uncompahgre NF. In 1987 he received a perma-
nent position on the Deschutes NF. In 1990 he moved to the Idaho Panhandle NF in
Small Sales, then the Wallowa-Whitman NF. In 1997, Mark went to the Deschutes
NF in Pre-sales and Silviculture, landing on the San Juan NF in 1999.

Mark is a qualified, advanced Check Cruiser and certified Silviculturist. He holds
a Bachelor’s degree in Resource and Forest Management. Retirement plans in-
clude skiing, rafting, mountain biking, sailing, fishing and travel. He and wife,
Sue, have moved to Durango to be closer to her family. - Ann Bond

Frank Moves On

DOLORES - Frank Gonzales, Dolores RD Forester, left to work as a Forester on
the Boise NF Emmett RD. Frank started on the Dolores RD as a Student Career
Experience Program student in 2005 and was converted to a permanent employee
in 2006. He started his federal career as a Biological Science Technician in the
USFS Southwestern Regional Office in 2004. Frank holds a Bachelor’s degree in
Forest Management from Colorado State University and has completed the Na-
tional Advanced Silviculture Program. He says he is proud of the relationships he
built on the San Juan within the agency and with the public. - Ann Bond

Forester Matt Departs

DOLORES - Matt Rathbone, Dolores RD Silviculturist, is leaving the San Juan NF
to become the new Forest Silviculturist on the Wallowa-Whitman NF in Northeast
Oregon. “This is an exceptional opportunity for me, and | just can’t say no,” he
says. “l hope we will be able to complete most of our critical year-end tasks here
on the San Juan before | leave in November.” - Ann Bond

Corey’s a3 Keeper

DOLORES - Corey Ertl is the new Rangeland Management Specialist for the
Dolores RD. Corey is a native of Arizona who started his USFS career as a SCEP on
the Tonto NF Globe and Cave Creek RDs in 2010 and 2011.

Upon graduating from Arizona State University in 2012 with a Bachelor’s degree
in Wildlife and Restoration Ecology, he moved to Douglas, Wyoming, as Rangeland
Management Specialist on the Medicine Bow-Routt NFs/Thunder Basin NG.

Hobbies include hunting, fishing, camping and mountain biking. Corey will be
joined next spring by his wife, Hannah, upon completion of her graduate studies
at Texas A&M. Their family includes Teneya, the dog, and Spud, the cat.

- Ann Bond




