
 

 

 

Road Log/General Notes 

Happy Flat SBA Timber Sale 

 

Road 2S02E shall be reconstructed to the requirements in the “Standard 
Specifications for Construction of Roads and Bridges on Federal Highway 
Projects (FP14)”.   

Re-establish roadbed after all clearing and grubbing has been completed. 
Grade the road for suitable equipment use, including re-establishing existing 
ditch line and waterbars and installing one new waterbar where flagged on the 
ground. 

Install a drainage ditch at the upper side of the landing at approximately 
mile post 0.45 to assist in draining the wet area to the downhill side of the 
landing, away from the roadbed.



 

 

Supplemental 201 Clearing and Grubbing 

 

201.06 Disposal 

 

Delete the first sentence of this paragraph and substitute the following: 

Limb and deck logs that meet utilization standards at locations approved by the CO or otherwise 
designated.  Deck logs according to the provisions of the timber sale contract. 

Dispose of merchantable timber designated for removal according to the provisions of the timber 
sale contract. 

 

 



Supplemental Removal of Structures and Obstructions 
 

 

203.05 Disposing of Material.  
Add the following: 

(e) Windrowing Construction Slash.  Place construction slash outside the roadway in neat, 
compacted windrows approximately parallel to and along the toeline of embankment slopes. Do 
not permit the top of the windrows to extend above subgrade. Use construction equipment to 
matt down all material in a windrow to form a compact and uniform pile. Construct breaks of at 
least 15 feet at least every 200 feet in a windrow. Do not place windrows against trees. Obtain 
approval for pioneer roads.  A pioneer road may be constructed to provide an area for placement 
of windrows, provided the excavated material is kept within the clearing limits and does not 
adversely affect the road construction. 

(f) Scattering. Scatter construction slash outside the clearing limits without damaging trees. 
Limb all logs. Place logs and stumps away from trees, positioned so they will not roll, and are 
not on top of one another. Limb and scatter other construction slash to reduce slash 
concentrations. 

(g) Chipping or Grinding. Use an approved chipping machine to grind slash and stumps greater 
than 3 inches in diameter and longer than 3 feet.  Deposit chips or ground woody material on 
embankment slopes or outside the roadway to a loose depth less than 6 inches. Minor amounts of 
chips or ground woody material may be permitted within the roadway if they are thoroughly 
mixed with soil and do not form a layer. 

(h) Debris Mat. Use tree limbs, tops, cull logs, split stumps, wood chunks, and other debris to 
form a mat upon which construction equipment is operated. Place stumps upside down and blend 
stumps into the mat. 

(i) Decking Firewood Material. Remove brush from decks.  Limb and deck logs that do not 
meet Utilization Standards according to Subsection 201.04 as directed by the CO. Cut logs to 
lengths less than 30 feet. Ensure that logs stacks are stable and free of brush and soil. 

(j) Removal to designated locations.  Remove construction slash to designated locations. 

(k) Piling. Pile construction slash in designated areas.  Place and construct piles so that if the 
piles are burned, the burning will not damage remaining trees. Keep piles free of dirt from 
stumps. Cut unmerchantable logs into lengths of less than 20 feet. 

(l) Placing Slash on Embankment Slopes. Place construction slash on completed embankment 
slopes to reduce soil erosion. Place construction slash as flat as practicable on the completed 
slope. Do not place slash closer than 2 feet below subgrade.  Priority for use of available slash is 
for: (1) through fills; (2) insides of curves; and (3) ditch relief outlets. 

(m) Hydrological Sensitive Placement. Where required use this method in combination with 
other designated methods to dispose of material to reduce erosion and to aid in re-vegetation: 

1. Place windrow segments on contours, wrap in type I geotextile. 



2. Place logs as log erosion barriers on contours. Place logs so that 80% of their 
length is on the ground surface. 

3. Scatter slash on bare or disturbed areas within or outside the clearing limits as 
directed. 

4. Scatter chips or ground woody material on bare or disturbed areas within or outside 
the clearing limits as directed. 

Place stumps in swales or on sites to form planting pockets. Place windrow segments on 
contours, wrap in type I geotextile. 



