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News Release 
Clearwater Basin Youth Conservation Corps Recognized by 
Idaho Resource Conservation and Development Association 
Recipient of Outstanding Project Award 

Moscow, Idaho, October 19, 2015:  The Clearwater Basin Youth Conservation Corps 

(CBYCC), a collaborative effort that resulted in employment and natural resource training for 20 north-
central Idaho youth this past summer, has been recognized as the State of Idaho’s “2015 Outstanding 
Project” by the Idaho Resource Conservation and Development Association. 

The Idaho Resource Conservation and Development Association consists of nine Resource 
Conservation and Development Councils located throughout the State of Idaho.  The group recognizes 
outstanding councils, staff members and projects annually.  Awards given by the Idaho Resource 
Conservation and Development Association are eligible for recognition from the Western and National 
Resource Conservation and Development Associations. 

Jim Boland, President of the local Clearwater Resource Conservation and Development 
Association, or RC &D, described the program as “inspiring” and a “win for all involved” in the letter which 
nominated the program for the award. 

“The CBYCC provides youth valuable summer employment that allows them to learn about natural 
resource management, develop a work ethic, practice critical thinking, build their resumes and gain 
exposure to potential natural resource-focused careers in the region,” he explained.  “Partner agencies 
build local understanding about the complexity of forest management, accomplish much-needed work, 
and invest in the workforce of the future by exposing youth to potential career opportunities.” 

The CBYCC program builds on the familiar Youth Conservation Corps and Idaho Youth 
Conservation Corps programs.  It was initiated in 2013 when the Clearwater Basin Collaborative, Nez 
Perce-Clearwater National Forests, Idaho Department of Labor, and Framing Our Community became 
partners to develop a local youth program that was responsive to legislation authorizing the national 
Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program.   

From 2013 through 2015, the program has provided employment and training for 46 youth in the 
communities of Elk City, Grangeville, Kooskia, Kamiah, Pierce, and Orofino.  
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The list of partners supporting the program has grown from the four primary collaborators to a group 
that includes Idaho County, the Bureau of Land Management, the Corps of Engineers, Idaho Firewise 
and the Nez Perce Tribe. 

Clearwater Basin Collaborative Co-chairs Alex Irby and Dale Harris expressed gratitude for the 
nomination and recognition.  “It has indeed been an honor to work with such wonderful partners and 
young people the past three years.  This project is a perfect example of the power of collaboration.”  

“I am so pleased to have this great program recognized and honored,” said Cheryl Probert, Forest 
Supervisor for the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests.  “This program not only allows us to get 
important work done on the ground, it introduces local youth to conservation and natural resources 
management which will broaden their knowledge base as adults.  We hope the experience will open 
more opportunities for the kids in the future as well,” she added. 

“We are very proud to be a part of this partnership which helps strengthen our youth workforce,” 
stated Monica Jones, Idaho Department of Labor Senior Workforce Consultant.  “It provides a great 
opportunity for local youth to do meaningful work and learn the value of a good work ethic which so 
many employers are seeking.” 

All current CBYCC partners have expressed a desire to maintain and expand the CBYCC program 
in the future, making it a regional and national model for training interested and talented youth, and 
exposing them to potential careers in natural resource management and community development. 

Individuals who are interested in the continuation and improvement of this program can donate to 
the Clearwater Basin Youth Conservation Corps program through the Clearwater RC&D website 
(www.clearwaterrcd.org/donate). 

Groups or organizations who can provide and fund meaningful natural resource related work during 
the summer of 2016 should email the Clearwater Basin Collaborative’s coordinator at 
coordinator@clearwaterbasincollaborative.org. 

# # # 

Additional information regarding the award is posted at www.clearwaterrcd.org/project-directory/ 
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