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Forest cautions public of unauthorized pile burning 

John Day, Prairie City, and Hines, Ore.  – With winter weather fully upon us, and the public 

taking advantage of the recent snow, the Malheur National Forest would like to announce a 

couple of reminders to those out enjoying the forest.  

Brush piles can be found across the forest in project areas. With the ever changing forest 

marketplace piles that historically contained little or no value are now being utilized.  These 

piles have been purchased, and are owned and valuable material.  

Recently material was set on fire that was owned by a local purchaser causing economic loss. 

While the forest understands the need to have small warming fires while out enjoying your 

forest, please remember that material mechanically piled are not appropriate material to ignite.  

Additionally, the Malheur National Forest is required to inform the State of Oregon’s Smoke 

Management Department when burning operations are being conducted on Forest Service Lands.  

Smoke being created from wood stoves, the large amounts of additional smoke being created by 

unintentional piles and the recent inversions over the area has created potential to put our area at an 

unhealthy smoke level.  This puts the public living in these affected areas at risk and the Forest outside 

of State regulations.  This could affect the Forest ability to treat areas in the future.   

The Malheur National Forest encourages the public to enjoy the many winter sports and activities the 

forest has to offer, such as cross country skiing, snow shoeing, sledding, snowmobiling, and just taking in 

the beautiful landscape.  

We thank you for your help in protecting our forest's resources. 

For more information on the Malheur National Forest, please visit us at: 

 www.fs.usda.gov/malheur, 

 follow U.S. Forest Service- Malheur National Forest on Facebook, 

 and @MalheurNF on Twitter, 

 or call the Supervisor’s Office at 541-575-3000. 
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