 
Supplemental 204 – Excavation and Embankment 

 
Replace Section 204 in its entirety with the following: 

 
Description 

 
204.01  This work consists of excavating material and constructing embankments.  This includes 
furnishing, hauling, stockpiling, placing, disposing, sloping, shaping, compacting, and finishing 
earthen and rocky material. 
 
204.02  Definitions. 

 
(a) Excavation.  Excavation consists of the following: 

 
(1) Roadway excavation.  All material excavated from within the right-of-way or 
easement areas, except subexcavation covered in (2) below and structure excavation 
covered in Sections 208 and 209.  Roadway excavation includes all material encountered 
regardless of its nature or characteristics. 
 
(2) Subexcavation.  Material excavated from below subgrade elevation in cut sections or 
from below the original groundline in embankment sections.  Subexcavation does not 
include the work required by Subsections 204.05, 204.06(b), and 204.06(c). 
 
(3) Borrow excavation.  Material used for embankment construction that is obtained 
from outside the roadway prism.  Borrow excavation includes unclassified borrow, select 
borrow, and select topping. 

 
(b) Embankment construction.  Embankment construction consists of placing and 
compacting roadway or borrow excavation.  This work includes: 

 
(1) Preparing foundation for embankment; 
(2) Constructing roadway embankments; 
(3) Benching for side-hill embankments; 
(4) Constructing dikes, ramps, mounds, and berms; and 
(5) Backfilling subexcavated areas, holes, pits, and other depressions. 

 
(c) Conserved topsoil.  Excavated material conserved from the roadway excavation and 
embankment foundation areas that is suitable for growth of grass, cover crops, or native 
vegetation. 
 
(d) Waste.  Excess and unsuitable roadway excavation and subexcavation that cannot be used. 



 
Material 

 
204.03  Conform to the following Subsections: 

Backfill material  704.03 
Select borrow  704.07 
Select topping  704.08 
Topping  704.05 
Unclassified borrow  704.06 
Water  725.01 
 

Construction Requirements 
 

204.04  Preparation for Roadway Excavation and Embankment Construction.  Clear the area 
of vegetation and obstructions according to Sections 201 and 203. 
 
204.05  Reserved. 
 
204.06  Roadway Excavation.  Excavate as follows: 

 
(a) General.  Do not disturb material and vegetation outside the construction limits. 
Incorporate only suitable material into embankments.  Replace any shortage of suitable 
material caused by premature disposal of roadway excavation.  Dispose of unsuitable or excess 
excavation material according to Subsection 204.14. 
 
At the end of each day's operations, shape to drain and compact the work area to a uniform 
cross-section.  Eliminate all ruts and low spots that could hold water. 
 
Retrieve material deposited outside of the clearing limits as directed by the CO.  Place 
unsuitable material in designated areas. 
 
(b) Rock cuts.  Blast rock according to Section 205.  Excavate rock cuts to 6 inches below 
subgrade within the roadbed limits.  Backfill to subgrade with topping or with other suitable 
material.  Compact the material according to Subsection 204.11  
 
(c) Earth cuts.  Scarify earth cuts to 6 inches below subgrade within the roadbed limits.  
Compact the scarified material according to Subsection 204.11. 
 
(d) Pioneer Roads.  Road pioneering, slash disposal, and grubbing of stumps may proceed 
concurrently with excavation. Conduct excavation and placement operations so material to be 
treated under Section 201 will not be incorporated into the roadway unless specified in the 
slash treatment method.  Maintain drainage during pioneering operations. 
 
Remove snow and ice in advance of the work and deposit beyond the roadway limits in a 
manner that will not waste material or generate sediment. Do not incorporate snow and ice into 
embankments.  Place snow or ice in a manner to prevent resource damage. 



 
204.07  Subexcavation.  Excavate material to the limits designated by the CO.  Take cross-
sections according to Section 152.  Prevent unsuitable material from becoming mixed with the 
backfill.  Dispose of unsuitable material according to Subsection 204.14.  Backfill the 
subexcavation with topping, or other suitable material.  Compact the material according to 
Subsection 204.11. 
 
204.08  Borrow Excavation.  Use all suitable roadway excavation in embankment construction.  
Do not use borrow excavation when it results in excess roadway excavation.  Deduct excess 
borrow excavation from the appropriate borrow excavation quantity. 
 
Obtain borrow source acceptance according to Subsection 105.02.  Develop and restore borrow 
sources according to Subsection 105.03.  Do not excavate beyond the established limits.  When 
applicable, shape the borrow source to permit accurate measurements when excavation is 
complete. 
 
204.09  Preparing Foundation for Embankment Construction.  Prepare foundation for 
embankment construction as follows: 
 

(a) Embankment less than 4 feet high over natural ground. When designated, remove 
topsoil and break up the ground surface to a minimum depth of 6 inches by plowing or 
scarifying. Compact the ground surface according to Subsection 204.11. 
 
(b) Embankments over an existing asphalt, concrete, or gravel road surface.  Scarify 
gravel roads to a minimum depth of 6 inches.  Scarify or pulverize asphalt and concrete roads 
to 6 inches below the pavement.  Reduce all particles to a maximum size of 6 inches and 
produce a uniform material.  Compact the surface according to Subsection 204.11. 
 
(c) Embankment across ground not capable of supporting equipment.  Dump successive 
loads of embankment material in a uniformly distributed layer to construct the lower portion of 
the embankment.  Limit the layer thickness to the minimum depth necessary to support the 
equipment. 
 
(d) Embankment on an existing slope steeper than 1V:3H.  Cut horizontal benches in the 
existing slope to a sufficient width to accommodate placement and compaction operations and 
equipment.  Bench the slope as the embankment is placed and compacted in layers.  Begin each 
bench at the intersection of the original ground and the vertical cut of the previous bench. 

 
204.10  Embankment Construction.  Incorporate only suitable roadway excavation material into 
the embankment.  When the supply of suitable roadway excavation is exhausted, furnish 
unclassified borrow to complete the embankment. Obtain written approval before beginning 
construction of embankments over 6 feet high at subgrade centerline.  Construct embankments as 
follows: 

 
(a) General.  At the end of each day's operations, shape to drain and compact the embankment 
surface to a uniform cross-section.  Eliminate all ruts and low spots that could hold water. 



 
During all stages of construction, route and distribute hauling and leveling equipment over the 
width and length of each layer of material. 
 
Compact embankment side slopes flatter than 1V:1.75H with a tamping type roller or by 
walking with a dozer. For slopes 1V:1.75H or steeper, compact the slopes as construction of 
the embankment progresses. 
 
Where placing embankment on one side of abutments, wing walls, piers, or culvert headwalls, 
compact the material using methods that prevent excessive pressure against the structure. 
 
Where placing embankment material on both sides of a concrete wall or box structure, conduct 
operations so compacted embankment material is at the same elevation on both sides of the 
structure. 
 
Where structural pilings are placed in embankment locations, limit the maximum particle size 
to 4 inches. 
 
(b) Embankment within the roadway prism.  Place embankment material in horizontal 
layers not exceeding 12 inches in compacted thickness.  Incorporate oversize boulders or rock 
fragments into the 12-inch layers by reducing them in size or placing them individually as 
required by (c) below.  Compact each layer according to Subsection 204.11 before placing the 
next layer. 
 
Material composed predominately of boulders or rock fragments too large for 12-inch layers 
may be placed in layers up to 24 inches thick.  Incorporate oversize boulders or rock fragments 
into the 24-inch layer by reducing them in size or placing them individually according to (c) 
below.  Place sufficient earth and smaller rocks to fill the voids.  Compact each layer according 
to Subsection 204.11 before placing the next layer. 
 
(c) Individual rock fragments and boulders.  Place individual rock fragments and boulders 
greater than 24 inches in diameter as follows: 

(1) Reduce rock to less than 48 inches in the largest dimension. 
(2) Distribute rock within the embankment to prevent nesting. 
(3) Place layers of embankment material around each rock to a depth not greater than that 
permitted by (b) above.  Fill all the voids between rocks. 
(4) Compact each layer according to Subsection 204.11 before placing the next layer. 

 
(d) Embankment outside of roadway prism.  Where placing embankment outside the staked 
roadway prism, place material in horizontal layers not exceeding 24 inches in compacted 
thickness.  Compact each layer according to Subsection 204.11. 

 
204.11  Compaction.  Compact the embankment using one of the following methods as 
specified: 
 



(a) Compaction A.  Use AASHTO T 27 to determine the amount of material retained on a 
Number 4 sieve.  If there is more than 80 percent retained on the No. 4 sieve use procedure (1).  
If there is 50 to 80 percent retained on the No. 4 sieve use procedure (2).  If there is less than 50 
percent retained on the No. 4 sieve use procedure (3). 

(1) Adjust the moisture content to a level suitable for compaction.  Fill the interstices 
around rock with earth or other fine material as practical.  Use compression-type rollers at 
speeds less than 6feet per second and vibratory rollers at speeds less than 3 feet per second.  
Compact each layer of material full width with one of the following and until there is no 
visible evidence of further consolidation. 

 
(a) Four roller passes of a vibratory roller having a minimum dynamic force of 
40,000 pounds impact per vibration and a minimum frequency of 1000 vibrations per 
minute. 
(b) Eight roller passes of a 20-ton compression-type roller. 
(c) Eight roller passes of a vibratory roller having a minimum dynamic force of 
30,000 pounds impact per vibration and a minimum frequency of 1000 vibrations per 
minute. 

 
Increase the compactive effort for layers deeper than 12 inches as follows: 

•  For each additional 6 inches or fraction thereof, increase the number of roller 
passes in (a) above by four passes. 
•  For each additional 6 inches or fraction thereof, increase the number of roller 
passes in (b) and (c) above, by eight passes. 

 
(2) Use AASHTO T 99 to determine the optimum moisture content of the portion of the 
material passing a No. 4 sieve.  Multiply this number by the percentage of material passing 
a No. 4 sieve, and add 2 percent to determine the optimum moisture content of the material.  
Adjust the moisture content of material classified A-1 through A-5 to a moisture content 
suitable for compaction.  Adjust the moisture content of material classified A-6 and A-7 to 
within 2 percent of the optimum moisture content.  
 
Use compression-type rollers at speeds less than 6 feet per second and vibratory rollers at 
speeds less than 3 feet per second.  Compact each layer of material full width according to 
(1) above. 

 
(3) Classify the material according to AASHTO M 145.  For material classified A-1 or A-
2-4, determine the maximum density according to AASHTO T 180, method D.  For other 
material classifications, determine the optimum moisture content and maximum density 
according to AASHTO T 99, method C. 
 
Adjust the moisture content of material classified A-1 through A-5 to a moisture content 
suitable for compaction.  Adjust the moisture content of material classified A-6 and A-7 to 
within 2 percent of the optimum moisture content. 
 
Use compression-type or vibratory rollers.  Compact each layer of material full width to at 
least 95 percent of the maximum density.  Determine the in-place density and moisture 



content according to AASHTO T 310 or other approved test procedures.  When required, 
use AASHTO T 224 to correct for coarse particles. 

 
(b) Compaction B.  Place material by end dumping to the minimum depth needed for 
operation of spreading equipment.  Adjust the moisture content of the material to obtain a mass 
that will not visibly deflect under the load of the hauling and spreading equipment.  Operate 
compaction equipment over the full width of each layer until there is no visible evidence of 
further consolidation or, if when a sheepsfoot roller is used, the roller “walks out” of the layer. 
Make at least three complete passes. 
 
(c) Compaction C.  Place material by end dumping to the minimum depth needed for 
operation of spreading equipment. Level and smooth each embankment layer before placing 
the next layers. Operate hauling and spreading equipment uniformly over the full width of each 
layer. Construct a solid embankment with adequate compaction by working smaller rock and 
fines in with the larger rocks to fill the voids, and by operating hauling and spreading 
equipment uniformly over the full width of each layer as the embankment is constructed.  

 
204.12  Ditches.  Slope, grade, and shape ditches.  Remove all projecting roots, stumps, rock, or 
similar matter.  Maintain all ditches in an open condition and free from leaves, sticks, and other 
debris. 
 
Form furrow ditches by plowing or using other acceptable methods to produce a continuous 
furrow.  Place all excavated material on the downhill side so the bottom of the ditch is 
approximately 18 inches below the crest of the loose material.  Clean the ditch using a hand shovel, 
ditcher, or other suitable method.  Shape to provide drainage without overflow. 
 
204.13  Sloping, Shaping, and Finishing.  Complete slopes, ditches, culverts, riprap, and other 
underground minor structures before placing aggregate courses.  Slope, shape, and finish as 
follows: 

 
(a) Sloping.  Leave all earth slopes with uniform roughened surfaces, except as described in (b) 
below, with no noticeable break as viewed from the road.  Except in solid rock, round tops and 
bottoms of all slopes including the slopes of drainage ditches.  Round material overlaying solid 
rock to the extent practical.  Scale all rock slopes.  Slope rounding is not required on tolerance 
class D though M roads. 
 
If a slide or slipout occurs on a cut or embankment slope, remove or replace the material, and 
repair or restore all damage to the work.  Bench or key the slope to stabilize the slide.  Reshape 
the cut or embankment slope to an acceptable condition. 
 
(b) Stepped slopes.  Where required by the contract, construct steps on slopes of 1⅓V:1H to 
1V:2H.  Construct the steps approximately 18 inches high.  Blend the steps into natural ground 
at the end of the cut.  If the slope contains nonrippable rock outcrops, blend steps into the rock. 
Remove loose material found in transitional area.  Except for removing large rocks that may 
fall, scaling stepped slopes is not required. 
 



(c) Shaping.  Shape the subgrade to a smooth surface and to the cross-section required.  Shape 
slopes to gradually transition into slope adjustments without noticeable breaks.  At the ends of 
cuts and at intersections of cuts and embankments, adjust slopes in the horizontal and vertical 
planes to blend into each other or into the natural ground. 
 
(d) Finishing. Finish the roadbed to be smooth and uniform, and shaped to conform to the 
typical sections. Remove unsuitable material from the roadbed and replace it with suitable 
material. Finish roadbeds to the tolerance class shown in table 204-2.Ensure that the subgrade 
is visibly moist during shaping and dressing. Scarify to 6 inches below the bottom of low 
sections, holes, cracks, or depressions and bring back to grade with suitable material. Maintain 
proper ditch drainage. 
 
For surfaced roads, remove all material larger than 6 inches from the top 6 inches of the 
roadbed. 
 
For unsurfaced roads, use one of the following methods to finish the roadbed: 
 

(1) Method A. Remove all material larger than 6 inches from the top 6 inches of the 
roadbed and replace with suitable material. 
(2) Method B. Use a vibratory grid roller or approved equal with a minimum weight of 10 
tons.  Roll at least 5 full-width passes or until there is no visible evidence of further 
consolidation. 
(3) Method C. For roads designated as Construction Tolerance Class K, L, or M, finish the 
roadbed by spreading the excavation.  Eliminate rock berms. 

 
204.14 Disposal of Unsuitable or Excess Material.  Dispose of unsuitable or excess material at 
designated sites or legally off of the project. 
 
When there is a pay item for waste, shape and compact the waste material in its final location.  Do 
not mix clearing or other material not subject to payment with the waste material. 
 
204.15  Acceptance.  See Table 204-1 for sampling and testing requirements. 
 
Material for embankment and conserved topsoil will be evaluated under Subsections 106.02 and 
106.04. 
 
Excavation and embankment construction will be evaluated under Subsections 106.02 and 106.04. 
 
Clearing and removal of obstructions will be evaluated under Sections 201 and 203. 

 
Measurement 

 
204.16  Measure the Section 204 items listed in the bid schedule according to Subsection 109.02 
and the following as applicable. 

 
(a) Roadway excavation.  Measure roadway excavation in its original position as follows: 

 



(1) Include the following volumes in roadway excavation: 
(a) Roadway prism excavation; 
(b) Rock material excavated and removed from below subgrade in cut sections; 
(c) Unsuitable material below subgrade and unsuitable material beneath embankment 
areas when a pay item for subexcavation is not shown in the bid schedule; 
(d) Ditches, except furrow ditches measured under a separate bid item; 
(eTopsoil; 
(f) Borrow material used in the work when a pay item for borrow is not shown in the 
bid schedule; 
(g) Loose scattered rocks removed and placed as required within the roadway; 
(h) Conserved material taken from stockpiles and used in Section 204 work; and 
(i) Slide and slipout material not attributable to the Contractor's method of operation. 
 

(2) Do not include the following in roadway excavation: 
(a) Overburden and other spoil material from borrow sources; 
(b) Overbreakage from the backslope in rock excavation; 
(c) Water or other liquid material; 
(d) Material used for purposes other than required; 
(e) Roadbed material scarified in place and not removed; 
(f) Material excavated when stepping cut slopes; 
(g) Material excavated when rounding cut slopes; 
(h) Preparing foundations for embankment construction; 
(i) Material excavated when benching for embankments; 
(j) Slide or slipout material attributable to the Contractor's method of operation; 
(k) Conserved material taken from stockpiles constructed at the option of the 
Contractor; and 
(l) Material excavated outside the established slope limits. 
 

(3) When both roadway excavation and embankment construction pay items are shown in 
the bid schedule, measure the following as roadway excavation only: 

(a) Unsuitable material below subgrade in cuts and unsuitable material beneath 
embankment areas when a pay item for subexcavation is not shown in the bid 
schedule; 
(b) Slide and slipout material not attributable to the Contractor’s method of 
operations; and 
(c) Drainage ditches, channel changes, and diversion ditches. 
 

(b) Unclassified borrow, select borrow, and select topping.  When measuring by the cubic 
yard measure in its original position.  If borrow excavation is measured by the cubic yard in 
place, take initial cross-sections of the ground surface after stripping overburden.  Upon 
completion of excavation and after the borrow source waste material is returned to the source, 
retake cross-sections before replacing the overburden. 
Do not measure borrow excavation used in place of excess roadway excavation. 
 



(c) Embankment construction.  Measure embankment construction in its final position.  Do 
not make deductions from the embankment construction quantity for the volume of minor 
structures. 
 

(1) Include the following volumes in embankment construction: 
(a) Roadway embankments; 
(b) Material used to backfill subexcavated areas, holes, pits, and other depressions; 
(c) Material used to restore obliterated roadbeds to original contours; and 
(d) Material used for dikes, ramps, mounds, and berms. 
 

(2) Do not include the following in embankment construction: 
(a) Preparing foundations for embankment construction; 
(b) Adjustments for subsidence or settlement of the embankment or of the foundation 
on which the embankment is placed; and 
(c) Material used to round fill slopes. 

 
(d) Rounding cut slopes.  Measure rounding cut slopes horizontally along the centerline of the 
roadway if a pay item for slope rounding is included in the bid schedule. If a pay item for slope 
rounding is not included in the bid schedule slope rounding will be considered subsidiary to 
excavation. 
 
(e) Waste.  Measure waste by the cubic yard in its final position.  Take initial cross-sections of 
the ground surface after stripping over burden.  Upon completion of the waste placement, 
retake cross-sections before replacing overburden. 
 
(f) Slope scaling.  Measure slope scaling by the cubic yard in the hauling vehicle. 

 
Payment 

 
204.17  The accepted quantities will be paid at the contract price per unit of measurement for the 
Section 204 pay items listed in the bid schedule.  Payment will be full compensation for the work 
prescribed in this Section.  See Subsection 109.05. 
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Supplemental 602 – Culverts and Drains 

 

602.03 General.  
Add the following: 

Ensure that the final installed alignment of all pipes allows no reverse grades, and does not 
permit horizontal and vertical alignments to vary from a straight line drawn from center of inlet 
to center of outlet by more than 2 percent of pipe center length or 1.0 feet, whichever is less. 
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